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%M Sonia Urbom: Thank you for taking part in our webchat. Since this is
a public forum, please submit questions that are of general interest. If your
question is about a specific case, or includes passport humbers, telephone
numbers or other personal information, I won't be able to respond. Please
also do not submit your questions more than once. Thank you!
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Camille2: Dear Visa Officer, I am a graduate student in a U.S. university. My
family was refused once for B2 visa application in Beijing this year. We would
like to apply for B2 visa again, and I read from the embassy website that
visa application are not restrained even if the person has been refused once.
However, I found there is no openning slot in Beijing for second time
applications such as this, not even for people who were refused once in
February or March 2008. Could you please help us with this? We are just
hoping for a chance of family reunion during summer holidays, after August
my family would have to go back to work and wouldn't be able to come
here... Could you please help with this? Or give us some suggestions? Many
thanks! Sincerely, Camille

%% Sonia Urbom: Summer is our busiest season and the demand for
visas to the U.S. is especially great this summer. We can only provide
appointments for a certain number of people, based on the size of our
waiting rooms and the number of visa officers we have. First priority for
appointments is for students and business travelers. People who have
already been refused a visa do have to wait longer, in order to give other
people a chance to apply. Visas are usually valid for one year, so we always
encourage people to apply as early as possible. You could check again with
the visa call center to see if your family can get an appointment, as we will
be able to open a limited humber of new appointments in July and August.
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%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: Whether or not you actually use a visa that
you apply for is not important and will not have any impact on your future



applications. However, the visa officer might ask you why you did not use the
visa. Your explanation is very reasonable.
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peter2: Dear officer, Thank you for your time to read my question. The
school I have applied is required by law to document students finance of
about $16,000 for one year .The question is that if I need supply more
money for getting a visa and how much it is.By the way,I have got $8,000
for scholarship each year. Best wishes Violin

%% Sonia Urbom: The requirement for the visa is that the applicant must
have all the money needed for their first year of study (according to the 120)
at the time of the interview, and be able to show that they will have access
to the money or a way to get the money that they need to complete the rest
of the program.
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%% Sonia Urbom: Name: cathy?2

> Timestamp: 05-22-2008 03:00:34

Question:
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> Dear visa officer: I have a question for you. Why business visas for
Chinese enterprises to conduct business investigation are so difficult to get?
My friend and I planned to conduct business visit in the US but our
applications were rejected. We are lawful Chinese citizens; we have adequate
financial resources to undertake the trip and legitimate reason to travel to
the US. However, the consulate in Guangzhou rejected our applications
without even taking a look at our materials. It that normal? My friend and I
are legal persons and general managers. Will we abandon our business and
families in China and illegally stay in the US? We have invitation letters from
the US inviter and itinerary. I think it is unfair to Chinese enterprise since we
need to conduct business investigation and invest there and pay taxes to the
US government. I hope that you can understand our feeling. Thank you and
sorry to bother you.

06-03-2008 02:07:32



%K Sonia Urbom: ANSWER: I understand that it can be very frustrating
for legitimate travelers to be refused a visa. The problem is that we see
many applicants who are not legitimate travelers going to the U.S. for
“business investigations.” Sometimes, these applicants are not employed
where they say they are, or their invitation letters are fraudulent. If you feel
that you are qualified for a visa under U.S. immigration law, you are
welcome to reapply for a visa.
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Chunjie: I work in ShenZhen,but my home in HeNan province. Can I get the
VISA in GuangZhou Embassy?

I # Sonia Urbom: We always recommend that people apply for a visa in
the place where they regularly work and live, but where you apply is your
decision.

06-03-2008 02:09:07

%% Sonia Urbom: Name: 20064074xxx > Timestamp: 05-22-2008
06:01:49 > Question:
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THEI ARSI 2 IR AR AT MLE 2 ¥ > > Hi officer: I am a sophomore
student and I will have my summer vacation in this July. I am so lucky that I
got help from a couple from the US to be an intern in a hospital in the US. It
is a great opportunity for me to learn more. After that I will return to my
university to start the new semester. What else do I need to provide except
invitation letter from the hospital and certificate from my university? Is the
issuance rate for people like me high? Or I do not have a chance at all?
Thanks!

06-03-2008 02:09:38

%M Sonia Urbom: Answer: I am not sure I completely understand your
situation. In order to do an “internship” in a U.S. hospital, you would have to
go through a specific program that was authorized to run such a program
and apply for the correct type of visa. Rules on non-U.S. citizens and
students who want to learn more about hospitals are very strict. You can find
the relevant section of U.S. immigration law that relates to medical students
coming to the U.S. on the internet. I suggest you fully investigate the law
before you apply. The hospital should be able to help you with that if they
are running a legitimate program.
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kposh2: Dear Sir or Madam, I want to apply for ]J1 vise.I wonder that the
expiry date of my passport is Feb.2008, but the expiry date of my DS2019
form is Aug.2009. Should I change my passport for J1 visa?

%% Sonia Urbom: It sounds like your passport has already expired. Your
passport must be valid for at least six months from the time that you plan to
enter the U.S or you will not be allowed to enter the country and will turned
around at the airport. If your passport expired while you were in the U.S, you
could apply for another one at the Chinese Consulate in the U.S. It would not
matter that your visa was in your old passport, or that your visa expired, as
long you keep the passport with the visa in it and of course, as long as you
are still in your J1 program and your DS2019 is still valid.

06-03-2008 02:11:16

% Sonia Urbom: > Name: Leason > Timestamp: 05-22-2008 12:42:16
> Question:
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B 22?2 > Hello. Do you have any specific requirements for bank certificate?
Which banks do you think are better? What about HSBC: (Hong Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation)? ANSWER: We have no requirements for
bank statements and the name of the bank is not important to us.
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sightview: I am a student who want to get an F-1 visa. My parents applied
the immigrant visa on behalf of me 9 years ago when i was only 9 years old
and i had no idea about it then. Now i have already been refused to get the
F-1 visa and the visa officer didn't give me any chance to explain it.Actually i
just want to study in the United States, not immigration. I have withdraw my
immigrant visa and someone in the United States want to garentee that I will
come my China after my graduation. Is that enough? What shall he do? Any
certificates? or just write a letter with his signature? Thanks!

%K Sonia Urbom: Someone else cannot guarantee that you will return to
China; however, if someone wants to write a letter to support you that is fine
(it should be in English). You need to explain to the visa officer why your
parents applied for the immigrant visa, and when and why you withdrew your
immigrant visa application. Also, you should explain where your parents are
now, and what they are doing. You need to convince the visa officer that you
do not plan to immigrate to the U.S. This will be harder for you than for other
people, since your parents clearly wanted you to immigrate at some point.
However, we understand that circumstances can change. You should be
ready to explain this clearly and quickly at your next interview.



06-03-2008 02:13:51

I # Sonia Urbom: > Name: jack2 > Timestamp: 05-22-2008 20:50:33 >
Question: fl'm|— N FEFLFZFL F- D% B i5?

A PAE—N N AR 1 Frs? > 1 want to apply for an F-1 visa first. If I
don't pass the interview, can I apply for a J-1 within a month? ANSWER: If
you have been refused a visa before, there is generally a longer wait to get
another appointment, however, students do have priority for visa
appointments and can request an expedited appointment. To request an
expedited appointment, follow the instructions on our website.
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June2: Hello,this question is kind of emergency. I am studying in a College
now, and I will back to China in June, and i also have to renew my VISA in
this summer. My visa has expired for 6 months. Is the grade report must
submitted? Do you have any requirement of the grade? what about if i took 4
courses,grades are: one A, one B, two C? what could happened in this
situation? Could you give me some suggestion?

% Sonia Urbom: Yes, when you renew your visa, you must also submit
your transcripts for all the time that you were in the U.S. studying. The visa
officer needs to verify that you are still a full-time student.

06-03-2008 02:15:32

%K Sonia Urbom: > Name: Nadia Lu

> Timestamp: 05-23-2008 13:25:07

> Question:
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> My parents are all retired and they reside in the US. My mother cannot
stand long distant travel because of her health condition. We have not met



with each other for 5 years! My wife and I applied for B2 visas today (May
23) and got rejected and I do not understand why. I traveled to the US in
1997 with a B-1 visa and I returned to China on time. I also traveled to other
countries like Britain, Japan, Germany, etc and came back. I have a decent
job with high income, my wife has her own enterprise, we have house, car
and savings which exceed 3,000,000RMB. Our adorable daughter needs to
stay in China because of her education. Why our applications were rejected?
Is it only because my sister filed an immigration petition for me for which I
have to wait for 5 years? Does that mean I will not be able to see my aged
mother in 5 years? I have more opportunities in China, why do I stay in the
US illegally with a B-2 visa? If I have to wait for 5 years to land on the US
but cannot see my mother at that time, I will not go!!!

06-03-2008 02:16:09

%M Sonia Urbom: ANSWER: According to U.S. immigration law, the visa
officer cannot issue a visa to someone who is an intending immigrant. Since
your sister has already filed an immigrant petition for you, it is very difficult
to prove that you are not an intending immigrant. Legally, the visa officer
can issue you a B2 (nonimmigrant visa) only if he or she is satisfied that you
do not intend to immigrate to the U.S. and abandon your residence abroad.
If you feel you can satisfy this requirement, you are welcome to reapply.
Based on the situation you describe above, it sounds like you could meet the
requirements, but only the visa officer who interviews you can determine
whether or not you are qualified for a visa.
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Bruce2: Hi, I have an actual question about my visas. I plan to US as a
visiting scholar in a university in Nov. 1, 2008 (I think it needs a J-1 visa).
But before my visiting, I have to attend a conference held in Honolulu, Oct.
12~18 (I think it needs a B-1 visa) and will to return to China right after the
conference. So, since my two entrances to US are quite close, how could I
apply for my visas? May I apply for two visas in a single interview? What can
I do then? Thanks a lot and looking forward to your helpful reply.

I # Sonia Urbom: This is a very good question. You could apply for the
two visas at the same time, but, you can only apply for the J1 visa 120 days
before your program starts. Also, you need to have your DS2019 before you
can apply for the J visa. We always recommend that people apply for the visa
as early as possible. It might be safer to apply for the B visa as soon as
possible. You could always make another appointment to get the J1 visa after
you get the B visa, even if you have not yet traveled on the B visa. People



going to the U.S. on J and F visa have priority for visa appointments. Keep in
mind that it could take a month or more to process your visas.

06-03-2008 02:18:45
%% Sonia Urbom: Name: freudyang
> Timestamp: 05-24-2008 03:01:39
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> Hi. I am holding a Republic of China passport and I'm currently living in
Beijing. I plan to take my son to have sightseeing in the US in 2009. I want
to apply for a visa but I learned from your website that most of the visas are
only valid for one year. (In Taiwan, visas are valid for five years with multiple
entries). I do not know whether or not I should apply recently. If I only get a
one-year visa, that visa will be expired before my date of departure in 2009.
Please let me know the validity of a visa and most appropriate time for me to
apply. Thank you. >

Answer: This is correct, visas for residents of the PRC are limited to 12
months. This is based on agreements between governments and cannot be
changed by the visa officer. We suggest you apply a few months before you
plan to travel.
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Bruce2: Hi! I am a F1 student in America and I will go home this summer. I
just finished the ESLI(English as Second Language International) program in
my university, and I will be a freshman when I back from China in
September. The case is I need to renew my Visa. The first thing I want to
ask is I changed my major before I go to University, so my major is different
from the major that appeared on the I-20 now, is that Ok? The second is I
plan to use the drop-off service to renew my Visa, the grade I have is the
ESLI's grade but not Univertsity's grade, and the grade is not the kind of
official transcript, I want to know if it is acceptable. The third is if I will not
use the drop-off service, I want to do the interview, need I prepare the Proof
of Finances as before? Thank you very much.

% Sonia Urbom: Whether or not you use the drop-off service or come
for the interview is up to you, but from what you describe, it sounds like it
might be hard for the visa officer to understand your situation without talking
directly to you. It would be better if you could show an official transcript, but
if you cannot, perhaps you could ask your ESL program for a letter explaining



why you do not have an official transcript. If you changed your major, you
should get a new 120, please ask your school for advice. You can bring both
the old and new 120s to the interview. The officer will probably not ask for
your proof of finances, but it cannot hurt to bring them.

06-03-2008 02:20:22

chenshifei: Why is visa checking process taking so long right now? My wife
has to delay her flight twice to wait for her visa. Thanks.

%% Sonia Urbom: Summer is our busiest period. Special processing could

be taking longer because there are many, many students from all over the
world applying for visas that need special processing and this can slow down
the process. If your wife has been waiting for more than two months, I
suggest she send a fax with her information to the embassy or consulate
where she applied. There could be a problem with her application, for
example a missing document.

06-03-2008 02:20:49

Ireland sky: I'm Mr.Yu Liang ,the organzier of China Pavilion for a trade show
(July 15-17) in USA. My chinese exhibitors are going to have a visa-interview
by the end June, but they are informed that the nearst interview should be
on 20.July after the show. the questions are: 1, When should the exhibitors
apply for a visa interview, 1 month before the show ? 2,do the exhibitors
have any chance obtaining the early interview time, if they can't get the visa
interview on time?

I # Sonia Urbom: Summer is our busiest season and the wait for visa

appointments can be longer than we would like. We always recommend that
people apply for a visa as far in advance as possible. Business travelers can
apply for an expedited appointment, but such appointments are not
guaranteed. Please follow the instructions on our website for requesting an
expedited appointment.

06-03-2008 02:21:39

%% Sonia Urbom: > Name: zhengdeming > Timestamp: 05-24-2008
09:09:33 > Question:
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ANaeEdGalLL? > > We are in our 60s and we have niece, nephew and cousins
in the US. We have not met for many years and we missed each other very
much. We want to have sightseeing in the US and stay there about a month.
Is that OK? > Answer: This is a perfectly reasonable reason for applying for a
visa. In order to qualify for the visa, you must show the visa officer that you
have strong ties to your home in China and that you do not plan to
immigrate to the U.S.
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%% Sonia Urbom: > Name: Maggie2

> Timestamp: 05-27-2008 02:58:27
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> I am a senior high student. I want to pursue further study in the US. I was
rejected on May 22 and my next application is scheduled on July 7. However,
my I-20 indicates school stars on June 23rd and the appointment is too late
for me. I therefore requested an early appointment. Do you think I can get
an early interview?

06-03-2008 02:22:18

%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: Students are always allowed to request an
early, or expedited, appointment and we do our best to make sure that they
can have an interview before their studies begin. However, summer is a very
busy time and students who have already been refused may have to wait a
bit longer for an appointment. To request an expedited appointment, please
follow the instructions on the website for the Embassy or consulate where
you live.
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%% Sonia Urbom: Name: b ¥

> Timestamp: 05-27-2008 05:54:38

> Question:
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> Hi. My wife works for Royal Caribbean International. She will come back to
China on June 14 and she wants to have an interview on June 16. What is
the best time for me to make appointment for her? Last year, she boarded
on ship from Australia so she got a transit visa from Australian Embassy. This
time she will board on ship in the US. Does she only need a D visa? Does she
need a C-1 visa?

06-03-2008 02:22:53
%% Sonia Urbom: Answer: You should make the appointment

immediately. Summer is a very busy time and it is best to apply as early as
possible. Royal Caribbean should advise your wife what kind of visa she



needs, it depends on where she boards the ship and whether or not she will
get off the ship in the U.S., etc.
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%M Sonia Urbom: Name: angelayan

> Timestamp: 05-27-2008 13:37:04
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> Your website says: “Effective May 1, 2007, applicants under 14 or over 80
years of age who would normally apply in Beijing can courier their
nonimmigrant visa applications to the visa unit through China CITIC Bank,
without the need to apply in person. >

> Children under 14 are not required to come to the U.S. Embassy to apply
for a nonimmigrant visa. If at least one parent holds a valid U.S.
nonimmigrant visa, a child may apply through the courier service. If a parent
or parents are applying for a visa at the same time as a child under 14, the
parent(s) may bring in the child's application at the time of their interview
and apply on the child's behalf.” >

> However, it does not clearly say whether or not children of those who
entered the US with valid visas and legally stay in the US with expired visas
can use this drop off service.

>

10



> Like me, I entered the US in 2006. I currently study in the US with my F-1
status. My visa expired in January of 2007 but I am holding valid passport
and I-20. My son is three and half years old. Can I submit my son’s
application through CITIC Bank?

06-03-2008 02:23:37

%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: Yes, your son can use the drop-off service
because he is under 14. He is not required to have an interview or have his
fingerprints taken. Make sure to include a copy of your visa, his birth
certificate, his endorsed I-20, and copies of your transcripts so that the visa
officer knows you are still in student status.
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wangl0: Dear Sonia,

I am a single mother and divorced on Sep. 2003, My son is 10 years old,
came to U.S.A. with me on May 2000 and went back to China on May 2001
because of my broken marriage. He has been raised by my parents since
2001.I currently hold a H-1 visa, my son's father got green card on Sep.
2005 and he didn't file any immigrant petition for his son these three years. I
am trying to apply a H-4 visa for my son. Is it easy to get refused for this
case?

Thank you very much. Sincerely yours, Wei Tan

%% Sonia Urbom: As long as your son is under 18, and you have a valid
H1 petition, your son is entitled to an H4 visa and there is no reason why he
should be refused a visa if you entered the U.S. legally and you are currently
in the U.S. legally. However, since he has not lived with you since 2001, you
must be able to show the visa officer that he is your son. You should prepare
his birth certificate, the passports that you and your son traveled on when
you went to the U.S in 2000, copies of correspondence between you and him,
evidence that you support him, etc.

06-03-2008 02:25:37

Tina2: Hello; I'm studying in Weston Oregon University of USA. I'm going
back to China in summer break. My visa will be expired at Nov 29th,2008. I
would like to renew it during my summer break in China. Because I would
like to visit my fiance in TaiWan during Christmas 2008, then go back to USA.
Is that ok to renew your visa even the visa hasn't expired yet. thanks~

I H % Sonia Urbom: Yes, you can renew it even though it has not expired.
You should be able to use our drop off service, but you might want to include
a letter that explains why you are renewing the visa early. Returning
students should always have copies of their transcripts when applying to
renew their visas.

11



06-03-2008 02:26:07

Ruojia: Form DS 157 asks if the applicant has made specific travel
arrangement. Is it a good idea to purchase flight ticket before an applicant
was approved for his/her B2 visa?

%% Sonia Urbom: No. You should never purchase an airplane ticket
before receiving your visa. We always encourage people to apply for the visa
as far in advance as possible, so you will still have time to purchase an
airplane ticket. You should, however, have some plan for where you are
going and where you will stay in the U.S. before your interview.

06-03-2008 02:27:00

%K Sonia Urbom: Name: helen988

> Timestamp: 05-28-2008 19:42:35

> Question:

sy, WA EEM AL, A4 9 A RPTRI I Et AN LFE,  SE IO SEUE & AT
SRk S SSEBGE EAT (F 2 BOR S SR TR B BT 2 AT 2R aE ) S A S E P i)
P BC IR I R 5 i B H RS ERAT 2, RS RN, AR,
HIBA LA S, KEOATESRAR T, L, ARSI

INF Rl S >

> Hi officer. If an American friend wants to sponsor me to have sightseeing
in Alaska in this September, what documents does he need to prepare? Do
you have any requirements for the invitation letter? Does he need to provide
any certificate to prove that he can cover my expenditure? Where he can get
these certificates? I myself do not have that much money or a stable job. My
salary is not high. Do you think I can get a visa? Thank you. >

Answer: Under U.S. immigration law, an American citizen cannot “sponsor”
someone to visit the U.S. An applicant must qualify for the visa herself by
showing that she has strong ties her home and that she does not intend to
immigrate to the U.S.

W ER R, REARAGE VR A el 5E &, W A H S eI B A E R
AT o T ) 25 SR T LN TS B 5E B SR AR 1) e At

06-03-2008 02:27:35

Franky2: I already finished my first year of master, still have another year,
and I'm now back to China to see my parents, my visa will be expired until
July 11st, but I will go back to the U.S on July 3rd, so do I need to apply for
visa again in case I might want to come back next year? Thanks!

%% Sonia Urbom: You can still use your current visa to enter the U.S., as
long as you enter before the date that the visa expires. It is up to you
whether or not you want to apply for another visa now, or next time you
return from the U.S. Just keep in mind that it can take about one month to
process a student visa, so you should apply when you have plenty of time to
wait for the visa processing.

06-03-2008 02:28:30
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sunnyqi: Hello!My husband and me are both worked for the banks.He's in
Bank of China, and I worked for a Swedish bank. We'd like to apply a tourist
visa to the US to pay visit to our relatives in the US.But we heard in recently
for those who worked for financial institutions will definitely get the refusal.
My husband has a colleague got three times refusal for this reason. Could
you please suggest us how could we got the visa in this circumstance? Is this
the side effection of sub-prime crisis? Thanks a lot!

%M Sonia Urbom: I can assure you that there is no policy to refuse visas
for people who work for financial institutions. I do not know why there is
such a rumor right now, but it is certainly not based in reality. Visa policy is
determined by the Immigration and Nationality Act and is not related to the
economy

06-03-2008 02:28:55

Kendrew: what should i do if i lost my I-20 form?can i get another one?
%K Sonia Urbom: You must ask your school to supply you with a new I20.
We cannot issue you a visa without one.

06-03-2008 02:29:21

I # Sonia Urbom: Name: mxh

> Timestamp: 05-29-2008 21:58:40

> Question:

& ! Jerggriiioe 2009 4 9 JTEINN, H4aE 8 J1 BK LE 5 AE phd ZfiH, il 3Kk
(P BRSO 2 5 e ) S5 m e s 2 1934

> My passport will expire in this September. I will go to the US pursue my
PHD which lasts 5 years. Will my soon-expired passport have any negative
impact on my application? >

ANSWER: No. A visa only gives you permission to apply for entry to the U.S.
at a port of entry (like an airport). The immigration officer at the border will
determine how long you can stay in the U.S. For a student, that amount of
time is called “duration of status.” That means, you can stay as long as your
are a full-time student.

NE, FFUe PR EAS R (LEY) B A CE, B R ik
TEASAEE T LM 2 A, bR S, B i S A3 5, g 3 B ST
e I, ke DME AN,

06-03-2008 02:29:44

%% Sonia Urbom: > Name: kasumi2

> Timestamp: 05-30-2008 04:03:10

> Question: &L w5 R T R R NGE2Y, T SEUE S RS R 2

e Phifnyse Bl s > JEHE S

> Hi. We need to have our fingerprints done in the Consulate General in
Shanghai. What materials should we prepare? We want to apply for B1 visas.
Thank you so much. >

ANSWER: Please look at our website for details on how to prepare for the
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visa interview. This page might be useful for you - http://shanghai-
ch.usembassy-china.org.cn/how_to_apply.html

LB R B AT = & e N A, 34 T BN T RE ST BT ),
http://shanghai-ch.usembassy-china.org.cn/how_to_apply.html.

06-03-2008 02:30:58

weiwei2: Urgent: My F-1 visa(1l year duration, M entries) will expire in Sep,
2008. Last year, due to the admistrative process, when I received my visa, I
had missed the starting date of my graduate program. The same school
deferred my scholarship and this year, I plan to go in Aug.

(1)Do I need a new visa application or fingerprint process or what? When I
enter, do I need to show documents other than the visa and the new I-20?
Do I need to show emails of last year saying they would defer my admission?
(2) If I come back in Sep 20th, after the expiration of my current F-1 visa
(which will expire on Sep 04th)for some personal things, when I come back
to the university in America, I need to apply for a new visa, right? but at that
time, I will not be able to have my transcript, will that be a deficiency for my
visa application? Thank you very much for your reply. Yours

%K Sonia Urbom: If your visa is still valid, you can use it to enter the U.S.
with your new 120 and you do not need to apply for a new one. If I
understand correctly, however, you already know that you need to come
back to China in September. If that is the case, it sounds like it would be
better for you to apply for a new visa now, while you still have time for any
administrative processing. If you come in September for a short visit, your
return could be delayed for visa processing.

06-03-2008 02:31:52

cui xin: My visa has been washed by washing machine, the letters are very
clear but my photo looks a little white, what can I do?

%K Sonia Urbom: Response: I suggest you fax a copy of your visa to the
Embassy or Consulate that issued it and ask about the appropriate procedure.
They may be able to issue you another one, but you would need to return the
current one to be cancelled.

06-03-2008 02:32:57

%K Sonia Urbom: > Name: Jihou
> Timestamp: 05-31-2008 05:47:46
> Question: I KT

>

ot EA, Bk RkE, JUERETIFE 4 % 1, DMEBAREST., E£ENGE, 4
B, e N R W, 1 ] B [l b ] ST S AR AR E IR 2 K
e SRUE S I EER L 2 R, IR RE, 7 >

>

> Hello officer: I am a Chinese citizen and a single mother. I have been
working in Thailand for 4 years. My child studies in Thailand. I have a house
and savings in China. My child and I want to visit the US. Should we apply for
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visas here in Thailand or China? What documents should we prepare for
interview especially in Thailand? Thank you.

06-03-2008 02:33:17

%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: It is often more difficult for people who do not
live in their home country to qualify for a visa to the U.S. This is because in
order to qualify for a visa, you must show that you have a residence abroad
that you do not intend to abandon and that you have strong social and
economic ties to your home. This is harder when you live in one place, but
have a “"home” somewhere else. We usually recommend that people apply for
a visa where they work and live, but where you apply is your decision. I
suggest you look at the U.S. Embassy website for Thailand and China. The
documents you prepare should help show the visa officer you do not intend
to immigrate to the U.S.

Sp 1S SE AN JoE A A A T [T AR A5 5B 52 B SRR = LU N, SR JE Y T
A ER B0 A B A T SO (R R T HLASA K b A 2 R i
VPRV, HAESEEAE AT, TS S AT AR, sLERERE 1
I Y AR T A F R AR TR T i, (Hoe A L R AR e, ot [&
T e FEI B L (5 il Je B (P O D sal, A8V &4 1 SO R o SERE RS AR ) 35 [ s A A
B R EEFT R,

06-03-2008 02:33:38

%% Sonia Urbom: Name: Billy Du > Timestamp: 05-31-2008 20:45:44 >
Question: fEMFHLAERE M DS-156 AA%Ayrh Chie? #3111 > Where can we
download Chinese DS-156 form? Answer: There is no Chinese DS-156 form.
The sample of a complete electronic DS-156 can be found here:
http://chinese.usembassy-china.org.cn/uploads/images/CmiPu-
FzioexDgn9AXC4Dw/Sample--completed_DS-156.pdf DS-

156 At b SR, B EE T DS-

156 KA plit B - http://chinese.usembassy-
china.org.cn/uploads/images/CmiPu-FzioexDgn9AXC4Dw/Sample--
completed_DS-156.pdf

06-03-2008 02:34:42

wpliu: Dear Sonia, I applied a visa to US for astrophysics symposium
followed by a visit to a reserch institue, which will take a duration from July
26 to August 5. I got the B1/B2 visa last week, but the expiration date on the
visa is July 29. How can I make a extenstion of expiration date in order to
finish all my activities? Is it possible for me to just go to US and make
extension then? You know, I fixed all the programs, send registration fees,
and booked the tickets and hotels, so I rellay would like to keep the original
schedule. With best regards, Weiping Liu in Beijing

%M Sonia Urbom: The visa only gives you permission to apply for entry
at the port of entry (like an airport). It does not determine how long you can
stay in the U.S. The immigration officer at the border will tell you how long
you can stay when you enter the country. As long as your visa is still valid on
the day you enter the U.S., you should not have any problems.
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06-03-2008 02:35:25

I # Sonia Urbom: Name: liyuan > Timestamp: 06-01-2008 01:28:04 >
Question:

BHIRIRAE SE [, A TF, Mtz 1 FT, MBI IRSE KRR L, NS
)b il T E], ARG, i RN A AR SCE L Bt u], IR TR AR 2R
T DI A R ARG RO, B LM 10 Y, R AR, B AE I At th
B, NI TS L R AT 5 BB 5 G 2 R A, (H AV AR By K
) 2)LRMEEPS, BUCp PR BT, BT R, B TEL GG RS,
ML R R F TR, o B K3 2 Fef o mlz, s iR E AT
HETRS, MG, INTEAC, e BRI G &K EE, m&EFfH T AR
o ABEP 2 A hlE 2 W%, > > My sister lives in the US. She has a job
there and bought a house. Her family invites us to visit them. I am too busy
with my job and my husband went to the US before so we won’t go this time.
My daughter is only 10 years old and she has been living with my parents all
the time. We want her to visit the US with my parents in this summer
vacation. Last week they applied for their visas together but only my parents
got visas. Visa officer said children must be taken by their parents to apply
for visas. Can my husband take her to the embassy? Or it is better that I
take her to your office? If my child gets a visa, can she go with my parents
without my husband and I? Will they have difficulties at the port of entry?
Thank you for your answer.

06-03-2008 02:35:38

%M Sonia Urbom: Answer: If your husband has traveled to the U.S.
before, it would be best if he applied for your daughter (she does not have to
come to the Embassy for the interview). He should submit his passport with
his old U.S. visa in it, as well as any other passports he has. It would also
help the visa officer to see your passports. There is no problem with your
daughter traveling to the U.S. with her grandparents; the problem is that in
general, the visa officer needs to know that a child’s parents are qualified for
a visa before issuing a visa to the child.

ARAE A TAT 22 R S, T~ dne b (B )Ll (2 LR ik flipdimse) o flt i
PE A AR &G IR SE E S B DA AR HoAR g, 0 B 2R IR s A 5,
L UREAC RERL SEIRAT AN AT "al g, "mle i k2, TR AEh T B B5L
LEHLE LA RS & 155 B2 1,

06-03-2008 02:36:27

Victor Huang: Dear Sonia Urbom, I am a Chinese semiconductor engineer at
Samsung Electronics in South Korea. I have been in Korea for almost four
years (2-year master courses 2-year work experience). Recently I got
admission from Yale MBA program, and had my visa interview at US
Embassy in Seoul. However, my visa application was rejected because "the
lack of strong tie in China and Korea". Could you please tell me what kind of
"strong tie" are you looking for? I sincerely do NOT have any intention to
stay in USA after getting my MBA degree, but I don't have any hard evidence
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to prove my "strong tie" (whatever it means). I am reapplying in Beijing next
month. Could you please give me some advice of how to show my "strong
tie" in China to visa officer? Thank you.

%% Sonia Urbom: Dear Victor, I know that the term “strong ties” can be
confusing. This just means that according to U.S. visa law, an applicant has
to prove that they have social and economic “ties” to a home outside the U.S.
that they do not intend to abandon. In other words, you have to show the
visa officer that your life outside of the U.S. is such that you would not have
any intention of staying illegally in the U.S. “Ties” can refer to family, friends,
a career, property, etc. Sometimes it is harder for applicants to qualify for a
visa when they are in a third country. Just because you were refused a visa
in Seoul does not mean you are not qualified for a visa. Usually, in Beijing,
people going to schools like Yale do not have any problems qualifying for a
visa.

06-03-2008 02:37:08

% Sonia Urbom: > Name: Hui > Timestamp: 06-01-2008 01:43:33 >
Question:

POEGETL AR 29I S e 7 A, BEEATE S5 ANENE AR A S SRE A FEE 2
B SRR A AN REBE BT 2 % > > My mother-in-law made an
appointment in May but was scheduled to have her interview in July. She
wants to apply for an early appointment. What are the procedures? Do we
need to pay for extra fee or we cannot get an early appointment at all?
Thank you. >

06-03-2008 02:37:16

%% Sonia Urbom: Answer: Summer is a very busy time for U.S. visas.
We can only grant expedited appointments for students, business travelers,
or others with an urgent need to travel to the U.S. Please look at the website
of the Embassy or Consulate where you live to see more information about
requesting an expedited appointment. There is no fee for an early
appointment.

A RE B Ele ], B HRE S A e 7 IRA T B S TR IR TR SR BN ST
EN R EE )1V S TERI L G2 Sl DEEY SN R NS S D a1 e el g Ny B S8 DK 4 5 oI
AR

06-03-2008 02:37:48

phrases: I am a postgraduate student, I will take part in an annual meeting
of scientific research this July in the US., my supervisor will support me for
this trip and he will go with me and he had already get his visa. My question
is shall I prepare any material about my supervisor's financial certification or
something like that?

%K Sonia Urbom: The most important thing is that you can explain to the
visa officer who is supporting your trip and why. You are welcome to bring a
letter from your supervisor and his financial information, but the visa officer
probably will not ask for it.
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06-03-2008 02:38:13

clueless: i am a Filipino working in china. I have a residence permit and i
would like to travel and tour to US to visit my relatives. can i apply here in
guangzhou. and what are the guidelines i should follow.

% Sonia Urbom: You are welcome to apply for a visa any where that
you live and work, but it is often harder for someone living outside of their
home country to qualify for a visa. Please see our website for more
information on qualifying for a B1/2 visa.

06-03-2008 02:38:51

%% Sonia Urbom: > Name: leo2 > Timestamp: 06-01-2008 20:41:55 >
Question: Faiy B, fEL, BEAE W LA >

Hoe 2004 4F 11 A2 B, AFEEREc- 7 REAR, BPHNRets 1 2
002 11y 3 H, A JLAERpS sl edss, sl Boftlgn), > >

L ACRBAR L RE L, R F RS AW AR R i ede s ? >
2R B EFHIRIE, GERER F Sk i %57 > Dear officer: I have some
questions. > I filed immigration petition in November of 2004. My mother
became an American citizen this year. I still have several years to wait. If I
want to study in the US, will I be presumed to be an immigrant at the time of
my F-1 application? If I want to visit my mother, can I apply for a tourist
visa?

06-03-2008 02:39:03

%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: Only the visa officer who interviews you can
determine whether or not you are qualified for a visa. You are right, the visa
officer might consider you to be an intending immigrant and find you
unqualified for a nonimmigrant visa since you have already applied for an
immigrant visa. However, it depends on your whole situation. You are
welcome to apply. The most important thing is to be truthful on your
application and in your visa interview.

U T2 (S B A BRI E SR 5 A5 5 B0, By, B e N &
L2 7R RS SR )i A AR G IR ) B et (Hog, AUk T4
AR OL, B TVR A T i T B e AR AR HR i 2 b DL A T e BN

06-03-2008 02:39:58

%% Sonia Urbom: > Name: 1262

> Timestamp: 05-23-2008 11:41:16

> Question:

FA B, Ay, FRPEre KERE 2 F05 2 4 H 9 B, OB AT R
W, REVRE IAH, HEPAERICA MR, B 7w — Foefh ~ B, S
>

> I applied for a business visa on April 9. I was told that my case needed
additional administrative processing which normally takes a month. As of
today, I have not yet received my visa. I want to know the reason. Thank
you.
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06-03-2008 02:40:12

I # Sonia Urbom: Answer: Unfortunately, during the summer months,
when many people are traveling to the U.S, administrative processing can
take longer. However, it is possible that there is some problem with your
application. Perhaps the Embassy is still waiting for some information from
you. I suggest that you send a fax inquiring about your specific case to the
Embassy or consulate where you applied. You should be able to find the fax
number on our website.

i, EARE NREEE SR T, AT B )2 M, o th A TR ER s i
Sernlfg, AT T KA AR S R O S E R, PO [EE T OO GG T B PT R
LTS (55 (6 Fiaa]— & AR DAEF (T Bl 821 8 2 e,

06-03-2008 02:41:01

%K Sonia Urbom: name: John_Indiana

> Timestamp: 06-01-2008 22:41:47

> Question: # 2006 -7 H&H KA L 3F1,

A RIIRG— AR Bz 52 Soen] DB 372 KAEL,

> I applied for my F-1 visa in Shanghai for the first time in July of 2006. Do I
always have to apply in Shanghai in the future? Can I apply in Beijing? My
home is in Shanxi. <BR.

Answer: We always recommend that people apply for a visa in the place
where they normally work and live.

] IEHEA KRR A Il TOERA TR Wi

06-03-2008 02:45:27

chloebebe: Hi, offcier, I am green card holder and my husband is US citizen.
My parents want to go to US to look after our children. Is it possible they can
get one year travel visa? They are from Bj, and both 62 years old.

%M Sonia Urbom: Keep in mind that a B1/2 visa is intended for short
visits to the U.S. for business or tourism. Some visa officers do not consider
taking care of grandchildren for one year to meet the requirements of a B1/2
visa. Your parents need to show that they do not intend to immigrate to the
U.S. in order to qualify for the visa. If they do intend to immigrate to the
U.S., you should consider applying for an immigrant visa for them. There is
lots of information about immigrant visas on the website of our consulate in
Guangzhou, which is where we process immigrant visas to the U.S. You can
also get information at http://travel.state.gov.

06-03-2008 02:46:09

jinuliwei: i want to know if my adress was changed ,when the ambassy sends
me the package for me,how can i get it.can i inform them and give them my
new adress? thank you very much.

% Sonia Urbom: This depends on where you applied for a visa. In
Beijing, your passport would be returned through the China Post office in the
visa service center, so you would need to contact them.
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06-03-2008 02:46:43

%% Sonia Urbom: Name: Holly2

Timestamp: 06-02-2008 02:28:07

Question:

H— B EE R SR g — A AR SRR DA K i o AR S IER Jig, B
AR A e — A N, ASHBEEL 56 - BN e i Ao A AT 2 BRI 2 28 4y
Hid 2 ¥ A university in the US invited a friend of mine and his wife to
visit their campus and negotiate their future cooperation. His wife is currently
serving in army. Do you have any limitations for active army on visa policies?
Or any special processings? Thank you.

ANSWER: No, we do not have any special requirements for people in the
army.
A, BT H NEA R KR

06-03-2008 02:49:15

% Sonia Urbom: Name: woodywu Timestamp: 06-02-2008 06:05:35
Question:

R Ay B2 kB BHs AEJeils], WY BORKFA HL 20 N 1 HA
Fs BREWGE 797 RdE, 145 3T, B4 RS HA 193500k, By
B2 Fr ) 1, Bop MR REA RN, i w Hon 6 A E HOH R HE 7 ol
Pzl fory B2 $3-2 1 have a B2 visa with multiple entries. When I was in
the US, I applied for an H-4 visa because my wife is an H-1. DHS issued me
I-797 form. However, three month passed, I have not yet received my H-4
document. My B-2 visa will expire soon. I want to visit my wife again. Do I
apply for an H-4 or a B-2 visa?

06-03-2008 02:50:27

I Sonia Urbom: Answer: It is extremely important that you do not stay
illegally in the U.S. Your B2 visa was probably valid for one year, but that
does not mean that you can stay in the U.S. for one year. Usually, you can
stay in the U.S. only for six months, unless the immigration officer at the
airport (or other port of entry) wrote in your passport that you can stay
longer. Whether you apply for an H4 or B2 is up to you, but the H4 is valid
for as long as your petition is valid and it is intended for people who are
living in the U.S. The B2 visa is only for short-term tourists. What kind of
visa you apply for depends on what you want to do in the U.S. and how long
you want to stay there. I suggest you ask your wife's sponsor for assistance.
If you cannot find out from the Department of Homeland Security whether or
not your change of status to an H4 visa has been approved, you should leave
the U.S. before you overstay the amount of time you were allowed to stay in
the U.S. If you overstay, you will not be eligible for another visa.

A L E IR RS L E 2, 181 B2 S — a5, B H AR &R LA
FETH —F, BT DA SEEE ORI, BRIFENLE, (AL AR M R e
FHAE AR LI B AanT DA B S RCpf ), R H B8 B2 ik A O, (Hog RS
PR, 10 HA g2, 1 BB e S E IR AHER, B2 FidUgE T
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06-03-2008 02:51:11

elaine2: Hello, I have question regarding the renewal of student visa. I'm
currently a first MBA student in the US with F1 visa and will graduate in April
2009. My visa expires in June, and I'm thinking of going back to China to see
my family either in the summer or during Christmas. Would there be
differences in considerations for the visa renewal if I go back and apply in
August or in December? Thank you very much. Elaine

%% Sonia Urbom: No, there should not be.

06-03-2008 02:52:36

wzy: What should I have before I make a visa appointment? Only a
passport? My I-20 form is on the way now. Can I make a appointmen with
my passort and the admission letter? Thanks a lot!

I # Sonia Urbom: You must have your 120 form before your visa
interview. If the 120 form comes late, you can request an expedited
appointment.

06-03-2008 02:53:05

%% Sonia Urbom: Name: summer2

Timestamp: 06-02-2008 21:33:30

Question: fRIf, LTV T 6 ] 6 HHYFIS (HAEHM I-

20 RE 6 H 7 53, Fonf DAkt Fhrpe 2 Pos Sk & AT S e 2

Hi. My appointment is on June 6 but my I-20 won't arrive until June 7. Can I
have interview as scheduled? What certificates should I prepare?

06-03-2008 02:53:22

%K Sonia Urbom: Answer: You must have your 120 before you can come
for your appointment. You should send a fax to the Embassy or consulate
where you are applying and ask to have your appointment date changed.
Please see our website for more information on what students should bring to
the interview: http://chinese.usembassy-
china.org.cn/niv_student.html

@ e e 2 B 5= 3 1-

20 . BN 2GR T O ORI HE RS TS (E E BEOR O SIS e, i A
PG A X A AT S U 4 (5 S - http:/ /chinese.usembassy-
china.org.cn/niv_student.html

06-03-2008 02:57:23
Freyja212: There are many students who want to get their visa in Beijing.
But the number of interviews are limited. Is there any possibility that the
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Embassy will arrange more interviews in June? I must have visa inerview
before graduation from the University before July indeed. Thank you!

3§ # Sonia Urbom: Summer is always our busiest season and
unfortunately, the wait for visa appointments is sometimes longer than we
would like it to be. Students are always given priority for visa appointments.
You can request an expedited appointment by following the directions on our
website. Also, hopefully some new appointments will be available in Beijing in
July and August.

06-03-2008 03:01:12

max2: Dear officer: my parents visited us in the US ten years ago. They
stayed with us for two years. I am inviting them to come to visit us again.
However, they no longer have the extension approvals from their last visit.
What should they do? Also, do they have to have our original I-94 forms? We
have been in the US for about 20 years now (we are naturalized citizens),
and we couldn't find the forms. Please help.

%M Sonia Urbom: In general, applicants should always bring copies of
their old passports and visa extensions to the interview. You should try
contacting the Department of Homeland Security to see if they can provide
copies of your parents visa extensions. If not, you should write a letter, in
English, explaining when your parents were in the U.S., when they got their
extension, etc. And, your parents should be ready to explain this. What is
important is to demonstrate that your parents were not in the U.S. illegally.
The visa officer will need to know when your parents left the U.S. and
returned to China.

06-03-2008 03:01:46
%M Sonia Urbom: Thank you all for joining us for today's webchat. I
appreciated your questions, and was sorry that I could not answer all of

them. Please join us for our next webchat on June 17!
RO AR S HA KM e, FEHRGSHESEH wlf, O EEk I B ol 2 e Rk, v
HWARESIMFNT IR 6 H 17 HIMLE,
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