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¶ New online DS-160 nonimmigrant visa (NIV) application form 

¶ DS-160

¶ Replaces the following forms: 

¶ ԆЮ‟

- DS-156 ñNonimmigrant Visa Application

- ò DS-156 

- DS-157 ñSupplemental Nonimmigrant Visa Applicationò

- DS-157 Ἱᶕ

- DS-158 ñContact Information and Work History for Nonimmigrant Visa Applicantò 

DS-158 ӝ ᶕ ᴐ

¶ Mandatory as of March 1, 2010

¶ ұ2010 3 1

- Optional from February 1 through February 28 

ӝ ұ2010 2 1 2 28 ᴳ

Background ᶕ



Advantages to Applicants
ѝ ӝ ᵏԈЮᵳ‾̔

¶One form instead of three У ԆԈ₥Ьэ

¶Completely online ïnothing to fill out by hand

ð

¶Family and group feature ïno need to fill in identical data more than 

once 

ӝð ү ᾗ ᶕ

¶Save feature ïdonôt need to complete all at once

ᶑ ╖ ðа У ᶕ ᾗ

¶Frequent applicants can save application for reuse

ӝ ᶑ ᶕ Ԉᵳ ᴳ

¶Print only a single confirmation page

ᶕ



Pay Fee ѐᶕ
ӻ

Make Appointment 
ᶕ ╘ѐ ̂4008-872-

333ὤ 021-3881-
4611Э ̃

Complete Form  ᾗ

ɆOnline at 
https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/ 

ᾗ

Interview 

ɆAt Embassy ᴳ

ɆFingerprint 

Pick Up Visa 

ɆMake  arrangements for 
return of passports 
through China Post.

Ɇ ╕
Ȃ

Only the application form has 
changed ɀOther parts of the 
process remain the same



Step 1 ɀAccessing the 
Application
У ɂ
¶Go to 

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv

¶Read the instructions and 
press ñStart Applicationò
ӷ ̆  ľ

Ŀ

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv


Step 2 ɀChoose the 
Embassy

ү ɂ ᴳ
¶Choose the Embassy or 

Consulate where you will 

apply

эᴳ
Ү

¶Press ñTest Photoò to begin 

uploading your photo

 ľ Ŀ Э
ּ



Step 3 ɀUpload Photo
Ь ɂЭּ

¶Browse to your photo and press 
ñUpload Selected Photoò

 ľЭּ
Ŀ

¶If your photo meets the quality 
standards, you can press 
ñContinue Using This Photoò

Эּ ῆ̆
Ԉ  ľ ᴳ

Ŀ

¶If your photo does not pass, press 
ñContinue Without A Photoò

̆
 ľ Эּ ̆ ЮУ
Ŀ



Step 4 ɀFill In The 
Form

ɀ ᾗ
¶Complete all questions 

carefully and accurately
ӷ ῆ

¶Inserting wrong 

information or leaving 

required items blank will 

only delay your application

ὡ ᶕ а ᾗ

Ȃ



Saving an Application

ᶑ
¶If you canôt finish in one sitting, you can 

save the application to your hard drive 
and continue later

У ᾗ ,
ὲᶑ ⁮ ѐԈ ᾗ

¶Press ñSaveò at the bottom of any data 
entry page
  Ю ñᶑ ò

¶Press ñSave Application to Fileò
 ñᶑ ⁮ ֒ ò

¶Press ñSaveò and navigate to the place 
you want to save your application

 Ȱᶑ ȱ ȟὲᶑ ⁮



Retrieving a Saved 
Application   ᶑ

¶Browse to a saved application file

ᶑ ֒
¶Press ñUpload Dataò

 ñЭּ ò



Tips 

¶If a question doesnôt apply to you, you 
must check the ñDoes Not Applyò box 

¶ а , òа
ò

¶Answer fully and include as much detail 
as you can

¶ ᾗ ᶕ

¶Be especially careful with the yes/no 
questions near the end ïmisrepresenting 
the facts can make you ineligible to 
receive a visa ever 

ñ / ò
ï ᾗֶ



Step 5ɀReviewing Your 
Application 

5 ɀ

¶You have an opportunity to review and 

edit all your answers before submitting 

your application

Ӈ ₥, ֶ ᶢ

¶Check carefully that everything is 

correct ïitôs impossible to make 

changes later

Ԉ ᶑ ᶕ ï

Ѯ а ṁ֗ᴉ ᶢ



Step 6ɀSubmitting Your 
Application

6 ï Ӈ
¶Once you submit your application, 
you canôt change it 
У Ӈҩ , ‡а ᾋᶢ

¶Pressing ñSign and Submit 
Applicationò constitutes your 
electronic signature, certifying that 
all the answers on the application are 
true 
 . ñ Ӈ ò ֶ

, Ԉ ᴔ


