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The Week That Changed the World
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on the 40th Anniversary of U.S. President Nixon's Visit to China
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“THE WEEK THAT CHANGED THE WORLD"”
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U.S. PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA
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Letter from the Editor
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FriB s T 1973F F R 18]
FE, ERECEXETLBUHEM (CNN) B35
EE244E, HOPH8EBECNNIERS I, fhifis
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FEIFCNN, MERBMMAKFEXTARFTOSRH
KA. AL ST RFMADVDNAT i B BT /97
R—XRERECENRE.

201t 42 BOFALFIG0LEAR . CNNFFEI T 24/ )\ 3 )
ANEE, CAXENAFI THFERNPELEN
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XA ERAINE,

FiERAE2006 5. "EYENM4FE, B—
HUEESRIE—RIEEDENER. Z2—1IEE
BENNS, MRRMOIRE X R B 2N HE i
TRENOHEFBEHHNE. BARZREERTN
TERMED.

W, ARMERT FEBREMIGERNIRL
XEIEENRE, FRNNX—HEEFHARTE
XREBH FTIAIR.
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GroR) ER%HE

February 2012 marks the fortieth anniversary of
U.S. President Richard Nixon’s visit to China. That
week in history dramatically changed not only the U.S.
and China, but also the world. To provide our readers
with a unique perspective of this event, I invited Mike
Chinoy to be guest editor of this commemorative issue
of Xin Jiao Liu.

Mike Chinoy first visited China in 1973, and later
spent 24 years as a foreign correspondent for CNN,
including eight years as the network’s Beijing Bureau
Chief. He also served as Hong Kong Bureau Chief and
Senior Asia Correspondent. He left CNN in 2006 and
is now a Senior Fellow at the U.S. China-Institute at
the University of Southern California. The focus of his
current research, the history of American journalists
in China, appears in these pages and in the enclosed
DVD.

In the 1980s and 1990s, when CNN pioneered
the concept of a 24-hour news station, Mike Chinoy’s
reporting from China was seen by millions of American
viewers. For many, including myself, his reporting was
our first meaningful glimpse into China and his stories
piqued our interest in the country.

Chinoy wrote in 2006: “For the last 24 years, I've
had a front row seat — watching history as it happened.
It’s been a rare privilege. And if it’s helped those of you
who’ve been along for the ride make at least a little bit
better sense of your world, then I’ll feel I've done my
job.”

And so he brings us here, the stories of the select
number of American journalists who experienced
Nixon’s visit first-hand, providing for us a sense of the
scope and meaning of this moment in history.

Rowena Saura
Beijing Editor
Xin Jiao Liu

B BRI T8 S HIRTE

Note from Guest Editor Mike Chinoy
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Richard Nixon’s visit to China in February
1972 changed the course of history — reshaping the
global balance of power and opening the door to
the establishment of relations between the People’s
Republic and the United States.

It was also a milestone in the history of
journalism. Since the revolution of 1949, the Chinese
government had barred virtually all American reporters
from visiting the People’s Republic. For the Nixon
trip, however, China agreed to accept nearly 100 U.S.
journalists, and to allow the most dramatic events —
President Nixon’s arrival in Beijing, Premier Zhou
Enlai’s welcoming banquet, Nixon’s visits to the Great
Wall and the Forbidden City — to be televised live.

The coverage was arguably almost as important as
the details of the diplomacy. It profoundly transformed
American and international perceptions of China,
generated the public support Nixon needed to change
U.S. policy, and laid the groundwork for the Chinese
government’s gradual moves to open the country to
greater international media coverage.

While the outlines of the Nixon trip are familiar,
the behind-the-scenes story of how that momentous
event was covered is much less well-known. With
Assignment: China, a project aimed at documenting the
history of American journalists in China from the mid-
1940s to the present day, the U.S.-China Institute at
the University of Southern California is working to fill
that gap. One major part of this project is to tell the
story of the U.S. reporters who accompanied President
Nixon — largely in their own words, We are pleased to
be able to share this colorful tale with the readers of
Xin Jiao Liu. And we are delighted to provide you with
a copy of our documentary film, Assignment: China —
The Week that Changed the World to accompany this
issue.

Mike Chinoy
Guest Editor
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

of the U.S.—China Institute of the University of Southern California

Annenberg School of Journalism and Communication
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We established the U.S.-China Institute (china.
usc.edu) of the University of Southern California’s
Annenberg School of Journalism and Communication
to focus on the U.S.-China relationship - the most
important bilateral relationship in the world. We
know that the impact of the media on cross-cultural
understanding is immense. That’s why we launched
our Assignment: China project. Assignment: China
explores the work of the American news media in China
since the 1940s. Journalists have had a big impact on
what Americans knew and thought about China. We’re
delighted to share with you our work focusing on
President Richard Nixon’s 1972 trip to China.

The Nixon visit ushered in an era of direct
communication, in which our countries have developed
rich economic, cultural, social, and political ties. The
relationship has never been trouble-free, but thanks
to the opening engineered by American and Chinese
leaders forty years ago, we understand each other much
better and are better able to address our differences.
This segment of Assignment: China explores how the
U.S. media reported this historic summit, and how both
the American and Chinese government sought to shape

that coverage.

Assignment: China is just one way that the U.S.-
China Institute works to inform public discussion of the
multifaceted U.S.-China relationship. Our institute, part
of USC’s Annenberg School for Communication and
Journalism, does this in a number of other ways:

-- through cutting-edge research on crucial trends
and issues affecting the U.S. and China.

-- through innovative instructional programs which

involve students in the production of knowledge and not
merely consumption of it.

-- through publications,including online magazines
US-China Today (uschina.usc.edu), and Asia Pacific
Arts (asiapacificarts.usc.edu) .

-- through influential public conferences and
presentations featuring top scholars, policymakers,
journalists, and others (many of these are available for
viewing at our website).

-- and through professional development programs
targeting teachers, media professionals, business people
and others.

Our documentary films are a central part of our
outreach effort. In addition to Assignment: China,
we have also produced educational films examining
presidential politics and U.S.-China relations, the
changing cross-strait relationship, and tensions in the
South China Sea. In these documentaries and in our
other projects, our aim is to provide timely, compelling,
and reliable information about vital issues.

Thank you for taking time to read these excerpts
and watch Assignment: China. We invite you to visit
our website to access other films and resources. Please
don’t hesitate to contact us with your questions and

comments. Please write to us at uschina@usc.edu.

Clayton Dube
Executive Director
USC U.S.-China Institute

website: china.usc.edu
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On a chilly morning in February 1972, President
Richard Nixon, the ultimate anti-communist cold
warrior, left Washington for Beijing, the heart of
communist China. For the President — and the reporters
accompanying him - it was a journey into the unknown.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I just found myself thinking -what is President Nixon
getting into? What is the United States of America
getting into? And what are we journalists getting into?
And what am [ getting into with this?”

On Air Force One, Nixon staffers, including Dwight
Chapin, who managed the president’s schedule, had set
up a TV to watch live coverage of the departure. They
well understood how important the press was to the
success of this trip.

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“We had a way that we operated at the White House. We
always had a purpose. The purpose would underscore a
presidential initiative. And we would figure out what we
wanted to have be the headline, the picture, the story,
and the caption on a given event.”

The story here was Richard Nixon reversing two
decades of American hostility to Mao Zedong’s China
and trying to build bridges to counter the Soviet Union
and perhaps help the U.S. extricate itself from the war
in Vietnam.

20124 Fxa
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It had begun a year earlier, in April 1971, when the
Chinese suddenly invited an American ping pong team

competing at a tournament in Japan to visit Beijing.

TIM BOGGAN, U.S. PING-PONG TEAM
MEMBER

“We were at the Nagoya World Championships in
1971. Suddenly, we get this invitation. We all decided
to go. We knew right away we were not there to play

table tennis. It was a very symbolic situation.”

[he Chinese invited three American journalists to
cover the ping pong team. One of them was John Rich,

the long-time Asia correspondent for NBC News.

JOHN RICH, NBC NEWS

“When the U.S. ping pong team was invited in, I knew
that this was a big change and it was an important
story. I realized it was a big move on their part. They

wanted relations with the U.S.”

Another was John Roderick of the Associated Press,
who had been a correspondent in China from 1945-
48, and had spent seven months at the communist base
area in Yan’an, where he had gotten to know Chairman

Mao. Zhou Enlai, and other communist leaders.

JOHN RODERICK, ASSOCIATED PRESS (John
Roderick, Interviewed by James Lagier, July 17,
1998. AP Corporate Archives, New York)

“There were only two other Americans invited, John
Rich and Jack Reynolds of NBC. We flew from
Guangzhou to Beijing and joined the ping pong team.
There then ensued a series of extraordinary things.
Zhou Enlai, whom [ hadn’t seen since the caves of
Yan’an, met me at the Great Hall of the People —
this vast hall that they built, very luxurious, paintings
and thick rugs and that sort of thing, He shook hands
with me and he said, ‘Mr. Roderick, it’s been a long
time, hasn’t it?’ He gestured around the hall and says,
‘How does this compare with the caves of Yan’an?’ |

said. “Well, it’s somewhat of an improvement.’ And

then later on, when
he had the ping pong
teams all together in
a kind of a tea and a
press conference sort
of thing, I said to
him, ‘Please. We were
allowed to come to
China and we hoped it
would be just a beginning.” And he leaned forward and
said, through his interpreter, ‘Mr. Roderick, you have
opened the door.” And that was a reference to the fact
that relations between the United States and China
had now entered a new phase, that a door which had
been slammed in our face for all those years had now

opened up. *

Liang Geliang was the world table tennis champion
then, and played against the visiting Americans.

LIANG GELIANG, CHINESE PING PONG
PLAYER

“The U.S ping pong team asked to visit China, and after
permission was granted they made that visit. We were
happy to have this contact, because we hoped through
ping pong we could boost mutual understanding. It was
friendship first, and competition second.”

In the U.S,, the visit sparked intense public interest in
China.

JUDY HOARFROST, U.S. PING PONG TEAM
MEMBER

“There were so many pictures of Mao, and buildings
with red characters. Some of them were in English
and 1 wondered who were the English signs for? For
example, ‘People around the world unite and defeat
the U.S.’s aggressors and all their running dogs!” Who
is this for? I remember at one point asking someone
about that. They said that “Well, we make a distinction
between the people, we are friends with the American

people, but this is about the U.S. government.’”
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Three months later, Nixon sent his National Security
Adviser Henry Kissinger — in utmost secrecy- to
Beijing at the invitation of Chinese Premier Zhou
Enlai. The hope was to arrange a Presidential visit.
Nixon and Kissinger were terrified news of the trip
would leak out to reporters.

WINSTON LORD, KISSINGER AIDE

“We were entering uncharted waters. We hadn’t had
any contact with the Chinese for two decades. We’d
been at war with them in Korea. We’d had constant
propaganda exchanges and mutual insults. And so
there was a chance this would not be successful.
To raise expectations and have all this drama, and
then have it go down the tubes would have been
unfortunate. But more specifically, if it had got out
in advance, first, in the U.S., those who were fiercely
against any rapprochement with the Chinese, and
the pro-Taiwan lobby, would be invading the White
House and pressuring us to call it off.”

By coincidence, three American journalists were
in China as Kissinger prepared to make his trip -
Seymour Topping of the New York Times, Robert
Keatley of the Wall St. Journal, and William Atwood,
publisher of Newsday. Topping was married to
Audrey Ronning, a well-known photographer, whose
father, Chester, had been a Canadian diplomat in
China in the late 1940s and had known Zhou Enlai.
Chester Ronning had accompanied his two daughters
and son-in-law on their trip.

AUDREY RONNING TOPPING

“Zhou Enlai had hosted dad and me at a dinner and
my sister was there too, the three of us. And that
was when he [Zhou] said to dad, “We want you to
stay. Will you stay afterwards?” So Sylvia [Audrey’s
sister] and I went back to the hotel, and then dad had
a secret mission, a meeting with Zhou Enlai. And
I didn’t learn until a year later that Zhou Enlai had
asked him, ‘Can I trust Henry Kissinger?™”

SEYMOUR TOPPING, NEW YORK TIMES
“That’s the first time that Ronning became aware of

the fact that Kissinger was coming.”

AUDREY RONNING TOPPING

“Dad was very anti-Kissinger because of the Vietnam
War and the bombings that he was trying to stop,
but he said [to Zhou], ‘Any communication with the
Americans will be good for both China and United

States.”

The three correspondents, unaware that Kissinger
would be visiting, were invited to dinner with
Zhou, who used the occasion to send an important

diplomatic signal.

SEYMOUR TOPPING, NEW YORK TIMES

“The principal emphasis was on Taiwan. What he
[Zhou] did...which was extremely important, he
for the first time delineated the policy of peaceful
attraction of Taiwan, which still holds today. In
other words, there was not an intention with military
confrontation or invasion to take over Taiwan. It was
peaceful attraction, that not only the people, but the
government of Taiwan would be treated with courtesy.
So the policy that he enunciated there at that dinner
was actually the policy that exists today. It was to
some extent sending a signal but it was also laying
out what were Chinese attitudes in preparation for the

arrival of Kissinger.”
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Kissinger’s mission remained secret until Nixon’s

stunning announcement that he would visit China.

Dirck Halstead was a photographer for the news
|

agency United Press International.

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UNITED PRESS
INTERNATIONAL (UPI)

“] was covering the White House in the summer of
1971, and we were in San Clemente [California],
where Nixon used to go for his summer vacations.
Henry Kissinger, who had been with Nixon in
San Clemente, suddenly disappeared. A bunch of
reporters were trying to find him to ask a bunch of
questions and they couldn’t find him. [Then] Kissinger
reappeared and they announced he had been in China
and they had made an agreement with the Chinese to
invite President Nixon as a state visitor to China. Of

course, this was a huge bombshell.”

BERNARD KALB, CBS NEWS
“This represented an extraordinary breakthrough with

a great diplomatic gamble.”

From the start, Nixon was obsessed that the press,
with which he had a famously hostile relationship,
would sabotage his China initiative. Even during
Kissinger’s secret trip, Nixon was furious at the
New York Times. Times columnist James Reston had
been in China at the same time and been granted an
interview with Premier Zhou Enlai. Zhou said nothing
about Kissinger’s presence, but an angry Nixon, in
a conversation he secretly recorded with his aides,

ordered a White House freeze on all contact with the
Times.

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON (WHITE
HOUSE TAPE RECORDING, SEPT. 14, 1971)

“I want the goddamned staff to understand. The
blackout on the 7imes is total. We are not going to get
anything out of Reston except a bad shake. He did us
in. He did his best to do us in. It didn’t turn out that

way, particularly due to Zhou Enlai’s cooperation.”

Max Frankel was then the 7imes’ Washington bureau chief.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“He was particularly upset when Reston went to
China during the Kissinger negotiations and when
they published the interview with Zhou Enlai, Reston
had dared to ask how the Chinese felt about having
this classic Red-baiter now becoming their negotiating
partner. Nixon read that and decided in his particularly
paranoid manner that this was: They’re going to
sabotage my new relationship with China by calling
me a Red-baiter.”

The irony of a long-time anti-communist like Nixon
being the architect of an opening to Mao’s People’s
Republic was a theme in much of the media coverage

following the announcement of the visit.

TOM JARRRIEL, ABC NEWS

“We knew that Nixon, his fundamental political base
was the conservative right that hated China. And
Nixon a few years earlier, in the 60s, had talked about
the ‘bloodthirsty people’ running the red government
in Peking.”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“The context of my own thinking before going to
China on the Nixon visit [was] - we’d been through
in the United States a long period of heavy Cold
War propaganda. Some of the propaganda contained
truths, of course, but I just found myself thinking
what is this? What’s going to happen here? It was
such a shock that President Nixon of all people, the
quintessential Cold Warrior was changing colors, as
it were. The whole country, not just myself, but the
whole country, since shortly after World War Two,
China was seen as the second of the world’s two
major evils, the Soviet Union being the first, and it
was a confusing period, at least to me.”
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Front pages across the country headlined the arrival of President Nixon in Beijing, China, February 21,
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used Chinese characters which loosely translate as "Nixon Arrives in Beijing." The MNew York Daily News added a Chinese, "Welcome

Nixon! to their front page. (AP Photo)
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Yet as the China visit approached, the White House
knew the press coverage was crucial. The Chinese,
however, had their own doubts about the U.S, media.
Yao Wei was then a young official at the Chinese
Foreign Ministry’s Information Department.

YAO WEIL, FORMER CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTRY OFFICIAL

“We had the Korean war between U.S. and China, and
the animosity of the Cold War. China was suspicious
of everything in the U.S. A lot of people were still
skeptical, suspicious.”

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE

“For the President above all, and for Kissinger...they
wanted this dramatic event to be covered as widely
as possible by the American media, not to mention
the world media. The Chinese of course had been
incredibly paranoiac and secretive and controlling the
press completely, and never been used to having more
than one press attaché accompany a foreign leader. So
you had these two cultural and political giants clashing

here.”

Ed Fouhy was a senior producer at the CBS Evening
News with Walter Cronkite.

ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS

“The Chinese were very, very limiting in how many
journalists were able to go. In a normal press trip at that
time, you’d have 150, 200 journalists, some technicians,
some other people, not all reporters. But on this trip, the
Chinese severely limited the numbers.”

After difficult negotiations conducted primarily by
Kissinger himself, Beijing agreed to 87 U.S. journalists

and several dozen technicians.

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE
“There were exchanges, semi-humorous, in which

Kissinger would joke about how we're invading them

with a media army.”

Ron Walker was Nixon’s chief advance man,
responsible for setting up all Presidential events. In
the weeks before Nixon’s departure from Washington,
he made two trips to China, trying to work out every
detail, including the press arrangements, with polite, but
deeply suspicious, Chinese officials.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“I don’t think they had a clue. I don’t think they had any
idea what was about to fall on them. When I arrived,
we took in the very first satellite suitcase to be used
on an international trip because we had no embassy,
no nothing. The suitcase satellite weighed about 400
pounds, with the dish. For the first three days, they
wouldn’t let us hook up the suitcase satellite because

they didn’t know what a satellite suitcase was.”

In fact, the Chinese worried that Walker and his advance
team were spies. Walker obliquely hinted as much
when he was finally allowed to use the suitcase sat-
phone to call his boss, Nixon’s Appointments Secretary,
Dwight Chapin.

PHONE CALL TRANSCRIPT: (From China Calls:
Paving the Way for Nixon’s Historic Journey to China,
Anne Collins Walker, Madison Books, 1992)

WALKER: “I was informed they were conducting a
study as to how these facilities could be used for any
other activities, which | am sure you can pick up on.”
CHAPIN: “I understand what you are saying and |
understand what they are saying.”

WALKER: “I explained to them that I personally was
not involved in any other activities, and no one in our

group was attempting other activities.”

Walker found it equally difficult to explain to the
Chinese the challenges of managing the press.
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RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“We told them they’re going to be obnoxious. They’re
going to get here and they’re going to want to cover
that, want to do that. You’ve got to set the ground rules.
we'll help you. We'll help you enforce it. But you’ve
got to help accommodate us as we help accommodate

you.”

For the Chinese, the requirements of TV were especially

complex and alien.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“If you know anything about Presidential events, we

would script those down to finite moments. We would
do diagrams, along with our scenarios. The diagrams
they would translate the English into Chinese and take
the diagrams. We were teaching them all along, and they
were like sponges learning from us. They really just
took our lead on everything we were doing television-
wise, because their television sucked. I think at some
point they realized that it was in their best interest,
as long as this was going to transpire, and that huge
satellites were going to come in, and they were going to
beam this around the world, to take our lead and do this.
I think that’s in the final analysis, and I'm convinced
that it was Zhou Enlai’s call. *
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and the Washington Monument are in the background. (AP Photo)
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President Richard Nixon and First Lady Pat Nixon stand at a microphone on the South Lawn at the White House in Washington, February
. 1972 as the Chief Executive bids farewell to a host of well—wishers before departing for a visit to China. A waiting helicopter
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Meanwhile, in newsrooms across America, there was
intense jockeying among reporters desperate to get on
the historic trip.

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI

“We’re talking about people who would push their
mothers underneath the wheels of a train to get on the
trip. And so then for the next two or three months there
was this endless petitioning of the press office to get on
the trip. It was high stakes poker. “

Tom Jarriel was then ABC’s White House
correspondent.

TOM JARRIEL, ABC NEWS

“They had limited numbers of places for the news
media, and that included technicians that traveled with
the White House press group - cameraman, soundman,
electrician and correspondent was the standard
component. And they had only a certain number of
spaces allocated — a very few spaces. And as the trip
got closer and the interest built in New York, suddenly
there are non-technicians, vice-presidents, presidents,
executive producers, all jumping on the bandwagon and
signing on as soundmen, electricians.”

Richard Solomon was a China specialist on Kissinger’s
staff.

RICHARD SOLOMON, KISSINGER AIDE
“Getting on the Nixon official trip in February of 1972,
the American press and media officials were crawling
over themselves. One young lady approached someone
in the administration and said only half joking, “Who do
I have to sleep with to get on the Nixon China trip?”.”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“Everybody wanted to go. There was a lot of jockeying
for position, both internally at news organizations..
and then there was jockeying with people in the White
House who request people to go - which is to say some
journalists would back-door at the White House: ‘Don’t

forget, Mr. Press Secretary or Press Aide, that I've
been covering President Nixon for a long time and I
really hope to go on the trip and I hope you might lean
in on my boss.” There was fierce competition among
journalists and among news organizations. You had two
sets of competition: that news organizations wanted
to send as many journalists as they could, and then
individual journalists wanted to make sure that they
were on the team however big the team was.”

For his part, Nixon vowed to exclude reporters from the
newspapers he most disliked- the New York Times and
the Washington Post.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“Nixon had said nobody from the Times. Somebody
on his staff, either Kissinger or other, saner heads said
you can’t do that. This is the international newspaper
etcetera and somehow they prevailed and he reluctantly
allowed one seat for China. “

Even so, Frankel had to pull rank to get the one seat
Nixon allotted for the Times.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“I used my seniority and my hierarchical powers with
great regret to leave the White House correspondent at
home and took the trip myself. That’s how I got to be it.
But imagine my shock when I get on the plane and I find
at least a half a dozen tourists from the Vice Presidents
of networks and so on that were along with no function
at all. I could understand the networks getting multiple
seats for technicians and cameramen and so on, but
there were hangers-on for each of the networks, and
obviously it became very clear that this whole trip was
being set up for television convenience, and the few of
us who were in the writing press were just add-ons, and
1 was quite enraged by the whole procedure.”

Stanley Karnow had been the Washington Posts chief
Asia correspondent.
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STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST

“Nixon didn’t want me on the trip because 1 was
working for the Washington Post and he didn’t like the
Wwashington Post. I'll show you the list with Nixon’s
handwriting running through my name — ‘absolutely

not.””

One reason for Nixon’s anger at Karnow was a report
in the Washington Post in the fall of 1971 about the
mysterious death of Marshal Lin Biao, Chairman
Mao’s designated heir. Lin and other ultra-leftists in the
Chinese leadership, including Mao’s wife Jiang Qing,
had opposed the opening to the U.S.

RICHARD SOLOMON, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE
“One of the most informed reporters was Stanley
Karnow, and he had his contacts in the intelligence
community and diplomatic corps, and so he was getting
enough information to be writing something that was
fairly accurate about the internal leadership struggles.”

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST
“When I wrote my story about Lin Biao for example for
the Post, the Nixon administration, they went berserk.
They thought that anything that was going to come out
that the Chinese didn’t like was going to cancel the
trip.”

and would put in jeopardy this strategic maneuver of
trying to normalize with China as a counterweight to
the Soviet Union. All of us working on his staff were
basically interdicted from talking openly to the press
about what we really saw going on in China.”

When Nixon saw Karnow’s name on the press list
for China, he crossed it off, writing " Absolutely not.”
Eventually, Nixon’s press secretary Ron Ziegler and his
Chief of Staff H.R. Haldeman convinced the President
he could not keep the Washington Post off the China
trip.

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“It would not be unlike him to say dammit. We’re
not going to let him go on that trip to China. Then
that would start a process. He would say dammit he’s
not going to go on that trip to China, and he would
say that to Ziegler. Ron would wait a couple of days,
go back to Haldeman and say you know we really
can’t do that. This is not right. And Haldeman would
go back in and raise it with President Nixon, and he
would say, ‘Well that’s how I felt, but if he’s got to
go, he’s got to go.””

RICHARD SOLOMON, FORMER
KISSINGER AIDE

“What they were concerned about is
that if negative stories appeared in the
press about instability in China, then

1 ——"

you would get questioning of how

can we have this opening to China if w‘;ﬁ.\

their internal conflicts? Henry was

il v |

; : - =TT ‘—"‘
they’re tearing themselves apart with = ﬁ ] .

not happy when the Lin Biao business
broke out between his secret trip

".

and his October 1971 trip, because ;ﬂ. (4 A4 At)

again it made it look as if China was

Stanley Karnow (Courtesy of Stanley Karnow)

politically unstable, which it was,
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| Koppel (Courtesy of ABC News)

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER,
ABC NEWS/ POOL
COORDINATOR

“They built to our specifications
a television station, totally
unfurnished, and the U.S. pool
took a 707 full of television
equipment and that’s how we

arrived in China. ”

YAO WEI, FORMER CHINESE
FOREIGN MINISTRY
OFFICIAL

“At that time you didn’t have any
digital. You had to film everything
in 35 mm or 16 mm Bolexes. They
had to be developed. The whole
place close to the old Beijing airport

With less than a month before Nixon’s departure, the
White House and the Chinese had not been able to agree
on key questions concerning the press — including how
the army of reporters would file their stories.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“We took in three scenarios. The first scenario was
bringing in three [Boeing] 747s where the networks
could file and the wire photos could be moved. The next
scenario was to bring in three transmission trucks. The
third one was a model of a transmission center. We
didn’t know when [ left to bring this team in [to China]
on February 1st, what was going to happen.”

For reasons of national pride, the Chinese rejected
Walker’s first two ideas. But in just three weeks, they
built their own transmission center, which the U.S. TV
network pool then equipped.

ABC News producer Robert Siegenthaler was the pool
coordinator.

set up a U.S. center where all those
networks would come to develop those films and send
it to the ‘bird,” as it was called at the time. I was quite
amused by the word ‘bird,’ that’s the satellite.”

There were other problems.

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“A dear friend of mine, Bob Siegenthaler ...was the
pool producer for the remote truck. Now the remote truck
was this sort of large bus which had all the satellite
equipment in it. And the bus would be moving around
Beijing and its environs. This was, quite literally, a
‘million dollar bus.” And when that bus was transported
to China by air, at enormous cost, the assumption of the
networks was that an American driver would be allowed

to drive that bus. The Chinese said, ‘Absolutely not!™”

Siegenthaler was having so much trouble negotiating
with his Chinese counterpart about the mobile truck that
he dubbed him “Dr. No.”
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ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS/POOL
COORDINATOR

«A gentleman, we called him ‘Dr. No’, he had a
legalistic view of the agreement and he and I co-existed
as two porcupines. My counterpart made it clear that it
was a Chinese driver, a Chinese driver would drive it.
Or we [the U.S. staff] can take a driving test in Chinese.

That didn’t seem feasible to me.”

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“Go the Chinese driver was trained in how to drive this
bus. And on the first day that he went out by himself, he
got into a traffic accident with the bus. And my friend
Bob was back at the hotel, and his Chinese counterpart
approached, and ‘Siegenthaler, very sorry to tell you but
our driver got into a little accident with your bus.” And
Bob said, ‘He did what?*”

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC
NEWS/POOL COORDINATOR

“The chief technician for the mobile
units ...was a U.S. hardliner [who
believed] that we shouldn’t have
ceded the mobile units to Chinese
drivers. He wasn’t happy that he was
overruled, and he didn’t want to take
the [Chinese] driver’s test. When he
heard about it, he overreacted...by
slamming his fist on a counter in the
hotel where we were conducting the

negotiations.”

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS
“And he hit that glass so hard that he

cracked it.”

That wasn’t the only cultural difference.

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS/POOL
COORDINATOR

“We had two mobile units, when they arrived, the first
one was sent to Tiananmen Square to have them have a
look at what they have to deal with. They were going
through those olden days of color television, through
the sequential registering of the camera in red, green,
blue, the primary colors. And later in the day I had
the one across the table meeting with my counterpart.
Someone had reported that someone was disrespectful
to Chairman Mao because they were filming him in
blue. They seemed to have missed the red and green in

it. But in any event, it was a big sticking point until we

got it sorted it out that it was a misunderstanding.”

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS, POOL
COORDINATOR
"It didn’t improve U.S.-Chinese relations. “
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As Nixon set out for China, a half dozen reporters made
up the White House pool traveling with him on Air
Force One.

TOM JARRIEL, ABC NEWS

“We had two other newspaper guys and a camera
crew. The accommodations on pool on Air Force One
were strictly coach. We had a desk, a table in front, and
four seats facing each other, and no place to sleep, the
technicians sat in a couple of seats in the back. So you
really didn’t want to be pool on Air Force One, it was
a chore. Except....when Air Force One is heading to
Shanghai and then on to Peking. Then we thought, holy
cow, we’re going to be among the first ones there.”

The rest of the press corps traveled on two specially
chartered planes.

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI

“They had two 707s at the White House, one was a
TWA 707, and that was named Nihao One, which was
Chinese for ‘Hello’, and the second one was a Pan Am
Clipper, and that was named Nihao Two. Then they
had to [be] worried about who is going to be on which
plane. Of course the reporters all wanted to be on
Nihao One and they all wanted to be on there together.
And the photographers or the animals were put on the
Pan-Am clipper. So there was that stratification.”

Crossing the Pacific, the mood on board was almost

giddy

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“It was a celebration, and that on the press plane I
would have to say, and there is no joy in saying this,
that it was pretty much a party atmosphere of, “Wow, I’'m
finally aboard the plane and I'm going to China - China
closed for all these years; it was a little of the feeling
we were leaving earth and going deep into cosmoses of

9

some distant planet.

ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS
“It was like flying to the moon because Westerners or

at least Americans hadn’t been there since 1949.”

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI
“We were like kids. Everyone was looking out to see
China.”

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS
“I knew nothing about China. It really was like going
on the moon. What are we going to see? We had no

idea what to expect. ”

Barbara Walters, of NBC’s Today show, had her own
anxieties. She was one of only three women reporters
making the trip, and had little experience covering
foreign affairs.

DIRCK HALSTEAD ,UPI

“Barbara Walters was a new kid at that time. She didn’t
make the cut on Ni hao One. She was forced to go
through the indignity of flying with the cameramen and

techs on the ‘zoo plane.”

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“When [ was asked to go and cover it for NBC, I was
amazed, scared, because I never been at the level with
the big guys, with the Eric Sevareid(s), Teddy White(s),
Walter Cronkite(s)and so on.”

Cronkite, of course, was the anchor of the CBS Evening
News. Eric Sevareid was one of CBS’s most famous
correspondents. And Theodore White had covered
China in the 1940s for Time magazine.

But White was the exception. Most of the reporters
knew little of China...their perceptions shaped by

nearly a quarter century of isolation and hostility.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“It’s the other side of the moon. I mean, it’s as simple as
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that. | mean, it was the dark period. It was closed to us.
Qo it was all frozen in ice and it was solid and we were

steeped in ignorance.”

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST
“Most of the reporters on the trip, they knew nothing
about China. They knew nothing. “

BERNARD KALB, CBS NEWS

“Up until then the idea was Mao Zedong ate babies for
breakfast so to speak. There had been this exaggerated
character of the way the Chinese were and the

Communist system had basically been dehumanized.”

The press planes stopped in Shanghai, with

RRANRLE E LHIE (ERAERK)

President Nixon lands in Shanghai. (AP Photos)

photographers taking pictures of everything in sight,
and then flew on to Beijing so the reporters would be in

position to cover Nixon’s arrival.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“Well the first sensation, the very first time we stepped
foot in China was exhilaration - we had made it and
can you believe I’m actually putting my feet down on
Chinese soil! The second was to say to oneself, this is a
story of a lifetime and | remember thinking to myself a
silent prayer of ‘Lord if you're ever going to let me be
at or near my best let me be at that these days moving
forward.” There was this sense that this was literally
history in the making, this was a story for the history
books.”
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While Nixon was en route to China, a new dispute
erupted between the press advance team and the
Chinese over how to interpret the agreement on media
coverage.

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS/POOL
COORDINATOR

“The agreement specified that we were not allowed
to transmit anything until the President’s arrival. But
there was a clause that we inserted that we have a test
transmission one day prior to arrival where we would
have a vehicle on the runway simulating the arrival
of Air Force One so the cameras could follow the
movement and see where the honor guards are going to
be and that sort of thing. My counterpart said that was
not possible, that was a long tussle every day and I said
that if we cannot rehearse then they can’t be serious
about covering the arrival in a seemly way. Let them
take their technicians and do it. ”

Eventually, the Chinese backed down and agreed to the

transmission test.

As Air Force One descended towards Beijing, Nixon
and his staff were well aware of how crucial the first TV
images would be in setting the tone for the entire trip.
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RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“Central. Number one. We knew the world was going to
see this event and it was going to be huge because we
were opening a door to a billion people that had been
isolated and the President said this is just not good. So
everything we did was for that camera.”

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“Well it was very clear upon arrival that we would have
the President and Mrs. Nixon down that stairs and that
that picture with Zhou Enlai would be an incredibly
important picture. I mean, that was the establishing shot
in virtually every newspaper the next morning.”

Waiting at Beijing airport, the reporters too wondered
about the moment.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“We had a very long-range view of the airport. I had in
mind John Foster Dulles’ refusal in the 1954 Vietnam
Conference, his refusal to shake Zhou Enlai’s hand. So
I was particularly straining to see Nixon shaking Zhou
Enlai’s hand at the airport and I remember having to
struggle to get the right view of it because I was going
to make a point of it in my story.”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“When President Nixon got off the aircraft, it was very
clear to me that he had thought about, whether he had
practiced in front of a mirror I don’t know, but thought
about exactly what he was going to do when the plane
door opened, exactly how many steps it would be to the
bottom of the ramp, what he would do at the bottom of
the ramp in terms of the order of the handshaking and
that sort of thing. ”

Even the choice of color for Pat Nixon’s coat had been

made with the cameras in mind.

DWIGHT CHAPIN

“We knew that everything was all in that muted grays
and browns and greens, that army green, and so forth.
The only things in red were the propaganda signs that
said, ‘running capitalist pigs’ or something that were
anti-American. Maybe you remember this. And so the
idea came to let Mrs. Nixon have - she needed a heavy
coat - because it’s February. And a red coat might be
really, set apart and make a statement and it did.”

No matter that some State Department China specialists
had warned that wearing red in China was associated
with being a prostitute.

Mrs. Nixon’s coat caused a problem for CBS Evening
News Anchor Walter Cronkite.

ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS

“We were standing on a bleacher like you’d see at a
high school football stadium, and normally of course
Cronkite doing a live broadcast would be surrounded by
people and would have a place to sit and have his notes
and so on. But he didn’t. There were just the two of us. 1
was off camera. He told me just before the plane pulled
up to the stop and the engines were running so he was
yelling and he said ‘I’m colorblind. Tell me what color
Pat Nixon'’s coat is - if it’s either green or pink - because
I’m color blind between those two colors.” And so I said
fine and as it happened she indeed was wearing a pink
coat when she got off the plane. I think I just wrote it in
my notebook and held it up so he could see it.”
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Apart from Premier Zhou Enlai, a handful of other
officials, a Chinese army band, and a guard of honor.
which Nixon reviewed, the welcome was decidedly
low-key. And it remained so as Nixon, his entourage

and the press corps headed into Beijing.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“We were herded off on a bus into town, and it was
quite remarkable because it was dead silence. Normally
when you’'re with a Presidential party, the host
government had arranged for cheering crowds on the
sides and so on, and here we were gliding into Beijing

and hardly anybody taking notice of us.”

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI

“This was an airport ceremony unlike any I had ever
experienced in a foreign country. The Chinese did not
make a big issue out of it. There were no people lining

£2R23E, %, PERABRAS (4) REEE *-ﬁjt-#&:ﬁﬁ#%f-&%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%& (EHAHH)

Ghina' ‘s Premier Zhou. Enlaf, right, and President Richard Nixon pose  fogether in Beijing, February 23, 1972 at start of another

rounds of talks. (AP Photo)
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the streets to see him. It was like sliding in in the

middle of the night.”

For a President used to pomp, pageantry, and crowds,
the austere reception left Nixon’s aides — and a skeptical

press - wondering about the prospects for the visit.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN
“We set up cameras in Tiananmen Square and as we
went through that camera went “whoo’ because we flew

right through, there wasn’t one person on the street.”

Instead, the anti-communist Nixon passed portraits of’

the giants of communism - Lenin and Stalin.

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“When the Nixon motorcade came into Tiananmen
Square, you would have expected that the sight of a big
American limousine, couple of limousines, and all the
escort vehicles that were going by with the American
flag flying from the fender, that that would have attracted
some attention. It did not. ”

The press was housed in the Soviet-style Nationalities

Hotel.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS
“The Chinese had gone, I give them credit, they’d gone
to great lengths to be hospitable, to make the quarters as

comfortable as possible.”

In part of the hotel, the Chinese had set up a filing center.

FH - ARRECEER - RRAERESENE)
Henry Bradsher (Richard Nixon Library and Museurm)

|97242 248, REMRATE —KAMS - RERT
WA EREART LS LR, (ERERR)

President Richard Nixon and First Lady Pat Nixon are: seen
at the Great Wall near Beijing during their trip to China,
February 24, 1972. (AP Photo)

Henry Bradsher — one of the few genuine China hands
making the trip - was the now-defunct Washington

Star s Hong Kong correspondent.

HENRY BRADSHER, WASHINGTON STAR

“They had set up a good system. They had a lot of
teletype operators there. You wrote your stuff up on a
typewriter, handed it to him, and they sent it out. That
was standard all over the world at the time. That was
before you had better communication and you couldn't
telephone your stories out. The telephone lines weren’t
very good. You just had to type them up and send
them.”
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Winston Lord is seated 6th from the left, Lord was cropped out of all publications of this photo at the time of Nixon' & visit (which

is the case in the version of this' photo on page 35)

Nixon was taken to the Diao Yu Tai state guest house.
The official schedule called for a rest, followed by a
formal meeting and then a banquet with Zhou Enlai.

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE
“An hour after we got to the guest house and landed,
Kissinger, Nixon, and the rest of us, to our surprise,
Zhou Enlai came back and said to Kissinger, and I was
there, the Chairman would like to see the President right
away. Now, this caught us off guard.”

(Courtesy of USC—China Institute)

RON WALKER, WHITE HOUSE ADVANCE MAN
“Vernon Coffey [Nixon's military aide] walks in and
says, ‘Gentlemen, we’ve just lost the President.” Of
course we all, what do you mean?! He said well Zhou
Enlai just came and took the President and Henry. We
have one agent with them and we had no clue as to

where he was going.”

The invitation was for Nixon, Kissinger and one note-
taker. Kissinger brought his assistant Winston Lord.
William Rogers, Nixon’s Secretary of State, was
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excluded, as he had been throughout the negotiations
that led to the trip — part of an ongoing power struggle
between Kissinger and the State Department for control
over the management of the President’s foreign policy.

The meeting with Mao lasted an hour, with the two
leaders talking mostly in generalities. But the mere fact
that it took place meant Mao had given his blessing to a
new relationship with the U.S.

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE

“We were delighted it was at the beginning, because this
was saying to the Chinese audiences and the cadres and
the people and the world that, even not knowing how
the negotiations on the Communiqué and everything
else on the trip was going to come out, he was putting

his positive stamp on it.”

But Lord’s participation in the meeting and the
exclusion of Secretary of State Rogers had created an
embarrassing problem for Nixon and Kissinger.

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE

“After it’s finished, the Chinese come in with a
communiqué saying about who was there including
myself and pictures of all of us. And Nixon and
Kissinger said to Zhou Enlai and to Mao — ‘Mr.
Lord was never in this meeting. Take him out of the
communiqué, out of all the press releases, all the
pictures.” To have a third person who was Kissinger’s
assistant instead of Rogers was too much, and I
understood this. The Chinese [ think didn’t understand

what was going on.”

Lord was cropped out of all the pictures. Years later, the
Chinese gave him the originals. The episode highlighted
the internal tensions on the U.S. side that would soon
come to a head, even as Nixon’s entourage struggled to
keep the press in the dark.

The Mao meeting had happened in such secrecy that none

of the American journalists were allowed to cover it.

When they found out, the reporters were furious.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“It was announced the President had gone to see
Chairman Mao, and it was - well, what press is with
him? There’s no press with him. I would say the
discontent and disappointment in the press corps,
including myself, was very high. And there were
complaints, were there ever complaints, the reporters
saying ‘how could you do this? We’ve come all this
way, half-way around the world. And this is a case of
— you’re manipulating the news, you're controlling the
news. How can we be honest brokers of information
when the president is going without any press coverage
at all and you’re going to give us handout photographs if
that.” All kinds of complaints but they fell on proverbial
deaf ears, because the President was already there and

he didn’t take any press.”

For Nixon, it didn’t matter. He had the image he wanted-
the first meeting with Mao by an American leader.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“Then Zhou Enlai takes him from there to the first
plenary session at the Great Hall of the People and we
don’t have any press there. All of a sudden we get the
word, they’re at the Great Hall of the People. Well, we
hauled ass and got there as fast as we could, got the pool

in there immediately.”

At that initial plenary session, the first topic was the
media. With the press tightly controlled in China, Zhou
Enlai expressed unease at the prospect of dealing with

rambunctious American reporters.

PREMIER ZHOU ENLAI (White House
Memorandum of Conversation, Monday, February
21,1972 - 5:58 p.m.-6:55 p.m.)

“They wanted me to receive them. And I said it will be better
after Mr. President leaves for me to receive them. It is not
very easy for me to answer their questions in the middle. Nor
am [ very adept at briefing conferences like Mr. Kissinger.”
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After the Nixon-Zhou meeting came the welcoming
banquet, another set-piece event designed for American
TV.

RICHARD SOLOMON, KISSINGER AIDE

“They timed events so that because of the twelve-hour
time difference between events in Washington and
Beijing there would be evening events for example,
would be timed for the morning television shows, and
so Americans would be having their breakfast coffee
watching Nixon and Zhou Enlai toasting at an evening
banquet in Beijing, and all that was very carefully
organized.”

It was breakfast time in the U.S. Viewers saw a Chinese
band playing traditional American songs — as well as
favorites from Mao’s Cultural Revolution. They saw
Nixon and Zhou Enlai toast each other and talk about a
new relationship.

The Chinese insisted everyone from the U.S. side
attend.

RON WALKER, NIXON ADVANCE MAN

“They wanted every American at the dinner. Even the
flight attendants off of Air Force One, the ground crew
that was taking care of Air Force One, they wanted them

at the dinner.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“Everybody was excited about the very first banquet.
The picture here was the White House of President
Nixon working closely with the Chinese. I was seated as
were most press people near the back of the room, and
there were an unusual number of young Chinese back
with the press. I have every reason to believe that was
calculated, because they wanted the picture of China
being a young, burgeoning, moving forward country.”

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES
“We were mixed in with Chinese people who had
obviously been recently rehabilitated from the Cultural

Revolution. I shared the table with several physicians
trained in the United States and therefore spoke English.
I tried to push them for where they’d been in recent
years, and that was murky, so obviously they were not
accustomed, they had just been sort of brought back
from their re-education experiences in the Cultural

Revolution.”

The obvious - and surprising - warmth as Nixon
exchanged toasts with Zhou Enlai and other Chinese
officials was evident to U.S. television viewers. And it
was exactly what the White House wanted.

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“We knew that there were going to be toasts and the
clicking of the glass and that was what we were after.
That was the shot.”

What audiences didn’t know was that Nixon’s advance
team had warned him not to actually drink the powerful
Chinese mao tai — Dan Rather called it “white lightning”
- but simply to raise his glass to his lips.

The next day, after a brief photo opportunity, Nixon
and Kissinger began negotiations with Zhou on a
communiqué that would form the basis of a new U.S.-
China relationship. Both sides agreed on the need for
secrecy.

BERNARD KALB, CBS NEWS
“They were very, very hush-like, very diplomatic and

cautious about that.”

With the real business of the summit taking place
behind closed doors, the reporters were left to cover
Mrs. Nixon, or offered carefully controlled visits to
various Chinese work units.
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18724224 , RAMBELATE K AW
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" President Nixon and First. Lady Pat Nixon are seen
\ as they 'visit the Summer Palace on February 24.
A' 1972 (AP Photo)
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19724222 | W4 - REAXA (F2) Zdbxady
ESAHE, AEAERE, (BB K/ wia/st)

Mrs, ‘Pat Nixon, second from right, watches giant pandas during
a Vvisit o the Beijing Zoo on February 22, 1972,

(AP, Photo/wfa/stf)

197242 A23 8, duE. W4 - EEihE—
ARAMBHEESTAEA XK., (2%
HER)

Pat Nixon tosses bits of food to pigs in -a sty
at a Chinese commune in Beijing, February 23,
1872, (AP Photo)

197242 238, W4 - BRRLE—NA
HERBZTNPE., (EHEBHT)

Pat Nixon sits among school children at a
Commune School on February 23, 1872. (AP

| oto)
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Pat Nixon at the Hotel Beijing kitchen, February 22, 1972. (AP Photo)

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“There were events every day for Mrs. Nixon. There
was a visit to the school where we could see how
advanced they were, where they would know one song,
‘Home on the Range’. There were visits to agriculture

centers.”

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST
“They don’t want the press probing around. The least
they want is the press to know anything about anything.
We’re not getting briefed or anything. So what they do
is they send out buses and they take the reporters like
we’re a bunch of school kids to look at the sights.”

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“We would each be given a menu of events first thing
in the morning. You can pick, quite literally, one from
Column ‘A’ and one from Column ‘B.” You can go to
the Chinese-Korean People’s Friendship Commune. Or
you could go to such and such a hospital and observe
an operation being done, you know, with nothing more

than those little needles being manipulated, right.”

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“We were able to go to a hospital and watch
acupuncture. I came home and bought acupuncture
ears because that’s where the main points were, and
acupuncture dolls and I gave them to friends of mine
who were doctors. They couldn’t believe it. And
we didn’t know what to believe when we went to
the hospital and saw no anesthesia and people being

operated on.”

However staged, for the visiting Americans, it was all

new, and made for great television.

BARBARA WALTERS , NBC NEWS
“These were the things that didn’t have to do with
politics but had to do with the way a society lives that

were brand new to us.”
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e Nixon and First Lady Pat Nixon view a stone elephant
Qaring their visit to the Ming Tombs near Beijing, February 24,
1972 (AP Photo) '
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On the second night, the President and his party were
invited to the theatre to see a “revolutionary ballet”
created by Jiang Qing, Mao’s wife. She was a former
actress, more radical than Mao or Zhou, and opposed to
any accommodation with the West.

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“She was Mao’s second or third wife. She was much
younger. She was in charge of the Cultural Revolution.
She said this is what you are going to listen to, what
you will be listening, what are you going to be taught in
the schools. When it had to do with culture, Jiang Qing,
Madam Mao played a more important role than her
husband.”

The ballet was broadcast live by the U.S. networks.

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS/ POOL
COORDINATOR

“The one thing — I want to make a point — much harder
than all the events I discussed, was the performance
of the Red Detachment of Women. The revolutionary
opera, the director from CBS had never seen the

performance.”

The performance was propaganda in its purest form.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“I've forgotten the name of the performance but red
detachment triumphing over the capitalist devils or
whatever. The capitalist dogs or something like that
prevailing. Nixon in his most deferential manner sitting
through this insulting performance. I thought that was a
great synopsis of this entire trip that they were rubbing

it in and Nixon for his own reasons was taking it.”

When it ended, Nixon, flanked by Zhou Enlai on one
side and Jiang Qing, Zhou'’s bitter political rival, on the
other, clapped politely.

Later, when asked his opinion by reporters, Nixon
struggled to find something positive to say.

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON

“The ballet was...of course, as you all know, it had
its message. And that was one of its purposes. But
also, while it was a powerful message it was also very
dramatic and excellent theatre, excellent dancing,
excellent music, and really superb acting. 1 was
very impressed. I've seen ballets all over the world
including the Soviet Union and the United States, this is
certainly the equal of any ballet I have seen in terms of
production.”
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Chinese ‘sightseers trudge: through the snow—covered courtyard of the Summer Palace on the outskirts of Beijing, (AP Photo/Max Desfor)
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Chinese: hosts and guides caution President Richard Nixon to be wary of snow—covered, slippery steps during a tour of ihe Forbidden

City in Beijing on February 25, 1972. (AP Photo,/Bill Achatz)

The morning after the ballet, it snowed.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I went to the window, and it was just before dawn,
but thousands, many thousands of Chinese, men and
women with rudimentary rakes, they were cleaning and
brushing; they were cleaning the streets and sidewalks
of the snow by hand.”

TOM JARRIEL, ABC NEWS

“Tell me how any people in Manhattan are going to
come out of their apartments and sweeps the streets of
New York of snow?”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS
“I sat at the window, transfixed all, all kinds of questions
going through my head, look at this scene, embed this

scene, Dan. You’ve never seen anything like this before.
What moves them to do this? What gets them to do this?
How can this be happening? And I sat there literally

transfixed for a very long time to watch that.”

The press had been warned about Beijing’s cold
weather.

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI

“So we went out and bought these long johns and that
became what we wore everyday when we were in
China. The problem was when we were there most of
the time was that we were in these overheated State
Halls most of the time and we would absolutely be
baking in these long johns and there were no laundry
facilities. So within a day or two, we couldn’t stand to
be near each other.”
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All the reporters accompanying Nixon were assigned
Chinese government minders. They served as translators
and guides — but were also there to keep the press in
line.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“There were several minders attached to every person on
this trip. When you take into account, what I would call the
‘shadow minders, there were several, and their job was to
make sure that you, as a correspondent, went where you
were supposed to go. They were uptight, they were seeing
these alien people, their instructions were: “Don’t let them
go anywhere they are not supposed to go.””

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“We had these interpreters who clearly had been vetted
so thoroughly that you weren’t going to get anything
of interest out of them. And I remember the one thing
of interest I got out of our interpreters was, I said, ‘Do
me a favor. Every place I go, I'd like to hear what the
local humor is. Tell me a Chinese joke.” And I would
get these vacant stares. And I'd say, ‘You know, a joke,
something to make you laugh.” And the answer I got
over and over was, ‘I don’t know any jokes.””

But Barbara Walters managed to
convince her interpreter to do an on-

camera interview.

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC
NEWS

“It was very difficult to get the
Chinese to respond. They were so
indoctrinated to just give you the same
Party line. I got the interview...by
using my own experience. ‘I have a
little girl at home and I miss her. Do
you miss your children?” Now all of
this was not on camera, it was a way

of warming them up.

YAO WEI, FORMER CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTRY OFFICIAL

“One of the interpreters even got in trouble because he
was helping a network, a lady, I don’t have to mention
the name - we told everybody don’t interview the staff.
This lady took this interpreter and went to the studio
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and motioned to the cameraman and here, all the lights
turned on, and he said ‘I can’t be interviewed,” but he
was on TV already. ”

Photographers and technicians had their own minders,
who struggled to make sense of the complex technology
being used to cover the visit.

DIRCK HALSTEAD, UPI

“Every minder was assigned to a technician, and they
would always sit with the technician as they went
through their job. So on the day that Nixon arrived
at the airport, the pool van that was transmitting the
arrival images, they went through their coverage and
the Chinese minder was just amazed. As the director
went ‘camera one, camera two,” bang, bang, bang...
At the end [of] that transmitting session, the minder
turned to the director in the van, [and said] ‘well I think
I understand almost everything. 1 understand about
the feed, about the bird, but there’s one thing that you
kept saying that I don’t understand: What is this ‘f...
audio?™”

Despite all the drama, as Nixon’s visit progressed, the
reporters became increasingly frustrated at their inability
to get beyond staged events and photo-opportunities.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“If you complained, and we did complain, the reaction
from the White House press representatives and Nixon
representatives would shrug their shoulders and say we
are in China and we have to do things the Chinese way.
There were usually hard looks after that. The unspoken
was: Yes we were in China but we are Americans and
we are covering an American President. There was a
lot of tension over this and the tension grew as the trip
went on and the manipulation became ever greater, the

realization became greater.”

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES
“A few of us badgered the hell out of our so-called

hosts, our minders, that we were getting sick and tired
of these laid-on events and was there no chance at all to

engage some real people?

Some journalists, including Robert Keatley of the Wall
St. Journal, were taken to Beijing University, where
they met the vice Chairman of the Revolutionary
Committee, an American educated physicist.

ROBERT KEATLEY, WALL ST. JOURNAL

“And this was an intelligent, accomplished man who
was well known in his field, and he sat there and
described how, thanks to the thoughts of Chairman Mao,
they had reorganized the University and let workers and
peasants in, but of course almost nobody was there. The
school was basically shut down. It was just all nonsense
and you just felt sorry for him because you know he
couldn’t believe a word he said but he was a captive.”

When the Washington Post'’s Stanley Karnow asked
about the fate of Nie Yuanzi, a prominent Cultural
Revolution activist at Beijing University, he got

nowhere.

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST
“When | asked a question about Nie Yuanzi and so
you’re at the table with them and you start asking
questions. “What ever happened to Nie Yuanzi?” ‘Mr.
Karmow have you tried this Sichuan squab?’ They kept
ducking every question.”

Some reporters decided to elude their minders and strike
out on their own.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“] remember walking down one alley alone, and every
time I came to a hole in the wall, I realized there was
a gang of maybe 50 kids on the other side of the wall
that was following me as I was walking down the street
and peering at me. [ remember the most vivid thing was
how scared the little kids were. It was explained to me
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that they’d just never seen anybody with a long nose
or a lot of hair on their skin, and these kids would stare
in fascination and then suddenly burst into tears, bury
their heads in mother or grandmother’s skirts and this

a3

happened over and over again and it was just startling.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I managed to shake the minders for a couple of
minutes and got around what couldn’t have been more
than three-quarters of a block and into a small shop.
The camera crew joined me there, where we had a plan
where the camera crew would go one direction and |
would go another direction and the camera crew would
even split up, trying to make it difficult for the minders.
The plan was to meet around the corner at the small
shop. All of this happened very quickly because the
minders came in just as we were starting to videotape
with the camera rolling. The minders were clearly
looking at one and another, thinking we don’t want to

be on camera intruding and also, we don’t want this

FHBHFRE - FT3, EXAESERESELFRE

happening. The minders made it very clear that we were
not supposed to be there, you have to get back to the

hotel.”

But Rather kept trying.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I went out the front door of the hotel just in time to
catch a bus at the bus stop, and I remember the driver
looked shocked and amazed and then worried. The
doors had closed, and this was the farthest I had got
away from the minders, and the minders trying to catch
up with the bus [presumably wondering] what the hell
is that Western idiot doing on the bus? I rode the bus
for 15 to 30 minutes with no interpreter. As the bus got
to the end of the line, the turn-around place, I did not
speak Chinese, which I regret then and now, the driver
was trying to tell me it was the end of the line, and I was
trying to tell him is: If you don’t mind, I'll stay on the

bus until you turn around and go back the other way.”

Press Guest House (B, Schumaker ecourtesy of Richard Nixon Library and Museum)
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Tensions also began to emerge between the print
reporters and their TV counterparts.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“We became factionalized because the print people
wanted some real contact, wanted to really get to talk to
some Chinese people as per the episode at the university,
and we wanted some sense of the real diplomacy going
on, whereas the TV people were transmitting pictures
that were in themselves sufficient novelty to satisfy their

curiosity and their needs.”

BARBARA WALTERS , NBC NEWS

“Well, the print people were very put out with us. The
whole New York Times team headed by Max Frankel,
Teddy White - who had written definitive stories about
China - and here were we, on [the air] before they
were [in print]. And they were very resentful.”

At the heart of the tension was the fact that the White
House, recognizing the power of television, had
designed the trip with TV coverage as a top priority.

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“We knew daily how the trip was covered. We knew
hourly how the trip was covered. We would get reports
back from our media operation in the White House.”

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHNGTON POST

“What Nixon really wanted was a television
extravaganza. He didn’t want print reporters. He didn’t
care about print reporters. He cared about television. He

wanted a television extravaganza. *

WINSTON LORD, FORMER KISSINGER AIDE

“I think the basic grumbling of the print press versus
the TV press is probably fair but in terms of the U.S.
national interest, it’s too bad for them.”
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President Nixon and First Lady Pat Nixon pose with a group on fhe Great Wall of China on February 24, 1872. (AP Photo)

Nowhere was the impact of television more evident than
when Nixon visited the Great Wall. When Dan Rather
learned that CBS anchorman Walter Cronkite would

cover the event, he was furious.

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I wasn’t happy about it... Walter Cronkite who was the
anchor and managing editor of the CBS Evening News
and the face of CBS News at that time, he was going
to go to the Wall, so what was said to me was ‘Dan,
you’re going to stay back in Beijing and you will handle
some of the subsidiary coverage.’ | wouldn’t say I blew
a gasket over that, but I was not happy and I made that

known in no uncertain way.”

TOM JARRRIEL, ABC NEWS

“It looked like the picture postcards that you always see.
It ran forever. It was higher than anyone thought, so the
cameramen, with all of their heavy gear, were breathing

hard to get up. And we kept up with everyone. But

there were photo ops, and they had the best possible

camera positions for the Great Wall, and it was a must.”

ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS

“Cronkite had - in anticipation of the real cold weather,
in fact, CBS had issued us very nice coats and hats and
long underwear because it was going to be so cold in
China, boots - but Cronkite had a pair of electric socks
like a duck hunter would wear, and the socks kept
shorting out on him. I think he finally took the batteries

out of his socks.”

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“My memory of that is the positioning of everybody for
the pictures of Nixon and Mrs. Nixon, etc. I remember
I was stuck behind some, one of these old battlements
with the very narrow slit in the stone through which
to observe things and there was a lot of commotion
because the TV people were most concerned about

where they were positioned. ”
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President Nixon inspects the Ming Tombs, February 24, 1972. (AP Photo)

From the Wall, Nixon headed for another famous site,
the Ming Tombs.

YAO WEI, FORMER CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTRY OFFICIAL

“When Nixon went to visit the Ming Tombs, for instance,
the Beijing Foreign Affairs Bureau at that time was led
by a military representative, because that was not very
far from the Cultural Revolution. He ordered some
school children all dressed in the best sweaters, colorful
sweaters, given each person a transistor radio, playing
ball...”

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“This was late February. Damn cold out there! And
here were all these Chinese, wearing their warmest gear,
but they were there taking photographs of one another,
listening to the radio, having a picnic. And I thought

to myself, I mean, *This is really dumb.” So I told my
crew, “When the bus comes to pick us up, we’re not
getting on the bus. Just go hide behind that building
over there and we’ll come out and 1 want to see what
happens to the crowd. And sure enough as soon as the
reporters left, trucks came. A cadre came by with baskets.
They picked up all the tape recorders. They picked up
all the cameras. They picked up all the portable radios,
right. Put them in the baskets. They loaded the people
on the trucks, and off they went.”

YAO WEIL, FORMER CHINESE FOREIGN
MINISTRY OFFICIAL
“You can tell, it’s a staged thing. I felt so embarrassed

as well as my colleagues.”

TED KOPPEL, ABC NEWS

“In fact, Henry Kissinger told me later that after our

piece aired and we showed that, that he received an
apology from Zhou Enlai who said, ‘That was really
kind of ‘ham fisted’ of us, and I’'m sorry that we did
that.””

The next day, as the cameras rolled, Nixon toured the
Forbidden City — another compelling photo opportunity.

Nicholas Platt was on the trip as an aide to Secretary of
State William Rogers.

NICHOLAS PLATT, FORMER STATE
DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL

“It became quite apparent to me that the management
of the press and the public affairs management of this
trip was carefully thought through. The White House
was choreographing it, and the Chinese knew exactly
what they were trying to do and was very supportive of
their efforts.”

Indeed, with a Presidential election scheduled in the

U.S. for November 1972, some correspondents began
to feel they were little more than props in a giant Nixon

campaign commercial.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“It was an election year and the fact that all this was
happening at the beginning of 1972 was hardly lost
on us, and so to that extent we’re part of a partisan
propaganda effort.”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS
“This had all the trappings and all the inner core of
a campaign trip. No doubt, we were on a re-elect

President Nixon campaign trip.”

HENRY BRADSHER, WASHINGTON STAR
“Nixon went for good foreign policy reasons, but he
also went as a political gesture, as he was facing re-
election that year. It was something he wanted to get the
best publicity out of it.”

Rl - SRR - AR
Nicholas Platt (Courtesy of Nicholas Platt)
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The frustration of the press was compounded because

the reporters were getting almost no details about
Nixon’s talks with the Chinese.

TOM JARRIEL, ABC NEWS

“There was nothing at all. They met for 20-30 minutes.
They met for two hours. They met in such and such
a hall. Those who were present. Just the bare bones.
We didn’t care about the bare bones. We already had
that written in our bible. What we wanted to know is
- did they discuss Taiwan? Did they discuss the Soviet
Union? Did they discuss military matters? Did they
discuss future trade?”

But as they left Beijing to cover Nixon’s next stops
- the scenic resort of Hangzhou and then Shanghai -

§% - RRLEEA - ELHR BEN - ;zmmﬁwmwgﬁmn |
Diane Sawyer with Richard Nixon (Courtesy of Richard Nixon Library and Museum

the press remained in the dark about the negotiations
- preoccupied instead with the quirks of the Chinese
system.

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“It was totally, totally foreign, and I remembered I had
asked for hot water, because in those days [ was boiling
my contact lens, and every time I asked for hot water
they sent me tea.”

It was also impossible to throw anything out.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“I do remember trying to get rid of half a sandwich
which I threw in the waste basket and which kept
miraculously every morning reappearing in my hotel
room. Whether it was a misplaced sense of frugality
or whether one didn’t throw out food, I think they just
thought it was inadvertent.”

There was a particularly embarrassing incident
involving a young aide to Nixon’s press secretary, Ron
Ziegler, named Diane Sawyer- now the evening news
anchor at ABC.
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ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS

“We were all on the bus and just as the bus was ready
to leave for the airport a Chinese guy came running out
of the hotel, and he had pantyhose, and he was clearly
agitated. He thought someone had left this behind in
their room, and, well, it was Diane Sawyer who came
forward on the bus to claim that, but | guess she had
just thrown them away. I don’t know. In those dark days
in China, a poverty-stricken country in those days, the
notion that somebody would throw away a perfectly
good pair of pantyhose didn’t cross this guy’s radar

screen at all.”

By this point, the reporters had been working around the
clock for days. As the only correspondent for the New
York Times, Max Frankel was struggling.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES

“Most days there were three articles. There would
be a news article, and a news analysis, and then the
notebook, and that took most of the night. I was living
on aspirins, and I discovered that aftershave lotion
was very good
for waking you
up. And I had
this bottle of
aftershave lotion
that [ would wipe
on my face and

wake up.”

DIRCK
HALSTEAD,
UPI

“The way it
worked is that AP
and UPI not only
had to process

and transmit their

B - BRAYEBETS LAF D RRAE
(% - BEAMHEAWRE)

Dirck Halstead developing film in a hotel
hathroom. (Courtesy of Dirck Halstead)

own pictures,

but we were

responsible for processing the pictures for Time, Life, and
Newsweek. That means we were in the darkroom until 4
o’clock in the morning. So just to keep awake, I would
go back to my room briefly -and they had delicious
tangerines, so I would go back to my room and bring
tangerines and Jack Daniels whiskey and go back to
the darkroom to continue processing film. But the poor
minder had to be up as long as 1 was up. And about the
third night of this, about 5 o’clock in the morning, I came
out from the dark room, and he was sprawled out on the
floor, and said, ‘please Mr. Halstead. you must get some

(ELL

rest. You are going to die if you don’t get some rest

NBC’s Barbara Walters was having a particularly
tough time, resented and shunned by many of her male

colleagues.

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“I had one advantage and that is [ knew Henry Kissinger
socially. And we had an incident where he had asked me
to buy some presents for his lady friends and the press
thought he was giving me secret information. But what

he was doing was giving me a list. ”

ED FOUHY, CBS NEWS

“I remember being very concerned that she was going
to get something that the rest of us were not. She was on
pretty good terms with both the President and the first
lady, and she probably had other sources as well, but we

kept a close eye on her.”

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS

“I sort of aggravated them. The fact that | was a
woman, that | hadn’t paid my dues, [or] worked at the
Associated Press or United Press like they did, the fact
they thought I was getting special treatment. And the
most difficult part of it was at night when we weren’t
working. No one asked me to come and have dinner
with them, nobody said do you want to have a beer, just
as well I didn’t like beer. I was really lonely, I had no
one to share it with. ”
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Premier Zhou Enfai and President Nixon at a banquet in Shanghai, February 28, 1872. (AP Photo/stf)
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In their private meetings, Nixon and Kissinger had

reached agreement with the Chinese on a communiqué.
The sticking point had been Taiwan - the island 90
miles off the Chinese coast ruled by Mao’s old enemy,
Chiang Kai-shek. the loser of the civil war that brought
the communists to power. The Americans and Chinese
found a formula to acknowledge Beijing’s claim to the
island while stressing the U.S. commitment to resolving
the issue peacefully. But the text wasn’t shared with

Secretary of State Rogers.

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST

“I thought that there was difficulty in drafting the
Shanghai Communiqué between the American
delegation and the Chinese. What I didn’t realize is that
the problem was within the American delegation when
Marshall Green, who was on the trip, objected to the
cavalier way that they brushed off Taiwan.”

Marshall Green was the State Department’s top Asia expert.

NICHOLAS PLATT , FORMER STATE
DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL

“We got on the plane to Hangzhou after being in Beijing
for six days and Marshall Green and Secretary Rodgers
got their first look at the Shanghai Communiqué. It
had already been approved by the Chinese Communist
Central Committee. And they had not seen a draft, it had
not been shared with them. And they were not acting
out of pique. They looked at it analytically and said
there were some mistakes here. There are some wording
changes that really need to be made and some issues
really need to be raised.”

The main issue, which Green and Rogers raised with
Nixon and Kissinger during the President’s stop
in the scenic resort of Hangzhou, had to do with
Taiwan. Kissinger had agreed on language reiterating
Washington’s mutual security treaties with Japan and
South Korea. But there was no reference to the U.S.
defense treaty with Taiwan.

Kissinger had also accepted China's demand to include
the phrase "all Chinese on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait agree there is one China." Green argued that not
all people in Taiwan accepted this view.

DWIGHT CHAPIN, NIXON APPOINTMENTS
SECRETARY

“There was significant concern and tension. There was
tension with the President. There was tension with the

staff. There was tension in terms of how it was going to

be interpreted back home among conservatives. And so

it was a very, very delicate several hours.”

NICHOLAS PLATT

“Kissinger was furious, Nixon was furious. But you
know, if you don’t show the pros what you’re doing,
there is a chance maybe you got something wrong.”

However, the Chinese would not agree to drop the word
“all” and refused to accept any reference to the U.S.-
Taiwan Defense Treaty. Kissinger eventually agreed
to eliminate the section on U.S. security commitments
altogether. The word “all” remained in the document.
The agreement was unveiled in Shanghai, and became
known as the Shanghai Communiqué. The Chinese
were so pleased they agreed to live TV coverage of
the announcement, even though that wasn’t part of the
original coverage plan.

ROBERT SIEGENTHALER, ABC NEWS/POOL
COORDINATOR

“The Chinese representative came to me, ‘Dr. No’ now
being my friend, would [we] want a crew to cover the
Shanghai Communiqué? That was not in the agreement,
[ reminded him, but we would be happy to do it. Since
we only had about 8 hours of notice, it would be
interesting because we had no assets in Shanghai, but
we got a mobile unit there and the microwave back to
a satellite that an ABC technician had crafted. To this
day, I don’t know how he got the signal from the airport
to the uplink and to the United States.

Nixon’s conservative critics were bitterly opposed to the
agreement. One newspaper wrote, “They got Taiwan.
We got eggrolls.” But that was a minority view.

NICHOLAS PLATT
“It really was immensely skillful because it finessed the
whole issue. It allowed us to sidestep Taiwan and get

on with the business of forming a relationship with the
Mainland.”
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Indeed, for the President’s political prospects - and for
most Americans - the power of the images was much

more important than the details of the communiqué.

TOM JARRIEL, ABC NEWS

“Nixon knew he was going to get this political windfall
beyond his greatest wishes. Whether they had a
communiqué at the end of the talks was important for
the diplomats and important for the foreign affairs
reporters, but for the generalists like me, he had already
hit the home run.”

WINSTON LORD, KISSINGER AIDE

“This was a major geopolitical event. I would argue

one of the three or four biggest events in the last half of

the last century - but clearly , it was the Chinese Army
band at the Great Hall of the People. It was Nixon at the
Great Wall. It’s toasting each other. It’s going to a ballet,
the Forbidden City, and the visuals with the leaders that
clearly were going to carry the day. And that’s what did
happen.”

Like their viewers, the American reporters were
captivated by what they saw in China.

BERNARD KALB, CBS NEWS

“It was China, the mystery, the dragon, the hidden
kingdom, the secret country, etc., etc., and the television
was a ‘wow!’ Because everything in China [where] you

put your camera you got exotic pictures.”
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And the press was equally captivated by the charm of
Premier Zhou Enlai.

BARBARA WALTERS , NBC NEWS
“Perhaps the one we got along with the most is Zhou

Enlai.”

DAN RATHER, CBS NEWS

“I had a conversation with Zhou Enlai [at Hangzhou
airport] where he was saying how badly, how
desperately China needed to upgrade its education
system, that it needed to move from being a closed
society with a closed education system to learning
what they could from other education systems and
emphasizing the best of their own. It was a deep and
meaningful conversation with Zhou Enlai which I
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treasure to this day - that he laid out a vision of China...
which I will say frankly I thought at the time was far
too optimistic. I admired him for having this vision but
at the time I was saying to myself given what I've seen
of China, it’s going to be a century more before they
can accomplish what his vision is. Again, how wrong
I was...But it was worth the whole trip to me to have
those moments with Zhou Enlai in Hangzhou.”

Nixon and his entourage said their farewells to Zhou
and other Chinese officials at Shanghai airport. There
was also a farewell banquet laid on for the exhausted

reporters.

MAX FRANKEL, NEW YORK TIMES
“I literally fell asleep on my plate. You know I conked

over the table and somebody had to revive me. It was
pretty exhausting. I counted it up later. It was 35,000
words in eight days.”

From old China hands like Theodore White, to the vast
majority who’d never been there or covered the country,
the reporters’ heads were spinning as they tried to
process what they’d seen.

STANLEY KARNOW, WASHINGTON POST
“Nixon called it ‘the week that changed the world,’
and it was a big event. It was a big event. You had to
hand it to Nixon. Nixon was a smart guy. It was playing
triangular diplomacy, get the Russians worried.”

BARBARA WALTERS, NBC NEWS
“And this is what is important. It changed our views of

85, BEM - LR AR

ruary 28, 1972 fo-retum to the U.S. (AP Photo)

China, but it also changed China’s view of the U.S.”

TOM JARRIEL. ABC NEWS
“I think from the pictures it introduced the American
public to almost a magic kingdom.”

BERNARD KALB, CBS NEWS

“The impact of television on an American audience
was extraordinary. China had suddenly come alive, and
all the rest is just commentary.”

DIRCK HALSTEAD

“It was the biggest story I ever covered. It changed the
world. The Nixon trip to China was without any doubt
the most important Presidential trip ever. With the
exception of a President going to Mars, nobody is ever

going to be able to do a trip like that again.”
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‘Richard Nixon and First Lady Pat Nixon wave their farewells to China as they board Air Force One at Shanghai Airport,
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Front Cover : U.S. President Richard Nixon shakes hands with Chairman Mao Zedong during
Nixon's historic trip to China on February 21, 1972 in Beijing. (AP Photo)
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Back Cover : President Richard Nixon and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai toast each other at the end

of the banquet in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on February 21, 1972. (AP Photo)
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