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DILEMMAS OF BRAZILIAN GRAND STRATEGY. Strategic Studies Institute. Hal Brands.
August 31, 2010.

The study analyzes Brazilian grand strategy under President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
During Lula’s nearly 8 years in office, he has pursued a multi-tiered grand strategy
aimed at hastening the transition from uni-polarity to a multi-polar order in which
international rules, norms, and institutions are more favorable to Brazilian interests.
Lula has done so by emphasizing three diplomatic strategies: soft-balancing,
coalition-building, and seeking to position Brazil as the leader of a more united South
America. This strategy has successfully raised Brazil’s profile and increased its
diplomatic flexibility, but it has also exposed the country to four potent strategic
dilemmas that could complicate or undermine its ascent.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/bi1s78 [HTML format with links].

CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS TO DEVELOPING NATIONS, 2002-2009. Congressional
Research Service, Library of Congress. Richard F. Grimmett. September 10, 2010.

This report is prepared annually to provide Congress with official, unclassified,
quantitative data on conventional arms transfers to developing nations by the United
States and foreign countries for the preceding eight calendar years for use in its
policy oversight functions. All agreement and delivery data in this report for the
United States are government-to-government Foreign Military Sales (FMS)
transactions. Similar data are provided on worldwide conventional arms transfers by
all suppliers, but the principal focus is the level of arms transfers by major weapons
suppliers to nations in the developing world. Developing nations continue to be the
primary focus of foreign arms sales activity by weapons suppliers. During the years
2002-2009, the value of arms transfer agreements with developing nations comprised
68.3% of all such agreements worldwide. More recently, arms transfer agreements
with developing nations constituted 72.8% of all such agreements globally from 2006-
2009, and 78.4% of these agreements in 2009.
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Full Text:
http://bit.ly/9WRdGS8 [PDF format, 89 pages].

WHY DO TERRORISTS BLOW THEMSELVES UP? YaleGlobal. Riaz Hassan. September 9,
2010.

Nine years after the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, the world shares a perception that suicide attacks are unusual acts
committed by the poor, the psychologically impaired, the morally deficient, the
uneducated or the religious fanatics. Yet analysis of more than 1500 suicide attacks
between 1981 and 2008 by author Riaz Hassan reveals far more complex motivations.
Instead, altruism emerges as one of the major driving forces among young terrorists
who previously demonstrated exemplary conduct. Sadly, evil can be ordinary, as
noted by philosopher Hannah Arendt. Terrorists, shaped by their social environment,
show a common tendency to abide by collective wisdom and follow orders. Daily life
is difficult, unjust, even tenuous, in war zones or refugee camps - nurturing
resistance and hatred among youth. Increasing numbers of youth in conflict zones,
feeling helpless to shape a larger, uncaring world, view suicide attacks as a way to
call attention to the plight of their community.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/dfyT5l [HTML format, various paging].

IRAN’S GLOBAL AMBITIONS - PART Il. YaleGlobal. Willem van Kemenade. September
15, 2010.

Holding the third largest oil reserves in the world, Iran is an attractive trade partner,
giving it an edge in the world economy. The series examines Iran’s big power
ambitions and its ability to divide the international community to achieve its goal. As
Iran rejects demands to end high level enriching nuclear fuel, the UN Security Council
in June approved a fourth round of sanctions aimed against the country’s dominant
military. China and Russia, both expressing concern about US intervention, resist the
toughest proposals for sanctions. “The big question is whether China at this stage will
openly support Iran in alleviating the sanctions,” asks the author.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/d3jAr0 [HTML format, various paging].

FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES: VIETNAM JULY 1970-JANUARY 1972. U.S.
Department of State. Web posted September 8, 2010.

The Department of State releases Foreign Relations of the United States, 1969-1976,
Volume VII, Vietnam, July 1970-January 1972. The volume documents U.S. policy
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towards the war in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from July 1970 to January 1972. It
is the second of five volumes covering the end of the Vietnam war under Presidents
Nixon and Ford, 1969-1975.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/b5h0OD4 [PDF format, 1128 pages].

ASSESSING THE TERRORIST THREAT. Bipartisan Policy Center. Peter Bergen and Bruce
Hoffman. September 10, 2010.

The report details how the terrorist threat has evolved since the attacks in 2001,
including the development of homegrown networks and the increasingly diverse and
decentralized nature of terrorism

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/aHOvgA [PDF format, 44 pages].

ANALYZING NORTH KOREA’S DECISION-MAKING PROCESS ON ITS NUCLEAR WEAPONS
PROGRAMS WITH THE RATIONAL CHOICE AND COGNITIVE CHOICE MODELS. RAND
Corporation. Ki-Tae Park. August 31, 2010.

The dissertation analyzes North Korea's Decision-making process regarding its nuclear
programs with two choice models -- Rational Choice and Cognitive Choice -- and
suggest effective/adaptive/robust deterrence strategy for the ROK-US combined
forces.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/a9B5RW [PDF format, 316 pages].

AVOIDING A TEMPEST IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. Council on Foreign Relations. Joshua
Kurlantzick. September 2, 2010.

Over the past decade, dating back to the end of the Asian financial crisis, China has
drastically expanded its international presence, including in Latin America, Africa,
and Central Asia. But China's rising global power--both soft and hard--has been felt
first in Southeast Asia, a region seen by some Chinese strategists as equivalent to
Latin America in the U.S. Monroe Doctrine.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/95sKbP [HTML format, various paging].
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WILL CHINA RULE THE WORLD? Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Douglas
H. Paal. September 2, 2010.

Rising domestic concerns in China over the increasing pressure of public opinion, the
succession of the country’s leadership, and fundamental economic imbalances may
have a growing effect on Beijing’s foreign policy.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/clC4ba [HTML format, various paging].

IRAQ IN FOCUS. Homeland Security Policy Institute. Charles Allen. August 30, 2010.

Experts answer some key questions: What are the security implications of the
transition, both short- and long-term? How can these implications be best managed?
What's needed to achieve "success” in Iraq in the long run?

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/c9hedv [PDF format, 19 pages].

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND THE QUALITY OF SUICIDE TERRORISM. National Bureau of
Economic Research. Efraim Benmelech et al. August 30, 2010.

The study analyzes the link between economic conditions and the quality of suicide
terrorism. While the existing empirical literature shows that poverty and economic
conditions are not correlated with the quantity of terror, theory predicts that poverty and
poor economic conditions may affect the quality of terror. Poor economic conditions
may lead more able, better-educated individuals to participate in terror attacks, allowing
terror organizations to send better-qualified terrorists to more complex, higher-impact,
terror missions.

Full Text:
http://bit.ly/a06Lqga [PDF format, 40 pages].
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