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Mesdames et messieurs, bonsoir. Gérald Tremblay, Mayor of Montreal, Yolande James, Minister
of Families, Georgia Governor Nathan Deal and Mrs. Sandra Deal, Ambassador Raymond
Chrétien, members of Parliament and National Assembly, members of city council, Stephen
Brereton, Canadian Consul General in Atlanta, Joane Boyer, Quebec Delegate General in
Atlanta, Ambassador Duane Woerth and Mrs. Sharon Woerth, Diplomatic representatives to the
International Civil Aviation Organization, my consular colleagues, my wife, Sheryn,

distinguished guests,

C’est un grand plaisir de vous accueillir en ce magnifique endroit pour célébrer I’indépendance
des Etats-Unis. Au nom du personnel de notre Consulat et des membres de leurs familles, je vous
remercie pour votre participation ce soir. Quelle immense joie pour nous de pouvoir célébrer en
compagnie de I’Etat de la Géorgie, une des treize colonies qui s’est firement battue pour notre

liberté il y a 236 ans.

It is a great pleasure to have as our partner today the State of Georgia, led by none other than the
Governor of the State, Nathan Deal. Please help me to welcome Governor Deal and Mrs. Deal.
Georgia was one of the original thirteen colonies. On July 4, 1776, George Walton, a
predecessor of Governor Deal as Governor of Georgia, and a member of the Continental
Congress that met in Philadelphia, became the youngest signer of the Declaration of

Independence, at the age of 26. He was one of three who signed for Georgia.

Those founders of our nation, committed to ideals we cherish to this day, wrote: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”
These simple but profound words have defined us as a people, even as our country has grown
from those original colonies to become a leader in our modern world. As our country has grown,
so has our understanding of these words. Martin Luther King, a native son of Georgia, helped us

understand that African Americans and other minorities are also entitled to equality, life, liberty



and happiness. Today we are proud to have fulfilled some of Doctor King’s aspirations by

electing an African American as President of the United States.

A century before our civil rights movement, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a fellow New Yorker and
an early activist for women’s rights, wrote that “all men and women are created equal...”
Today we have a dynamic woman as our Secretary of State, the third woman to serve in that

capacity. No one doubts that before long a woman will serve as our President.

A new generation of activists has made us aware that equality cannot be abridged based on
sexual orientation nor on account of physical ability. For those of us privileged to represent the
United States of America here in Canada and around the world, whether we serve our country in
the Foreign Service, the U.S. military, or the Peace Corps, it is a source of pride that even as our
country has remained true to its founding values, it has grown to be more inclusive and

representative of all Americans.

Aujourd’hui, nous célébrons I’anniversaire des Etats-Unis et notre liberté en tant que peuple.
Nous savons tres bien que le succes de notre nation est le produit de relations solides et d’amitié
avec tous les peuples a travers le monde. Aucune de ces relations n’est plus solide ni plus
importante que celle que nous avons avec le Canada. Alors que les politiques et les programmes
évoluent, les liens entre nos peuples seront toujours étroits. Les Américains et les Canadiens ont
plusieurs valeurs en commun, dont le respect pour les libertés individuelles, I’engagement envers
notre sécurité collective et le désir de stimuler notre croissance économique tout en soutenant

celles de nations en voie de développement.

Canada and the United States are partners. The program of Prime Minister Harper and President
Obama to look Beyond the Border, to simplify our trade and travel and security relationship, and
Canada’s recent admission to the negotiation of a Trans Pacific Partnership, a trade agreement
for the 21% century, are two examples, but there are so many more. The presence today of
Governor Deal and his Georgia delegation is further proof that our binational ties and our
common aspirations link us together. We wish him well in finding new partnerships that will

enhance economic opportunities for both Quebec and Georgia.

Notre Consulat général appréecie grandement 1’accueil chaleureux que le Québec lui réserve tout

au long de I’année, lors de nos nombreuses missions commerciales et visites officielles. Le



Premier ministre Charest participe activement a 1’ Alliance des Etats du sud-est des Etats-Unis et
des provinces canadiennes, dont la Géorgie fait partie. Nous sommes heureux que son
gouvernement soit si bien représenté aujourd’hui par la Ministre James. Plusieurs parmi vous ont
des liens étroits avec les Etats-Unis, liens profitables pour vous tout comme pour nous. Nous
apprécions nos échanges commerciaux avec vous et appréecions aussi que les élus de Montréal et

du Québec soient également d’ardents défenseurs de ces liens.

We are also grateful for the warm welcome that the people of Montreal extend to the thousands
of American tourists who love your food, your festivals and your generous spirit. Mr. Mayor, we
are proud to be your neighbors and your friends. At this time | am pleased to offer the podium to

Mayor Tremblay to offer a few words of greeting.



