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Top: Fulbright scholars discussed the draft
amendment of FAAC constitution during the
FAAC 2010 annual retreat on December 04,
2010 in Preah Sihanouk province.

Down: Mr. Khiev Khemara, Fulbright scholar
2003-2004, lectures about IBT test on October
30, 2010 at University of Puthisastra
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Networking event with academic F
institutions in Phnom Penh
By CHAN Virak, Fulbright Scholar
2006-2008

On the morning of October 23, 2010, the
Fulbright Alumni Association of Cambodia
(FAAC) in collaboration with the Public
Affairs Section of the U.S embassy in
Phnom Penh organized a networking
event in one of the seminar rooms of the
Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center
(CJCC). Participants in the event included ~ Mr. Mark Wenig, Public Affairs Officer of the
representatives from the U.S embassy, United States Embassy. giving speech with
Fulbright alumni and alumni from other U.S support to the FAAC activities.
exchange programs, FAAC volunteers, representatives from the Cambodian Higher
Education Association (CHEA) and more than 20 representatives from different aca-
demic institutions in Phnom Penh. The event started at 8:00AM with a welcoming
speech by the FAAC president followed by a remark from the Public Affairs Officer of
the U.S embassy and each participant’s self-introduction. Then all the participants had
a chance to socialize and estabish proffessional network during the 40-minute coffee
break. The event ended with a presentation of the activities and services provided by
the FAAC, questions and comments from participants.

This particular FAAC event not only provides an opportunity for representatives from
different higher educational institutions to network with alumni of different U.S ex-
change programs, but also raises awareness about the importance of volunteerism
among the participants. The two offices of FAAC at Puthisastra University and the
Institute of Foreign Languages of the Royal University of Phnom Penh have provid-
ed opportunities for undergraduates and recent graduates from different universities
in Phnom Penh to get involved in a number of FAAC voluntary services. Different
Fulbright alumni have also volunteered to provide services to the community. The
services include sharing learning and life experiences with high school and university
students both in Phnom Penh and in some provinces, providing discipline-specific
consultations to university students, providing updated information on different schol-
arships and important tips on scholarship preparation and other academic-related
services.

The FAAC now consists of more than 100 Fulbright scholars majoring in different fields
of study from the U.S, and has been very well-known for its voluntary Fulbright lecture
series program at different universities in the provinces and in Phnom Penh. The FAAC
has always encouraged university representatives to benefit from this service by giving
their students a chance to meet face-to-face with some of our young and enthusiastic
Fulbright alumni. FAAC

A big event of the year: FAAC
annual retreat 2010

By HANG Monycheat, FAAC
Communications Assistant

To strengthen the connection among
alumni from all the US exchange pro-
grams, FAAC arranged an annual retreat
to Preah Sihanouk Province on December
04-05, 2010. Joined the retreat were 30
participants including Fulbright alumni,
representatives of all the US exchange weeting session during the annual retreat at the
programs, and representatives from the Golden Sand Hotel in Preah Sihanouk province
US embassy. (continue to page 3). on December 04, 2010.
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Photos from the 2010 Annual Retreat in Preah Sihanouk province on December 04-05

To showcase our alumni’s contributions to the society, we create this space to feature one of our alumni. In
this edition, we feature Mr. Ouch Chamroen, Senior Programs Officer focusing on decentralization and finan-
cial management at Asian Development Bank (ADB), Cambodian Resident Mission.

Please tell us about your work and educa-
tional background.

| obtained a BEd in Teaching English
as Foreign Language from the Institute
of Foreign Language, Royal University
of Phnom Penh in 1994, and an M.A. in
International Affairs, Ohio University, USA,
in 1996. Immediately after my return from
the United States, | joined UNDP Cambodia
as Programs Officer for works related to
social development and poverty reduc-
tion. Since 2001, | have been with ADB
Cambodia Resident Mission, initially as
Programs Officer for works related to social
development and poverty reduction. | have
been working on governance and public
sector management since 2003.

What was the most important event that sig-
nificantly changed your life? Why?

Getting a Fulbright scholarship was a life
changing experience. Back in 1994, | was
among the first batch of Cambodian stu-
dents under the Fulbright scholarship after
the civil wars. It was a dream come true.
While spending most time on learning on
campus, | also managed time for socializing
such as spending time with students from
different countries and with residents around
the campus. No other time had | felt as ex-
tensively enriched as the time spent during
two years under the Fulbright program.

What led you to pursue a Fulbright
scholarship?

My top priority was to pursue higher
education abroad where good learning op-
portunities were available. As Cambodia
opened up after the Paris Peace Accord in
1991, education in the West was preferred.
Accordingly, | prepared myself to be qualified
for a graduate study and for a scholarship.
Fulbright scholarship had just resumed its
program in Cambodia in 1994 and | applied
for it.

How has the Fulbright program impacted
your current employment and career goals?

The scholarship program provided an ex-
cellent academic foundation and broad
exposures for personal development. The
training and exposures provided solid quali-
fication for employments and professional
developments.

In what capacity do you think that your

work contributes to the development of
Cambodia?
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Through my works for multi-lateral development
institutions since 1996, | have contributed to
promoting socioeconomic development, reduc-
ing poverty, and improving good governance.
These have bearing impacts on the citizens’
welfares and the development of Cambodia.

What do you like most about your current job?

Since my works have contributed to improve-
ments in people’s welfares, | am contented. The
governance related works have contributed to
developing the country’s rules and regulations,
systems, and institutions which were destroyed
following the civil wars. Good governance would
provide a solid foundation for the country’s fu-
ture development.

How does decentralization impact Cambodian
communities?

Decentralization and deconcentration (D&D)
reforms are measures to improve local demo-
cratic development; bring service delivery closer
to local citizens; and improve local voices, par-
ticipation and accountability. These factors
are expected to lead to improved efficiency in
service delivery and thereby improve citizens’
welfare.

What challenges remain for Cambodia on the
decentralization journey?

The D&D reforms involve both the local and
central levels of public institutions regarding
functional reassignments, fiscal arrangements,
and personnel management. The implementa-
tion of D&D reforms are constrained by fiscal
resources and capacities of sub-national ad-
ministrations (SNAs) to carry out the functions
to be assigned to them within the next three to
five years. As D&D reforms involve restructuring
of power relationships, the implementation of
these reforms are not without resistance.

How would you propose to address those
challenges?

Sustained government’s commitment is required
to implement a successful D&D reform program
for Cambodia. As SNAs have been established
at the commune, district and province levels, ap-
propriate fiscal resources are required for them
to fulfill their mandates. It will also require exten-
sive development partners’ support to develop
governance systems, human resource capacity
and facilities for the SNAs. The success of D&D
reforms is also linked to the successful imple-
mentation of other critical reform areas, which
include public financial management (financial
resources for SNAs) and public administrative
reform (personnel management for SNAs) pro-
grams. FAAC

Ouch Chamroen, Fulbright Scholar
1994- 1996

EDUCATION

1996 M.A. in International Affairs
(Southeast Asian Studies), Ohio
University, U.S.A. Fulbright
Scholarship.

* 1994 Bachelor of Education
(Teaching English as Foreign
Language), Royal University of
Phnom Penh.

WORK

» 2001-Present: Senior Programs
Officer, responsible for works related
to decentralization and public financial
management, Asian Development
Bank (ADB), Cambodian Resident
Mission.

* 1996-2001: Programs Officer,
responsible for works related to social
development and poverty reduction,
United Nations Development Program
(UNDP), Phnom Penh.

* Summer 1995: Staff Writer for
the Indochina Digest, Veterans
International, Washington D.C, USA.

* 1991-1994: Project Assistant,
Veterans International, Phnom Penh.

» 1991: Office Assistant at

Maryknoll, Phnom Penh: Provided
administra—tive support to the opera-
tions of the Maryknoll Office.



Photos: Educational project activities of FAAC and the US Embassy Public Affairs Session from October - December 2010

The first Fulbright Mentoring Program
By CHEA Kagnarith, Fulbright Scholar 2008-2010

During the previous provincial lecture series by members of
FAAC, there were a number of concerns by provincial students
who thought they were unable to compete for scholarship
opportunities with urban students and thus could not contrib-
ute competitively to their community’s development. These
concerns are truly legitimate. FAAC sees this not only as a
challenge but also an opportunity for fostering and decentral-
izing development.

To achieve this end, FAAC has initiated the Fulbright Mentoring
Program (FMP), whose purpose is to help these underprivi-
leged provincial students to stand a chance for any scholarship.
The FMP focuses on three crucial areas: training them to be
volunteers and leaders, turning them into real volunteers and
leaders and guiding them with scholarship application. In
December 2010, the best five provincial students or mentees
from Kompong Cham (one from Western University, one from
University of Management and Economics, one from Chea
Sim University, one from Preah Sihanouk High School, and
one from Pak Vanna School) were selected based on the in-
terview and essay competition and were provided with the full
financial support to come to Phnom Penh for two days to par-
ticipate in the FMP.

First, for training, the mentees had a chance to learn about

Little but very meaningful contribution
By HANG Monycheat, FAAC Communications Assistant

On November 27,2010, all
members and volunteers
of the Fulbright Alumni
Association of Cambodia
raised a total amount of
$200 to assist the vic-
tims from the Koh Pich
stampede, that happened
on November 22, 2010.
Our main contributors
are Mr. Meach Sophana,
Mr. Oum Pisey, Ms. Dek
Dary, Ms. Ing Varony, Mr.
Theam Rottanak, Mr. Sim
Huy Chhoung, Mr. Chan
Sophal, Mr. Om Soryong,
Mr. Chan Virak, Mr. Chea Kagnarith, Ms. Sar Samphors, Mr. So
Sok Bunthoeun, Mr. Hang Monycheat, Mr. Chuop Mithona, and
Mr. Chan Sovannara. On December 7, 2010, Mr. Chan Virak,
on behalf of the association, handed the donation to four in-
jured students, who were the victims from the tragedy and are
also currently junior students at the Department of Japanese
Language of the Institute of Foreign Languages. Each victim
received an equal amount of $50 which is small but very helpful
and meaningful in times of need like this. FAAC

Mr. CHAN Virak representing FAAC
handed the donation to student
victims from Koh Pich starmpede on
November 27, 2010

(Continue from page 1) The purpose of this retreat was for
the alumni to have a chance to review progress made during
the year, discuss activities for the coming year, and a chance to
enjoy a lovely evening at the beach. After having official meet-
ing and discussion, FAAC members also had a warm and funny
dinner together before leaving for Phnom Penh in the next
morning. FAAC

the FAAC volunteer activities, and environmental initiatives
with urban universities. In addition, the selected mentees
were also provided with workshop training on critical thinking
and leadership by Youth Resource Development Program
and AIESEC. Next, to turn them into real volunteers and
leaders, all the mentees have to start up their projects when
returning to their respective school in the province.

These mentees have planned to establish a reading club
at the American Corner at the University of Management
and Economics on February 06, 2011 to experience lead-
ing people. They are also planning to organize a Clean-Up
Day on their respective campuses to promote volunteerism
in environmental protection. Third with respect to guiding,
each provincial student is paired with one Fulbright alumni
or Fulbright Mentor. The mentors are expected to provide
consultationt through email and phone communication to
provincial students advising them how to apply for scholar-
ships as well as writing them recommendations.

The mentors additionally provide counsel on their academic
and social issues. In return, these mentees have become the
FAAC’s networking ambassadors with their respective insti-
tutions in promoting volunteerism and leadership. In a long
run, FAAC intends to extend the FMP to seven more remote
provinces: Pursat, Kompot, Prey Veng, Svay Rieng, Ratanak
Kiri, Mondol Kiri, and Kratie. FAAC

Language learning
skill workshop in
Kompong Cham

By HAN Chansokhen,
FAAC Volunteer

On November 28, 2010 at
the American Corner at the
University of Management
and Economics, 4 FAAC

members conducted @ £y pright scholars give the consulta-
workshop  that lasted tion about learning skill in Kompong
about 3 hours under

Cham on November 30, 2010.
the theme of Language

Learning Skills. Fulbright alumni, Mr. Chan Virak, Ms.
Norng Utara, Mr. Chea Kagnarith, and myself were there
to contribute to the usual FAAC Lecture Series Program. In
the workshop, there were about 70 students coming from
different universities in Kompong Cham province. They
were enthusiastic in language learning and development,
especially when they were answering 50 questions from the
handout provided. The participating students were formed
into three big groups; then, they worked on the handout
by honestly answering the questions given. The 50 ques-
tions in the handout basically were the techniques reflecting
their language learning styles. At the end of the activities,
there were many good questions asked to the three alumni,
especially about how to learn language efficiently and ef-
fectively. Some participants asked about how to improve
their TOEFL scores and speaking skills. Some of the partic-
ipants spoke good English as they mostly have participated
in the reading and speaking clubs at the American Corner.
With this curiosity and enthusiasm, the FAAC is looking for-
ward to any future possible contribution to develop human
resource in Cambodia. FAAC
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Alumni of all the US exchange programs, repesentatives of the US
Embassy, and FAAC volunteers posed a picture at the beach at the 2010
Annual Retreat on December 05, 2010.

Study skills seminar =
By Ms. DEK Dary, Fullbright i
Scholar 2006-2008 &

HANG Monycheat, FAAC
Communications Assistant

On the morning of Saturday

30, October, 2010, Ms. Dek

Dary, a Fulbright alumna,

gave a lecture at University of

Puthisastra on “Study Skills”.

Over 150 students from vari- . .

ous universities participated Fulbr/gh_t schola_r gives lecture _about
in this seminar. The speaker study skill at University of Puthisastra
raised many useful points re- on October 30, 2010

lated to her learning experiences.

Networking: Ms. Dary recommended all participants to have
specific goals for life and try to build up networking during
college years by getting involved in volunteering jobs or in-
terning in work places that deemed potential for the target
future careers. “I had an internship in Singapore after my
Master program in Boston, Massachusetts. It came unexpect-
edly through a connection. | was selected to spend 3 months
interning in a research project on Cambodia’s economic com-
petitiveness”. By doing so, she could learn practically from
her work and had a good connection with other senior people.

Study Skills: Many young Cambodian students are not well
equipped with necessary tools to get ready for college after
they finish high schools. These skills include note-taking,
communication skill, reading and writing in academic English,
test preparation and stress reduction strategies. From her ex-
periences, Ms. Dary mentioned these skills should be taught
to every freshman students in every university to prepare
them to read widely from international publications as well as
to compete for international scholarships

Online resources: One last piece of advice was improving
Cambodian students’ competitiveness in the global stage. She
highly recommended a book, “the World is Flat” by Thomas
Friedman. Ms. Dary believes that in the age of internet world,
where information is spread overnight via internet access, ev-
eryone in the world can speed up their knowledge on almost
every issue. She recommended the young students to identify
credible websites to read regularly based on their specific ma-
jors and interests, and to improve critical thinking skills from
reading selected comments and online forums. FAAC
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FAAC Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Fulbright
Alumni Association of Cambodia for those valuing educa-
tion and development.
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For more information:

FAAC Office at UP, Ground Floor, Building A
University of Puthisastra
Street 180 & 184, Boeng Rang, Phnom Penh

FAAC Office at IFL, Ground Floor, Building E,
Institute of Foreign Languages (IFL)
Royal University of Phnom Penh, Russian Fed Blvd

E-mail: camfulbrighters@gmail.com

Tel:(855) 13 75 74 43; (855) 13 72 87 82
Website: http://www.camfulbrighters.org

or http://www.cambodia.usembassy.gov/faac.html

University in Cambodia can request up to 300 copies of the FAAC
Newsletter by sending an e-mail to FAACNewsletter@gmail.com.

To save the printing costs and to help save a few trees, please write
to FAACNewsletter@gmail.com to receive your copy of the FAAC
Newsletter via e-mail in an Adobe PDF file format.



