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U.S. Exempts 11 Nations on Iran Oil Sanctions

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. | Staff Writer
22 March 2012

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
praised 11 nations — 10 European nations and Japan —
for substantially reducing their purchases of oil from Iran.

The 11 nations — Belgium, the Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland,
Spain and the United Kingdom — were granted waivers
by Clinton and will not be charged with penalties under a
U.S. law that would impose sanctions on those nations
who buy oil supplies from Iran. The waiver is for a
renewable period of 180 days.

“The actions taken by these countries were not easy,”
Clinton said in a statement March 20. “They had to
rethink their energy needs at a critical time for the world
economy and quickly begin to find alternatives to Iranian
oil, which many had been reliant on for their energy
needs.”

The ban on new oil purchases from Iran is part of a
broader effort by the United States, European Union and
the United Nations to convince the Iranian regime to end
efforts to develop nuclear weapons and the means to
deliver them, and to disclose fully efforts to date in its
nuclear development program to the Vienna-based
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Clinton said that the ban on all new purchases of Iranian
crude oil by the EU countries as of January 23, and phase
out of all existing contracts by July 1, shows solidarity and
commitment to holding Iran accountable for failing to
comply with its international obligations. The aim of the
bans is to block oil export revenue to Iran that could be
used to fund its nuclear weapons development program.

“Japan’s significant reductions in crude oil purchases is
also especially noteworthy considering the extraordinary
energy and other challenges it has faced over the past
year,” Clinton said. Japan faced a number of severe
hardships following a devastating earthquake and
tsunami last year including the loss of energy capacity
after the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear reactors went offline.
But Japanese industry has also been aggressively seeking
out new energy suppliers as an alternative to Iran’s oil
industry.

“We commend these countries for their actions and urge
other nations that import oil from Iran to follow their
example,” she added.

Clinton said that in the two months since passage of a
federal law to impose wider sanctions on those who do
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business with Iran considerable progress has been made
in shrinking Iran’s oil export markets, and in isolating the
Central Bank of Iran from the world financial system.

“The United States is leading an unprecedented
international coalition of partners that has brought to bear
significant pressure on the Iranian regime to change its
course,” Clinton said. “Diplomacy coupled with strong
pressure can achieve the long-term solutions we seek, and
we will continue to work with our international partners
to increase pressure on Iran to meet its international
obligations.”

The sanctions imposed by the United States under the
2012 National Defense Authorization Act target
international banks and financial institutions that do
business with Iran’s central bank by preventing them
from opening new accounts or maintaining current
correspondent accounts with banks in the United States. It
applies to international central banks only for purchases
or the sale of oil or petroleum products from Iran.

Implementation of the sanctions must be approved by
President Obama after a determination has been made
that there is a sufficient alternative supply of oil and if the
country has not significantly reduced its volume of crude
oil purchases from Iran, a senior State Department official
said during a March 20 background briefing. Clinton
notified Congress that the 10 European nations and Japan
have met the terms of the law and sanctions are not
required, he added.

Secretary Clinton Boosts U.S. Commitment to World
Water Challenges

By Charlene Porter | Staff Writer | 22 March 2012

Washington — Calling water “an essential ingredient of
global peace, stability and security,” U.S. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton on March 22 announced a
new partnership of organizations to apply the nation’s
abundant experience in water issues to solving global
water challenges.

Clinton made the announcement at State Department
headquarters in recognition of World Water Day March
22.

“We believe this will help map our route to a more water-
secure world,” Clinton said, “a world where no one dies
from water-related diseases, where water does not
impede social or economic development, and where no
war is ever fought over water.”

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 1.7
million people die each year from diseases related to
unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene. Another 10 million
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or more suffer illnesses each year that result from
consumption or exposure to contaminated water.

Impure water impedes social development, Clinton said,
when women and girls in underdeveloped regions of the
world collectively spend hundreds of millions of hours
each year traveling to and from water sources to meet
their households” water needs.

The partnership will bring together more than 30
agencies, institutions and advocacy organizations with
diverse experience and knowledge of water issues.
Clinton said the varied backgrounds of the partners can
produce breakthrough solutions. “For example, if Coca-
Cola has the best data on available water supplies, and
the Army Corps of Engineers has the capacity to advise
on how to build water-delivery systems, and the Nature
Conservancy knows how to minimize the disruption to
the environment, then we want everybody sharing
information and delivering clean water in a sustainable
way to communities in need.”

Clinton said U.S. technical experience in this area is
respected worldwide, with foreign governments
frequently seeking advice from U.S. embassies about how
to deal with water issues.

Assisting nations in providing clean, potable water has
been a U.S. foreign policy goal since 2005. The potential
for water scarcity to serve as the trigger for regional
conflict has also been widely understood in the foreign
policy community. But Clinton said at the World Water
Day event that a new report ratchets up the urgency.

The U.S. National Intelligence Council released its Global
Water Assessment in February, introducing the findings
of its 30-page report with this “key judgment”:

“During the next 10 years, many countries important to
the United States will experience water problems —
shortages, poor water quality, or floods — that will risk
instability and state failure, increase regional tensions,
and distract them from working with the United States on
important U.S. policy objectives. Between now and 2040,
fresh water availability will not keep up with demand
absent more effective management of water resources.
Water problems will hinder the ability of key countries to
produce food and generate energy, posing a risk to global
food markets and hobbling economic growth.”

The report further finds that improved water
management — through improved pricing and allocation
methods, for instance — and investments in more efficient
water-use technology, especially in agriculture, will offer
the best solutions for water scarcity.

Clinton said supplying clean water to a community is
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essential for the achievement of many foreign policy
goals. Aspirations to make large-scale improvements in
global health cannot be met without clean water sources
for care facilities and the reduction of waterborne
diseases, she said. Improving opportunities in education
and employment for women and girls cannot be achieved
when they must devote so much time each day in the
pursuit, acquisition and transportation of household
water.

Representative Earl Blumenauer of Oregon joined Clinton
and representatives of the organizations founding the
partnership at the World Water Day event. A long-
standing advocate of U.S. support for helping developing
nations improve water access for their populations,
Blumenauer said many U.S. groups and institutions can
make a contribution to addressing global water
challenges: churches, synagogues, community
organizations and youth groups.

Blumenauer also promised Clinton that he’ll “do my best
to see that Congress provides the tools to make your job a
little easier.” He is a key co-sponsor of the Water for the
World Act, which aims to earmark sufficient U.S.
resources to provide 100 million people with sustainable
access to safe drinking water and sanitation within six
years.

U.S. Helps Immigrants Fight Fraud Schemes
By Lauren Monsen | Staff Writer | 22 March 2012

Washington — To prevent crooks from defrauding legal
immigrants and their families, the U.S. government is
conducting a nationwide crackdown on fraud related to
immigration services, says the U.S. Justice Department.

According to a March 20 blog post on the Justice
Department’s  website, immigration-services fraud
schemes — sometimes called notario scams — prey on
vulnerable individuals who are in the United States
legally and are trying to abide by the rules.

U.S. officials warn that scammers often deliberately invite
confusion by interchangeably using the Spanish word
notario and the similar-sounding English word “notary,”
but the two words have different meanings. In some Latin
American countries, a notario is a lawyer, but in the
United States, a “notary” — or, more properly, a “notary
public” — is someone who witnesses and certifies legal
documents, but does not have a law degree.

The Justice Department described how
typically approach their victims.

scammers

“Scammers often promise expert legal help (even though
they’re not experts or lawyers) or say that they will speed
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up the immigration process (even though they can’t) or
claim to be part of the government (even though they’re
not),” said the department’s blog post. “They take upfront
fees and often leave people worse off.” The Justice
Department’s Consumer Protection Branch “is continuing
to root out and prosecute these immigration-services
fees,” the post said.

Federal prosecutors are already taking action against
suspected offenders. In February, prosecutors announced
the indictment of three people on fraud charges related to
a Missouri company known as Immigration Forms and
Publications.

The indictment alleges that the company “charged
consumers hundreds of dollars up front for help in filling
out and filing government immigration forms,” falsely
identified employees as “immigration experts,”
fraudulently claimed that the company handled
“overload” calls for the U.S. government and “wrongly
said that the money customers paid the company would
cover government processing fees for the forms.”

Despite the company’s claims, its staffers “often did
nothing beyond mail out blank immigration forms that
anyone can get from the government for free,” the
indictment says. Also, the indictment adds, the company
“did not have any particular expertise in immigration
matters,” and customers who sent completed forms to
U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services “were surprised to
learn that the fees they already paid the company” were
not applied toward government processing fees.

Victims of immigration-services scams can report their
experiences to the Federal Trade Commission and to
officials in every U.S. state.

Seoul Summit to Focus on Nuclear Security

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. | Staff Writer
21 March 2012

Washington — During a two-day security summit in
Seoul March 26-27, President Obama will discuss his
ongoing commitment to nuclear nonproliferation and
efforts to prevent nuclear weapons from falling into the
hands of terrorists or criminal organizations, say senior
White House advisers.

The summit follows on Obama’s 2010 Nuclear Security
Summit in Washington and is being held by one of the
United States” strongest allies, South Korea, a cornerstone
of its approach to Asia, Deputy National Security Adviser
Ben Rhodes said in a pre-trip March 20 background
briefing for journalists. Rhodes said that in addition to
emphasizing nuclear security, the summit also brings
focus to the U.S. commitment to the Asia-Pacific region.
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The 2012 Seoul Nuclear Security Summit is expected to
draw national representatives from approximately 58
nations and international organizations, including 48
heads of state.

Obama set his vision for ridding the world of nuclear
weapons and how to get there in an April 5, 2009 speech
at Hradcany Square in Prague, the Czech Republic, that
quickly became a central theme of his presidency. The
setting for the president to lay out his goals in Seoul will
be a speech March 26 before the summit begins at the
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies. He will address
the increasing role that South Korea is playing not just in
Asia but on the global stage, and he will reaffirm the
strength of the U.S.-South Korean alliance, Rhodes said.

The president will have “an opportunity to walk through
his goals for the Nuclear Security Summit and his nuclear
security nonproliferation agenda more broadly,” Rhodes
told journalists. Obama will stress the U.S. commitment to
secure all vulnerable nuclear materials from terrorists and
extremist groups, and continued efforts to stop the spread
of nuclear weapons, including proliferation challenges
posed by Iran and North Korea, Rhodes said.

At the same time the president will stress the U.S.
commitment to peaceful nuclear energy as an important
part of his energy policy for the United States and as an
energy resource around the world, Rhodes said.

Rhodes said that the president arrives in Seoul on March
25. He will visit the demilitarized zone (DMZ) that
separates the two Koreas and see American troops
serving on the Korean Peninsula. Obama will then hold
talks with South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, which
will be followed by a joint press conference and a dinner.

The United States recently concluded a free-trade
agreement with South Korea that aims to strengthen
economic ties between the two allies, he added.

Obama will also hold a bilateral meeting with Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey on March 25.
“This will be an opportunity for him to continue his close
consultations with Erdogan about a range of regional
security issues, to include our shared commitment to see a
transition to democracy in Syria, our support for political
and economic reform across the Middle East and North
Africa, and the ability to discuss Iran and other regional
security issues,” Rhodes said.

On March 26 Obama will meet with Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev, Rhodes said. It will be the final
meeting with Medvedev as president of Russia. Bilateral
meetings are also planned with Kazakhstan President
Nursultan Nazarbayev and others.
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Obama will also meet with Chinese President Hu Jintao to
discuss security and economic issues, Rhodes said.
Following those meetings the president will attend a
working dinner with other leaders attending the summit.
The full summit begins on March 27.

Gary Samore, the White House coordinator for arms
control and weapons of mass destruction, proliferation
and terrorism, told journalists that following the 2010
security summit there were a list of actions that
governments had committed to that would strengthen
security over nuclear materials, minimize the use of those
materials in peaceful programs, and strengthen
cooperation in efforts to prevent terrorists and criminal
groups from obtaining nuclear materials.

“In the two years since the Washington meeting,
governments have been very effective in carrying out
commitments they made,” Samore said. Based on an
outside study that assessed those efforts, “80 percent of
the national commitments made in Washington have
already been completed, which is a pretty good batting
average.”

Samore said the United States expects that the Seoul
Security Summit will provide an opportunity for the
nations attending to make further commitments as well as
announce accomplishments. A significant theme at this
summit will be actions that nations are taking to
strengthen cooperation against nuclear smuggling.

“The first line of defense, of course, is try to protect the
material,” Samore said. “But in the event that fails, it’s
important that there be a strong fallback in terms of
cooperation both among agencies within each
government as well as across the board internationally, to
deal with the risk of nuclear materials in the black
market.”

The next Nuclear Security Summit will be held in 2014.

USAID, Islamic Conference to Cooperate on
Humanitarian Aid

19 March 2012

Washington — The United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) and the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) agreed on March 15 to
strengthen cooperation on humanitarian issues and
disaster response. In a ceremony at the White House,
USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah and OIC Secretary-
General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu signed a memorandum of
understanding to mark the partnership milestone.

“USAID is at the global forefront of humanitarian
assistance and response,” said Shah. “Last year alone, we
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dispatched aid in the aftermath of 67 disasters in 54
countries, providing relief to millions, saving countless
lives and building resilience against future emergencies.
But we can't do it alone — our partners include American
businesses, other donor nations and nongovernmental
and international organizations like the OIC, who are
critical in our efforts.”

The new partnership, USAID said, is a reflection of the
need for greater cooperation among organizations that
provide relief as the number of humanitarian emergencies
rise worldwide. The March 15 agreement outlines a
framework for cooperation that includes mutual
consultations and strategic dialogue, exchange of
information, participation in disaster response and
training, operational support and facilitation and
coordination, the agency said.

“Creating partnerships among the international
humanitarian community is integral to the OIC
humanitarian strategy,” said Ihsanoglu. “It is a natural fit
that the OIC and USAID cooperate based on our similar
values in performing humanitarian aid work."

USAID said it shares a deep commitment to humanitarian
principles with OIC and, working together, the two will
provide better, smarter relief to millions of people in
need.

In a blog post on the USAID website, Nancy Lindborg,
USAID assistant administrator for democracy, conflict,
and humanitarian assistance, said, “The OIC is a leader
with the Islamic community of states for implementation
of humanitarian programs and a particularly important
partner for the United States Government in areas of
conflict where access is limited. In the severe drought in
the Horn of Africa, the OIC Humanitarian Alliance was
instrumental in the international effort to get critical
humanitarian assistance to the people of Somalia and
improve conditions in Mogadishu and the surrounding
areas.”

USAID and the OIC, Lindborg said, share a deep
commitment to humanitarian principles, but also
recognize the critical need to help communities build
resilience before disaster strikes. “Working together,
USAID and the OIC will be more effective, reach more
people in need, and have a stronger impact,” she wrote.

“With this formalized partnership,” Lindborg added, “we
enhance our ability to respond to a host of humanitarian
crises — from the Sahel, to Syria, to Yemen. This
partnership will help both organizations provide better,
smarter humanitarian relief, and we look forward to
working together to save lives and improve human
welfare — one of the most important, meaningful
missions in the world.
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The OIC, with administrative headquarters in Jeddah,
Saudi  Arabia, is the world’s second-largest
intergovernmental organization (after the United Nations)
with 57 member states spread over four continents. The
United States provides more humanitarian aid worldwide
than any other nation.

American Political Candidates Need More than Money
to Win

By MacKenzie C. Babb | Staff Writer | 19 March 2012

Washington — Although Americans running for political
office need money, and lots of it, to pay for campaigns,
political expert Sam Garrett says successful fundraising
alone cannot determine a candidate’s outcome at the
polls.

“By no means is money a guarantee to success in an
election,” Garrett said March 16 in remarks on campaign
finance at the Foreign Press Center in Washington.
Garrett is a specialist in American national government
for the Congressional Research Service as well as a
lecturer and fellow with American University’s Center for
Congressional and Presidential Studies in Washington.

“If a candidate just isn’t out there making a connection
with voters, then the candidate isn’t going to be able to
buy his or her way into office,” he said, adding that “no
amount of money” can make up for a flawed candidate.

However, Garrett acknowledged that American
campaigns tend to be fairly expensive — more and more
so with each election cycle. He said that in 2008, President
Obama’s campaign raised about $750 million when he
was the Democratic Party’s presidential nominee. His
opponent, Republican Senator John McCain, raised
between $300 million and $400 million.

Garrett said that in recent elections, the average winning
candidate for U.S. Senate had raised between $7 million
and $8 million, while the average winning candidate for
the House of Representatives had raised between $1
million and $2 million.

“Of course, those figures can vary a lot,” Garrett said.
“Some candidates can win with much less, some
candidates can lose but with spending a lot more.”

He said money has played an increasing role in elections
in recent years as the cost and importance of media
advertising, as opposed to traditional door-to-door
campaigning, have risen. To fund this advertising, as well
as months of campaigning to make themselves and their
views more visible to voters, candidates rely on political
contributions.
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Recent legal rulings have opened new avenues for
political spending by corporations, unions and nonprofit
organizations. Even though many Americans find
objectionable the central role money plays in politics,
others counter that supporting a candidate or an issue of
their choice financially is a form of free speech.

Garrett said the right to free speech, protected in the First
Amendment to the Constitution, does indeed limit the
degree to which political spending can be regulated. But
all candidates are subject to regulations by the Federal
Election Commission (FEC), an independent regulatory
agency created in 1975 to administer such reform efforts
as limiting campaign contributions, facilitating disclosure
of campaign contributions and overseeing public funding
of presidential elections.

PUBLIC CAMPAIGN FUNDING

After registering with each state’s secretary of state to be
placed on the ballot, a candidate’s campaign committee
must disclose to the FEC all contributions received and
expenses disbursed.

To qualify for public funds, a presidential candidate must
raise more than $5,000 in each of 20 states. In addition, the
candidate must agree to spend the public funds only for
campaign-related expenses, limit spending to amounts set
by campaign finance law, keep records, cooperate with
audits and pay any civil penalties that are imposed by the
FEC.

Eligible candidates during the primary season can receive
matching public payments for the first $250 of each
individual contribution they receive. Their total receipt of
public funds cannot exceed half the national spending
limit for the primary campaign. That limit is adjusted
each presidential election year to reflect inflation. The
2012 primary limit is $45.6 million, paid from the
Presidential Election Campaign Fund.

For the 2012 election, individual contributions to a
presidential candidate are limited to $5,000 during the
election cycle — $2,500 for the primary and $2,500 for the
general election. Additionally, the campaigns are required
to identify anyone who contributes more than $200.

A candidate winning the party’s presidential nomination
is eligible to receive a grant to cover all general election
campaign expenses. Also adjusted for inflation, this grant
is $91.2 million in 2012. At this level, a nominee who
accepts the funds must agree not to solicit private
contributions and to limit campaign expenditures to the
amount of public funds received. This public funding is
voluntary: A candidate can forgo it in favor of continuing
to solicit private contributions with the hopes of raising
more money for such activities as television advertising.
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The American electoral system is accustomed to political
action committees (PACs), which are private groups that
can raise up to $5,000 from individuals to support
particular candidates or issues. The 2012 elections are the
first to have so-called “super PACs,” which are allowed to
raise an unlimited amount of money from donors who
can choose to remain anonymous. Although these
organizations are not allowed to donate directly to
individual campaigns or coordinate with candidates or
political parties, the super PACs can use as much money
as they can collect to promote whatever they like and
attack their political opponents.

Garrett said that while many people believe the current
election cycle “has marked drastic changes in the style of
campaigning and fundraising,” it’s still too early to tell
how the most recent round of campaign finance
regulations will affect the election season.

U.S. Giving $12 Million in Aid to Assad’s Victims
By Stephen Kaufman | Staff Writer | 15 March 2012

Washington — Along with joining the Arab League and
others in the international community in pressing Bashar
al-Assad to end the violence in Syria and agree to a
peaceful political transition, the Obama administration is
also providing more than $12 million in humanitarian
relief for the Syrian people.

According to a March 15 State Department fact sheet, the
aid is being directed through the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the World Food
Programme (WFP) and other nongovernmental
organizations.

The fact sheet noted that on March 14, the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization issued a special alert over the
state of food security in Syria, particularly for vulnerable
groups. The WFP estimates that 1.4 million people face
food insecurity due to the ongoing violence.

UNHCR and the ICRC, which are receiving $5.5 million
and $3 million, respectively, in U.S. funds, are “delivering
critical medical services and supplies, food, water,
blankets, hygiene kits and heaters to the Syrian people,”
the fact sheet said.

The U.S. funding “will also provide support for host
families who are sheltering displaced Syrians due to the
ongoing violence and to those who have fled to
neighboring countries,” it added.

The WFP is planning to provide aid to 100,000 Syrians
who have been affected by the now yearlong civil conflict
by providing food rations to “displaced Syrians and host
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families, households that have lost breadwinners or
livelihoods, female-headed households, and
unaccompanied minors,” according to the fact sheet.

Approximately $3 million of the U.S. funding has been
designated for the WFP. The organization has been able to
deliver 16,850 family food rations — sufficient to feed
approximately 84,000 people for one month — to the
Syrian Arab Red Crescent’'s warehouses. The Red
Crescent has, in turn, distributed 7,415 WFP food rations
to beneficiaries over the past month, but several of the
worst-affected areas “remain inaccessible due to
insecurity,” the fact sheet said.

In addition, the Obama administration is working to
boost existing stockpiles of humanitarian supplies and
equipment in the region that can be delivered to
vulnerable and besieged Syrian communities as access
and conditions allow, the fact sheet said.

ONE YEAR SINCE PEACEFUL PROTESTS BEGAN

March 15 marks the one-year anniversary since Syrians
first gathered to protest the arrests of schoolchildren in
the town of Deraa after graffiti criticizing Assad appeared
there.

State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland told
reporters March 15 that the anniversary marks “a
particularly horrific and violent day,” as security forces

responded to those initial protests with brutal force.

“As the peaceful protests have grown, the Assad regime
has become more and more bloody and violent vis-a-vis
its own people, has gone into town after town trying to
suppress the violence with guns rather than sitting and
talking with its own people,” Nuland said. The United
Nations estimates that more than 7,500 Syrians have been
killed over the past year.

The United States and others have responded to the
crackdown by increasing their sanctions against the
Assad regime, with “more and more countries closing the
noose on Syria, refusing to trade, refusing to conduct
normal diplomacy, refusing to allow normal flights and
commerce,” Nuland said, adding that the Obama
administration will “keep up the pressure until the Syrian
people achieve their objective.”

Nuland also said the United States has no reason to
believe that email messages reportedly from Assad and
leaked to the U.K. paper The Guardian earlier March 15
are “anything but authentic,” and she said the messages
“tell an amazing tale” of the Syrian ruler.

“Far from being detached from what his military is doing,
Assad seems to take pride in the viciousness of his own
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security forces. And he seems to make fun of the idea of
actually sitting down and talking with his people,” she
said.

The leak “really illustrates the character of this guy ... and
why he has lost legitimacy not only in the eyes of his
people but in the eyes of the international community,”
Nuland said.

U.S. Agencies Combine Efforts to Fight Human
Trafficking

By Jane Morse | Staff Writer | 15 March 2012

Washington — Efforts to end human trafficking are
getting a big boost, thanks to increased cooperation
among U.S. government agencies.

“Instead of a muddle of agencies claiming or rejecting
different responsibilities,” said Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, “we have in place in the Obama
administration efficient, coordinated anti-trafficking
teams. And they're making investigations more effective
and helping victims.”

Clinton met at the White House March 15 with top
officials from the departments of Justice, Labor, Health
and Human Services, Homeland Security, Defense,
Transportation, and Education as well as several other
agencies for the annual meeting of the President’s
Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons. The task force was authorized by
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 to
coordinate federal efforts to combat human trafficking.

Around the world, some 27 million men, women and
children are enslaved for labor or sexual exploitation,
Clinton said. “We're trying to ensure that resources and
support are available to victims wherever we find them.”

Among the accomplishments reported for the last year:

* Prosecutions of human traffickers increased 30 percent
over the past three years and several criminal networks
that were trafficking women in the United States were
dismantled, according to U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder.

* Improvements were made to the guest worker program
to ensure that workers know their rights, according to
Hilda Solis, secretary of labor.

* Intensified training programs and awareness campaigns
have resulted in a 40 percent increase in calls to the
trafficking hotline operated by the Department of Health
and Human Services, according to Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius. With 16,000 calls in the last year and 800 cases
reported to law enforcement, “people are now aware
there is someplace to go for help,” Sebelius said.
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* The “Blue Campaign” is leading to an ever increasing
number of tips and investigations of traffickers, according
to Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano. The
campaign, which was designed to help train law
enforcement to better recognize the signs of trafficking, is
now training airline and fire department personnel who
may encounter victims, Napolitano said.

* To insure that the U.S. transportation system is not an
enabler for human trafficking, the Department of
Transportation is operating an awareness campaign
aimed at commercial truck drivers as well as personnel
working at the nation’s railroads, according to John
Porcari, deputy secretary of transportation.

Clinton said the State Department provides grants in
some 37 countries to support programs that assist
trafficking survivors and help governments build capacity
to fight this crime.

“Thanks to our leadership,” Clinton said, “the
international community is getting behind the effort.
Nearly 140 countries now have enacted modern anti-
trafficking laws, and nearly 150 are party to the U.N.
Trafficking in Persons Protocol.”

In a statement released by the White House regarding the
task force meeting, President Obama called human
slavery an “affront to human dignity.”

“The United States is committed to eradicating trafficking
in persons,” the president said, “and we will draw on
tools ranging from law enforcement and victim service
provision, to public awareness building and diplomatic
pressure. Because we know that government efforts are
not enough, we are also increasing our partnerships with
a broad coalition of local communities, faith-based and
non-governmental organizations, schools, and
businesses.”

“I am confident that we will one day end the scourge of
modern slavery,” Obama said, “because I believe in those
committed to this issue: young people, people of faith and
station, Americans who refuse to accept this injustice and
will not rest until it is vanquished.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of International
Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http:/ /iipdigital.usembassy.gov)
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