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President Obama: Iranian Plot a Flagrant Violation of
International Law

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. | Staff Writer

Washington — President Obama says an alleged Iranian
plot to assassinate Saudi Arabian Ambassador to the
United States Adel al-Jubeir and kill Americans in the
United States is “a flagrant violation of U.S. and
international law.”

Obama telephoned al-Jubeir October 11, shortly after U.S.
Attorney General Eric Holder announced news of the plot
and that two men would be charged for their alleged role
in it, the White House said.

“President Obama underscored that the United States
believes this plot to be a flagrant violation of U.S. and
international law, and reiterated our commitment to meet
our responsibilities to ensure the security of diplomats
serving in our country,” the White House said in a
statement. “He also underscored the close partnership
between the United States and Saudi Arabia.”

The president also met with his national security team at
the White House to thank members for disrupting the
plot and for the close coordination between law
enforcement and intelligence agencies, the White House
said.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the United
States will be consulting with its allies around the world
on how best to send “a very strong message that this kind
of action, which violates international norms, must be
ended.” Clinton called the plot a dangerous escalation of
the Iranian government’s long-standing use of political
violence and sponsorship of terrorism.

“This is not just, however, about Iran and the United
States or even just about Saudi Arabia,” Clinton said in a
speech October 12 in Washington. “Targeting an
ambassador violates the [1973] Convention on the
Protection and Punishment of Crimes against
Internationally Protected Persons, which of course
includes diplomats. Iran is a signatory to this
convention.”

Clinton said Iran is also in agreement with U.N. Security
Council resolutions that implemented that convention,
adding that “this kind of reckless act undermines
international norms and the international system.”

She said Iran must be held accountable for its actions, and
the United States has increased sanctions on individuals
within the Iranian government who are associated with
the alleged plot and Iran’s support for terrorism.
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“We will work closely with our international partners to
increase Iran’s isolation and the pressure on its
government,” Clinton said. “And we call upon other
nations to join us in condemning this threat to
international peace and security.”

Holder told reporters October 11 that agents of the FBI
and Drug Enforcement Administration disrupted a plot
involving a naturalized U.S. citizen — Manssor Arbabsiar
— and members of the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps to set up a murder-for-hire scheme to target
Saudi Ambassador al-Jubeir.

“According to the complaint filed today in the Southern
District of New York, Arbabsiar is alleged to have
orchestrated a $1.5 million assassination plot with
Gholam Shakuri, an Iranian-based member of the Qods
Force, and other Iranian co-conspirators,” Holder said.
The Qods Force is a unit of the Iranian Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The Qods Force is also suspected of sponsoring attacks
against coalition forces in Iraq, and was designated by the
U.S. Treasury Department in 2007 for providing material
support to the Taliban in Afghanistan and other terrorist
organizations, Holder said.

Arbabsiar and Shakuri are charged with conspiracy to
murder a foreign official, conspiracy to use a weapon of
mass destruction and conspiracy to commit an act of
international terrorism, among other charges. Holder said
Arbabsiar has been in federal custody since September 29,
while Shakuri — who is based in Iran — remains at large.

According to the federal complaint, Arbabsiar met in May
with a confidential informant of the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Mexico to set up
the alleged assassination plot. A series of meetings
followed to set up a plan in which elements of the Iranian
government would pay the DEA informant $1.5 million to
murder the Saudi ambassador in Washington, preferably
at a local restaurant where Americans would likely be
killed.

“The complaint also states that in the days since
[Arbabsiar’s] arrest, he has confessed to his participation
in the alleged plot as well as provided other valuable
information about elements of the Iranian government’s
role in it” Holder said. Holder told reporters this
investigation and arrest were carried out with close
cooperation from the Mexican government.

Vice President Biden said in an interview October 12 on
ABC Television’s Good Morning America that the United
States will make certain “the entire world and all the
capitals of the world understand exactly what the Iranians
had in mind. It's an outrage that violates one of the
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fundamental premises upon which nations deal with one
another, and that is the sanctity and safety of their
diplomats.”

“They have to be held accountable, and we're in the
process of uniting world public opinion toward
continuing to isolate and condemn their behavior,” Biden
said.

TREASURY SANCTIONS

The U.S. Treasury Department announced October 11 that
sanctions would be imposed against five individuals,
including four senior Qods Force officers connected to the
alleged plot. The sanctions would also be imposed on the
individual responsible for arranging the assassination
plot, Treasury said.

Treasury designated Arbabsiar, a naturalized U.S. citizen
holding both Iranian and U.S. passports; Qods Force
Commander Qasem Soleimani; Hamed Abdollahi, a
senior Qods Force official who helped to coordinate
aspects of the alleged plot and oversaw other Qods Force
officials directly responsible for coordination and
planning of the operation; Abdul Reza Shahlai, a Qods
Force official who coordinated the operation; and Ali
Gholam Shakuri, a Qods Force official and deputy to
Shahlai, who allegedly met with Arbabsiar on several
occasions to discuss the assassination plot and other
planned attacks.

The Treasury Department also designated the Iranian
commercial airline Mahan Air for providing
transportation, funds transfers and personnel travel
services to the Qods Force.

Mahan Air’s close coordination with the Qods Force —
secretly ferrying operatives, weapons and funds on its
flights — reveals another facet of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps’s extensive infiltration of
Iran’s commercial sector to facilitate its support for
terrorism, says Treasury Under Secretary for Terrorism
and Financial Intelligence David Cohen.

“Iran once again has used the Qods Force and the
international financial system to pursue an act of
international terrorism, this time aimed against a Saudi
diplomat,” Cohen said. “The financial transactions at the
heart of this plot lay bare the risk that banks and other
institutions face in doing business with Iran.”

Persian-Language Spokesman Seeks to Build U.S.-
Iranian Ties

By Stephen Kaufman | Staff Writer

Washington — Fluent in Persian and with an in-depth
knowledge of Iranian culture and society, Alan Eyre has
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become the new public face of the United States to many
Iranians and Persian speakers who are able to watch news
outlets like the Voice of America’s Persian Service and
BBC Persian, or log on to USAdarFarsi’s social
networking sites.

Eyre became the State Department’s first-ever Persian-
language spokesperson in April. He says the post was
created as part of the increased “scope and tempo” of U.S.
government efforts to communicate with the Iranian
people, along with President Obama’s annual Nowruz
greetings and people-to-people exchanges, including
improved visa options for visiting Iranian students.

Both Iranians and Americans would benefit from “a
vastly strengthened connection between the Iranian
people and the Iranian government, and between the
Iranian people and the rest of the world,” Eyre told a
group of Iranian Americans in Washington October 3.

Iran and the United States share an interest in having an
Iranian citizenry “that is informed, connected to each
other and to the rest of the world, and empowered
relative to its own government,” a government that
should be responsive and accountable to the Iranian
people, he said.

But Eyre said that although Iranian officials including
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad have “full and
unfettered access” to U.S. media outlets and opportunities
to convey their views directly to the American people, the
Iranian government does not allow U.S. government
officials uncensored access to Iran’s state-controlled
media outlets to explain U.S. positions.

“We will keep knocking on that door until it opens,” he
said.

In the meantime, Eyre and the State Department are
taking advantage of social media technology to engage
directly with their Iranian audience, and “believe me, we
pay attention to what we hear from them,” he said.

For example, every month he answers questions posed by
Iranians in a 5-7 minute video on USAdarFarsi’s YouTube
channel called “Ask Alan,” which he said gets an average
of 4,000 views per month.

“There seems to be an audience for such a spokesman
position,” Eyre said.

With a touch of self-deprecating humor, he told Iranian
Americans, “To the extent my statements as Persian-
language spokesman have any interest for Iranians, I
suspect it is only in part the desire to know the U.SS.
government’s position on any given issue. In part I fear it
is the amusement value of seeing what a hash I make of
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the otherwise rich and beautiful Persian language.”

But Eyre adeptly adorned his remarks with quotes from
classical Persian poets such as Hafiz and Saadi, the
scholar and man of letters Malek o-Sho’ara Bahar, and
even makes a reference to the popular comic film
character Samad.

In an April 16 interview with Rooz, a Persian- and
English-language independent website, Eyre said he had
first been attracted to the Persian language from an
interest in Sufism and Sufi poetry while he was in college.

“I quickly fell in love with the Persian language, literature
and culture and have kept up my studies since then,” he
said.

He said he has considered himself an “Iran doost” (friend
of Iran) for almost 30 years, even though he has never
been able to visit the country.

“I very much look forward to the day when I can travel to
Iran and see all its wonders firsthand,” Eyre told Rooz.

“There are strong bonds of friendship and respect
between the American and Iranian people, and over the
years I've derived nothing but pleasure from my dealings
with Iranians,” he said.

U.S. Military Veterans Honored Each November

Washington — November 11 is Veterans Day in the
United States, and parades, ceremonies and tributes to
veterans and their families are planned throughout the
country to honor those who have served, and are
currently serving, in the U.S. military.

“In an unbroken line of valor stretching across more than
two centuries, our veterans have charged into harm’s
way, sometimes making the ultimate sacrifice, to protect
the freedoms that have blessed America,” said President
Obama on Veterans Day 2010.

This year, as always, the memorial amphitheater built
around the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National
Cemetery, just outside Washington, remains the focal
point for national Veterans Day ceremonies. The
traditions are firmly established: A combined color guard
representing all military services executes “present arms”
at the tomb, the president lays a wreath, and a bugler
plays “Taps,” the haunting bugle call used at U.S. military
funerals.

In 1958, two unidentified American war dead, one from
World War II and one from the Korean War, were buried
in Arlington National Cemetery alongside the Unknown
Soldier from World War 1. In 1984, an unknown
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serviceman from the Vietnam War was placed beside
them. They symbolize all Americans who gave their lives
in all wars. (The remains of the Vietham Unknown were
exhumed in 1998; he was identified through DNA testing
and reinterred in another cemetery. Since then, that crypt
has remained vacant.)

ARMISTICE DAY BECOMES VETERANS DAY

The earlier, more narrowly focused Armistice Day
commemorated the end of fighting in World War I under
the armistice implemented at 11 a.m. on November 11,
1918 — the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the first
Armistice Day a year later.

In 1938, Congress designated Armistice Day a legal
holiday, dedicated to the cause of world peace. But
Wilson’s hope that World War I would be the “war to end
war” collapsed with the outbreak of new fighting in
Europe. The United States entered World War II in 1941.

Seeking to pay tribute to the 16 million Americans who
fought in World War II (including 407,000 who died) and
others who served the nation in any of its wars, Congress
and President Dwight Eisenhower in 1954 redesignated
the November 11 holiday “Veterans Day.” “Let us
reconsecrate ourselves to the task of promoting an
enduring peace so that their efforts shall not have been in
vain,” Eisenhower wrote in his first Veterans Day
proclamation.

In 2004, aging but proud veterans attended the dedication
of the National World War II Memorial on Washington’s
National Mall, between the Lincoln Memorial and the
Washington =~ Monument. The Korean War is
commemorated with a memorial nearby, comprising 19
statues representing a squad on patrol. More than 54,000
U.S. soldiers died in the three-year conflict.

Dedicated in 1982, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial —
also on the National Mall, near the Lincoln Memorial —
features two polished black granite walls inscribed with
the names of more than 58,000 U.S. service members
killed or unaccounted for in the Vietnam War. (See “Maya
Ying Lin,” a profile of the designer of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.)

In 1993, the Vietham Women’'s Memorial was dedicated.
It is located a few yards from the main Vietnam Veterans
Memorial and depicts three women, including one who is
caring for a soldier. Nearly 2.6 million men and 7,500
women served in Vietnam; more than 83 percent of the
women were nurses.

As of 2010, there were 22.4 million veterans in the United
States, according to the Census Bureau.
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U.S. Helps African Women Multiply Their Business
Success

By Jeff Baron | Staff Writer

Washington — After years of building their own
businesses, about 40 African women are taking on a
mission to help others do the same.

The women are this year’s participants in the African
Women’s Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP), a project of
the US. State Department. For three weeks, they have
been traveling through the United States studying
businesses, meeting with trade and finance experts from
government and the private sector, and discussing
prospects and problems for business in Africa. Many said
that what they have learned will help them improve their
own businesses but that their focus is on helping other
would-be entrepreneurs in their countries.

“These three weeks have been a three-years master’s
program,” said Nadir Tati Nuhrmann, a fashion designer
in Angola. Nuhrmann said the most valuable lessons
came from U.S. women who talked about how their
companies work, the approach they take to business, “and
how you can be a real leader.”

The African women’s mission, Nuhrmann said, is to
apply those lessons back home. “Being a leader, and being
a woman in the society, you learn very fast that when you
educate a man, you educate one single person,” she said.
“When you educate a woman, you educate a society. You
educate a country.”

Fatou Niang of Senegal said she expects her new
understanding of the U.S. business culture to help her
seafood-processing company to expand exports; under
the African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), many
sub-Saharan African nations have tariff-free trading with
the United States and help in developing their economies.

The women’s training will have broader effects, too, she
said. “The program has made us much more confident,”
Niang said. “It makes us to push the information, to be a
network, to find a mentor, and to give a hand to
enterprises smaller than us.”

The women involved in the program came from 36
countries, and their experience has them committed to
strengthen trade ties within the region.

Some women said they can put their new knowledge to
work quickly and directly. Zohra Baraka, whose company
produces handcrafted home décor in Kenya, hopes to
turn a new contact into a new contract with a U.S. retailer.
Ottielie Haufiku of Namibia said she saw packaging
machinery at a beef plant in Orlando, Florida, that would
be useful for her peanut butter factory. And Assitan Keita
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said her discussions with a tomato-sauce-making
company in Kansas City, Missouri, will pay off for
women who grow tomatoes in her area in Mali.

Alice Nartey, who manages a hotel, retail businesses and
restaurants, said she will return to northern Ghana and
try to replicate the work of U.S. business incubators,
which help entrepreneurs with expertise and financing.
The challenge of finding financing was a frequent theme
in AWEP discussions. “The first time we tried with our
bankers, it wasn’t very easy. We had to stop along the line
chasing it. We never tried it again,” Nartey said.

Businesswomen in Africa already are getting help from
AWEP’s alumni.

Sylvia Banda is one: Since attending the program last
year, she has organized an AWEP group in her native
Zambia, gained the patronage of Zambia's first lady and
begun organizing a business incubator. She said an
AWEP chapter has opened in Namibia, with one more
each being planned for Zimbabwe, Botswana, Ghana,
Ethiopia, Mali and Tanzania.

Banda said she understands that some AWEP participants
must remain focused on their own businesses. “For those
in higher positions, they should try to train others, the
way we have done in Zambia,” she said. “I did not just
keep that information to myself. What I did, I started
having workshops with others, and right now I've got
more than 500 members behind me.”

Banda returned to the United States to talk with this
year’s group and push the idea of AWEP as a network
throughout sub-Saharan Africa. She described her
progress in Zambia: The Zambian government has agreed
to supply office space and a trade house where samples of
entrepreneurs’ products will be available and where they
can reach a larger market together. For example, Banda
said, if a buyer wanted to place a large order for honey,
the AWEP chapter would contact members who could
take on parts of the job.

“Any order that will come, we will be able to execute it,”
she said.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International
Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http:/ /iipdigital.usembassy.gov)




