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President Obama’s Message on Occasion of Eid al-Fitr 

 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
August 30, 2011 
 
Statement by the President on the Occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr 
 
Michelle and I would like to send Eid greetings to Muslim 
communities in the United States and around the world.  
Ramadan has been a time for families and communities to 
share the happiness of coming together in intense 
devotion, reflection, and service.  Millions all over the 
world have been inspired to honor their faith by reaching 
out to those less fortunate.  This year, many have 
observed the month while courageously persevering in 
their efforts to secure basic necessities and fundamental 
freedoms.  The United States will continue to stand with 
them and for the dignity and rights of all people, whether 
a hungry child in the Horn of Africa or a young person 
demanding freedom in the Middle East and North Africa. 
 
As Ramadan comes to an end, we send our best wishes 
for a blessed holiday to Muslim communities around the 
world. Eid Mubarak.   
 

President Obama on Election of Yoshihiko Noda as 

Japan’s Prime Minister 

 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
August 30, 2011 
 
Statement by the President on the Election of Yoshihiko 
Noda 
 
I offer my personal congratulations to Yoshihiko Noda on 
his election as Japan’s next prime minister. The United 
States will work with him and the Japanese people on 
initiatives that benefit our two countries, the region, and 
the world.  For the last half-century the U.S.-Japan 
Alliance has served as the linchpin of peace and security 
in the Asia Pacific region and, together, we can ensure 
that the next half-century enjoys the same stability and 
prosperity.  The relationship between the United States 
and Japan is based on common interests and common 
values, and I look forward to working with Prime 
Minister Noda to tackle the broad range of economic and 
security issues that require our attention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement on P-5 Meeting in Geneva 

 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesperson 
August 30, 2011 
 
STATEMENT BY VICTORIA NULAND, 
SPOKESPERSON 
 
P-5 Meeting in Geneva 
 
Following up on their commitment made during the July 
Paris Conference, the P-5 met in Geneva on August 30 to 
take stock of developments regarding the Conference on 
Disarmament (CD). They discussed how to achieve at the 
earliest possible date in the CD their shared goal of a 
treaty banning the production of fissile material for 
nuclear weapons purposes. They expressed their 
determination to this end. In that context, they look 
forward to meeting again, with other relevant parties, 
during the United Nations General Assembly First 
Committee. 
 

Treasury Imposes Sanctions on More Syrian Officials 

 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
Press Center 
Treasury Targets Additional Syrian Government Officials 
for Sanctions 
August 30, 2011 
 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of the Treasury 
today announced the designations of three senior officials 
of the Government of Syria — Syria’s Foreign and 
Expatriates Minister Walid Al-Moallem, Syria’s 
Presidential Political and Media Advisor Bouthaina 
Shaaban and Syria’s Ambassador to Lebanon Ali Abdul 
Karim Ali – pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 13573. 
 
―Building on our sanctions targeting the entire 
Government of Syria, we are bringing additional pressure 
to bear today directly on three senior Asad regime 
officials who are principal defenders of the regime’s 
activities,‖ said Under Secretary for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence David S. Cohen. 
 
Walid Al-Moallem was appointed Foreign and 
Expatriates Minister in February 2006 and Bouthaina 
Shaaban has served as Syria’s Presidential Political and 
Media Advisor since July 2008. As Syria’s primary link to 
Lebanon, Ali Abdul Karim Ali has served as the Syrian 
Ambassador to Lebanon since May 2009 and has 
maintained close ties to Syrian intelligence throughout his 
diplomatic career. 
 
Signed by President Obama on May 18, 2011, E.O. 13573 
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targets senior officials of the Government of Syria.  On 
August 18, 2011, the President signed E.O. 13582, 
imposing additional sanctions — the strongest to date — 
against the Government of Syria and its instrumentalities, 
including its Central Bank and its energy sector. As a 
result of today’s action, U.S. persons are generally 
prohibited from engaging in transactions with any of the 
designees and any assets they may have subject to U.S. 
jurisdiction are frozen. 
 
Identifying Information: 
 
Individual:       Al-Moallem, Walid 
AKA:              MUALLEM, WALID 
AKA:              AL-MOUALEM, WALID 
AKA:              AL-MUALEM, WALID 
AKA:              AL-MUALLEM, WALID 
AKA:              MUHI EDDINE MOALLEM, WALID 
AKA:              MOALLEM, WALID 
AKA:              AL-MOUALLEM, WALID 
DOB:              1941 
POB:              Damascus, Syria 
 
 
Individual:       Shaaban, Bouthaina 
AKA:              Shaaban, Buthaina 
DOB:              1953 
POB:              Homs, Syria 
 
 
Individual:       Ali Abdul Karim Ali 
AKA:              Ali Abdul Karim 
AKA:              Ali Abd-al-Karim 
 
AKA:              Ali Abd-al-Karim Ali 
AKA:              Ali Abdel Karim Ali 
AKA:              Ali Abdulkarim Ali 
AKA:              Ali Abdulkarim 
DOB:              1953 
POB:              Latakia Governorate, Syria 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International 
Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web 
site: http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


