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Haiti Disaster Relief Is Top U.S. Priority Right Now, 

President Obama Says 

By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — The first wave of American search-and-
rescue teams, disaster relief experts, military forces and 
supplies are at work in Haiti, beginning what President 
Obama says will be a massive U.S. relief effort in response 
to the January 12 earthquake, which caused losses that he 
called ―nothing less than devastating.‖ 
 
―None of this will seem quick enough if you have a loved 
one who’s trapped, if you’re sleeping on the streets, if you 
can’t feed your children. But it’s important that 
everybody in Haiti understand, at this very moment, one 
of the largest relief efforts in our recent history is moving 
towards Haiti,‖ the president told reporters at the White 
House January 14. 
 
Obama said he told his national security team that Haiti 
―must be a top priority for their departments and agencies 
right now.‖ The moment calls for American leadership, he 
said, and ―responding to a disaster of this magnitude will 
require every element of our national capacity — our 
diplomacy and development assistance, the power of our 
military and, most importantly, the compassion of our 
country.‖ 
 
He announced an immediate $100 million investment in 
U.S. relief efforts that will provide additional lifesaving 
equipment, food, water and medicine. ―This investment 
will grow over the coming year, as we embark on the 
long-term recovery from this unimaginable tragedy,‖ he 
said. The president also repeated his call for Americans to 
contribute to the relief effort. 
 
In the 24 hours since President Obama’s January 13 call 
for ―a swift, coordinated and aggressive effort to save 
lives,‖ U.S. rescue and relief workers have arrived and 
begun their efforts to save lives. Disaster experts worked 
overnight to assess the damage from the 7.0 magnitude 
quake, identified priority areas, and shared their review 
with other U.S. and international personnel. The president 
reported that U.S. military forces have secured Haiti’s 
airport, which had sustained damage and lost its control 
tower, hampering the arrival of international support. 
 
The airport is now prepared ―to receive the heavy 
equipment and resources that are on the way and to 
receive them around the clock, 24 hours a day,‖ Obama 
said, adding that the United States is airlifting priority 
items such as water and medicine. 
 
―More American search-and-rescue teams are coming, 
more food, more water, doctors, nurses, paramedics — 

more of the people, equipment and capabilities that can 
make the difference between life and death,‖ he said. 
 
But at the same time, Obama said, many roads remain 
impassable, communications are only beginning to come 
online, and Haiti’s main port is badly damaged. 
 
The president offered condolences to the United Nations 
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), whose 
headquarters were badly damaged in the quake, and said 
the United Nations had experienced ―one of the greatest 
losses in its history.‖ At the same time, he praised the 
work of its 7,000 peacekeepers, most of whom are from 
Brazil, and noted their continued ―outstanding 
peacekeeping efforts‖ even after sustaining their own 
losses. 
 
―We have no doubt that we can carry on the work that 
was done by so many of the U.N. effort that have been 
lost, and we see that their legacy is Haiti’s hope for the 
future,‖ he said. 
 
Addressing the ―strong and resilient‖ Haitian people, 
President Obama acknowledged their years of suffering 
even before the earthquake, when ―daily life itself was 
often a bitter struggle.‖ 
 
―You will not be forsaken. You will not be forgotten,‖ he 
told them. ―You have endured a history of slavery and 
struggle, of natural disaster and recovery. And through it 
all, your spirit has been unbroken and your faith has been 
unwavering. So today you must know that help is 
arriving. Much, much more help is on the way.‖ 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, who cut her 
visit to the East Asia–Pacific region short in order to 
return to Washington to help lead the U.S. response to the 
earthquake, described the disaster as ―devastating on 
every level‖ in a January 14 interview with ABC’s Good 
Morning America television show. 
 
The United States will work with Haiti’s government, the 
United Nations and its partners in providing disaster 
relief, ―and as we get through this crisis, we’re going to 
do everything we can to help Haiti rebuild,‖ she said. 
 
The secretary said she has a long personal history with 
the country, having made her first visit to Haiti in 1975. 
Before the earthquake, the Obama administration had 
undertaken ―a full government effort‖ to help the Haitian 
people. ―We were making a lot of progress,‖ she said. 
―Businesses were returning to Haiti; we had a great plan 
from the Haitian government, who is our partner.‖ 
 
In the aftermath, the need is going to be very large. 
―Thankfully, the people of Haiti are a resilient people,‖ 
she said. 
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Clinton’s husband, former President Bill Clinton, is now 
the United Nations special envoy to Haiti. He spoke with 
CNN January 13 and said the Haitian government is 
calling for more rescue and medical assistance as well as 
heavy equipment. 
 
―We need more helicopters because some of the roads are 
closed and we need to get … the earth-moving equipment 
that the Haitians have in play and … from the Dominican 
Republic and elsewhere to clear out the big debris and 
free up as many roads as possible,‖ Special Envoy Clinton 
said. 
 
He said there was currently no way to know how many 
have died so far. The current emphasis must be on 
―saving as many lives as possible, trying to preserve with 
some dignity those who have died so they can be 
identified by their loved ones and properly buried, and 
then trying to help those who’ve been injured.‖ 
 

Air Bridge Opened at Port-au-Prince Airport for 

Relief Efforts 

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — An air bridge into Haiti was opened by a 
U.S. Air Force ground control team that worked around 
the clock to restore electric power and the control tower at 
the airport in Port-au-Prince as relief supplies, military 
troops and aid workers began pouring into the country 
from around the world. 
 
As fast as an Air Force team from the 1st Special 
Operations Wing established a working control tower for 
continuous flight operations and nighttime use of 
runways on January 14, heavy-lift military cargo jets from 
the United States and other nations began landing, 
unloading relief supplies as military ground crews 
maneuvered forklifts piled high with pallets of goods — 
generators, vehicles, fuel, communications equipment, 
food, fresh water, medical equipment and supplies, and 
shelters. 
 
President Obama announced January 14 in Washington 
that the United States is fully committed to providing 
assistance to the earthquake-stricken Caribbean nation of 
about 9 million. The assistance, though, cannot flow fast 
enough — Haitian Red Cross officials have already 
estimated tens of thousands of fatalities, though it could 
be days before an accurate accounting of casualties can be 
made. The Red Cross believes that as many as 3 million 
people on the island have been directly affected by the 
magnitude 7.0 earthquake that struck on January 12. 
 
―I've directed my administration to launch a swift, 
coordinated and aggressive effort to save lives and 

support the recovery in Haiti,‖ Obama said at the White 
House. ―The losses that have been suffered in Haiti are 
nothing less than devastating. And responding to a 
disaster of this magnitude will require every element of 
our national capacity — our diplomacy and development 
assistance, the power of our military and, most 
importantly, the compassion of our country.‖ 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, scheduled to 
visit three Asia-Pacific nations, cut short her 10-day 
diplomatic mission to return to Washington overnight 
from Honolulu, Hawaii, to join the president and his 
national security team at the White House. 
 
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 
announced January 14 that it was sending 14,550 tons of 
food aid to Haiti in multiple shipments. The aid includes 
7,000 tons of rice, 4,550 tons of corn-soy blend and 3,000 
tons of vegetable oil, which are coming from 
prepositioned stocks in the United States. The food aid, 
which is designed to feed 1.2 million people for two 
weeks, will be distributed by the U.N. World Food 
Programme and through private voluntary organizations. 
 
―Food aid will be critical in the coming weeks,‖ USAID 
Administrator Rajiv Shah said. ―By acting quickly now, 
we can help those most affected by this disaster in their 
time of need.‖ 
 
At a special State Department briefing January 14, Shah 
said that the recently reopened international airport is the 
primary way to get people, technical capacity and 
equipment into Port-au-Prince. 
 
―The [U.S.] Southern Command [SOUTHCOM] is 
operating the airport, together with the Haitian 
government, and is running it around the clock so that 
we’re maximizing our ability to get planes in there, to 
unload them and to move them forward,‖ he said. ―We 
are also looking at a range of other strategies for making 
sure that we get things from the airport out into town fast, 
get the teams deployed as quickly as possible.‖ 
 
MILITARY SUPPORT 
 
SOUTHCOM announced January 14 that the Navy’s USS 
Carl Vinson aircraft carrier group would arrive late in the 
afternoon off Port-au-Prince and is bringing 19 
helicopters, which will be critical in ferrying relief 
supplies to areas that cannot be reached over damaged 
roads. In addition, a brigade of about 3,500 troops from 
the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, has begun arriving in Haiti to provide support 
and security. 
 
Another Navy task force that is being sent to Haiti will 
bring 2,200 U.S. Marines to also provide support and 
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security as needed, SOUTHCOM said. 
 
The Pentagon also said the USNS Comfort, a Navy 
hospital ship berthed in Baltimore, Maryland, has recalled 
its crew and is preparing to sail to Haiti, though that 
could take a week or more. Both the Carl Vinson and 
supporting military ships also bring considerable medical 
capabilities, SOUTHCOM officials said. 
 

Unrestricted, Secure Internet Access Critical, United 

States Says 

By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — The Obama administration is continuing 
its efforts to promote universal and uncensored access to 
the Internet around the world, viewing it as a critical 
element to modern economies and societies, the State 
Department’s Alec Ross said January 14. 
 
Ross, who serves as senior adviser for innovation to 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, told reporters 
in New York that Clinton has been ―very engaged in 
helping to ensure that there is universal access to an 
uncensored Internet.‖ The secretary is scheduled to give a 
speech on the topic January 21. 
 
Ross argued that access to 21st-century communication 
tools is a ―net good‖ around the world. ―The way in 
which information flows in the 21st century is 
increasingly over our global communications networks 
and our digital networks,‖ he said. 
 
Ross’ remarks come after the U.S.-based Google 
Corporation said January 12 that it would stop adhering 
to Chinese government censorship rules and was 
considering pulling out of the Chinese market altogether. 
Google also cited a ―highly sophisticated and targeted 
attack‖ by Chinese hackers, who primarily sought to 
break into the e-mail accounts of Chinese human rights 
activists. 
 
―The ability to operate with confidence in cyberspace is 
critical to any modern economy and society,‖ Ross said. 
―The United States has frequently made clear to the 
Chinese our views on the importance of unrestricted 
Internet use as well as cybersecurity, and we look to the 
Chinese government for an explanation.‖ 
 
In a January 12 statement, Secretary Clinton said Google’s 
allegations ―raise very serious concerns and questions.‖ 
 
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Nancy 
Pelosi commended Google’s decision to end its Chinese-
language censorship. 
 

―The announcement that Google will fully review its 
business operations in China and will no longer tolerate 
censorship of its search engine should serve as an 
example to businesses and governments,‖ Pelosi said 
January 13. 
 
―The Chinese government operates one of the most 
sophisticated operations in the world to control the 
Internet … [and] it is essential that technology companies 
not assist in efforts that violate human rights or prohibit 
the free exchange of ideas,‖ she added. 
 
In his December 10, 2009, remarks to the U.S.-China 
Internet Industry Forum, Under Secretary of State for 
Economic, Energy and Agricultural Affairs Robert 
Hormats said China has the world’s largest population of 
Internet users and can boast ―an exceptional platform to 
support the researchers, engineers, product designers and 
business leaders of the future.‖ 
 
Unrestricted access to information ―is vital to the types of 
innovation that spark economic growth,‖ Hormats said. 
 
―The Internet offers us an unparalleled ability to acquire 
knowledge if we allow unrestricted access to it,‖ he said. 
Echoing President Obama’s November 16, 2009, Shanghai 
town hall remarks, he added that ―freely flowing 
information allows people to think for themselves and 
generate new ideas. It also encourages creativity.‖ 
 
The Obama administration is aware that the Internet 
comes with potential downsides, such as its use to spread 
pornography and facilitate the ability of terrorist groups 
to organize. ―We look forward to working with China and 
the private sector, both here and abroad, to mitigate these 
risks while maximizing the free flow of information,‖ 
Hormats said. 
 
The United States believes that ―certain core principles,‖ 
such as the freedom of expression as outlined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, apply to 
everyone around the world. Along with speaking out for 
those principles, ―we believe that commerce should be 
open and that information should generally be freely 
accessible,‖ the under secretary said. 
 
(Preceding items distributed by the Bureau of 
International Information Programs, U.S. Department of 
State. Web site: http://america.gov)  

 


