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President Obama Announces Enhanced Airline 

Security Measures 

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — The United States is strengthening airline 
security measures and taking other corrective actions in 
the aftermath of a thwarted terrorist attack on a Detroit-
bound flight on Christmas Day, President Obama 
announced at the White House January 7. 
 
Obama outlined four areas that two top-level reviews 
have indicated need correcting to prevent a similar 
incident from happening. However, part of the problem, 
the president said, is that the U.S. intelligence community 
had sufficient information about the alleged terrorist and 
the possibility of an attack, but because of lapses and 
miscues, authorities did not intercept him before he 
boarded a flight to the United States from Europe. 
 
“We must do better in keeping dangerous people off 
airplanes while still facilitating air travel,” Obama said. 
“I’m ordering an immediate effort to strengthen the 
criteria used to add individuals to our terrorist watch 
lists, especially the no-fly list.” 
 
Obama said he is directing the U.S. intelligence 
community to immediately assign personnel to 
investigate all leads on high-priority threats and to 
implement wider and more rapid distribution of 
intelligence reports, especially those involving potential 
threats, and a strengthening of the analysis process to 
support the other measures. Because much of the 
recommendations involve highly classified intelligence 
operations, full details will not be made public. 
 
“Taken together, these reforms will improve the 
intelligence community’s ability to collect, share, 
integrate, analyze and act on intelligence swiftly and 
effectively,” Obama said. “They will help our intelligence 
community do its job even better and protect American 
lives.” 
 
“There is no foolproof solution,” Obama said. “As we 
develop new screening technologies and procedures, our 
adversaries will seek new ways to evade them, as was 
shown by the Christmas attack.” 
 
The White House also released a declassified report on 
the incident that explains how a man with a bomb hidden 
in his clothes was able to elude intensified airport 
screening measures. The man was already on a U.S. watch 
list, but it was not enough to prevent him from boarding a 
flight in Amsterdam, U.S. officials have said. 
 
A federal indictment issued in Michigan January 6 alleges 

that 23-year-old Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab of Nigeria 
attempted to detonate a make-shift bomb on a Northwest 
Airlines flight from Amsterdam to Detroit on December 
25, 2009. Abdulmutallab was arrested by federal agents 
after the airplane with 289 passengers and crew aboard 
landed safely at Detroit Metropolitan Airport. 
 
CHARGES ANNOUNCED 
 
In the six-count federal indictment, a grand jury charged 
Abdulmutallab with attempted murder on an airplane, 
attempted use of a weapon of mass destruction, willful 
attempt to destroy or wreck an airplane, willfully placing 
a destructive device on an airplane, use of a destructive 
device during and related to a crime of violence, and 
possession of a destructive device in the commission of a 
crime of violence, the U.S. Justice Department said. 
 
“The charges that Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab faces 
could imprison him for life,” Attorney General Eric 
Holder said. “This investigation is fast-paced, global and 
ongoing, and it has already yielded valuable intelligence 
that we will follow wherever it leads. Anyone we find 
responsible for this alleged attack will be brought to 
justice using every tool, military or judicial, available to 
our government.” 
 
Abdulmutallab is charged in the indictment with 
attempting to destroy Northwest Airlines Flight 253 as it 
was landing at the Detroit airport. The indictment said a 
bomb was concealed in Abdulmutallab’s clothing and 
was designed to allow him to detonate it at a time of his 
choosing. The bomb failed to detonate after 
Abdulmutallab allegedly tried to ignite it. 
 
“Shortly prior to landing at Detroit Metropolitan Airport, 
Abdulmutallab [attempted to detonate] the bomb, causing 
a fire on board Flight 253,” the indictment said. He was 
subdued and restrained by the passengers and crew, it 
said, and taken into custody by federal agents once the 
plane landed. 
 
The federal indictment said the bomb components 
included pentaerythritol, also known as PETN, which is a 
high explosive, and triacetone triperoxide, also known as 
TATP, another high explosive, and related ingredients. 
 
The prosecution of the case against Abdulmutallab will be 
handled by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern 
District of Michigan, with assistance from the 
Counterterrorism Section of the Justice Department’s 
National Security Division. 
 
 
 
 
 



American News and Views January 8, 2010 

 

 
- 2 - 

Support for Ministry of Women’s Legal Affairs in 

Afghanistan 

U.S. provides over $150 million on programs for Afghan 
women and children 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
January 7, 2010 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
Afghanistan Ministry of Women’s Affairs Legal Rights 
Department Receives Long-Term Support through Justice 
Sector Support Program 
 
On Wednesday, January 6, 2010 Coordinating Director for 
Development and Economic Affairs Ambassador E. 
Anthony Wayne presented $40,000 worth of office 
equipment and furnishings to Acting Minister of 
Women’s Affairs Hussan Ban Ghazanfar, Deputy Minister 
Sayeda Mezghan Mustafawi and Director of the Legal 
Rights Department Fowzia Amini for the Afghan Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs (MOWA). 
 
In addition to the equipment donation, Ambassador 
Wayne announced the assignment of an Afghan Legal 
Consultant with the Department of State’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement/Narcotics 
Affairs Section (INL/NAS) Justice Sector Support 
Program who will work in the Legal Rights Department 
as an advisor. The Legal Consultant will assist daily with 
active casework, interviewing victims and mentoring 
attorneys. 
 
INL/NAS purchased the equipment and furnishings for 
the Legal Rights Department based on an assessment 
conducted in June 2009 by its Justice Sector Support 
Program (JSSP). The $40,000 worth of equipment donated 
ranges from paper, binders, and file cabinets to 
computers, digital cameras, a copy machine, and desks. 
The equipment and furnishings will enable the Legal 
Rights Department to perform its mandate of securing 
and expanding the legal rights of women and ensuring 
the rule of law in their lives. 
 
The United States is committed to its partnership with the 
Ministry and its Legal Rights Department, which 
provides legal assistance to the 15 million women in 
Afghanistan and their families, and is the first stop for 
nearly all Afghans seeking any kind of legal assistance 
from the ministry. Welcoming the assistance, Acting 
Minister Ghazanfar said, the support for the Legal Rights 
Department comes at a “critical moment” for women’s 
issues in Afghanistan. 
 
Over the past two years, the United States has provided 
over $150 million on programs for Afghan women and 

children as part of its deep commitment to improving the 
lives of Afghan women and their families. 
 

Scientists Call for Regional Cooperation to Combat 

Climate Change 

By Ron Corben 
VOA News 
 
Climate scientists say regional governments need to 
include disaster management in their policies for coping 
with climate change. Governments are asking the 
scientific community to better advise them on reducing 
disaster risks. 
 
The Asian Disaster Preparedness Center and the U.N. 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change are drawing 
together scientists in Asia to both assess the risk of 
extreme weather and find ways to reduce the damage it 
can cause. 
 
Scientists and officials from 10 countries have been 
meeting this week in Bangkok, as part of the lead up to a 
special report on managing extreme weather events. As 
the global climate warms, it is expected to contribute to 
weather disasters, such as floods, stronger tropical storms 
and severe droughts. 
 
Anand Patwardhan of the Indian Institute of Technology, 
one of the authors of the report, says it is essential for 
policy makers to link climate change and disaster 
management planning.  
 
“It has become very clear in the IPCC that unless we are 
able to build these linkages, unless we are able to 
mainstream or integrate climate change concerns into 
ongoing disaster risk reduction, disaster management 
practices that adaptation agenda will not be advanced,” 
Anand said. 
 
Anand says governments now understand the risk of a 
warming climate. Most climate scientists think emissions 
of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, are 
contributing to climate change.  
 
“If one looks at what governments are expecting from the 
IPCC, they’re telling us that you have made the case for 
action as scientists, now tell us what we should do and 
how we should do it whether it is in regard to mitigation 
or is it in regard to adaption,” Anand said. 
 
But Anand says this has proven a challenge for the 
scientific community because it must draw in people able 
to implement policies that go beyond science — such as 
finance, engineering and community structures. 
 
Some governments, such as Vietnam, now encourage 
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different ministries to cooperate on the different problems 
caused by rising sea levels. But scientists at the meeting 
this week say other Asian countries lag far behind. 
 
The IPCC has warned that several cities across Asia, 
including Dhaka, Bangkok and Manila, are at risk to 
rising sea levels and severe storms. In Bangkok, for 
instance, there are warnings that up to 1 million people 
could be affected by serious flooding by 2050 unless steps 
are taken to reduce the problem. 
 
(Preceding items distributed by the Bureau of 
International Information Programs, U.S. Department of 
State. Web site: http://america.gov)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


