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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SPOTLIGHT: DEMOCRACY PROMOTION 

1. “Is Democracy a Dirty Word?” Tara Mckelvey. The American Prospect, 

December 2009, 3 pages. 

The author, a research fellow at New York University School of Law's Center on Law 

and Security, discusses on the Obama administration's approach to democracy 

promotion, focusing on whether democracy promotion should be featured in U.S. 

foreign policy and if the United States should help establish democracies in other 

countries.  

 

2. “Politics or the Economy? Domestic Correlates of Dispute Involvement in 

Developed Democracies” Philip Arena and Glenn Palmer. International Studies 

Quarterly, December 2009, 21 pages. 

The authors examine the effect of economic circumstances on the international 

behavior of democracies, focusing on three sources of constraints on democratic 

leaders: the willingness of constituencies to support the use of force internationally; 

the macroeconomic preferences of their party’s constituency; and an interaction of 

those preferences with the state of the economy. 

U.S. POLITICS 

3. “ENERGY Tea” Jeffrey Bell. National Review, December 7, 2009, 6 pages. 
The author, a visiting fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, 
discusses the unexpected timing and influence of the continuing movements 
opposing the policies of U.S. President Barack Obama.  They began early last year 
with the Tea Party series against Obama's economic stimulus and government 
spending.  Will the movements lead to a defeat of President Obama’s reelection bid 
in 2012?  The author notes a few similarities between the current movements and 
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the ones during the time of former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, which cost him 
reelection in 1981. 

4. “Measuring Changes in American Party Reputations, 1939-2004” 
Jeremy C. Pope and Jonathan Woon. Political Research Quarterly, December 
2009, 9 pages. 
The authors measure temporal change in the two major parties’ relative reputations 
across several distinct policy areas.  How strong are the parties’ relative 
reputations?  How have these aspects of the parties’ reputations changed over time?  
In this article, the authors address these questions by presenting and analyzing new 
measures of the parties’ relative reputations by issue and over time. 

5. “  The Global Middle Class is Here: Now What? ”Jennifer Wheary   World 
Policy Journal, vol. 26, no. 4, Winter 2009/2010,  8 pages.  

The author notes that a growing middle class does not guarantee a move to 
democracy, the elimination of corruption or enactment of property-ownership laws, 
but is an indication that change is afoot.  She notes that the downside of a growing 
middle class is growing material consumption, resulting in more pollution and 
carbon emissions.  The major challenge is to inculcate in this emerging class the 
virtues of sustainability, while ensuring that the goods and services they want to 
obtain are environmentally sound.   

GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS 

6. "The Impact of the Financial Crisis on Emerging Asia" Morris Goldstein and 
Daniel Xie. Working Paper 09-11, October 2009, 47 pages. 
The authors analyze how the global financial crisis has impacted Asia, and identify 
key characteristics that have made Asian economies more or less vulnerable to a 
transmission of crises from the advanced economies. 

7. "The World Needs Further Monetary Ease, Not an Early Exit" Joseph E. 
Gagnon. Policy Brief 09-22, December 2009, 18 pages. 
The author, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics, 
discusses the need for additional monetary stimulus, and specifies actions in the near 
term that would help set the world into a solid recovery with stable prices and a 
return to economic growth path by the end of 2011. 

8. “Capitalism After the Crisis” Luigi Zingales. National Affairs, Fall 2009, 14 
pages. 
The author, the Robert C. McCormack Professor of Entrepreneurship and Finance at 
the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business, discusses the economic crisis 
that endangers America’s unique brand of capitalism and examines the future of 
American capitalism. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 

9. "Rebalancing Growth in Asia" Eswar Prasad. Finance & Development, 
December 2009, 4 pages. 
The author, the Tolani Senior Professor of Trade Policy at Cornell University, 
discusses how emerging Asian markets can improve their economic welfare and 
rebalance economic growth in the region.  He focuses on growth patterns in the 
major Asian emerging markets - China, India, Indonesia, Korea, and Thailand. 
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10. “Misleading Indicator” Megan McArdle. The Atlantic Monthly, November 
2009, 3 pages. 
The author, a business and economics editor for The Atlantic, discusses the need for 
a better measure of national welfare than the economic indicator known as the gross 
domestic product (GDP), as the GDP was never meant to be the measure of well-
being, He  offers three ways to build a well-being index. 

U.S. POLICY TOWARD ASIA 

11. "The United States in the New Asia" Evan A. Feigenbaum and Robert A. 

Manning. Council on Foreign Relations Special Report No. 50, November 2009, 

53 pages. 

The authors examine Asia’s regional architecture and its implication for the United 

States, and identify shortcomings in the region’s existing multilateral landscape.  Six 

principles for U.S. policy toward Asia as a whole, and particularly policies toward 

Northeast and Southeast Asia are outlined. 

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 

12. “Obama's Year One” 
Robert Kagan, et al. World Affairs, Winter 2010, 22 pages. 
In this article, three authors -- Robert Kagan, a senior associate at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, Charles Lane, an editorial writer for the 
Washington Post, and Ed Pilkington, a New York bureau chief of the Guardian -- 
evaluate the Obama administration after a year in the office, and offer different 
views on Obama’s handling of foreign policy. 

13. "Power Shuffle: Will the Coming Transition Be Peaceful?" 
Erik Gartzke. Current History, November 2009, 7 pages. 
The author, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of California, 
discusses management of changes in international politics as the United States loses 
its sole hegemony, focusing on why uncertainty and lack of information increases the 
chances of war under such conditions. 

14. “American Grand Strategy from the Cold War’s End to 9/11” 
Jeremi Suri. Orbis, Fall 2009, 17 pages. 
After the end of the Cold War, American policymakers sought to create a new grand 
strategy for the United States, but they failed in this endeavor.  Why?  The author, 
the E. Gordon Fox Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
examines the efforts at strategy formulation in the administrations of George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton, and analyzes their shortcomings. 

15. “Transformative Choices: Leaders and the Origins of Intervention 
Strategy” 
Elizabeth N. Saunders. International Security, Fall 2009, 43 pages. 
When and why do great powers seek to transform foreign institutions and societies 
through military interventions?  The author, Assistant Professor of Political Science 
and International Affairs at George Washington University, examines political leaders’ 
roles in influencing the choice of intervention strategy, especially the degree to which 
such interventions interfere in the domestic institutions of the target state. 
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16. “Revitalizing Public Diplomacy” 
Journal of International Security Affairs, No. 17, Fall 2009, 49 pages. 
Six essays in this issue address the subject of public diplomacy.  In “No Substitute 
for Substance,” Robert Reilly, former VOA director, looks at how America interacts 
with the Muslim world and the importance of new ideas and content.   J. Michael 
Waller, professor of international communication, Institute of World Politics, writes in 
“Getting Serious About Strategic Influence” that the State Department needs to 
move beyond what he considers its past legacy of failure into strategic 
communication.   

GLOBAL RESOURCES CRISIS 

17. "Facing Down the Hydro-Crisis" 
Peter H. Gleick. World Policy Journal, Winter 2009/10, 7 pages. 
The world of water is changing -- not just how much water is available, or who 
controls it, but the whole way we think about and manage this precious commodity.  
The author, co-founder and president of the Pacific Institute in Oakland, California, 
discusses a fundamental re-evaluation of water planning, policy, and management, 
focusing on a new approach to a global water crisis calls a Soft Path for Water. 

18. "The Post-Scarcity World of 2050-2075" 
Stephen Aguilar-Millan, et al. The Futurist, January/February 2010, 7 pages. 
The world between 2010 and 2050 is likely to be characterized by scarcities: a 
scarcity of credit, a scarcity of food, a scarcity of energy, a scarcity of water, and a 
scarcity of mineral resources.   The authors explore what the world may look like 
between 2050 and 2075, and what will come after decades of scarcity. 

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING 

19. “Asia's Wildlife Trade” 
Bryan Christy. National Geographic, January 2010, 17 pages. 
According to the author, the insatiable demand for traditional medicines, exotic pets, 
and culinary delicacies is driving some species to extinction while fueling a 
multibillion-dollar industry.  The author discusses Asia's wildlife trade, the 
environmental and economic impact of animal trafficking, and the role of zoos in 
smuggling, including the movement of endangered species. 

MEDIA AND JOURNALISM 

20. “Revolution in a Box” 
Charles Kenny. Foreign Policy, November/December 2009, 7 pages. 
The rapid proliferation of television sets, along with digital and satellite channels 
around the globe, has made television a powerful force for shrinking the emotional 
distance between peoples within and between countries.  The author examines the 
growth of global television access, and its impact on social change and governance. 

21. “Is the Foreign News Bureau Part of the Past?” 
Diana Russo. Global Journalist, Fall 2009, 8 pages. 
Despite increasing globalization of the economy and issues such as global warming 
and international terrorism, news outlets continue to shutter foreign bureaus and 
slash foreign coverage at an alarming rate.  The author, a journalism professor at 
Clarke College, Iowa, discusses the challenge foreign correspondents are now facing: 
cutbacks, and how to cope with that. 
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LIBRARY IN A DIGITAL WORLD 

22. “The Hive Mind” 
Jessamyn West. Computers in Libraries, November/December 2009, 2 pages. 
What should you do when you get an error message on your computer?  The author, 
a community technology librarian in Randolph, Vermont, discusses the ways to 
receive help for error messages online, citing the difficulties some people have when 
it comes to getting technical support, as well as the challenges some face when it 
comes to researching the help pages on the official site responsible for the product or 
error message. 

23. “When Books Are Your Friends” 
Daniel Chudnov. Computers in Libraries, November/December 2009, 3 pages. 
The author, Information Technology Specialist of the Office of Strategic Initiatives at 
the Library of Congress, discusses how to improve the process of digitizing libraries, 
citing the need to keep updated on processes and the difficulties involved, especially 
when it comes to tracking real-time changes and improvements. 

24. “Our Evanescent Culture and the Awesome Duty of Librarians” 
Richard Heinberg. Energy Bulletin, October 7, 2009, 8 pages. 
How secure is our civilization’s accumulated knowledge in the digital world?  The 
author discusses the problem of digitizing modern heritage and cultural preservation 
amid the ascendancy of electronic media, and offers his opinion on what librarians 
can do to tackle the challenge. 

25. “Beyond Books and Bullets”   
George J. Fowler,   American Libraries, vol. 40, no. 12, December 2009, 4 Pages.   
The author, a librarian at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, recounts his 
experience in learning new leadership skills during a deployment in Iraq with the 
Arkansas Army National Guard in 2007-2008.  He writes that, while librarianship and 
leading 31 soldiers through a year-long deployment may seem to have nothing in 
common, he “considers them both service professions,” even if the means they use 
to serve the public differ greatly.  He writes the responsibilities of librarianship and 
military service, along with most professions, can be summarized in the seven Army 
Values taught to all soldiers: Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Service, Honor, 
Integrity, and Personal Courage (LDRSHIP). 

EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY 

26. "Twitter Lessons in 140 Characters or Less" 
Kathleen Kennedy Manzo. Education Week, October 21, 2009, 5 pages. 
The author, an associate editor for Education Week, discusses how or whether 
Twitter-like technologies could or should be used in schools, citing some examples of 
their use. 

27. “Google Mapping Your Community” 
Bob Coulter. Connect Magazine, September/October 2009, 2 pages. 
The author, Director of the Missouri Botanical Garden’s Litzsinger Road Ecology 
Center, discusses the role of technology in education, and how students can develop 
skills in critical analysis as well as use online tools such as Google Maps to offer 
tactful feedback. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRENDS 
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28. “The Cosmopolitan Tongue: The Universality of English” 
John McWhorter. World Affairs, Fall 2009, 8 pages. 
Would it be inherently evil if there were not 6,000 spoken languages but one?  The 
author, a linguistic and lecturer in the Department of English and Comparative 
Literature at Columbia University, discusses spoken language, the growing 
universality of the English tongue, and the fear that English domination will cause 
the extinction of other spoken languages. 

AMERICAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY 
29. “Decline of the Honor Culture” 

James Bowman. Policy Review, August/September 2009, 13 pages. 

The author, a resident scholar at the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, 

uses examples from various forms of American media to reference a culture of honor 

that has declined within the United States due to the prevalence of social mobility. 
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