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Ambassador Derek Mitchell travels to Myitkyina, Kachin State, October 24-26 

 
Yangon – Ambassador Derek Mitchell visited Myitkyina, Kachin State on October 24-26.  
This was Ambassador Mitchell’s second visit to Myitkyina as ambassador; his first visit was 
in December 2012.  Ambassador Mitchell met with government, military, civil society, and 
religious leaders to increase the U.S. government’s understanding of the rich history and 
culture of Kachin State, discuss the state’s current political and humanitarian situation, and 
exchange views on U.S. policy. 
 
The October 10 agreement between the Union Government and Kachin Independence 
Organization was an encouraging development in building trust between the two sides.  
Actions consistent with the letter and spirit of the agreement, including mutual restraint and 
continued close communication, will be critical in coming weeks to demonstrate sincerity, 
begin to overcome mutual mistrust, and create conditions for lasting peace.  We urge all sides 
to avoid any actions that threaten or otherwise put at risk the lives and well-being of the 
people of Kachin State, particularly vulnerable populations in villages and IDP camps.  The 
United States will continue to take a keen interest in the affairs of Kachin State during this 
critical juncture in the peace process.     
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