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For Release, July 26,2013

DANGEROUS BEAUTY EXHIBITION (08.08.-09.09.2013) GATHERS IN VARNA THE FEMALE ARTISTIC ELITE
FROM THE U.S. AND EUROPE
The most successful East-European gallerist in New York Stephan Stoyanov shows the feminism as it is today

The collaborative project of the Stephan Stoyanov Gallery, New York and the Graffit Gallery, Varna aims to
promote the international exchange of art and cultural products in the light of the partnership between artists
from four continents. It includes an exhibition curated by Stephan Stoyanov featuring Aideen Barry (Ireland),
Heather Bennett (USA), Bahar Behbahani (Iran-USA), Tamara Dean (Australia), Trine Lise Nedreaas
(Norway), Shannon Plumb (USA), Renata Poljak (Croatia), Maria-Magdalena Campons Pons (Cuba-USA)
and Neil Leonard (USA). It will be complemented by a seminar in contemporary art as a way of thinking,
attended by experienced art professionals Mrs. Rachel Weingeist (USA) and Mr. Branko Francesci (Croatia). The
following discussion will give an environment to share well-established practices applicable in the problem
areas of art, the ways of realization and participation of contemporary artists on the local and international art
market.

Program

08.08. (Thursday) | 06.30 p.m.

Vernissage

Performance by Maria-Magdalena Campons Pons and Neil Leonard

10.08. (Saturday) | 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Seminar in Contemporary Art

Lectors

Rachel Weingeist — curator, Rubin Museum of Art, New York

ranko Francesci — curator of the National Pavilion of Croatia, 55" Venice Biennale

Project Concept
"...who shall measure the heat and violence of a poet’s heart when caught and tangled in a woman’s body?" -
Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own

Dangerous Beauty is, unfortunately, still a rare exhibition, comprised almost solely of women artists (save the
collaborative contribution of Neil Leonard). The international group, Aideen Barry, Bahar Behbahani, Shannon
Plumb, Renata Poljak, Trine Lise Nedreaas, Tamara Dean, Maria Magdalena Compos-Pons, Aideen Barry and
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Heather Bennett, speak to us in fits and starts of a path, though previously cut by forbears, that remains raveled
and dense. Employing self-parody, dark humor, pathos, sex, these artists create an onerous beauty, one which
asks us to delve into their lush, yet thorn riddled thicket and discover the difficulties in finding an exit. Beauty is a
conduit, at first recognized as lovely folly, only to take us by the hand into darker realms.

In video, photo and sculpture, the artists in this exhibition con and seduce, buck and fight, whisper and sing to
us of the specific and ever more convoluted bonds that still need breaking. They are calm and collected,
however, gracefully, poetically, shedding these bonds while not allowing their struggle be glossed over. They
work with their past firmly in possession, gratefully taking feminism’s progress and updating its language.

Caging and trapping are frequent metaphors in these works and expose the limits, complications and
implications of inhabiting a woman’s body in contemporary society. That hoary glass ceiling is still up there.
These artists grasp control of societal assumptions, composing redefinition on their own terms and score the
glass. Yet this strength does not eject the feminine in these works. While striving to be, they still glory at being
women. Dangerous Beauty seeks to reconcile the irreconcilable, rejecting black and white, either/or
presumption and celebrating the grey that allows us all to live in full color.

The curator Stephan Stoyanov dedicates this exhibition to his mother who first revealed to him heroism in a
woman’s life.

www.graffitgallery.com
www.stephanstoyanov.com
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