


Being a Youth Ambassador...

... is a unique experience, it means learning a new culture, ex-
changing experiences not only with Americans but with young 
people from all over Brazil during the program in the United 
States. It is an opportunity to practice English and to fulfill a 
very important mission - to introduce a little bit of Brazil to the 
U.S.A. 

“We are building a net-
work of young men and 
women who are proud 
of their nationality, proud 
of their cultural heritage, 
proud of their ethnic and 
racial backgrounds, but 

who also recognize that they live in a larger 
world – that they live in a world whose peace 
and prosperity depends on their ability to 
connect with other people, understand other 
people, and to build common interests and to 
express and share common values.  You are all 
part of a brand new kind of diplomacy..”

Thomas Shannon
Embaixador dos EUA no Brasil

“I hope that this is a start 
of an even better relation-
ship between Brazil and 
the United States and that 
all of you will be part of 
our continuing outreach. 
So I want it just not to be 

between our governments – and our leaders 
– but between our people”

Hillary R. Clinton
U.S. Secretary of State
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YA 2005

“One of the most striking 

features of a Youth Ambas-

sador is their sense of social 

responsibility, born of a deep 

conviction that their work 

is needed to build a better 

world.”

Deborah Rufino dos Santos,  Rio de Janeiro, RJ - YA 2005

Youth Ambassadors 2011 in front of the Capitol in Washington, D.C.
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... young people in pursuit of academic and professional 
success, who make a difference in their communities through 
their leadership and volunteer work, who are dedicated to 
speaking English. Their example serves as a model for other 
young people. Since 2002, the program has benefited some 
250 young Brazilians.
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Youth Ambassadors are...

'’To be a Youth Ambassador is to be a seed of hope 

because we are builders of a better world. We,  young 

people, are innovative and we are aware that if we 

expect something of the world, the world expects 

something of us, too.'’

Laíze Lantyer, Salvador, BA - YA 2004

“Those selected have a bright future ahead of them, full of volunteering, unshakeable friendships, unique opportunities, and the desire for more people to ben-efit from their personal achievements and minds that are open to a world we are building and improving!”
Simon do Vale Nascimento, Catalão, GO - YA 2005

The participants of the Youth Ambassadors Program from 2003 to 2011.
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The Program...
... is a three-week exchange in the United States for outstanding 
Brazilian public school students. The program gives these 
young people the opportunity to expand their horizons and 
at the same time strengthen the ties of friendship, respect and 
collaboration between Brazil and the United States.
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“This trip gave me the energy, the will and the 

impetus to study more and more... I want to 

devote even more time to volunteer activi-

ties to encourage children and young people 

to have a better view of the world and to do 

whatever it takes to improve.”

William Bosich de Souza, Juiz de Fora, MG -  YA 2005

“I performed my role as a Youth Ambassador 

by not only trying to learn as much as possible 

about the Americans, but also in passing on 

information to them about our culture, espe-

cially in trying, in a small way, to strengthen 

the friendship and cultural ties between the 

United States and Brazil.”

Marcela Araújo, Recife, PE - YA 2003

Youth Ambassadors 2010 in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C.
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... in January. In the first week the students visit the U.S. capital, 
Washington, D.C., taking part in meetings with government 
officials, visiting schools and social projects. The young 
Brazilians strengthen their leadership skills through workshops 
and lectures.

The journey begins...
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Youth Ambassadors are welcomed by U.S. government officials, such as Laura Bush (2008), Colin 
Powell (2003), Condoleezza Rice (2006), Hillary Clinton (2011) and Richard Armitage (2004).
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...the Youth Ambassadors then travel to host states, where they 
stay with volunteer families – in a unique opportunity to learn the 
culture and practice English. They attend classes at local schools, 
take part in volunteer activities, give presentations about Brazil, 
and interact with the community. Simply, this experience of a 
lifetime!

Interacting and exchanging ideas...

“To be a Youth Ambassador is to under-

stand and respect the cultural similari-

ties and differences in and between Bra-

zil and the United States.”

Deise Suzumura, Londrina, PR - YA 2005

“Danny and I would just like to tell you that we had an 
amazing experience with this program. We changed, 
we learned and grew in unusual ways with our Brazilian 
visitors.”

Shandy and Danny Perterson, host family in Nebraska

“We learned a lot about the United States and more 

than that: we also learned more about our own culture! 

I loved every minute! I’m sure we have become more 

than friends ... We have become a real family. A family of 

young people who believe there can be a better future! ”

Wilersson Falcão, Manaus, AM - YA 2009

The Youth Ambassadors during their experiences in the host states.
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... through this total immersion in American culture.  While 
visiting another country for the first time, the Youth Ambassadors 
get to know their own country better through being with 
young people from different regions of Brazil. Taking part in 
this experience means making friends forever.

Youth Ambassadors, friends forever...

“We learn the true value of friendship, responsibility, 

competence, respect, and, of course, the value of time. It 

is amazing to note how much we can do in a few minutes 

and how much we can contribute to our country with a few 

seconds of our time. So, let’s not waste time.”

Mayara Felix Silva, Olinda, PE - YA 2005

“Without ever forgetting that, before any experience acquired 

abroad, you are able to absorb in a wonderful way, by living 

together, the diversity of uses and values of our own country.”
Karen Pinheiro Gallo, Franca, SP - YA 2005
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Opening up horizons...
... the Youth Ambassadors Program is just the beginning of a 
successful journey in the life of each participant. More self-
esteem and more desire to achieve drive  the young people 
to seek out new challenges. The opportunities range from 
courses in prestigious universities in Brazil, to short courses 
or full scholarships to prestigious graduate programs in 
American universities, and participation in Brazilian and 
international events.
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Ícaro Nepomuceno Soares,Youth Ambassador in 2010

•	 Partial	PR
OUNI	schola

rship	for	Soc
ial	Commun

ications	and
	Journalism	

at	the	Centro
	Universitári

o	do	Norte	-
	since	Janua

ry	2010

•	 Working	
at	Banco	Bra

desco	(partn
er	of	the	US

	Embassy)	-
	Manaus,	

since	Januar
y	2011.

•	 Participa
tion	in	an	ev

ent	in	Brasíli
a	

with	First	La
dy	Michelle	

Obama,	duri
ng	

an	official	vi
sit	to	Brazil	-

	March	2011

•	 Participa
tion	in	the	w

elcome	rece
ption	for	for

mer	U.S.	Pre
sident	

Bill	Clinton	-
	March,	2011

Bruna Amaral, Youth Ambassador in 2003

•	 Exchang
e	 student	

(high	 scho
ol)	 -	 Düss

eldorf,	 Ge
rmany,	 Se

ptember	

2003	-	July
	2004

•	Electoral	
process	ob

servation	p
rogram	in	

the	U.S.,	W
ashington,

	D.C.	and	

North	Caro
lina,	Octob

er	-	Novem
ber	2008

•	Deutsche
r	Akademi

k	Austausc
h	Dienst	(D

AAD)		Univ
ersity	scho

larship	-	

Essen,	Dec
ember	-	Fe

bruary,	200
9

•	Academi
c	exchange

	at	the	Uni
versity	of	T

übingen,	T
übingen,	G

ermany	

-		March	to
	August	20

09

Abner Eli Bezerra, Youth Ambassador in 2004
•	 Marketing	and	events	at	the	Brazil-America	Association	(ABA)	-	 	 

Recife,	shortly	after	the	program	in	2004

•	 International	Leaders	Program,	U.S.	Department	of	State	(five	weeks)	-	

United	States,	2008•	 Instructor	for	Leadership	Programs	and	
coordinator of training courses in entre-

preneurship and leadership for children 
and	young	people	-	ABA,	Recife,	2008

•	 Degree	in	business	administration	from	UFPE	-	Pernambuco,	2009

•	 Trainee	at	Nestlé	(selected	from	26,000	candidates)	-	Bahia,	São	

Paulo	and	Recife,	2010-2011
•	 One	of	two	candidates	from	Nestlé	Brasil	for	international	trainee	

at	Nestlé’s	plants	in	Europe	-	still	in	the	selection	process.
  desde	dezembro	de	2010

•	 Degree	i
n	journalis

m	from	UF
RGS	-	Rio	G

rande	do	S
ul,	2011

•	 Assistan
t	for	Zero	H

ora	newsp
aper,	onlin

e	–	‘zh.com
’	-	Rio	Gran

de	do	Sul,	

February	2
010	-	Febru

ary	2011

•	Editor	of	
the	blog	an

d	column	‘
Intercamb

iando’	for	Z
ero	Hora	n

ewspaper,
	

since	2010

•	Writer	on
	zh.com	-	R

io	Grande	d
o	Sul,	since

	March	201
1 Simon do Vale Nascimento,Youth Ambassador in 2005

•	 Re
cruitm

ent	a
nd	Ad

missi
ons	C

onsul
tant	a

t	the	
Unive

rsity	

of	Ch
icago

	for	A
frica,

	the	M
iddle

	East,
	Sout

h	Asia
	and	L

atin	

Amer
ica	-	I

llinoi
s,	U.S

.A.	-	s
ince	A

ugust
	2010

•	 Tal
k	on	Y

outh	
Amba

ssado
rs	at	m

eetin
g	of	U

.S.	Em
bassi

es	

in	Eur
ope	-

	Fran
kfurt,

	Germ
any	-

	Octo
ber,	2

005

•	 Full Scholarship to study In-

terna
tiona

l	 Re
lation

s	 at	
the	

Unive
rsity	

of	 Ch
icago

	 -	 Illi
nois,	

U.S.A
.	–	20

06	-	2
010
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capa | perfil

Charles Silva Duarte

Yes, we can
(Sim, nós podemos)

A estudante Raquel 
Helen Silva, que  

já foi a vários países 
representando o Brasil: 

"Michelle Obama é uma 
referência para mim.  

Ela é a cara da mulher  de hoje, que faz um monte  de coisas, valoriza a família  a educação e sabe opinar"

Raquel Helen Silva, Youth Ambassador in 2008
•	 Summer	school	scholarship	at	Cushing	Academy	-	Massachusetts,	U.S.A.,	July	2008
•	 International	Meeting	“Darwin	Now:	International	Youth	Summit”	-	London,	

England,	January	2009

•	 Brazilian	representative	at	the	international	conference	“Women2Women”	-	

Massachusetts,	USA,	August	2010

•	 International	volunteer	meeting	“Global	Changemakers	Youth	Summit”	-	London,	

England,	November	2010

•	 Youth	Representative	at	the	World	Economic	Forum	and	blogger	for	The	Washington	

Post	-	Davos,	Switzerland,	January	2011

•	 Representative	of	Youth	Ambassadors	during	a	meeting	with	First	Lady	Michelle	Obama	-	Brasilia,	Brazil,	March	

2011

•	 Scholarship	for	completion	of	the	undergraduate	course	at	Mount	Holyoke	College,	Massachusetts,	from	

September	2011.

“From the Youth Ambassadors 
Program to participating in the 

cultural event with First Lady 
Michelle Obama, I have experi-

enced countless achievements, 
moments of joy and opportuni-
ties to represent Brazil. Thank 

you for being a part of my 
personal history, of my family 

and friends’ history, and above 
all of my country ’s history.”

Raquel Helen Silva

Raquel talks about her experience when meeting U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama  in Brasília.
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Message from First Lady Michelle Obama... “With big dreams and plenty of hard work, you can be 
anything you want to be. Do not let anyone tell you 
differently. You can build on your time with the Youth 
Ambassadors Program by pushing yourself in school 
and finding new ways to strengthen your community. 
By doing this, you will help not only your community, 
but your country and our world. And this is what we 
need – everyone in every part of the world working as 
hard as they can to be the best they can be.”

Michelle Obama 
Brasília, March 2011

The 2010 Youth Ambassadors meet First Lady Michelle Obama, at the White House (photo: White House)
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Ready to set off on this amazing experience?
What are you waiting for?

“I	did	it!!!	AND	YOU	CAN	TOO!	Sure,	you	might	think	that	cases	
like ours only happen once in a million times, but you have to 
believe. Life offers us these two paths and all you have to do is 
decide which one to follow: are you going to make your mark, 
or not?”

Adilson dos Santos Júnior, Juiz de Fora, MG - YA 2005
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Public school students learn that  
they were selected for the Youth 
Ambassadors Program.
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Who makes this dream possible...Initiative:
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Ambassador Thomas Shannon, surrounded by 
sponsors and supporters of the program during 
the annoucement ceremony of the 2011 partici-

pants of the Young Ambassadors program at 
MSD headquarters, in São Paulo, October 2010.

Academic sponsors:

Institutional support:

Co-sponsors:

“We appreciate the 
support of all of our 
partners as we mark 

the 10th anniversary of 
the Youth Ambassadors 

Program.”
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Taking it to the next level...

Glauber	Mosqueira,	2004	Youth	
Ambassador from Ouro Branco 
–	MG,	during	a	presentation	

on mechanical engineering at 
the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	

Currently	doing	a	Master’s	
degree	in	Robotics	at	the	
Technological Institute of 

Aeronautics	(ITA).

	 Fabiano	Jáco
me,	2003	Yo

uth	Ambassa
dor	from	Ou

ro	Branco	-	M
G,	in	

Jordan	 durin
g	 the	 progra

m	“Semeste
r	 Abroad,”	 of

	 Rocky	Mou
ntain	

College.

	 Mayara	Silva	(at	right),	2005	Youth	Ambassador	from	Olinda	–	PE,	during	
summer	school	at	Cushing	Academy.

	 Fernanda	 Souza,	Youth	 Ambassador	 in	 2007	 from	O
sasco	 -	 SP,	 and	

Ítalo	Lopes,	Youth	Ambassador	in	2008	from	Olinda,
	PE,	during	their	

summer	course	at	the	University	of	California,	Riversi
de.
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... and making the most of the enormous potential of the Youth 
Ambassadors, the U.S. Embassy, together with EducationUSA, 
the Leadership Institute of Rio de Janeiro, and Banco Bradesco, 
has provided partial or full scholarships for short courses and/
or complete undergraduate courses for some of its brightest 
participants at American universities such as Stanford University, 
the University of Pennsylvania, Mount Holyoke College, Rocky 
Mountain College, and Cushing Academy.
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And even more...
... with the growing number of candidates for the Youth Ambassadors 
program year after year, in 2006 the U.S. Embassy created the 
program English Immersion U.S.A., a total immersion course in the 
English language for the runners-up of the Youth Ambassadors 
program, with activities focused on U.S. history, geography, society 
and culture, cooking, sports and leisure activities. The English camp 
lasts one week and is run in five different regions of Brazil.

Public school students in the program activities of English Immersion USA.



And the program 
keeps transcending borders...

Over the years, the program has 
transcended borders, has served 
as a successful model by the U.S. 
Department of State, and is now 
replicated in over 25 countries. 
In addition, with the important 
support of the U.S. Department of 
State, this initiative has become 
a two-way exchange program. 

Young Americans are also getting the opportunity to take part 
in exchange programs abroad. Brazil has already hosted two 
groups of American Youth Ambassadors. The program begins 
with a visit to Brasília, the capital of Brazil. Participants then 
travel to different regions of the country, where they are hosted 
by volunteer families, visit schools, give presentations on the 
United States and take part in volunteer initiatives.

American Youth Ambassadors during their exchange in Brazil.



Visit our sites and join our communities...

/JovensEmbaixadores

/embaixadaeua

/embaixadaeua

/user/audiovisualbrazil

/embaixadaeua-brasil

www.jovensembaixadores.org.br

/EmbaixadadosEUA.BR

www.embaixada-americana.org.br
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