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 The Minister of Youth, Sport, and Culture, Honorable Shaw 

Kgathi 

 Government Officials 

 Colleagues in the Diplomatic Corps 

 Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen 

 

Thank you for joining us for what I think will be a very special night.  

I know we are in for a tremendous performance. 

 

I am very pleased that the United States Embassy has been able to 

bring to Botswana Yewande Austin – an internationally renowned 

musician and motivational speaker.   

 

The world is full of very talented people, but it is the rare few who 

take their talent and use it to give back to those that need 

empowerment and a message of how to build a better future for 

themselves.   

 

I often say, it is in both Botswana’s and the United States’ interests 

that the next generation of leaders in this country are healthy and 

vibrant and able to face the future; that they are well-educated and 
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skilled and imaginative so they have ready the tools necessary to 

solve tomorrow’s problems, and that they are confident and have a 

voice that is respected and responded to so that they can lead others to 

a brighter day. 

 

For the past week, Yewande has conducted several workshops with 

youth and social workers centered on empowerment and leadership, 

and she has touched the lives of hundreds of Batswana youth in these 

face-to-face activities and thousands more through the media.  We 

could not be more pleased to support her efforts. 

 

Tonight, though, it’s less about work and more about a show.  Here 

too however, Yewande will challenge us and enlighten us with her 

words and song about race and culture in Africa and America.   

 

And then to finish the show, we are in for a real treat.  Yewande has 

spent part of every day over the past week working with youth at 

Stepping Stones International.   

 

As most of you know Stepping Stones is program in Mochudi that 

works hard – and successfully – to unlock the potential of orphaned 

and vulnerable youth.   

 

In a wide range of skills and confidence building activities, Stepping 

Stones nurtures the mental, physical and emotional well-being of local 
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youth and creates realizable opportunities for them to become self-

sufficient. 

 

And tonight, some of those youth have the chance to perform with 

Yewande and for you – a treat indeed.   

 

I would also like to note that while we are very pleased to bring 

tonight’s performance to you at no charge, I would like to ask you to 

consider making a donation that will go entirely to support the terrific 

work being done at Stepping Stones International.  Ushers will have 

boxes by the door as you exit following the show.   

 

So, thank you very much, and now, let’s enjoy the show.   

 


