
 

Public Affairs Section March 10, 2011 

U.S. Embassy, Gaborone, Botswana  (#07/11)  

PRESS RELEASE 

U.S. Peace Corps Thanks Volunteers for Service and Celebrates 50th Anniversary  

 

The U.S. Embassy is pleased to announce that it will host a luncheon on March 15 in honor 
of 53 Peace Corps Volunteers who are completing their service in Botswana.  The luncheon 
will also provide an opportunity to commemorate publicly the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the U.S. Peace Corps, which currently works in 77 countries worldwide.   

Like all Peace Corps Volunteers in Botswana, this group of 50 lived in rural settings 
throughout the country, and worked almost exclusively in activities addressing HIV/AIDS.  
They were teachers, youth group organizers, health advisors, entrepreneurial counselors, 
but most of all they were vital parts of their community.   Colleagues and counterparts to 
the Volunteers from their communities and work environments will also attend the 
luncheon.  In addition, officials from the Government Ministries that coordinate the 
Volunteer activities will join the luncheon.  The program will include remarks by U.S. 
Ambassador Stephen Nolan, senior Government officials, and counterparts to the 
Volunteers.  Some Volunteers themselves will also make remarks, using their expert 
Setswana and Ikalanga acquired over the previous two years.   

This group of Volunteers will soon be followed by a newly arrived group of trainees.  The 
total number of Peace Corps Volunteers in Botswana at any time is close to 100.   

The luncheon will also serve as an opportunity to commemorate publicly the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of the U.S. Peace Corps.  In March 1961, President John F. 
Kennedy signed the legislation forming a new government organization dedicated “to use 
our best efforts to help the world’s poor to help themselves.”   

Every Peace Corps Volunteer has three objectives:  to share technical skills; to help the 
local community learn more about Americans; and, during their service and afterwards upon 
return to the U.S., to help Americans learn more about people from other cultures.  
President Obama said recently, “In our increasingly interconnected world, the mission of the 
Peace Corps is more relevant today than ever.  Returned volunteers, enriched by their 
experiences overseas, bring a deeper understanding of other cultures and traditions back to 
their home communities in the United States.”   



The luncheon will take place from 12:30 – 2:30 pm on March 15 at the Cresta Hotel near 
the Fairgrounds Mall.  The press is invited to cover the event.  

For further details, please contact: Public Affairs Officer, John Warner, tel: 3953982 ext 
2468,  Laona Segaetsho, Information Specialist, tel: 395-3982 ext 2419, fax: 390-6129, e-
mail: SegaetshoLJ@state.gov or Angelinah Matenanga, Public Affairs Assistant, tel: 395-
3982 ext 2415, fax: 390-6129, e-mail: MatenangaAB@state.gov. 
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