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It is an honor to join you today, to celebrate the 11th anniversary of the opening of the International Law Enforcement Academy, 

which we all know affectionately as the ILEA.  

It is a particular honor to welcome so many visitors from across Africa to Botswana, or perhaps I should say Welcome Back!, 

because this is not your first trip to this wonderful country. 

I would like to start with a simple word of thanks.  To all the alumni from ILEA programs with us today, I want to thank you, on 

behalf of the United States Government, for the important law enforcement roles you play in your home countries.   

When you arrest a criminal, or protect a victim, or design some method or system that enhances the rule of law in your country, it 

matters to us all.  And that is the very simple objective of the ILEA – to provide law enforcement officials from across Africa the 

tools to make a difference against crime.   

So, alongside our Botswana partners with whom the U.S. is pleased to operate ILEA, it is with real pride that I join you today to 

celebrate the 11th anniversary of the ILEA. 

In today’s world of technology, our countries are no longer isolated.  Criminal activities are global.   

Through continuously improved training and the cooperative efforts and partnerships formed with one another, we can ensure that 

law enforcement professionals have the comprehensive skills necessary to prevent and reduce crime not only in your country, but 

throughout the world.   

For eleven years, the ILEA has provided high level training to more than 6,000 law enforcement officers from the 30 member 

countries represented today.  

Many of you have directly benefited from the training and experience of some of the finest law enforcement trainers anywhere in 

the world, and I would like to recognize and thank the many instructors who have come to ILEA to share their knowledge and 

skills.  Without this group of trained law enforcement professionals, none of this would be possible. 

I know that keeping the peace and protecting your citizens is not a job for the faint of heart.  It takes a special person to shoulder 

the responsibility of protecting others, arresting criminals, and investigating offenses.  It does not matter the uniform you wear, 

because every uniform signifies the dedication of the individual wearing it.  

In the U.S., we are proud of our successes, but we know the challenges continue with the ever-changing criminal endeavors.  

Criminals and terrorists have access to the same technology that we have and they only have to be successful one time to make a 

difference.  It is very important that we constantly update and improve our techniques of fighting crime. 

The ILEA programs have grown and adapted over the past eleven years and some of you have experienced the results of these 

changes in the courses you attended, and we hope to gain further insight from you over the next couple of days to help in the 

ILEA’s continuous improvement.   

I would like to note that we have with us today Senior Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Mathews Maduwane of the Botswana Police 

Service who was in the first ILEA leadership development course back in 2001.  We also have with us Commissioner General 
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Francois Eale Bokongo of the Democratic Republic of Congo who attended the Wildlife Investigations course that finished just 

last month.   

Everyone in this room knows well how crime has changed between that first ILEA course 11 years ago and today – you also know 

that the training and methods we use to combat these crimes have also changed.   

Let me assure you that the ILEA will remain at the forefront of these changes, and lead the way in adapting to give law 

enforcement officials the tools they need today and tomorrow.   

For example, the ILEA has created a virtual training environment, designed to deliver the best training possible to allow law 

enforcement officials to access the latest skills and tools in fighting crime from anywhere in the world.  

The ILEA is now a wireless campus allowing instant access to the worldwide web from any place on the campus.  New classroom 

technology and training equipment has allowed many of you to experience world class training in a way that is second to none on 

the entire continent.   

The ILEA has added new courses each year to address your law enforcement challenges and as you tell us your needs over the 

next two days, even more courses will be added.   

Some of the other major changes that have taken place at the ILEA include a state-of-the-art Post Blast Investigation range, which 

allows for training in bombing investigations and other terrorist tactics. 

As important as any training is the need for ongoing and expanded communication between law enforcement organizations at 

every level.  

Just as our enemies cross over boundaries, so must we.  We must share information with each other across all jurisdictional 

boundaries.  By expanding and improving our intelligence networks, and sharing data more effectively between agencies, it is 

nearly impossible for criminals to hide their identities or their intentions.  Collaboration is the key.  

To assist in this, the ILEA is now on Facebook, and our following is growing.  I encourage you to use this social network platform 

to share and gain information from colleagues all around the world.   

I also encourage you to take advantage this anniversary event to collaborate with your colleagues.  Share your best practices – and 

your most difficult challenges – with others, and learn from each other.   

Put simply, we learn from our successes and we learn from our failures.  When those lessons are shared and the principles carried 

home, you will make it even harder for criminals to commit crimes in your communities. 

Looking out at the group today, I see the shared commitment to making our communities safer and more secure.  Your work 

makes your families and your nations safer.  The truth is, it makes my family and my nation safer as well. 

I am proud that the important partnership between the United States and Botswana that is the ILEA has added to your ability to 

make that safer and more secure country a reality.   

Congratulations and thank you. 

 


