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Press Release 
U.S. Embassy Engaged in Fight Against Gender Based Violence in Botswana 

The U.S. Embassy has intensified its engagement in the fight against gender based violence in 
Botswana.  Partnering with the Government of Botswana and several local and international 
NGOs, the Embassy has taken on a wide range of activities to raise awareness, to provide 
training, and to disseminate information about the prevalence of gender based violence and its 
harmful impact on Botswana’s society and the nation’s prospects for a bright future.   

The empirical data and anecdotal reports indicating the seriousness of the problem in Botswana 
are clear, but we would call particular attention to the report released earlier this year, The 
Gender Based Violence Indicators Study – Botswana, which was conducted by Gender Links 
Botswana and the Ministry of Labour and Home Affairs, Women’s Affairs Department.   

U.S. Ambassador Michelle D. Gavin said, “Botswana is rightly known for its history of peace, in 
a region where many countries have suffered war and political violence.  This is a country 
committed to the rule of law and mindful of the importance of treating all people with dignity 
and respect.  It is a place where the basic human decency of the population is undeniable.  This is 
a story for which all Batswana should be proud.  But there is another story.  Today in Botswana, 
the frequency with which women are beaten and raped, and the frequency with which children 
are brutalized or exploited should shock us – and it should shake us into action.” 

The Embassy is pleased to take the opportunity of joining the activities surrounding the 
upcoming “16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence,” which run from November 25 
to December 10, to demonstrate the importance of this issue and to add value to the work already 
being done by the Government and civil society.   

The Embassy’s activities include: 

- A survey among the entire Embassy staff to gauge our own individual awareness of 
gender based violence and how to address it – and the use of those results to tailor plans 
for a Embassy-wide “Wellness Day” on November 30 to include efforts to raise 
awareness among staff members. 

- Partnerships with Gender Links, Stepping Stones International, and the YWCA to 
conduct a variety of activities including workshops, focus group discussions, and broader 
community dialogues with youth and adults across the country to raise the awareness of 
GBV in Botswana.  The activities also include training of peer educators and broad 
dissemination of the GBV Indicators study. 

- A ground-breaking partnership with the BDF, leveraging that institution’s unique ability 
to address men in Botswana with the message that there is never a place for violence 
against women or children.   



- An extensive social media campaign highlighting the issue of GBV throughout the “16 
Days of Activism.” 

- Participation in the official program of events on November 29 in Good Hope. 

For further details, please contact: Public Affairs Officer, John Warner (395-3982 ext. 2468), 
Laona Segaetsho, Information Specialist (395-3982 ext. 2419, fax: 390-6129, 
SegaetshoLJ@state.gov) or Angelinah Matenanga, Public Affairs Secretary, (395-3982 ext. 
2415, fax: 390-6129, MatenangaAB@state.gov). 


