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Press Release 
U.S. Embassy Sponsors Entrepreneurship Workshops in Gaborone and Francistown 

The U.S. Embassy is pleased to announce a week-long series of events aimed at assisting 
promising entrepreneurs in Botswana.  We will sponsor two workshops, one in Gaborone on July 
24 and the other in Francistown on July 25, to assist entrepreneurs identified as having 
substantial potential for growth.  The workshops will be led by Sharron McPherson, a former 
investment banker and founder of the South African Women’s Enterprise Development Initiative 
(WEDI).  Participants for the workshops were selected by entrepreneurship support organizations 
and local banks.   

The workshops will cover how to scale a business, collaborate with other entrepreneurs, and 
build an enduring network of small business owners.  There will be discussions on marketing, 
access to finance, and business registration.  Ms. McPherson will provide an overview of 
WEDI’s resiliency training program that is an integral part of her organization’s Leadership 
Development Series.  Based in cognitive and behavioral science, it offers enterprise owners and 
managers strength-based, positive tools designed to increase their ability to grow and thrive in 
the face of challenges and bounce back from adversity. 

Ms. McPherson will also meet with government and civil society officials to discuss the 
entrepreneurial environment.  She will join a gathering of young women and their role models, 
as well as take part in a meeting of a group of female entrepreneurs seeking to form a chapter of 
the African Women’s Entrepreneurship Program.  She will also select some promising 
entrepreneurs from the workshop to whom she will provide one-on-one business counseling. 

This series of events is part of the Embassy’s continuing effort to support entrepreneurs in 
Botswana.  This activity follows our successful entrepreneurship training sessions last year with 
Dr. Sharon Freeman.  We have also established a group of Future Business Leaders of Botswana 
to help provide a network for up and coming business people in Botswana and we have sent 
aspiring entrepreneurs on exchange visits to the United States to maximize their potential and to 
help establish business linkages between Batswana and U.S. businesses.   

Biographical Information for Sharron McPherson 
With over 25 years experience as an accomplished investment banker and former Wall Street 
attorney, Ms. McPherson’s focus is in developing and implementing innovative models for 
financing economic growth and development principally in Sub-Saharan Africa.  She has worked 
with some of the world’s leading international businesses, governments and multilaterals as both 
policy and strategic advisor.  Positions held in Sub-Saharan Africa include former CEO of 
Tanaka Investments (South Africa) and former Corporate Finance Manager for Mettle Merchant 
Bank (South Africa).  

Ms. McPherson has a Doctorate’s Degree in Law (Columbia University), an honor’s degree in 
Finance from the University of Toulon (La Garde, France) and a B.A. in Economics (College of 



William & Mary). In August 2011, she concluded post doctoral studies at Singularity University 
(NASA Ames Research Center – Silicon Valley, CA). 

In Africa, Ms. McPherson has served as an advisor to a number of government and state-owned 
entities including the South African Constitutional Court, the South African Reserve Bank, the 
South African Department of Trade and Industry, the Gauteng Department of Economic 
Development, the Department of Minerals & Energy and the Central Bank of Nigeria. 
Multilateral institutional engagements include the World Bank/IFC, the British Commonwealth 
Secretariat and the Development Bank of Southern Africa.  

In the private sector in both the US and Africa, Ms. McPherson has served as advisor and 
enterprise development specialist for leading multinational companies including Citibank, Shell 
Corporation and Coca Cola. She writes and speaks extensively on her global international 
exposure and experience in private equity in emerging world markets. 

Ms. McPherson is a published author and sits on a number of local and international boards, 
including New Faces New Voices, a pan-African initiative that is being spearheaded by Mrs. 
Graça Machel.  

For further details, please contact: Public Affairs Officer, John Warner (395-3982 ext. 2468), 
Laona Segaetsho, Information Specialist (395-3982 ext. 2419, fax: 390-6129, 
SegaetshoLJ@state.gov) or Angelinah Matenanga, Public Affairs Secretary, (395-3982 ext. 
2415, fax: 390-6129, MatenangaAB@state.gov). 
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