
AFS	Documentary	Workshop	at	USC	School	of	Cinematic	Arts	
	
	
Overview	
In	 June	 2016,	 the	 American	 Film	 Showcase	 will	 welcome	 twelve	 emerging	
documentary	 filmmakers	 for	 an	 intensive,	 all	 expenses	 paid,	 10-day	 documentary	
development	workshop	at	the	renowned	University	of	Southern	California	School	of	
Cinematic	 Arts	 (SCA).	 	 Selected	 from	 the	 AFS	 countries	 by	 Posts,	 with	 the	
recommendations	of	local	film	organizations	and	AFS	envoys,	the	workshop	will	be	
designed	by	senior	SCA	faculty	specifically	for	these	young	men	and	women	who	are	
in	the	early	stages	of	their	filmmaking	careers,	and	will	benefit	from	the	filmmaking	
expertise	 and	 state-of-the	 art	 facilities	 available	 at	 SCA.	 	 	 Those	 selected	 will	 be	
required	 to	 share	 what	 they	 have	 learned	 with	 their	 home	 country	 filmmaking	
communities.		
	
The	 AFS	 Documentary	 Workshop	 will	 immerse	 filmmakers	 in	 the	 craft	 of	
documentary	 storytelling	 with	 a	 multi-day	 development	 workshop	 lead	 by	
renowned	 SCA	 faculty.	 	 Arriving	with	 documentary	works-in-progress	 and	 future	
film	ideas,	filmmakers	will	spend	intensive	sessions	developing	the	story	structure	
and	character	development	with	documentary	experts.		Filmmakers	will	learn	how	
to	 pitch	 those	 ideas	 to	 garner	 funding	 and	 make	 the	 most	 of	 international	 film	
festivals	and	markets.	 	 In	addition,	 filmmakers	will	be	 included	 in	 the	Los	Angeles	
Film	 Festival	 and	 attend	 networking	 events	 and	 screenings.	 	 AFS	 partner,	
International	 Documentary	 Association,	 will	 organize	 nightly	 salons	 at	 notable	
American	documentarians’	homes	to	screen	and	discuss	the	host’s	personal	work	in	
an	intimate	space.		
	
Program	Dates	
Arrive	Los	Angeles:	May	31	
Orientation	Day:	June	1	
Program	Days:	June	2	–	June	11		
Depart	Los	Angeles:		June	12	
	
Selection	Process	
US	embassies	and	consulates	 that	have	participated	 in	 the	2012	–	2015	American	
Film	 Showcase	 programs	 are	 eligible	 to	 recommend	 up	 to	 two	 documentary	
filmmakers	 each	 for	 the	 workshop	 (film	 organizations	 and	 AFS	 envoys	 can	 also	
recommend	 to	Posts).	 	 	The	Bureau	of	Educational	 and	Cultural	Affairs	 (ECA)	and	
AFS	will	prepare	an	application	 form,	 rules,	dates	 and	other	essential	 information	
for	the	posts	to	distribute	to	interested	candidates.				
	
Timeline	
Submission	Deadline:	March	14	
Shortlist	Announced:	March	21	
Skype	Interviews:		March	24,	25,	28,	29	
Final	Participant	Decision:	March	30	



	
Filmmaker	Application	Requirements	

• Proficient	English	language	skills		
• Completed	Application	Form		
• 500-Word	Personal	Statement	
• Online	link	to	previously	produced	short	documentary,	photographs	or	

short	narrative	work	
	
After	reviewing	the	submitted	materials,	AFS	and	the	ECA	will	create	a	short	list	of	
20	 applicants	 and	will	 conduct	 Skype	 phone	 conversations	with	 them	 in	 order	 to	
make	the	final	selection	of	nine	participants.			
	
Selection	will	be	based	on	the	quality	of	the	personal	statement,	filmmaking/media	
examples	and	the	virtual	interview.		AFS	and	ECA	will	select	a	group	of	aspiring	men	
and	women	filmmakers	who	best	represent	the	diversity	of	our	AFS	countries	and	
the	program’s	mission	and	objectives.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


