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Police Certificates for Immigrant Visa Cases 

Q: I have not been in trouble with the law.  Do I still need a police certificate for my 
immigrant visa?  

A: Yes.  A police certificate is a statement which advises the consular officer whether any 
criminal convictions are held in your name. You are required to obtain one from the country 
where you were born, where you currently reside, and where you have lived for one year or more 
since you turned 16 years of age.  You can find additional information about police certificates 
on the Department of State’s website.  Police certificates are typically valid for one year. 

Q: If I obtain a police certificate, am I still required to obtain court records?  

A: If you have been arrested, you will be required to obtain the court records including any 
from the United States relating to all of the charges against you, and the report regarding the 
final disposition of your case.  

Court records must be obtained from the court where you were convicted.  If you do not know 
the address of the court in the U.S, the information is available at: www.refdesk.com.  If you 
have a conviction from a country other than the U.S. please visit the State Department Visa 
Reciprocity and Country Documents Finder or contact that country's embassy in the Eastern 
Caribbean for information on how to obtain court records.  

Keep on top of Embassy news on our Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.com/USEmbassyBarbados and by following @USEmbassyBdos on 
Twitter.  
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