
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS SECTION 

TEL: 880-2-885-55-00 

FAX: 880-2-9881677, 9885688 

E-MAIL: DhakaPA@state.gov 

WEBSITE: http://dhaka.usembassy.gov 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

BOOK LAUNCH - LESSONS LEARNED FROM FOREST 

PROTECTED AREA CO-MANAGEMENT 

 

 DHAKA, MAY 31 -- “Protected Area Co-management Where People and Poverty 

Intersect: Lessons from Nishorgo in Bangladesh”, a new book with 28 contributing authors, 

draws lessons learned from efforts to develop co-management as a standard approach for all 

forest Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Parks in Bangladesh.  The Honorable Minister of 

Environment and Forests, Dr. Hasan Mahmud, MP, launched the book today, which 

identifies specific lessons learned from forest co-management activities implemented from 

2003 to 2009 by USAID-funded Nishorgo Support Project and Integrated Protected Area Co-

Management (IPAC) project.   

 The book is part of a larger effort to ensure that current and future forest and wetland 

co-management efforts are informed by proper knowledge management.  The Honorable 

Minister highlighted that participation and co-management are essential to how we manage 

our rural protected areas across the country, noting that it is good to ensure that we are 

learning from the past. 

 Co-management gives a voice and rights to local communities who actively 

participate in the sustainable management of wetlands and forest. Co-management between 

communities and Government has become the official approach for conservation in both 

forests and wetlands.  A variety of Government Orders and policies in recent years have 

given formal approval to co-management.  Across the country, there are now some 150 

wetland and forest sites that are “co-managed” under new policies. 

 The Government of Bangladesh, with support from USAID and other partners, 

supports these “Nishorgo Network” sites, each distinguished by a commitment to co-

management and sustainable use of highly productive public forests and wetlands.   

 The book is available online in full at www.nishorgo.org.   

http://dhaka.usembassy.gov/
http://www.nishorgo.org/


 Many of the 28 authors and 5 editors of the book, along with representatives from the 

Ministry of Environment and Forests, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock, the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), USAID, and media participated in the event.  In 

addition to the attendance of the Honorable Minister Dr. Mahmud and USAID 

representatives, several special guests were present during the ceremony including Mr. 

Ishtiaq Uddin Ahmad, Country Representative, IUCN-Bangladesh; Mr. Md. Yunus Ali, Chief 

Conservator of Forests, Forest Department; Mr. Philip DeCosse, IRG; and Dr. Ram Sharma, 

Acting Chief of Party, IPAC, IRG.       

 USAID representatives stated, “co-management in the natural resource management 

sector has been key to engaging communities with the local entities of the Government of 

Bangladesh.  With this publication, lessons from this conservation effort can be used to 

further sustain co-management while benefiting local communities.” 

 To learn more about the network and its green service offerings, visit 

http://nishorgo.org/ and facebook.com/nishorgonetwork  
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