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PRESS RELEASE

Ambassador Mozena Discusses Economic and Labor Issues with FBCCI Representatives
Dhaka, July 23, 2012 - Ambassador Mozena hosted a meeting on July 23 with representatives of

Bangladesh’s apex business chamber, the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI) and constituent chambers to discuss bilateral economic relations and labor issues in Bangladesh. The
meeting was requested by FBCCI. The Ambassador emphasized the enormous potential for increasing U.S.
trade and investment in Bangladesh but noted elevated concerns in Washington and among international buyers
about labor issues in Bangladesh. FBCCI representatives stressed employers were committed to working to
improve labor standards and determined to counteract negative perceptions of worker rights in Bangladesh. The
Ambassador noted progress that had been made in labor issues but employers need to devote greater attention to
Freedom of Association. He encouraged FBCCI members to examine more closely signing on to a Better Work
program, a joint effort by the International Labor Organization and the International Finance Corporation, to

improve working conditions and develop cooperative worker-employer relations.
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