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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

U.S. AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE FOR WAR CRIMES ISSUES 

ARRIVES IN DHAKA 
  

 

DHAKA, JANUARY 9 -- U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues Stephen J. Rapp 

arrives in Dhaka on Monday, January 10, for a round of meetings with senior Bangladeshi 

government officials, political leaders, civil society groups and the media. 

 Prior to his appointment as the Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues, Ambassador 

Rapp served as Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone beginning in January 2007, 

leading the prosecutions of former Liberian President Charles Taylor and other persons alleged 

to bear the greatest responsibility for the atrocities committed during the civil war in Sierra 

Leone.  During his tenure, his office achieved the first convictions in history for sexual slavery 

and forced marriage as crimes against humanity, as well as convictions for attacks on 

peacekeepers and for the recruitment and use of child soldiers as violations of international 

humanitarian law. 

Appointed by President Obama, Ambassador Rapp was confirmed by the Senate and 

assumed his duties on September 8, 2009.  He is visiting Bangladesh at the invitation of the 

Government of Bangladesh to share his experiences and perspectives on war crimes issues, and 

will depart Dhaka on January 13, 2011. 
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Note:  A Bangla translation of this press release is also available at the American Center.  If you 

are interested in the translation, please call the American Center Press Section, Tel: 8837150-4, 

Fax: 9885688; e-mail: DhakaPA@state.gov; Website: http:// dhaka.usembassy.gov 
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