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 Yasmeen Murshed, Founder and Chair of Scholastica  

 Syeda Madiha Murshed, Managing Director of Scholastica, Co-Founder of World Savvy 

 Laura Klivans, Program Manager for World Savvy  

 Justin Fong, Consultant for SPEED 

 Asalaam a’laikum and good evening! 

 Feel the good vibes in this room … wow … everybody is feeling really good … these 

past four weeks have been great … unforgettable … experiences that no one will ever forget. 

 If everyone is feeling so great, then why am I feeling so miserable? 

 I’ll tell you… see these hands … these belong to me … and do you know what they are 

good for?  Well, for the first two decades of my life, these hands milked cows as I was born and 

raised on an Iowa dairy farm. 

 But when I joined the Foreign Service 31 years ago, these hands took on a new purpose; 

these hands started building bridges … that’s what diplomats do … build bridges … and that is 

exactly what I’ve been trying to do ever since I arrived here in Bangladesh a year ago … build 

bridges between America and Bangladesh. 

 But now I’m worried about my job security … 

 I might get fired … 

 You see … when it comes to building bridges, you are the best bridge builders of all. 

 You, students from America, … 

 You, students from Scholastica, … 

 You, host families, … 
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 You, friends of the participants, … 

 You are the master bridge builders … 

 You are building wondrous bridges … bridges of understanding … bridges of friendship 

… the best bridges of all … bridges between people, between friends … beautiful, powerful 

bridges that will long endure … 

 These bridges are so precious. 

 These bridges … and so many others built by young people like you around the world … 

these bridges connect the world … tie the world together … and this is so important, especially 

in today’s world, where there are forces trying to divide the world and pull us apart. 

 

 You truly are the master bridge builders …  

 I think you can see now why I am worried about my job security! 

 Before I close, I wish to have a word with my new friends from America. 

 You are so very lucky … 

 You have had the good fortune to come to wonderful Bangladesh … 

 … the good fortune to experience the warmth and hospitality of the gracious people of 

Bangladesh … 

 … the good fortune to see the beauty of this spectacular country. 

 I hope you will share your stories and your experiences back home as you continue 

building bridges, building bridges, building bridges between America and Bangladesh. 

 Thank you. 
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