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Record breaking murder count, robbery, violent crimes and news of gang wars saturate the media. 

Pain, anger and fear are apparent everywhere. No one feels safe, scampering inside before dark falls, 

double locking their doors quickly behind them. What is happening to our beautiful Bahama land? Is 

it too late? No, we still have a chance to set the country back on the right path. We can restore peace 

and harmony, but we must have a plan, after all as noted by Winston Churchill “failing to plan is 

planning to fail.’’ This strategy to restore peace and harmony will focus on education, strengthening 

the family and enforcing justice swiftly.  

 

Bullets instead of words, is this really the right way? Persons are killing as a way to resolve conflict 

as opposed to working through their issues. The Bahamas needs to focus on ensuring that all students 

are literate and able to function effectively in any environment. Education enables understanding and 

helps us to find ways of solving problems peacefully through discussion and negotiation rather than 

violence. Albert Einstein states, “peace… can only be achieved through understanding.” While some 

may disagree with the idea of solving problems peacefully, history has proven otherwise. We can 

clearly see powerful examples like Mahatma Gandhi which led to India’s independence and Martin 

Luther King Jr’s quiet revolution which helped African Americans obtain equality.  

 

Replacing anger and hatred with love through the strengthening of our family life is essential. No 

more should we use, single or teenage parenting as an excuse for our eroding family structure. It is 

said that it takes a village to raise a child and that’s exactly what our country needs. It’s time for us 

all to stop talking and start doing. We need community centers and strong national mentorship 



programs supported by the church, government, corporate volunteers and caring neighbors to focus 

on at risk children. Many of these children seek love and attention in all the wrong places such as 

gangs and inappropriate companionship, resulting in them getting involved with crime or sexual 

relations at a young age. If we all do our part we can change this vicious cycle.  

 

We also need to improve our justice system to help achieve peace and harmony. Enforcing the laws 

on our books swiftly is a crucial step because criminals will learn that there are now serious 

consequences for their actions. This should act as a deterrent for crime and decrease the number of 

new and repeat offenders. We should also define on our law books what the “worse of the worse 

crime” is to avoid time being wasted in the judicial system with appeals and also bail being given to 

murderers who often commit more crimes while on bail, causing much grief, fear and anger.  

 

In conclusion a better tomorrow can be achieved with the support of each citizen. We all have to do 

our part if we want to restore peace and harmony and take back our Bahama land 

 

 

 


