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Let me first say that it is an honor to be on today’s panel with such a distinguished 
group of U.S. leaders and experts.  Every member of this panel understands how 
important the Unites States’ relationship with Azerbaijan is, and how strategically 
significant this country’s remarkable transformation has been for the region.   
 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, United States policy has been to promote 
the emergence of market-driven, democratic states.  The logic was simple: new 
clusters of independent, capable nations means we have more partners in the world 
with whom we can solve common problems and constructively address global and 
regional challenges.   
 
This is true of Azerbaijan.  And I want to be clear that our interest is not based on a 
zero sum approach.  What we care about is an Azerbaijan that is independent, 
sovereign and able to make its own decisions about the direction and future of its 
government and people. 
 
During the past 20 years our relationship with Azerbaijan has evolved into a 
strategic partnership supported by three pillars that includes cooperation on 
common security interests; democratic and economic reform; and energy security 
and economic diversification.   The durability and success of this partnership 
depend on progress in each of these areas.  Let me take a few minutes to talk about 
why.   
 
Our common security interests reflect the strategic landscape of the Caspian 
region.  For years, we have worked together to combat terrorism.  We are also 
partners in a common effort to stop the proliferation of nuclear and other weapons 



of mass destruction.  Iran’s role in the region is an issue for both of our countries 
and we share a common objective in seeing that Iran meets its international 
obligations with respect to its nuclear program.    
 
Azerbaijan is also helping us meet global security challenges.  Azerbaijani soldiers 
have stood with U.S. and NATO forces in Kosovo and Iraq, and they now serve in 
Afghanistan.  Azerbaijan is a key transit corridor for air and surface shipments to 
Afghanistan; contributes financial assistance to sustain Afghan National Security 
Forces; and has provided training to Afghan government officials.  These are 
important and constructive contributions to Afghanistan’s future.   
 
In this region, there is no greater security priority than the peaceful resolution of 
the Nagorno Karabakh conflict.  We know that the status quo is unacceptable and 
that the occupation of Azerbaijani territories is the greatest hardship Azerbaijan 
faces today.  More has to be done to move the peace talks forward.  But the Minsk 
Group co-chairs cannot do it on their own.   
 
I believe there needs to be an even more vigorous commitment to the Minsk Group 
process -- in which serious negotiation begins to build trust and to develop a 
framework to restore peace for the peoples of both countries.   Without trust, and 
without preparing people for the compromise necessary for peace, any effort the 
sides undertake will fail.  Any vision of a peaceful future requires the leadership of 
the governments and also, I think just as important, the involvement of civil society 
in each country.     
 
Outside the Minsk Group process, people-to-people outreach – what we commonly 
call track two diplomacy – has a critical role in the resolution of the conflict.  
International and local NGOs working in both countries have made important 
contributions to this work.  The governments need to do more to promote and 
encourage these efforts.   
 
This brings me to why cooperation that promotes democracy and economic growth 
in Azerbaijan is so important.   



 
There is enormous potential in this country.  Realization of that potential, as well 
as the long term stability of Azerbaijan, depend on successful democratic and 
economic reforms.  Azerbaijan needs to continue investing in its future, and by that 
I mean its people, by improving education, access to quality medical care and 
social services, and by continuing to fight corruption.  Women and girls need more 
prominent voices as full participants in society.   Azerbaijan needs a robust civil 
society that government treats as a partner; it also needs independent – and 
responsible – media.  These are the kinds of reform that can bring people closer to 
their government and allow them to participate in a meaningful dialogue about 
their concerns.  And this change is critical. 
 
We want to see Azerbaijan succeed, to bolster its economic success and create 
conditions where democracy can flourish.  The more progress Azerbaijan makes in 
strengthening government institutions, safeguarding the rights of citizens, 
promoting the role of women and creating economic opportunity, the stronger and 
more strategically relevant our partnership will become. 
 
I have already mentioned the enormous security challenges we face together.  A 
stronger partnership will allow us to do more.  We can expand efforts that are just 
now getting underway to protect critical energy infrastructure in the Caspian.  
There are a number of other areas for cooperation as well, including maritime 
security, border security and counterterrorism cooperation.   
 
On energy, Azerbaijan’s importance to European energy security will remain 
strong, helping to guarantee that our European partners are not overly reliant on 
any suppliers.  Azerbaijan is now in the final stages of establishing a southern 
corridor for natural gas.  Next month there will be a decision to select either the 
Trans Adriatic Pipeline or Nabucco West pipeline project to deliver these new gas 
supplies.   The United States is neutral as to the outcome of this selection; our 
overriding interest is that Azerbaijani gas reaches vulnerable markets in Europe 
and that any project selected be scalable to accommodate future gas volumes.   
 



As I said at the beginning of my remarks, I truly admire the achievements 
Azerbaijan has made since regaining its independence.  As Ambassador, I will 
continue to work to see that this relationship grows stronger because the United 
States wants and needs strong partners like Azerbaijan to deal with complex 
challenges around the world. 
 
Thank you   
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