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Marc Sageman is an independent researcher on terrorism and the founder of Sageman Consulting, LLC. He holds 
various academic positions at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Maryland, and national think tanks. 
After graduating from Harvard, he obtained an M.D. and a Ph.D. in sociology from New York University.  In 
1984, he joined the Central Intelligence Agency, working in Afghanistan and India. In 1991, he resigned from the 
agency and completed a residency in psychiatry at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. Since 1994, he has 
been in the private practice of forensic and clinical psychiatry.  After 9/11, he started collecting biographical material 
on about 400 Al Qaeda terrorists to test the validity of the conventional wisdom on terrorism. This research has been 
published as Understanding Terror Networks (University of Pennsylvania Press 2004) and Leaderless Jihad (UPP, 
2007). As an expert on Al Qaeda and related terrorist organizations, he has consulted with various branches of the 
U.S. government, as well as with foreign governments, including Germany, Britain, Spain, France and Canada.    
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