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POINTS OF
INTEREST:

INL Donates
Equipment to
Police

USAID Launches

e U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

John Heffern, USAID Armenia
Mission Director Dr. Jatinder
Cheema, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Armen Gevorgian and
guests celebrated 50 years of
the United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) at an anniversary re-
ception held at the Aram
Khachaturian House Museum
on December 8.

New Lab in

Vardenis

Former Refu-
gees Get New

Apartments

USG Pledges to
Restore Garni
Bridge

Dr. Cheema noted at the
event that, “Over the past
twenty years, USAID has been
working with Armenians to
promote governmental ac-
countability and transparency,
to improve the business envi-
ronment, and to make the
country more competitive re-
gionally and internationally.
Our programs have helped
Armenia enhance essential
public services in important
areas such as water and en-
ergy, develop better ways to
deliver social services to vul-
nerable populations, and re-
form primary health care ser-
vices.”

USAID’s assistance program in
Armenia started in late 1980s,
with humanitarian aid to help
Armenia address needs in the
aftermath of the devastating

\

Ambassador Heffern, Dr. Cheema and Deputy Prime Minister cut USAID’s
birthday cake.

1988 earthquake. As part
of this assistance, over
6,800 families were pro-
vided permanent housing
in the quake-affected
provinces of Shirak and
Lori, and 120 sites were
cleared for public use.
USAID Armenia has since
focused on the country’s
longer-term development
and worked in close part-
nership with the Armenian
government, private busi-
nesses, non-governmental
organizations, other U.S.
government agencies and
international donors to
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advance Armenia’s democ-
ratic reform process, eco-
nomic growth, and regional
integration.

USAID currently manages
about 30 projects in Armenia
in the areas of democratic
governance, economic
growth, social protection,
health care and Turkey- Ar-
menia cross-border recon-
ciliation. Over the past two
decades, USAID has chan-
neled over $1.3 billion of as-
sistance through its develop-
ment programs to the benefit
of the people of Armenia.

o

/



“We will be living a
new life in this new
home!”

— Nona Babayan, a
single mother with
three children upon
receiving the key to
her new apartment
in Kasakh

Embassy Donates Equipment to Armenia's Police Educational Complex

On February 21, U.S. Ambassador to Ar-
menia John A. Heffern visited and toured
Armenia's Police Educational Complex,
where he met its director, Lieutenant-
General Hovhannes Varian, and donated
approximately $50,000 of classroom com-
puter equipment. The equipment, which

This donation is part of the U.S. Govern-
ment’s comprehensive law enforcement
assistance program that aims to
strengthen the ability of Armenian law
enforcement structures to combat crime
effectively and to administer criminal jus-
tice fairly.

includes desktop computers, printers, pro-
jectors and scanners, will be used to en-
hance the educational and training re-
sources in the newly renovated and ex-
panded Police Educational Complex.

Previous assistance provided to the Arme-
nian Police has included the renovation of
the Police Induction Center, equipment
donations to the Police Academy, and co-
operation in the establishment of a nation-
wide computer network. Computer equip-
ment has previously been donated to the
anti-illegal migration, anti-trafficking in
persons, anti-narcotics, and anti-cyber
crime units of the Police. Training and ca-
pacity-building in the combating and pre-
vention of transnational crimes has also
been regularly provided.

The U.S. Government annually provides
approximately $3 million in law enforce-
ment and criminal justice assistance to

U.S. Ambassador to Armenia John Heffern (left) in-
spects computer equipment donated by INL to Arme-
nia's Police Educational Complex.

Armenia.

Seven Travel Grants Approved Under 2011 NFSAT Fellowship Program

Under the 2011 Armenian Travel Fellowship and Follow-on Grants Program, the National
Foundation for Science & Advanced Technology (NFSAT) and the Civilian Research and
Development Foundation selected seven young applicants to receive research fellow-
ships to the United States.

Seven out of fourteen applications were selected on a competitive basis after an inde-
pendent expert review by Armenian and U.S. expert reviewers. The grantees will visit
research labs for up to three months.

Upon return to Armenia, the grantees will be eligible to apply for follow-on awards of
$5,000 each for a period of up to one year to continue developing collaboration with
their U.S. partners.



Bright and Clean Bathrooms for Yerevan Pre-School

October 2011 marked the completion of another small re-
With support from the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Humanitarian Assistance Program, Counter-
part International oversaw renovations at Kindergarten #103
in Yerevan’s Nor Nork community.
many needs, renovation of the four bathrooms was given

construction project.

priority.

To show their appreciation for the renovations, children at
the kindergarten gave a wonderful concert and a beautiful
dance performance. “We would like to thank you very much
for all the hard work put forth by you and your company
during our recent bathrooms renovation. The process was
very well organized and went relatively smoothly. Thank you

While the school had

very much for this urgent support.” said N. Gasparyan, direc- Little Arsen approves of the new facilities.

tor of the kindergarten.
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Armenian Nuclear Power Plant Staff Trained on Administrative Guidelines

The Department of Energy, Pa-
cific Northwest National Labora-
tory, and Argonne National
Laboratory continue their assis-
tance to improve the safety of
the Armenian Nuclear Power
Plant (ANPP).

Several recent activities, all part
of the International Nuclear Co-
operation Program (INC), have
worked to improve safety at the
ANPP.

With INC mentoring and finan-
cial support, Armenian contrac-
tor “Technoatomenergo” re-
cently completed development
of six additional administrative
guidelines. These are part of an
effort to improve the set of
guidelines at the ANPP that de-
fine management expectations
of how all activities at the ANPP
should be performed.
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In addition, the Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory team was in
Armenia in December and Janu-
ary to conduct training sessions
for staff. Following on recom-
mendations from the June 2011
IAEA Operational Safety Review
Team visit, the December work-
ing period included a series of
classroom sessions that explained
the methodology of the system-
atic approach to training. Later in
January, they conducted a practi-
cal application of the process
whereby the PNNL team men-
tored ANPP staff as they devel-
oped draft on-the job training
materials.

In January, Pacific Northwest and
Argonne teams also addressed
development of Severe Accident
Mitigation Guidelines (SAMGs)
and Shutdown Emergency Oper-
ating Procedures (SDEOPs). These

are guidelines that provide pre-
scripted prioritized guidance to
plant staff on how to mitigate
accident conditions, minimize
radioactivity release following
reactor core damage, and re-
spond to malfunctions or equip-
ment failures.

Planned activities for the up-
coming months include support
for the participation of ANPP
experts in the Emergency Oper-
ating Procedure Peer Review at
the Rivne Nuclear Power Plant in
Ukraine, support of the IAEA
Emergency Operating Procedure
Peer Review at the ANPP, two
additional working periods to
support improvement of the
training for ANPP staff, and one
working period for continued
development of SAMGs and
SDEOPs.
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USAID Launches New Enterprise Development Project

USAID celebrated the launch of its
Enterprise Development and Mar-
ket Competitiveness (EDMC) Pro-
ject on February 15, 2012. U.S.
Ambassador John A. Heffern,
USAID Armenia Mission Director
Jatinder Cheema, and Armenian
Economy Tigran
Davtyan spoke at the event, which
was attended by senior govern-
ment officials and representatives
of local and international organiza-
tions.

of

EDMC is a five-year project that
aims to increase employment and
income in Armenia by promoting

growth in select value chains that
have strong export potential. These
include information technologies
and engineering services, the hospi-
tality industry, food processing and
pharmaceuticals/bio-technology.
The project will also assist these
sectors to increase production and
exports.

Building on the work of USAID’s
former Competitive Armenian Pri-
vate Sector project, EDMC will seek
to improve Armenia’s business en-
vironment and support the devel-
opment of small and medium-sized
enterprises to stimulate innovation,
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enhance workforce skills, and im- I
prove companies’ access to finance.

The project will promote effective I

training programs to help meet criti- |

cal occupational needs and will coor- |

dinate with the Government of Arme- |

nia to identify and address business |

development challenges. I
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The Ambassador launches the new pro- /

Armenia Virtual Science Library Launched

CRDF Global and its partners have launched the Armenia
Virtual Science Library (AVSL), an efficient Internet portal
that provides a convenient, single point of access for re-
search articles written by scientists in Armenia and around
the world. The launch was held on November 29, 2011, at
the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia and was at-
tended by U.S. Ambassador to Armenia, John A. Heffern.

The AVSL is the result of a U.S.-Armenian partnership in-
volving the U.S. Department of State, CRDF Global, Arme-
nia’s Ministry of Education and Science, the State Science
Committee, and the National Academy of Sciences Funda-
mental Scientific Library. The AVSL is available from more
than 80 universities and research institutions throughout

Armenia Virtual
Science Library
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Armenia, and provides a comprehensive means for fac-
ulty, students, researchers, laboratory technicians, and
technology innovators to explore cutting-edge scientific
knowledge.

The Armenia VSL makes more than 10 million docu-
ments available to Armenia’s research community from
a variety of sources, including Springer Journals and E-
books, the Directory of Open-Access Journals, the Fun-
damental Scientific Library of the Academy of Sciences,
ArXiv.org, CalTech University, CiteSeer, Cogprints,
Eprints, HighWire Press, Lund University and Ghent Uni-
versity. It will also provide search and download of arti-
cles from such collections as JSTOR, OARE, AGORA, HlI-
NARI, elFL, and EBSCO for institutions that hold subscrip-
tions to those journal sets. In addition, Thomson-Reuters
will make its Web of Science database nationally avail-
able for a three-month trial period beginning in March
2012. The AVSL system can accommodate the addition
of new journal subscriptions over time as the needs and
interests of Armenia’s research community evolve.

For more information about the Armenia Virtual Science
Library and CRDF Global, please visit ArmeniaVSL.org
and crdfglobal.org. Please note that the ArmeniaVSL site
is currently setup for access from within Armenian aca-
demic institutions due to publisher licensing restrictions.
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PEACE CORPS/Armenia

Grants Help Build a New Laboratory in Rural Verishen

In a previously worn and barren
room, students attending the
secondary school in the village of
Verishen now have a place to
learn hands-on chemistry and
biology skills. The school, origi-
nally constructed in 1921 to ac-
commodate 800 pupils, today
houses only 270. The limited
school budget has prohibited up-
keep of the entire building, leav-
ing many of the facility’s seven
wings unused and exposed. To-
gether, the Verishen community
and local Peace Corps Volunteer,
Hedley Bond, collaborated to re-
habilitate one of the school’s un-
used rooms into an interactive
science center, utilizing both of
Peace Corps’ funding platforms —
the Small Project Assistance (SPA)
initiative and the Peace Corps
Partnership Program (PCPP) — as
well as the aid of the regional
government.

To restore the
room to working
order, Bond and
his counterpart,
senior science
teacher Zarik Ha-
kobyan, applied
for (and success-
fully received) a
SPA grant, which
is funded by
USAID. Over the
summer local
laborers brought
running water to the laboratory, in-
stalled new windows and doors,
constructed a fume hood for ventila-
tion during experiments, renovated
the floor and walls, and added
power outlets and ceiling lights. For
the room’s refurbishment, Bond bol-
stered funds donated from the re-
gional government with those solic-
ited through a PCPP grant. The com-
bined amount was used to purchase
‘ furniture, curtains, a
computer, and an over-
head projector. The ma-
jority of the furniture was
sourced locally.

The school held an open-
| ing ceremony for the
laboratory on November
5, 2011, with the atten-
dance of students, teach-
ers, community mem-
bers, and representatives

Top right and bottom left: The new lab facilities.

~

from the local and regional gov-
ernments.

In his opening speech at the
opening ceremony, Matvey
Ghazaryan, the school’s principal,
stated, “For prospective projects
in the educational development
sphere in Armenia, the greatest
value is considered to be the
knowledge of an Armenian child.
Any step taken by a school is tar-
geted at solving that problem. On
behalf of the school and the
whole faculty, let me express my
gratitude to the whole Peace
Corps Staff, who found Mr. Hed-
ley Bond and Zarik Hakobyan’s
project urgent and aligned with
our current needs. As a result of
this, we now have the laboratory.
Thank you to all the organizations
that made this project possible
and good luck to the new lab in
its future journey.”
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* In November, the U.S. Embassy joined Save the Children to mark the
grand opening of a new refugee collective center in Kasakh. The pro-
ject was funded by the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration
at the U.S. Department of State. The center was designed for the relo-
cation of 22 households, including families who were living in the col-
lective center on Artsakh Street in Yerevan (which is in danger of col-
lapse) and in a former prison building in Kasakh.

\
|
|
|

Beneficiary families were selected by a Housing Allocation Committee

comprised of representatives from UNHCR, State Migration Service,

. Kasakh Municipality and Save the Children. Families with children, eld-

The Ambassador greets the new residents in Kasakh.  erly and disabled people as well as women-headed households were

given priority for relocation. Nona Babayan, a single mother with three children said her children were just de-

lighted to know that their new apartment had a 24-hour hot and cold running water, a lavatory and a heating

system. “This is a wonderful New Year’s present we wouldn’t even dare to dream about! After so many years of

striding from one place to another in search of basic living conditions, it is kind of difficult for us to believe that
we will be living in such a wonderful apartment. We will be living a new life in this new home!”

Did you know?

The U.S. Em-
bassy is cele-
brating twenty
years in Arme-
nia this year.




CONTACT US:

RaeJean Stokes, Development Assistance Program

Coordinator
Embassy of the United States of America
I American Avenue

Yerevan, 0082 Armenia

Phone: (374-10) 49 44 32
Email: stokesrk@state.gov

Website: http://armenia.embassy.gov
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Visit the interactive Foreign
Assistance Dashboard at

www.foreignassistance.gov.
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Armenia Celebrates U.S. Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation

The U.S. Embassy in Armenia marked 20 years of U.S.-
Armenia bilateral relations and the 10th anniversary of the
U.S. Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation (AFCP) on
November 2, 2011, at the Aram Khachaturyan House Mu-
seum in Yerevan. During the celebration, the U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Armenia John A. Heffern and Minister of Culture Has-
mik Poghosyan took part in a ceremonial signing of the
2011 AFCP grant to restore the Garni Medieval Bridge.
Guests, government officials, and Armenia’s past AFCP pro-
ject recipients recognized the role of the fund in preserving
Armenia’s cultural legacy and a shared world heritage. The
2010 AFCP grantee, Gagik Ginosyan and KARIN Dance En-
semble, performed Armenian folklore collected from the
remote villages of Armenia that soon will be preserved on a
DVD. Press interviewed the Ambassador, Minister of Cul-

ture, and five Armenian AFCP grantees during the
event.

The activity was the first public event hosted by the
newly appointed U.S. Ambassador to Armenia. In addi-
tion to celebrating the 10th anniversary of AFCP, it also
coincided with the 20th anniversary of bilateral rela-
tions between the U.S. and the independent Armenia.
With five projects over 10 years, AFCP continues to set
a positive tone for U.S.-Armenian relations. Grantees
from all projects were represented at the ceremony
and offered testimony to the impact of this assistance
to Armenia. As Armenia struggles with long, painful
memories related to its cultural heritage, the ten-year
anniversary commemoration and launch of a new pro-
ject garnered broad, positive media coverage.
AMBASSADOR'S FUND FOR

CULTURAL PRESERVATION
ARMENIA
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