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Part 1: Overview of the U.S. GSP Program 

1.1 What is GSP? 
 
1.2 Armenia is a U.S. GSP beneficiary 
 
1.3 FAQ about GSP 
 



  The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a U.S. 
trade program designed to promote economic growth in 
the developing world  

 
  GSP provides preferential duty-free entry for up to 3,451 
products from 129 designated beneficiary countries and 
territories   
 
  GSP was instituted on January 1, 1976, by the Trade Act of 
1974 
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 The U.S. wants to become a destination for 

more Armenian exports through stronger 
trade 

 Our goal is to help Armenia’s exporters use 
GSP to increase trade and to diversify 
Armenia’s exports 
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1.3 FAQ about GSP  
(a) GSP-Eligible Products 

 
(b) How to Claim GSP Benefits for Eligible Articles upon 

Entry into the United States 
 

(c) Rules-of-Origin Requirement 
 

(d) “Imported Directly” Requirement  
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 Must be a GSP-eligible product 
 
 Must be brought into the U. S. directly from 

Armenia 
 
 Must be a product of Armenia 

 
 If the product includes imported input, the 

cost of the local content and processing must 
equal 35% of the product’s value. 
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GSP-Eligible Exports 
 

 Eligible: manufactured items and inputs, jewelry, 
electronics, some agricultural products, carpets, 
some textiles and apparel, chemicals, marble, and 
minerals 

 
 Ineligible: most textiles and apparel, watches, 

footwear, handbags, luggage, gloves and leather 
goods 
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1.3 (a) Examples 



http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scri
pts/tariff_current.asp 

Type the name of your product 
& click the “List items” button 
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1.3 (a) 

How to find out if your product is GSP eligible? 

Go to 
http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scripts/tariff_current.asp 



Chose  your product from the  
list and click the “Detail” 

button 
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1.3 (a) 



Check if code “A” is listed 
for your product 
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1.3 (a) 



 
 
 

1.3 (b) How to Claim GSP Benefits for Eligible 
Articles upon Entry into the United States  

  
   Importer MUST REQUEST duty- free treatment 

for his/her eligible product(s) 
 
   How? Importer writes an “A” before the tariff 

number on Customs Entry Form 7501  
 
   If importer forgets, (s)he can apply to U. S. 

Customs for refund  
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Entry Form 7501 

13 

1.3 (b) 

REMINDER 



Customs Entry 
Form 7501  

Put “A” as a prefix 
before the product 

tariff number  
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1.3 (b) 



1.3 (c) Rules-of-Origin Requirements 

  GSP eligible product must be a product of 
Armenia 

 
  If the product includes imported input, 

the cost of the local content and processing 
must equal at least 35% of product’s value 
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Step 1 
The imported material is transformed into a new and 
different material in Armenia with a new name, 
character  and use 
Step 2 
The new material must be transformed in Armenia 
into a new and finished product with a new name, 
character and use  
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1.3 (c) Information 



1.3 (d) “Imported Directly” 
Requirement 

 
   Product must be shipped from Armenia directly 
to the United States 

 
   If product passes through any other 
country(ies) en route to the United States, it must 
not enter the commerce of the other country 
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2.1 Recent extension of GSP 
2.2 Refund 
2.3 Deadlines 
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2.1 Recent Extension of GSP 
 Authorization of duty-free treatment under GSP expired on 

December 31, 2010 
 

 The extension of the GSP was recently signed by President 
Obama 
 

 The extension of the GSP is effective from November 5, 2011 
 
 It applies retroactively from January 1, 2011 and is valid until 

July 31, 2013 
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2.2 Refund 
2.2 (1) General rule 
 
2.2 (2) Automatic refund 
 
2.2 (3) Refund via Post-Summary Correction (PSC) 
 
2.2 (4) Written requests for refund: Post Entry Amendment 
(PEA) and Protest 
 
2.2 (5) Submission of the refund requests 



Importers will be reimbursed for tariffs 
paid during the gap period 
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2.2 (1) General Rule 



IF IMPORTERs 
   submitted their entries electronically via the Automated 
Broker Interface (ABI), and 
 
  used the appropriate SPI (special programs indicator) for 
GSP: prefix “A”, and 
 
  paid duty on GSP-eligible goods 
 

 
IMPORTERs will receive an automatic refund 
 

IMPORTERs are advised to contact the 
appropriate port of entry for inquiries 

about the status of their refunds 
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2.2 (2) Automatic Refund 



Post-summary correction (PSC) if 
 

  PSC is applicable and  
  Time requirements for PSC are met 
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2.2 (3) Refund via PSC 



To know more about electronic entry summaries system – 
ACE (The Automated Commercial Environment) 

 

Please visit the following link 
https://nemo.customs.gov/ace_online 
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Post Summary Corrections are also covered by 
ACE online training 

2.2 (3) Information 



Refund shall be requested  
in writing  
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And be processed in accordance with normal 
liquidation and re-liquidation procedures 

2.2 (4) Written refund request 
(PEA and protest) 
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Liquidation  
 

is the process by which Customs fixes the final 
appraisement, classification, and assessment of 

duties, taxes, and fees on the entry summary 
filed by the importer (19 U.S.C. 1500) 

2.2 (4) 

Reminder 
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Under 19 U.S.C. 1514, an importer can challenge a 
liquidation by filing a protest within 90 days of 
the date of liquidation 

Customs has the authority to re-liquidate an 
entry after liquidation within the same 90-day 
period 

2.2 (4) Reminder 



 

Before liquidation 
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2.2 (4) In sum 



 

After liquidation 
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2.2 (4) In sum 
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Post Entry Amendment 
Form 

 
Also know as Sample Post 

Summary Adjustment From 
   

 
Could be found at 

http://www.cbp.gov/ 
 
 

2.2 (4) Reminder 
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Protest 
 

Also know as 
CBP Form 19 

 

Could be found at 
http://www.cbp.gov/ 

2.2 (4) 
Reminder 



2.2 (5) Refund request  
shall be submitted to  

 

   U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP), and 

 

   Must contain sufficient information 
to enable CBP to locate the entry 
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To expedite the refund, CBP recommends 
that the request indicates 

 

  The entry number 
  Line number 
  Requested refund amount 
 

Any amounts owed by the United Stated 
will be paid without interest 
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2.2 (5) INFORMATION 
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Entry Number 

Entry Form 7501 

Line Number 

2.2 (5) Reminder 



Wednesday, April 18, 2012 
 

35 

IMPORTANT 



up to 90 days 
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2.3  Remember 
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Part 3: Armenia’s use of the GSP 
benefits 

  Armenia has the highest GSP utilization rate of 
all 129 beneficiaries: 99.8 % 

 
  GSP imports represent over 91 % of U.S. imports 
from Armenia 



http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scripts/tariff_current.asp 
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Please see slides # 9-11 for more information 

Reminder 

Reference 
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Armenia’s GSP exports to 
U.S. 

See Hand Out 

Information 
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Part 4: Additional Resources  

   Office of the United States Trade Representative 
http://www.ustr.gov/trade-topics/trade-development/preference-
programs/generalized-system-preference-gsp 
 
   Customs and Border Protection 
http://www.cbp.gov/ 
 
   CBP Forms 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/forms/ 
 
   CBP Form 7501 – for importers only 
http://forms.cbp.gov/pdf/CBP_Form_7501.pdf 
 
   CBP Form 7501 Instruction – for importers only 
http://forms.cbp.gov/pdf/7501_instructions.pdf 
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   2011 U.S. Tariff and Trade Data for a specific product 
http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scripts/tariff_current.asp 
 
   Official Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts/ 
 
   Automated Broker Interface (ABI) 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/automated/automated_systems/abi/ 
 
   ACE (Modernization Information Systems) 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/automated/modernization/ 

 
   ACE At a Glance Fact Sheet 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/fact_sheets/trade/ace_factsheet
s/ace_glance_sheet.xml 
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