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Content Based Instruction in EFL Contexts 
Stephen Davies 
The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. IX, No. 2, February 2003 
Content based instruction (CBI) is a teaching method that emphasizes learning about 
something rather than learning about language. Although CBI is not new, there has been an 
increased interest in it over the last ten years, particularly in the USA and Canada where it has 
proven very effective in ESL immersion programs. This interest has now spread to EFL 
classrooms around the world where teachers are discovering that their students like CBI and 
are excited to learn English this way. 
http://iteslj.org/Articles/Davies-CBI.html 
 
 
Content-Centered Language Learning 
Joann Crandall 
This Digest discusses the rationale for integrating language and content instruction and 
provides an overview of some of the program models and teaching techniques that focus on 
this approach. 
http://www.cal.org/resources/Digest/cranda01.html 
 
 
Authentic Materials and Cultural Content in EFL Classrooms 
Ferit Kilickaya 
The Internet TESL Journal, Vol. X, No. 7, July 2004 
This paper aims to answer the questions of when and how authentic materials should be used 
in EFL classrooms, and how cultural content may be included in the curriculum. To address 
these questions, the paper is organized in two parts. In the first part, the definition of authentic 
materials is given. Then advantages and disadvantages of the use of authentic materials are 
discussed. In the second part, the definition of culture is given and then, why and how cultural 
content should be used is discussed. 
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Kilickaya-AutenticMaterial.html 
 
 
Content Based ESL Curriculum and Academic Language Proficiency 
Clara Lee Brown 
It is critical for ESL teachers to move beyond the functional English syllabus and to start 
providing a content-rich, high-standards curriculum that prepares ESL students to become 
academically successful in content learning. This article provides a critical needs rationale for 
implementing a content-based ESL curriculum and discusses ways to implement it. 
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Brown-CBEC.html 
 
 
Using Famous Personalities and Celebrities in Content-Based Language 
Learning 
Larry M. Lynch 
Whenever a famous entertainer, celebrity or historic figure becomes newsworthy, don’t let the 
opportunity to motivate and involve your learners pass you by. 
http://bettereflteacher.blogspot.com/2008/01/using-famous-personalities-and.html 
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Lesson Plans 
40 content based ESL lesson plans for beginning through intermediate students 
http://www.everythingesl.net/lessons/ 
 
 
Larry Ferlazzo’s English Themes For Beginners and Early Intermediate 
Links to websites created by companies, public institutions, or teachers. Most links have both 
audio and text. 
http://larryferlazzo.com/englishthemes.html 
 
 
VOA's Special English Feature Stories (The Voice of America) 
http://www.manythings.org/voa/scripts/ 
 
 
Interesting Things for ESL Students 
A fun study site for learners of English as a Second Language 
http://www.manythings.org/ 
 
 
ESL Galaxy 
The ESL Galaxy is all about the following: esl, esl worksheets, esl lesson plans, esl online, 
activities, TEFL,materials, grammar, resources, exercises, free, students, teachers, english 
grammar exercises, teach esl, teaching materials, games, efl,english grammar exercises, 
grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary exercises,lesson plans, vocabulary, grammar, worksheets, 
printable, esl materials, esl games, esl students, esl conversation, esl vocabulary, esl practice, 
learning esl, teaching esl, communicative activities. 
www.esl-galaxy.com 
 
 
TESL Tools – Built by teachers for teachers 
A one-stop site for sharing information and ideas with teachers of English all around the world 
and accessing tools, resources and materials for your classes. 
www.tesltools.com/ 
 
 
Web English Teacher 
Web English Teacher presents K-12 English / Language Arts teaching resources: lesson plans, 
WebQuests, videos, biography, e-texts, criticism, jokes, puzzles, and classroom activities. 
www.webenglishteacher.com/esl.html 
 
 
Learn English – A lesson a day 
www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/ 
 
 
Reading materials 
 
The Internet Public Library - Books 
www.ipl.org/div/books 
 
University of Texas Libraries – Electronic Books 
www.lib.utexas.edu/books/etext.html 
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Internet Archive – Million Book Project 
www.archive.org/details/millionbooks  
 
 
Internet Archive – Open Access Text Archive 
www.archive.org/details/texts  
 
 
Free e-books.net 
www.free-ebooks.net  
 
 
Project Gutenberg 
Project Gutenberg is the first and largest single collection of free electronic books, or eBooks. It 
began in 1971 as a community project to make plain text versions of books available freely to 
all. 
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page 
 
 
Children’s books 
 
 
Online Books Page 
Lists collections of e-books and e-texts in several categories, including children’s books 
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/archives.html 
 
 
International Children’s Digital Library 
The mission of the International Children's Digital Library Foundation (ICDL Foundation) is to 
support the world's children in becoming effective members of the global community - who 
exhibit tolerance and respect for diverse cultures, languages and ideas -- by making the best in 
children's literature available online free of charge. 
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 
 
 
 

 IRC Virtual Reference Collection 
 
 The IRC offers its users online access to more than 30 reference          
works on US history and geography, education, social sciences, 

energy, science & technology, free of charge. See the full list of tiltes at 
http://argentina.usembassy.gov/virtual_reference_collection.html 
 
 
To get a password, send an email to BuenosAiresIRC@state.gov 
 
  
 
This webliography is available online at 
http://argentina.usembassy.gov/irc-subject-
guides/webliographylanguagecontentweb.pdf  
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