
                                                                                                          

 

AMERICAN LIFE  

• Your brain on football 
NFL draft players’ cognitive skills were 
tested in addition to their athletic prowess 
this year to monitor potential future 
football-induced neurological damage. 
(Discover)  

• The RV century 
The recreational vehicle turns 100 this 
year. RVs have been around almost as 
long as automobiles in America. 
(Smithsonian)  

• 20-Somethings: Dallying or 
Developing? 
Psychology professor Jeffrey Jensen Arnett 
leads a movement to recognize the 20s as 
a distinct developmental life stage called 
“emerging adulthood.” (NYT Magazine)  

• Citizen scientists count butterflies 
Growing numbers of volunteers around 
the country are carrying out a census of 
butterflies; like bees and hummingbirds, 
butterflies are important pollinators, and 
their numbers are declining. 
(Smithsonian)  

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

• Helping others is in our self-interest 
The international community’s response to the 
flooding in Pakistan shows its failure to understand 
the crisis’ implications for international security. 
(World Policy Institute)  

• A long shot 
Could the U.S., Turkey and Iran combine in a 
partnership to promote democracy and combat 
extremism? A recent book proposes this unlikely 
alliance. (Foreign Affairs)  

• Will China rule the world?  
Rising domestic concerns over the increasing 
pressure of public opinion, the succession of the 
country’s leadership, and fundamental economic 
imbalances may have a growing effect on Beijing’s 
foreign policy. (Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace)  

• Where Islam meets MTV 
By launching 4Shbab, the first Islamic version of 
MTV, Egyptian entrepreneur Ahmed Abu Haiba is 
hoping to prove that Islam and modernity are not 
incompatible. (NYT Magazine)  

 

GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

• Mass extinction: a global reset 
button? 
Previous mass extinctions in Earth’s 
geologic history have dramatically 
changed species diversity. Some scientists 
speculate that human activity is fueling 
another mass extinction – with 
unknowable consequences for the 
ecosystem. (LiveScience)  

• Saving species on the Yangtze River 
China’s Yangtze River has been dammed, 
overfished and polluted. Now, Chinese 
scientists are calling for a moratorium on 
fishing to save the river’s remaining 

ECONOMY  

• The upper-middle-class fantasy 
For a generation, most Americans have been told 
that they needed to go to college, invest in the 
stock market and buy as big a house as possible. 
One thinker argues otherwise. (Salon)  

• Community Economic Laboratories 
Tight credit, high unemployment and 
homelessness, requires new approaches to help 
those impacted. One possibility: a non-profit 
center that offers a variety of services and 
opportunities for learning, employment and 
community involvement. (Post Carbon Institute)  
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aquatic life. (Yale Environment 360)  

• Top 65 global cities 
Half the world's population is now urban -- 
and half the world's most global cities are 
Asian. (HForeign Policy)  

• The end of antibiotics? 
A recent medical journal article warns that 
the era of antibiotics is coming to a close, 
due to growing microbial resistance. 
(Guardian)  

 

•  Time to sort out the long overdue Doha 
Round 
 Expanding trade has enriched the world, and 
completing the Doha Round of negotiations could 
deliver nations, both rich and poor, from 
stagnation. (YaleGlobal)  

• GDP needs a facelift? 
Critics want a country’s gross domestic product to 
include softer data, such as environmental impact 
and quality of life. (Newsweek)  
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