
                                                                                                          

 

AMERICAN LIFE  

• Woody Guthrie’s treasure trove 
Legendary folksinger Woody Guthrie left 
behind nearly 3000 unrecorded songs, written 
on everything from napkins to place mats. 
(Smithsonian)  

• In order to form a more perfect 
understanding 
George Washington a brilliant strategist? The 
colonists all patriotic? Not so. Common myths 
of the American Revolution. (Smithsonian)  

• Airport body-scan machines a health 
risk? 
Radiation levels emitted by the new airport 
body-scan machines are very low, but you 
can ask for alternative search methods. 
(Rodale)  

• Reports of Reading’s Demise Are 
Exaggerated 
We’re reading more words than ever, but 
fewer of them are in print. (Wired)  

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

• Gaza as an asset in the peace process 
U.S. humanitarian relief to Gaza would put 
Hamas on the defensive and aid the Israeli-
Palestinian talks. (Foreign Policy) 

• Religious Rule Remains 
In Qom, Iran, the only revolution that matters 
is the first one. (Atlantic Monthly)  

• The Mekong threatened 
China is building a series of dams on the 
Mekong River that threaten the sustenance of 
tens of millions of Southeast Asians. (Yale 
Environment 360)   

• Yemen: Un terreno fértil para Al Qaeda  
La inestabilidad y el avance de los yihadistas 
en Yemen deberían preocupar a la 
Administración Obama y al resto de los países 
de la Península Arábiga. Una nueva generación 
de combatientes islamistas yemeníes, que se 
ha radicalizado en la guerra de Irak, toma cada 
día más fuerza.(Foreign Policy en Español) 

       

GLOBAL CHALLENGES  

• After the earthquake 
Want to make the greatest impact? Direct aid 
to Haitian women. (New America Media)  

• The foreshocks of Haiti’s disaster 
While Haiti’s latest tragedy is the earthquake, 
its real roots are two centuries of misfortune 
and neglect. (Foreign Policy)  

• Coral reefs can recover from climate 
change damage 
Reducing fishing around coral reefs in marine 
preserves helps preserve herbivore species 
that prevent overgrowth of seaweed. (Science 
Daily)  

• Consumerism is a threat to biosphere  

ECONOMY  

• The coming sovereign debt crisis 
Recent European debt auction failures are a 
reminder that Western economies need to get 
their house in order. (Forbes)  

• China’s transportation growth 
Car ownership and highway construction in 
China is rising exponentially. Check out the 
graphs. (The Oil Drum)  

• The real size of the bailout 
Only $700 billion? It’s more like $14 trillion. So 
says an ex-Goldman Sachs economist. (Mother 
Jones)  

• U.S. biofuels policy is flawed 
A recent paper highlights the economic and 
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American-style consumption is fueling a 
global culture of excess that could wipe out 
any action on climate change. (Guardian / 
UK)  

 

environmental drawbacks of federal ethanol 
subsidies. (Rice University / Baker Institute for 
Public Policy)  
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