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ANTARCTIC FACTS

* Antarctica is Earth’s southernmost continent
and contains 9o percent of the ice on the
planet and 70 percent of the fresh water.

On average, it is the driest, windiest and
coldest continent with temperatures
reaching near -go°C.

The 1959 Antarctic Treaty signed by 50
countries, including the U.S,, sets aside
Antarctica as a scientific preserve, establishes
freedom of research and bans military activity.

In 2009, the National Science Foundation
funded a study of the potential for collapse
of the West Antarctica ice sheet and to
learn about the environment in the lakes
beneath the ice. The project is the Whillans
Ice Stream Subglacial Access Research
Drilling, or WISSARD.
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