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Chan Lowe

Chan Lowe, editorial cartoonist for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel/ in Fort Lauderdale, was born in New
York City in 1953, educated in New York, Los Angeles, and England, and graduated from Williams
College in 1975 with a degree in Art History.

Mr. Lowe was employed as staff artist and editorial cartoonist for the Shawnee News-Star in Shawnee,
Oklahoma from 1975-1977, and served as editorial cartoonist for the Oklahoma City Times from 1978-
1984. He has been with the Sun-Sentinel since 1984.

Mr. Lowe’s work has won several awards, including the Green Eyeshade Award in 1992, and second place
in the 1996 John Fischetti Competition. In 1990, he was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. In 2000, he was
awarded The National Press Foundation’s Berryman Award.

His cartoons have appeared in numerous national publications (Newsweek, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, USA Today, etc.), and on television. A kinetic sculpture by Mr. Lowe was exhibited in 1997
at the National Gallery for Caricature and Cartoon Art in Washington. His cartoons are syndicated by
Tribune Media Services.

Mr. Lowe also spent a year studying at Stanford University as a John S. Knight Journalism Fellow in 1992-
1993.

Mr. Lowe's interests include history, woodworking, and baroque music performance.

Chan Lowe’s Blog: http://blogs.trb.com/news/opinion/chanlowe/blog/

Sun-Sentinel: http:/ /www.sun-sentinel.com
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...Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to
the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no
Senator or Representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be
appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall not
be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of
the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted...

(Article IT of the U.S. Constitution)
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Elections 2008

U.S. Embassy Vienna, Austria

http:/ /www.usembassy.at/en/us/elections.htm
Webpage with links on topics listed below:

General Information Rl
: Campaign Finance Frequently Asked Questions & Trivia
Texts in German L . R . ;
’ . Political Parties Candidate Matching Sites
Election Calendars and Primary Schedules X ; .
Electoral College America.gov ltems Polling Sites
- 9 Webchats Voter Turnout & Statistics
Candidates ; . -
Foreign Press Center Briefings Useful Links
Debates A :
Media Sites Think Tanks
CRS Reports for Congress Blogs

U.S. Elections — Guide to the 2008 Elections
http:/ /uspolitics.america.gov/uspolitics/ elections/index.html
Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State
Website including videos, podcasts, and information on the candidates, voting and the election process

INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION FROGRAMS

USINFO.STATE.GOV

The Long Campaign: U.S. Elections 2008 —
Published by the Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. L
Department of State, October 2007
This edition of efournal USA presents an introduction to the upcoming 2008
U.S. elections. In these elections, U.S. voters will have the opportunity to
vote for president and vice president, congressional representatives, state and
local officials, and ballot initiatives. The journal describes aspects of this
election which make it different from most recent elections and includes a
pro-con debate of the Electoral College.
FULL TEXT:

THE LonG CAMPAFGN

¢ How the Internet Is Changing the Playing Field

By Andy Carvin

The 2008 U.S. general election will no doubt be a watershed year in American history but not necessarily
because of any particular candidate or policy. As has been the case in recent election cycles, the Internet
has become a potent political tool in terms of campaigning, fundraising, and civic engagement....

FULL TEXT: http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itdhr /1007 /ijde /carvin.htm
¢ The Changing U.S. Voter

By Daniel Gotoff
As the 2008 election for president approaches, the U.S. electorate finds itself in a unique — and
tumultuous — situation. Polls show that the country is engaged in a war that a majority of Americans

now oppose. Nearly six years after September 11, 2001, fears of another terrorist attack still permeate
the public consciousness. And voters' outlook on a panoply of domestic matters is colored with
intensifying concern. ... The shifting political tides over the past several years underscore the point that
neither major party is able to boast a governing majority. ...
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FULL TEXT: http:/ /usinfo.state.gov/journals /itdhr /1007 /ijde /gotoff.htm
e Covering the Presidential Campaign: The View from the Press Bus

By Jim Dickenson
A veteran political journalist shares the inside story of life on the road with a U.S. presidential candidate
and discusses the teportet's role in conveying a candidate's message to the American people. ... Jim

Dickenson is a retired political reporter for the Washington Post. ...

FULL TEXT: http:/ /usinfo.state.gov/journals/itdhr /1007 /ijde /dickenson.htm

USA Elections in Brief
Published by the Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State, January
2008
Free and fair elections are the keystone of any democracy. They are essential for the peaceful transfer of
power.
When voters elect representatives, they elect the leaders who will shape the future of their society. This is
why elections empower ordinary citizens: they allow them to influence the future policies of their
government, and thus, their own future.
The United States has been a representative democracy since the ratification of the U.S. Constitution in
1787 - although the electoral tradition began during the Colonial era and had its roots in British history.
This book discusses the nature of the modern American electoral process, and how it works at the federal,
state, and local levels. The process, complicated and sometimes confusing, has evolved to ensure universal
suffrage to all men and women who are U.S. citizens — 18 years-of-age, or older. ...
FULL TEXT: http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/elections-in-brief/

Presidential Nominating Process: Current Issues

CRS Report for Congress, Congressional Research Service/Library of Congress, October 24, 2007
Every four years, the presidential nominating process generates complaints and proposed modifications,
and the rapid pace of primaries and caucuses that characterized the 2000 and 2004 cycles will continue in
2008. Because many states scheduled early contests in the 2000 cycle, both parties subsequently created task
forces on the process. For a time the parties pursued a cooperative effort to confront problems associated
with front-loading for 2004. In the end, Democrats approved moving up state primary dates for 2004, but
retained Iowa and New Hampshire’s early events; Republicans rejected a proposed reform plan. At the state
level, the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS) supports a regional primary plan that would
rotate regional dates every four years....
FULL TEXT: http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/94833.pdf (pdf)

Presidential Elections in the United States: A Primer

CRS Report for Congress, Congressional Research Service/Library of Congtess, April 17, 2000
Every four years, Americans elect a President and Vice President, thereby choosing both national leaders
and a course of public policy. The system that governs the election of the President combines constitutional
and statutory requirements, rules of the national and state political parties, political traditions, and
contemporary developments and practices.
As initially prescribed by the Constitution, the election of the President was left to electors chosen by the
states. Final authority for selecting the President still rests with the electoral college, which comprises
electors from each state equal in number to the state’s total representation in the House and Senate. All but
two states award electoral votes on a winner-take-all basis to the candidate with a plurality of the state’s
popular vote. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.usembassy.at/en/download/pdf/elections primet.pdf (pdf)

United States Election Assistance Commission

http://www.eac.gov/
The U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC) is an independent, bipartisan commission created by the
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002.
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EAC is operating the federal government's first voting system certification program. It issues guidance
about HAVA, adopts voluntary voting system guidelines, audits the use of HAVA funds, and provides best
practices and resources to election officials throughout the nation.

EAC also administers a national clearinghouse of information about election administration and maintains
the national mail voter registration form.

Federal Election Commission

http://www.fec.gov/
In 1975, Congtess created the Federal Election Commission (FEC) to administer and enforce the Federal
Election Campaign Act (FECA) - the statute that governs the financing of federal elections. The duties of
the FEC, which is an independent regulatory agency, are to disclose campaign finance information, to
enforce the provisions of the law such as the limits and prohibitions on contributions, and to oversee the
public funding of Presidential elections.
The Commission is made up of six members, who are appointed by the President and confirmed by the
Senate. Each member serves a six-year term, and two seats are subject to appointment every two years. By
law, no more than three Commissioners can be members of the same political party, and at least four votes
are required for any official Commission action. This structure was created to encourage nonpartisan
decisions. The Chairmanship of the Commission rotates among the members each year, with no member
serving as Chairman more than once during his or her term.

Glossary

Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State
... Blue state
Blue state is a term used to refer to a U.S. state where the majority of voters usually support Democratic
candidates. ...
Caucus
A caucus is a meeting at the local level in which registered members of a political party in a city, town or
county gather to express support for a candidate. For statewide or national offices, those recommendations
are combined to determine the state party nominee. The term also is applied to a group of party members
that meets to plan policy. Two well-known examples of such groups are the Congtessional Black Caucus
and the Congtressional Hispanic Caucus, whose members discuss and advance the interests of their
respective constituencies....
Hard money/Soft money
Hard money and soft money are terms used to differentiate between campaign funding that is, and is not,
regulated under federal campaign finance law. Hard money describes donations by individuals and groups
made directly to political candidates running for federal office. Such contributions are restricted by law. Soft
money refers to donations not regulated by law that can be spent only on civic activities such as voter-
registration drives, party-building activities, administrative costs and in support of state and local candidates.
“Soft money” contributions, by law, may not be used to support directly a candidate for federal office. The
U.S. Supreme Court in 2003 upheld congressional restrictions passed in 2002 on soft money
contributions....
Primary
A state-level election in which voters choose a candidate affiliated with a political party to run against a
candidate who is affiliated with another political party in a later, general election. A primary may be either

"open" -- allowing any registered voter in a state to vote for a candidate to represent a political patty, or
"closed" -- allowing only registered voters who belong to a patticular political party to vote for a candidate
from that party. ...

Red state

Red state refers to a U.S. state where the majority of voters support Republican candidates....

Super-Duper Tuesday

A phrased coined for the 2008 election, when many states, in an attempt to have more influence on the
outcome of the race, have moved their primaries or caucuses to eatlier in the year. This resulted in at least
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20 states choosing to hold their primaries or caucuses on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, giving that day the
name “Super-Duper Tuesday.”...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/pubs-

english /2007 /October/20071009122700hmnietsua0.2381555.html

AMERICA.GOV ITEMS
(published by the Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State)

L U.S. ELECTIONS

Republican Party Quietly Opens National Convention

Political speeches, celebration postponed due to Hurricane Gustav

September 2, 2008
St. Paul, Minnesota - With little fanfare, the Republican National Convention opened September 1 in St.
Paul, Minnesota. Political speeches, a trademark of the modern convention, were called off as Americans
turned their attention to a hurricane hitting the Gulf Coast.
For what might be the first time in U.S. political history, a natural disaster derailed national convention
plans. Hurricane Gustav struck the Gulf Coast - the same region devastated by Hurricane Katrina three
years ago - on the first day of the Republican convention. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /September/20080902111933hmnietsua0.5182001.htmi&distid=ucs

Republicans Encouraged to Aid Those Affected by Hurricane Gustav

President Bush, Barack Obama also ask Americans to help with hurricane aid

September 2, 2008
St. Paul, Minnesota - Having limited the opening day of the Republican National Convention on September
1 to official party business, presumed presidential nominee John McCain encouraged delegates to help those
affected by Hurricane Gustav.
As the hurricane struck the Gulf Coast region on the opening day of the convention, McCain and other
party leaders encouraged delegates and other convention participants to help those impacted by the storm.

“It's time to open our heatts and wallets ... for those American citizens under the shadow of a natural
disaster," McCain said August 31. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /September/20080902122558hmnietsua0.6065332.html&distid=ucs

Broad Appeal, National Stature

September 2, 2008
Many Americans do not understand every nuance about their presidential selection system, and particularly
about what is known as the Electoral College, which determines which individuals become their country’s
president and vice president. But they do understand the big picture. Namely, each U.S. state is assigned a
number of electors, with the most heavily populated states having the most electors and the least populated
states the fewest. Each citizen votes in his or her home state, and the winner of the popular vote in all but
two of the states receives all the votes of its state’s electors. The presidential candidate who receives a
majority of the electoral votes becomes the president of the United States, and his running mate the vice
president. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /September/20080902143611ebyessed05.039614e-02.html&distid=ucs
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Presidential Campaigns Try to Garner African-American Voters

Increased turnout, preference for Democrats, could swing close election

September 2, 2008
Washington - Both political parties are courting African-American voters in a 2008 presidential election
that, pollsters and pundits agree, is likely to be extremely close.
The Democrats appear to enjoy an advantage: Blacks have been a key component of the party’s base for
more than four decades, and that tilt likely will be increased by the Democrats’ selection of Barack Obama
as the first African-American presidential nominee of a major U.S. political party. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-
english /2008 /September/20080902154402hmnietsua0.2203943.html&distid=ucs

Obama Answers Science Questions Posed to Presidential Candidates

Science Debate 2008 asks about climate change, space program, research

September 2, 2008
Washington - If elected president of the United States in November, Barack Obama says he will double
basic science research budgets over 10 years, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent below 1990
levels by 2050 and reach out to international partners and the private sector to extend NASA’s range of
Earth and space programs.
Obama recently responded to 14 questions posed to him and Republican presidential candidate John
McCain by the grassroots group Science Debate 2008, which says it hopes to make key science issues a
larger part of the election. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /September/200809021830211cnirellep0.4660456.html&distid=ucs

Barack Obama Accepts Presidential Nomination

Democratic nominee says it is “time to change America”

August 29, 2008
Denver — On the 45th anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech August 28,
Barack Obama formally accepted the Democratic Party’s nomination for the presidency of the United
States.
As people shouted “Yes we can” and waved signs reading “Change,” Obama said, “[W]ith profound
gratitude and great humility, I accept your nomination for the presidency of the United States.” ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080829091638hmnietsua0.4007074.html&distid=ucs

Democrats Commemorate Martin Luther King Jr.’s Famous Speech

King’s children address Democratic National Convention in Denver stadium

August 29, 2008
Denver - During the final day of the Democratic National Convention August 28, Barack Obama and other
speakers commemorated the anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous I Have a Dream speech.
On August 28, 1963, in an exercise of free speech and political dissent called the March on Washington, an
estimated 250,000 people marched to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, where they heard King give his
speech about equality. The speech gave impassioned voice to the demands of the U.S. civil rights movement
- equal rights for all citizens. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080829092937hmnietsua0.1456262.html&distid=ucs

John McCain Chooses Alaska Governor as Running Mate

Sarah Palin will be first woman on Republican national ballot

August 29, 2008
Washington - Republican presidential candidate John McCain has chosen Sarah Palin, currently the
governor of Alaska, as his running mate.
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Palin, who would be the first woman to run on a Republican presidential ticket, also would be the first
Alaskan to appear on a national ballot. In 2006 she became the first female governor of Alaska after serving
six years as mayor of Wasilla City, Alaska. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080829155057ajesrom0.5963251.html&distid=ucs

Delegate Diary: Republican National Convention

Florida delegate Brian Graham offers an inside look at the convention

August 29, 2008
At age 24, Brian Graham was the youngest person in Florida’s 6th Congressional District to seek a
Republican delegate slot. After asking for support from local party leaders, he became one of three delegates
selected at a Republican congressional district caucus to attend the national convention. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080829132755hmnietsua0.5280268.html&distid=ucs

Delegate Diary: Democratic National Convention

Rhode Island delegate Kim Ahern offers an inside look at the convention

August 29, 2008
Kim Ahern was elected as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention from Rhode Island's 1st
Congtressional District, pledged to cast her ballot for Illinois Senator Barack Obama. She is also a
contributor to the popular blog, Rhode Island's Future, and a board member of the Rhode Island Young
Democrats and the World Affairs Council of Rhode Island. For the past year, she has campaigned for the
Obama campaign, serving as the Rhode Island State coordinator of Students for Barack Obama. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080821130505hmnietsua0.8652002.html&distid=ucs

Democrats Formally Nominate Barack Obama for U.S. Presidency

Vice presidential nominee Joe Biden: “The choice in this election is clear”

August 28, 2008
Denver - Delegates to the Democratic National Convention in Denver, with the help of Hillary Clinton, on
August 27 formally nominated Barack Obama to be the first African-American presidential nominee of a
major party.
Delegates’ primary responsibility is nominating the party’s presidential candidate. The majority of the more
than 4,400 delegates are pledged to vote for a specific candidate, based on the result of their state’s primary
election or caucus. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080828095302hmnietsua0.1540949.html&distid=ucs

Former President Helps Democratic Party Unite Behind Obama

Bill Clinton offers endorsement, pledges support for Democratic nominee

August 28, 2008
Washington - In the United States, political parties have long histories of raucous infighting, passionate
arguments, bitter disagreements and, eventually, a coming together with renewed energy and sense of
putpose.
On the evening of August 27, former President Bill Clinton did his part to heal the divides in the
Democratic Party left by a hard-fought primary season that saw a wide field of candidates narrow through
the months to only two - Illinois Senator Barack Obama and New York Senator Hillary Clinton, wife of the
former president. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080828124545hmnietsua0.2186701.html&distid=ucs

American Indian Vote Will Be a Factor in Several Swing States
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Electoral clout of America’s indigenous peoples a fairly new phenomenon
August 28, 2008

San Antonio - Across the center of the United States, from the Great Plains to the Rocky Mountains,
efforts are under way to register and educate American Indian voters for the November general election.
The indigenous peoples of the United States number about 3 million, or 1 percent of the U.S. population.
But in some states they represent a significant voting bloc. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Indians
make up 4.5 percent of the vote in Arizona, 4.8 percent in North Dakota, 6.4 percent in Montana, 7.7
percent in Oklahoma, 8.5 percent in South Dakota and almost 10 percent in New Mexico. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080828074932mnietsua0.2280237.html&distid=ucs

Renewable Energy, Green Jobs Stressed by Democrats

Venture capitalist Floyd predicts green technology transformation
August 27, 2008

Washington - Colorado, a renewable energy industry hub, proved an apt venue for Democrats to showcase
energy policy during their national convention in Denver, where venture capitalist Nancy Floyd
underscored renewable energy’s potential.

“I can tell you that there are thousands of entrepreneurs, from Portland, Oregon, to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, with new solutions. Investors are lining up to back them. What's missing is leadership from
Washington,” Floyd told assembled delegates and millions of television viewers. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080827180523mlenuhret0.8215601.html&distid=ucs

Democrats Stress Barack Obama’s Willingness to Work with Allies

Improving international relations essential, Obama campaign adviser says
August 27, 2008

Denver - Party leaders and campaign surrogates for presumed Democratic presidential nominee Barack
Obama stress the candidate’s multilateral approach to foreign policy, saying that the Illinois senator would
improve America’s image in the world.

“Our standing in the world and influence in the world has diminished,” Joe Lockhart, a press secretary
during President Bill Clinton’s administration, said during a State Department Foreign Press Center briefing
August 26. “I think you’re going to see a different approach from the Democratic ticket and President
Obama, which is, “We are leaders in the world but we do want to work with people.” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080827164209hmnietsua0.9672968.html&distid=ucs

Debate Continues over Security, Reliability of Voting Technology

Many states, localities may turn to paper ballots for November 4 elections
August 27, 2008

Washington - Even in a nation that has held elections for more than 232 years, advances in voting
technology spark debates about the best designs for ballots and the most reliable, secure ways to collect and
count votes.

Those questions will not be settled before November 4, the date of the next U.S. presidential election. And
the questions - including whether the federal government rather than individual states should regulate
voting technology, whether national standards for voting machines should be mandatory and whether one
technology should be adopted nationwide - do not lend themselves to quick answers. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080827151002lcnirellep2.584475e-02.html&distid=ucs

Hillary Clinton Encourages Supporters to Back Barack Obama
Speakers at Democratic National Convention focus on future of America
August 27, 2008
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Denver — “It is time to take back the country we love,” former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton said in
a highly anticipated speech at the Democratic National Convention, telling her supporters and those of
presumed Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama, “We are on the same team, and none of us can
sit on the sidelines.

“Whether you voted for me or for Barack, the time is now to unite as a single party with a single purpose.
... This is a fight for the future and it is a fight we must win.” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080827095131mnietsua0.5033838.html&distid=ucs

U.S. Election Helping America’s Image Worldwide

Experts offer insights on U.S. public diplomacy efforts

August 26, 2008
Washington - The U.S. presidential race, with “the spectacle of democracy at work,” is a great thing for
America’s image worldwide, and historically has given a boost to U.S. public diplomacy, Nicholas Cull, a
professor of public diplomacy, tells Awerica.gov.
Cull, director of the public diplomacy program at the University of Southern California, says both presumed
presidential nominees, Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain, have mentioned the
possibility of a “radical reform of U.S. public diplomacy, and there are multiple studies in progress to
suggest what this might look like.” ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/200808261256351xeneerg0.679516.html?CP.rss=true

“Lion of the Senate” Calls Democratic Party to Action

Kennedy speaks on opening night in classic style of U.S. political oratory

August 26, 2008
Washington - In the American political process, the rhetoric of national conventions is focused on the
future - new ideas, new directions, new candidates. Yet invariably the success of those messages hinges on
the ability of convention speakers to tap into the shared experiences and shared aspirations of the audience
in the convention hall and in front of television screens across America.
On Monday, on the opening night of the Democratic National Convention, Senator Edward (Ted)
Kennedy of Massachusetts gave the sort of speech that has been the lifeblood of U.S. political conventions
since the days before piped-in music, light shows and slick video presentations. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080826104004abretnuh0.5205957.html&distid=ucs

Opening Night of Democratic Convention Celebrates Obama’s Story

Party leaders, delegates, reporters, lobbyists, onlookers gather in Denver

August 26, 2008
Denver - Thousands of Democratic leaders and delegates began the Democratic National Convention with
a celebration for their party and Senator Barack Obama, the man they will nominate later this week as the
first African-American presidential candidate of a major political party.
“During our national convention, we will demonstrate to all Americans why we need Barack Obama and
Joe Biden in the White House,” Howard Dean, chairman of the Democratic National Committee said as he
called the convention to order the afternoon of August 25. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080826090640hmnietsua0.7708246.html&distid=ucs

New U.S. President Unlikely to Alter U.S. Policy toward Europe

Russia, nuclear weapons are regional focuses for candidates Obama, McCain

August 25, 2008
Washington - Although Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain differ significantly on such
national security issues as Iraq, the two presidential candidates’ positions on Europe fall within the broad
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consensus that historically has marked U.S. policy in the region. Their differences lie in nuance and points
of emphasis. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080825102133delauqsapid0.7446558.html&distid=ucs

Barack Obama Selects Delaware Senator Joe Biden as Running Mate

Long-serving leader brings years of foreign policy experience to ticket
August 25, 2008

Washington - Presumed Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama has selected Delaware Senator
Joe Biden to be his running mate, saying, “Joe won't just make a good vice president - he will make a great
one.”

In a presidential-campaign first, thousands of supporters learned of Obama’s selection via text message -
which was sent at 3 a.m. EDT August 23. The announcement was followed by a joint appearance at a rally
attended by about 30,000 in Springfield, Illinois. Springfield is the capital of Obama’s home state and the
site where he launched his presidential campaign. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080825093820hmnietsua0.4283106.html&distid=ucs

Immigration Remains Important Campaign Issue in United States

Outcome of U.S. presidential race could depend on it
August 20, 2008

Washington - The economy may top pollsters’ lists of critical 2008 U.S. election campaign issues, but
immigration is not far behind. In surveys, it consistently ranks among the top 10 voter concerns.

Where the presumed presidential candidates, Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain, stand
on immigration could determine who wins the 2008 election - partly because many Hispanics, the largest
minority group in the United States, are expected to go to the polls. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080820164517mlenuhret0.9053919.html&distid=ucs

Obama, McCain Compete in Wooing Hispanic Voters

Hispanics’ growing numbers, influence could be decisive in a close election
August 19, 2008

Washington - Hispanics, a rapidly growing segment of the U.S. population, could play a deciding role in a
close presidential election, and campaigns are making enormous efforts to attract those potential voters and
turn them out on Election Day. Efforts range from speeches delivered before major Hispanic organizations,
to creation of new Spanish-language campaign Web sites, to huge budgets for advertising - mainly television
spots - aimed at Hispanic voters. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080819181648rressiehnnad0.1129267. html&distid=ucs

Economics Continues to Dominate Presidential Campaign

Candidates use advertising to criticize each other’s economic plans
August 15, 2008
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Washington - The 2006 midterm elections, in which dissatisfaction with the war in Iraq helped Democrats
gain control of Congress, seemed to indicate that foreign policy would dominate the 2008 campaign. But
that has not been the case, and as Election Day nears it seems the economy will remain the dominant issue
on voters’ minds.

As the number of deaths in Iraq has declined and the coverage of the war by the news media has decreased,
Americans are less concerned about the situation overseas and more concerned about their economic
situation at home. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080815122222hmnietsua0.8663446.html&distid=ucs
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Experts Ponder Why U.S. Presidential Contest Remains Tight

Political scientists unsure how racial factor will affect election

August 13, 2008
Washington - Several factors explain why the 2008 U.S. campaign for president remains close, political
experts tell America.gov.
Conventional wisdom says Barack Obama, the presumed Democratic nominee, should be running well
ahead of John McCain, the presumed Republican nominee, because of polls showing Democrats in general
far ahead of Republicans nationally and because Republican President George Bush has low favorability
ratings with the American electorate.
But Scott de Marchi, a political science professor at Duke University in North Carolina, said the race seems
tight “for a couple of reasons, mostly unrelated to the campaigns” the two candidates are waging. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/200808121745461xeneerg0.7675897.html?CP.rss=true

Congressional Candidates Take Campaigns to Facebook, MySpace
Social networking sites are new frontier in Virginia 2nd's political landscape
August 13, 2008
Washington - Virginia Senate hopefuls Jim Gilmore, 58, and Mark Warner, 53, grew up in a world without
Facebook or MySpace.
They didn't weigh friend requests, post their favorite photos online or leave messages on friends’ walls.
But now, Warner’s Facebook page broadcasts to the world that he’s a fan of Bob Dylan and Star Trek.
Gilmore’s MySpace profile says he’s a Libra and includes birthday wishes from supporters.
It’s all part of campaigning in the digital age. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080812172744hmnietsua0.8840906.html&distid=ucs

Political Cartoonist Herblock Skewered the Powerful oH-0!
Syndicated cartoons influenced public perception of U.S. presidents
August 13, 2008
Washington - To friends and acquaintances, Herbert L. Block (1909-
2001) was an unassuming man with a gentle demeanor, but to U.S.
presidents from the 1930s to the 1990s he was a scourge who wielded
his wit like a blunt instrument, often at their expense.
Block - better known as Herblock, the pen name he used as the United
States’ most prominent political cartoonist for nearly seven decades -
won three Pulitzer Prizes (in 1942, 1954 and 1979) and shared one more
with The Washington Post in 1973 for that newspaper’s coverage of the
Watergate scandal. His sketches served as an indispensable guide to the
political landscape of his day, delighting some readers and infuriating
others. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/arts-

english /2008 /August/20080812183336GL.nesnoM0.9544794.html
In a 1970 cartoon, President Nixon tells his

Journalist Daniel Schorr Says Youth Vote Key to 2008 Election sewer-crawling vice president bow 1o swear their
Alleged news media favoritism to Barack Obama subject of new study  yppomens. (© Ferb Block Foundation)
August 7, 2008
Washington - Record-breaking voter registration by young people will be “one of the big stories” of the
2008 U.S. presidential election, famed journalist Daniel Schorr tells America.gov.
The senior news analyst and commentator for National Public Radio said the youth vote could decide the
election. Polls suggest a majority of young Americans support presumed Democratic nominee Barack
Obama over presumed Republican nominee John McCain. ...
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FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/200808070817331xeneerg0.5736658.html&distid=ucs

2008 Presidential Race Shatters Old Barriers for Candidates
National political scene finally moving past Cold War and Vietnam War eras
August 5, 2008

Washington - In 2008, U.S. politics is moving beyond the influence of the Cold War and Vietnam War eras,
analysts say, adding that this shift and the expected nomination of an African American to the presidency
makes the upcoming election different from previous presidential campaigns.

Carl Pinkele, a politics and government professor at Ohio Wesleyan University, told America.gov that 2008
is likely the last election where a Vietnam War veteran, such as presumed Republican nominee John
McCain, will play the leading role for either major political party. Pinkele added that this probably is also the
first election “without some significant lingering impact of the old Cold War.” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/200808051453521xeneerg0.4588739.html&distid=ucs

Memories of 1968 Democratic Convention Resonate in 2008

Protest, alienation at Chicago meeting changed party’s nomination process
August 4, 2008

Washington - As delegates prepare for the 2008 Democratic Convention in Denver, the backdrop of an
unpopular war and a closely contested presidential nominating contest reminds many political observers of
the 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago.

That convention, marred by controversy and violent protests, changed the way the Democrats choose their
presidential candidate. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080804185251esnamfuak0.1775171.html&distid=ucs

“Pork Barrel” Spending Emerging as Presidential Campaign Issue
Candidates, critics differ on definition of and remedies for the practice
August 1, 2008

San Antonio - The San Antonio River Walk, or Paseo del Rio, is one of the most popular tourist attractions
in Texas.

About 20 million visitors come to San Antonio each year, and most of them take a stroll along the banks of
the scenic stream and patronize its many restaurants, clubs and hotels.

Very few of them realize the River Walk began as a federal government project. The initial grant was
$375,000 from the Depression-era Works Projects Administration in 1938. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/20080801181504Icnirellep0.1261713.html&distid=ucs

United States at “Turning Point” as Voters Go to Polls November 4
Major shifts in U.S. society suggest 2008 election particularly significant
August 1, 2008

Washington - The 2008 U.S. presidential election campaign will reflect dramatic changes in American
society, political analysts tell America.gov.

Iowa State University political science professor Steffen Schmidt said the 2008 vote will be a “watershed,
seriously important election.” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /August/200808011658381xeneerg0.9975702.html&distid=ucs

Candidate McCain Aims to Revitalize U.S. Global Standing
Says foreign policy seeks better, more peaceful world
July 25, 2008
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Washington - The United States needs a foreign policy that can revitalize the country's unique purpose and
standing in the world, defeat the terrorist threat and build an enduring peace, according to Republican
Senator John McCain.

"Our next president will need to rally nations across the wotld around common causes as only America
can," McCain said. He has stated he sees defeating terrorism as the national security challenge of our time
and Iraq as the central front in this continuing struggle. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080725142235dmslahrellek0.8933222.htm1?CP.rss=true

Obama Emphasizes Multilateral U.S. Foreign Policymaking

Illinois senator urges a responsible end to the Iraq war

July 25, 2008
Washington - The United States must bring the Iraq war to a responsible end and renew American
leadership to meet new global challenges and capitalize on new opportunities, Democratic Senator Barack
Obama says.
"America cannot meet this century's challenges alone; the wotld cannot meet them without America,”
Obama says. "Today, we are again called to provide visionary leadership." ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July /20080725162819dmslahrellek0.840069.htm1?CP.rss=true

Surrogates’ Off-Message Remarks Can Hurt Presidential Candidates

Insensitive comments, misstatements, gaffes rock McCain, Obama campaigns

July 24, 2008
Washington — Ill-chosen comments by surrogates for 2008 presidential candidates John McCain and Barack
Obama have rocked both campaigns, political experts tell Awmerica.gov.
Remarks that conflict with or distract from the message candidates are trying to send voters are a recurring
feature of the 2008 presidential race. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July /200807241434291xeneerg0.6752741.htm1?CP.rss=true

John McCain, Barack Obama Debate War Policies

Domestic issues dominate candidates’ discussions with African-American voters

July 17, 2008
Washington - As they campaigned in battleground states and reached out to minority voters, the presidential
candidates seemed eager to prove they are prepared to deal with the lagging economy and ready to handle
challenging security issues as commander in chief.
Speaking in Washington July 15, presumed Democratic nominee Barack Obama said that as president, he
would end the war in Iraq, which “distracts us from every threat we face.” ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July /20080717152046hmnietsua0.4242517 html?CP.rss=true

Presidential Candidates’ Foreign Policy Advisers a Diverse Group

Teams reflect mix of philosophies, backgrounds, approaches

July 17, 2008
Washington - Foreign scholars, journalists and government officials closely monitor the latest foreign policy
pronouncements of American presidential candidates, but they also pay close attention to the candidates’
foreign policy advisers, who can influence strongly the course of a new presidency.
During his presidential campaign, George W. Bush surrounded himself with people experienced in foreign
policy and national security, many with a so-called neoconservative political philosophy.
The 2008 presidential candidates, who have been campaigning since the November 2006 mid-term
elections, built their foreign policy advisory teams as the campaigns progressed. Now, less than four months
from the November elections, they must sharpen the focus of their visions and offer specifics. ...
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FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080717145549dmslahrellek0.6560327.html?CP.rss=true

Presidential Candidates’ Foreign Trips Matter

Political experts analyze reasons for Obama, McCain trips

July 15, 2008
Washington - Foreign trips by U.S. presidential candidates are more significant in 2008 than in previous
American presidential campaigns, several political experts tell Awmserica.gov.
Andrew Bennett, professor of government at Georgetown University, said the trips are particularly
important in this presidential cycle because of the perceived “gap in experience” between the presumed
Republican Party candidate, Arizona Senator John McCain, and his presumed Democratic opponent,
Illinois Senator Barack Obama. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/200807151307481xeneerg0.4912683.htmi&distid=ucs

Process of Selecting Vice President Evolved over Centuries

America’s earliest running mates often competitors rather than partners

July 11, 2008
Washington - Imagine if in the 2008 elections, Americans selected a Democratic president and a Republican
vice president.
With top executives from two different parties, it could be difficult for the White House to present a unified
message and political battles could slow progress. The Founders learned this after watching the process
unfold. ...
FULL TEXT: http:/ /www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080711180349hmnietsua0.1257898.html&distid=ucs

Vice Presidential Candidate a Political and Personal Decision

Presidential candidates consider many factors when choosing a running mate

July 11, 2008
Washington - During the 2008 primaries and caucuses, record numbers of Americans cast ballots for the
presidential nominees. But only one person’s vote matters when vice presidential candidates are being
considered.
U.S. vice presidential candidates are selected by the presidential nominees. The nominee might get help
from others, but ultimately he makes a political and personal decision, Leonard Steinhorn, professor of
communication at American University in Washington, told Awmerica.gov. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080711175003HMnietsuA0.6977503.html&distid=ucs

National Conventions Show Appreciation to Host Cities

Parties sponsor projects to better communities, inspire volunteerism

July 10, 2008
Washington - As part of their national convention activities, the Democratic and Republican parties are
creating and participating in community-setvice projects in their convention host cities.
The Republican National Convention (RNC) launched its American Neighbor Volunteer Program to give
back to the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, and the Democratic National Convention Committee (DNCC) is
sponsoring monthly DNCC Service Days, a community-service initiative for Denver and its suburbs. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080710185218hmnietsua0.7968408.html&distid=ucs

Presidential Spouses Play Important Role in American Politics
Will Cindy McCain or Michelle Obama be the next first lady of the United States?
July 10, 2008
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Washington - One of the highest-profile jobs in U.S. government comes with no official duties, no
paycheck and is awarded based on family connections. But first lady of the United States is a job with
almost limitless possibilities.

During their husband’s terms, Eleanor Roosevelt wrote a daily newspaper column and hosted a weekly
radio program, and Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson promoted environmental conservation. Current first lady
Laura Bush has championed women’s rights and promoted reading programs. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July /20080710170543xkknorb0.3995935.htmi&distid=ucs

Internet Revolutionizes Campaign Fundraising

Successful fundraising efforts appeal to average people online

July 10, 2008
Washington - Electioneering changed in the 2004 presidential campaign when Democratic contender
Howard Dean used the Internet as his staging ground and the public responded by donating time and
money. Four years later, Internet fundraising has leapt ahead, with prospective Democratic presidential
nominee Barack Obama enjoying particular success thanks to Web 2.0 interactive and social networking
tools that enhance online community participation. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July /20080710130812mlenuhret0.6269953.html&distid=ucs

Obama and Clinton Campaign Together To Unify Party

Presumed Republican nominee John McCain touts energy proposals

July 1, 2008
Washington - After months of competing for the presidential nomination, Democrats Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton campaigned together June 27 to display party unity in the town of Unity, New Hampshire.
Clinton encouraged voters interested in seeing the country move in a new direction to support Obama, the
presumed Democratic presidential nominee.
“If you think we need a new course, a new agenda, then vote for Barack Obama,” Clinton said. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /July/20080701121510hmnietsua0.7833063.html&distid=ucs

Democrats Poised to Make Big Gains in Congress, Experts Say

Bleak outlook for congressional Republicans not likely to affect McCain’s race

June 30, 2008
Washington - The ongoing U.S. presidential race still grabs most of the headlines, but many congressional
contests are heating up as well. Months before Election Day, political experts are already predicting big
gains for the Democrats in the U.S Congress.
Among the thousands of U.S. officials to be elected November 4 are all 435 members of the U.S. House of
Representatives and 35 members of the U.S. Senate this year. Political pundits and party members are
watching dozens of highly competitive contests throughout the country. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June/20080630194023hmnietsua4.168338e-02.html&distid=ucs

Race Relations a Factor in 2008 Presidential Election

Obama-McCain contest brings issue of race to the political forefront

June 30, 2008
Washington - Race relations will be a factor in the 2008 presidential election between presumed Democratic
candidate Barack Obama and his presumed Republican opponent, John McCain, several political experts tell
America.gov.
Arizona State University history professor Thomas J. Davis said various public opinion polls show “race
will be a determinative issue for a significant number of voters” in the campaign between Obama, an Illinois
senator who is African American, and McCain, a white senator from Arizona. ...
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FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June /200806301621521xeneerg0.7737543.html&distid=ucs

Many Political Parties Shape U.S. Political Agenda
“Third Party” politics has long history in the United States
June 27, 2008

Viera, Florida - On the surface, there does not seem to be much in common among a teetotaler, a socialist,
a reformer, an environmentalist and a bull moose. But in the U.S. political arena, they symbolize a wide
range of past and present “Third Party” organizations, and have influenced U.S. presidential elections.

Many of the numerous smaller parties or independent candidates have been important factors — by drawing
attention to campaign issues that otherwise may be ignored, by increasing voter turnout and by sending a
message to the major parties by accumulating protest votes. In some cases, political experts argue, a third-
party candidate also can change the outcome of an election. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June /20080627124605abretnuh0.1878321.html&distid=ucs

Democratic Delegates Turn Westward for National Convention

Party will celebrate 100th anniversary of its first convention in Denver
June 23, 2008

Washington — In 1908, Denver hosted the 20th Democratic National Convention where delegates
nominated Williams Jennings Bryan for president. Bryan lost the 1908 presidential race to Republican
nominee William Howard Taft, but Democrats assembling in the city August 25-28 are hoping that their
candidate will fare better in 2008. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June/20080627090107xkknorb0.3469965.html&distid=ucs

Democrat Barack Obama Opts Out of Public Financing

Republican, Democratic candidates battle over terrorism, environment
June 20, 2008

Washington - Presumed Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama will not use public financing to
pay for his general election campaign, making him the first candidate to opt out of the system since it was
created in 1976. This move enables Obama to raise and spend as much money as he chooses.

The public financing system has funneled tens of millions of dollars into presidential campaigns. When
Americans file their annual income tax returns, they are asked if they want to donate $3 to a presidential
election campaign fund. Those donations are then split among the presidential candidates for their general
election campaign use. In 2008, major party candidates are eligible to receive $84 million to use for their
campaigns once they are officially declared their parties’ nominee at national conventions. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.ametrica.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June /20080620183450hmnietsua9.060305e-02.html&distid=ucs

Clinton Concedes, Encourages Supporters to Back Obama
McCain, Obama focus on how they will “change” the United States
June 9, 2008

Washington - New York Senator Hillary Clinton ended her campaign to become the first female U.S.
president June 7, saying she fully supports her Democratic opponent Barack Obama.

In a speech in Washington, Clinton thanked her supporters and encouraged them to support Illinois
Senator Obama, who has enough delegates to be his party's presumed presidential nominee. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /June /20080609120840hmnietsua0.846615.html&distid=ucs

Young Delegates Eager to Cast Presidential Convention Ballots
Convention delegates formally nominate presidential candidates
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May 9, 2008
Washington - In late summer 2008, tens of thousands of people will arrive in Denver for the Democratic
National Convention and Minneapolis-St. Paul for the Republican National Convention.
In attendance will be well-known party leaders from across the United States and famous journalists
reporting for dozens of countries. But those with the most important task at the conventions are ordinary
citizens - delegates selected by their states’ parties and sometimes their states’ voters to nominate their
parties’ candidate for president. None will be paid for participation; most will come at their own expense. ...
FULL TEXT: http:/ /www.america.gov/st/elections08-
english /2008 /May/20080509162318sblebahc0.2108271.html

National Conventions Going Green

Republicans and Democrats seek to make conventions environmentally friendly

April 14, 2008
Washington - Although the 2008 Republican and Democratic national conventions are still months away,
preparations to make them environmentally friendly are well under way.
When tens of thousands of people descend on Denver for the Democratic National Convention August 25-
29 and St. Paul, Minnesota, for the Republican National Convention September 1-4, they will be
participants in the greenest conventions in U.S. history. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-

english /2008 /April /20080414160544hmnietsua0.378689.html

2008 Republican Convention Will Be Second Held in Minneapolis

45,000 people expected to come to Minnesota's "Twin Cities"

February 21, 2008
Washington - The 2008 Republican National Convention, to be held September 1-4 in Minnesota's "T'win
Cities" of St. Paul and Minneapolis, will be the Republican Party’s 39th national convention and the second
such gathering the party has held in Minnesota.
... The 2008 convention will welcome delegates and alternative delegates representing all 50 U.S. states, the
District of Columbia and the U.S. territories of American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.
In all, 45,000 people, including volunteers and members of the media, are expected to attend. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/elections08-
english /2008 /February /20080221120905AKllennoCcM0.1245539.html

ELECTORAL COLLEGE

The Electoral College: How It Works in Contemporary Presidential Elections

CRS Report for Congress, Congressional Research Service/Library of Congtess, updated November 5,

2004
When Americans vote for a President and Vice President, they actually vote for presidential electors, known
collectively as the electoral college. It is these electors, chosen by the people, who elect the chief executive.
The Constitution assigns each state a number of electors equal to the combined total of its Senate and
House of Representatives delegations; at present, the number of electors per state ranges from three to 55,
for a total of 538, a figure which includes three electors for the District of Columbia. Anyone may serve as
an elector, except for Members of Congress, and persons holding offices of “Trust or Profit” under the
Constitution. In each presidential election year, a group (ticket or slate) of candidates for elector is
nominated by political parties and other groups in each state, usually at a state party convention, or by the
party state committee. It is these elector-candidates, rather than the presidential and vice presidential
nominees, for whom the people vote in the election held on Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

FULL TEXT: http://www.usembassy.at/en/download/pdf/electoral college.pdf (pdf)
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Table 1. Electoral Vote Allocation by Jurisdiction, 2004-2008

State Electors State Electors State Electors
Alabama 9 Kentncky g Iovth Dakota 3
Alazka 3 Lomisiana 9 Ohio 20
Arizona 10 Mame 4 Oklzhoma 7
Arkansas & Maryland 10 Oregon 7
Califormnia 35 Massachusetts 12 Pamnsylvama 21
Colorads 9 Michizan 17 Flieda Island 4
Commectiont 7 Mmnescta 10 South Carolina g
Dalavwrare 3 Mlissizsippi 6 South Dakeota 3
Dhstriet of Columbia 3 Missoun 11 Tennessza 11
Flonda 27 MMontana 3 Texas 34
Georgia 15 Mebraska 5 Utah 5
Hawaii 4 Mevada 3 Vermont 3
Idaho 4 Wew Hampshire 4 Virgimia 13
Mhineis 2] Wew Jersay 15 Washington 11
Indiana 11 Mew Mexco 3 West Virginia 5
Towa 7 Wew Tork 31 Wisconsin 10
Kansas & MWeorth Carolina 15 Wyoming 3

(Source: The Electoral College: How It Works in Contemporary Presidential Elections)

Frequently Asked Questions
Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State
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What is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is the group of citizens designated by the states to cast votes for the president and
vice president on behalf of state citizens. The process for selecting electors varies from state to state, but
usually the political patties nominate electors at state party conventions ot by a vote of the patty's central
committee. The voters in each state, by casting votes for president and vice president, choose the electors
on the day of the general election. The Electoral College, not the popular vote, elects the president, but the
two votes are tied closely.

How does the Electoral College elect the president?

The Electoral College system gives each state the same number of electoral votes as it has members of
Congress. The District of Columbia is allocated three electoral votes. There are a total of 538 votes in the
Electoral College; a candidate for president must get 270 to win (a simple majority). All but two states have
a winner-take-all system, in which the candidate who gets the most popular votes in the state is allocated all
of the state's electoral votes.

The electors usually gather in their state capitals in December to cast their votes. The electoral votes are
then sent to Washington, where they are counted in the presence of a joint session of Congtess in January.
If no presidential candidate wins a majority of electoral votes, the 12th Amendment to the Constitution
provides for the presidential election to be decided by the House of Representatives. In such situations, the
House selects the president by majority vote, choosing from the three candidates who received the greatest
number of electoral votes. Each state would cast one vote.

If no vice presidential candidate wins a majority of electoral votes, the Senate selects the vice president by
majority vote, with each senator choosing from the two candidates who received the greatest number of
electoral votes.

FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/pubs-

english /2007 /October/20071009122854hmnietsua7.178903e-03.html
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Electoral College — Frequently Asked Questions
U.S. National Archives & Records Administration

How did the terms "Elector' and "Electoral College" come into usage?

The term "electoral college" does not appear in the Constitution. Article II of the Constitution and the 12th
Amendment refer to "electors," but not to the "electoral college." In the Federalist Papers (No. 68),
Alexander Hamilton refers to the process of selecting the Executive, and refers to "the people of each State
(who) shall choose a number of persons as electors," but he does not use the term "electoral college.”

The founders appropriated the concept of electors from the Holy Roman Empire (962 - 1806). An elector
was one of a number of princes of the various German states within the Holy Roman Empire who had a
right to participate in the election of the German king (who generally was crowned as emperor). The term
"college" (from the Latin collegium), refers to a body of persons that act as a unit, as in the college of
cardinals who advise the Pope and vote in papal elections. In the early 1800's, the term "electoral college"
came into general usage as the unofficial designation for the group of citizens selected to cast votes for
President and Vice President. It was first written into Federal law in 1845, and today the term appears in 3
U.S.C. section 4, in the section heading and in the text as "college of electors.” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-

college/print friendly.html?page=faq content.html&title=NARA%20%7C%20Federal%20Register
%20%7C%20U.%208S.%20Electoral%20College

Has the Electoral College Outlived Its Usefulness?
Article from the ¢Journal “The Long Campaign: U.S. Elections 2008,” published by the Bureau of
International Information Programs/U.S. Depattment of State, October 2007

Two scholars debate the pros and cons of the Electoral College, the system by which each state appoints
electors who choose the U.S. president after the popular vote has been cast. Ross K. Baker makes the case
for retaining the Electoral College as it was established by the U.S. Constitution in 1787. Baker is a
professor of political science at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey. Jamie Raskin presents
the arguments for adapting the Electoral College system to ensure that election results reflect the national
popular vote. Raskin is a Maryland state senator and a professor of constitutional law at American
University in Washington, D.C. He introduced legislation that made Maryland the first state in the country
to join the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. ...

FULL TEXT: http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itdhr /1007 /ijde /usefulness.htm

Distribution of Electoral Votes
Federal Elections Commission
http://www.fec.gov/pages/elecvote.htm

CANDIDATES

Meet the 2008 Presidential Candidates

Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State
http://uspolitics.america.gov/uspolitics/elections /candidates.html

A look at the candidates competing in the upcoming Presidential election

¢ Candidates on the Issues

http:/ /uspolitics.america.gov/uspolitics /elections /issues.html

A quick look at the candidates' views on key issues (e.g. international relations, energy and climate change,
immigration, Iraq, security, trade)

2008 Presidential Candidates

The Washington Post
http:/ /projects.washingtonpost.com/2008-presidential-candidates /
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e The Presidential Candidates
The New York Times
http:/ /politics.nytimes.com/election-guide /2008 /candidates /index.html

e Presidential Candidate Profiles
The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life — Religion & Politics
http://pewforum.org/religion08/

e Candidates’ Websites

John McCain
http://www.johnmccain.com
Barack Obama

http://www.barackobama.com

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES

Commission on Presidential Debates
http://www.debates.org/

The Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD) was established in 1987 to ensure that debates, as a
permanent part of every general election, provide the best possible information to viewers and listeners. Its
primary purpose is to sponsor and produce debates for the United States presidential and vice presidential
candidates and to undertake research and educational activities relating to the debates. The organization,
which is a nonprofit, nonpartisan corporation, sponsored all the presidential debates in 1988, 1992, 1996,
2000 and 2004.
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e Commission on Presidential Debates Announces Moderators, August 5, 2008

... - First presidential debate, Friday, September 26, The University of Mississippi, Oxford, Miss., Jim
Lehrer, Executive Editor and Anchor, The NewsHour, PBS

- Vice presidential debate, Thursday, October 2, Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., Gwen Ifill,
Senior Correspondent, The NewsHour, and Moderator and Managing Editor, Washington Week, PBS

- Second presidential debate (town meeting), Tuesday, October 7, Belmont University, Nashville, Tenn.,
Tom Brokaw, Special Correspondent, NBC News

- Third presidential debate, Wednesday, October 15, Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y., Bob
Schieffer, CBS News Chief Washington Correspondent, and Host, Face the Nation . ..

FULL TEXT: http:/ /www.debates.org/pages/news 111908.html

e Commission on Presidential Debates Announces Sites, Dates, Formats and Candidate
Selection Criteria for 2008 General Election, November 19, 2007

... - First presidential debate: Friday, September 26, University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS

- Vice presidential debate: Thursday, October 2, Washington University in St. Louis, MO

- Second presidential debate: Tuesday, October 7, Belmont University, Nashville, TN

- Third presidential debate: Wednesday, October 15, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY

The two backup sites are Centre College in Danville, KY and Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem,
NC.

The Commission also announced formats for the debates.

All debates will be ninety minutes in length and start at 9:00 p.m. ET.

Each debate will be administered by a single moderator.

The first presidential debate will focus on domestic policy; the third presidential debate will focus on
foreign policy.

The second presidential (town meeting format) debate will include any issues raised by members of that
audience, and the vice presidential debate will include domestic and foreign policy. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.debates.org/pages/news 111907.html
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE

Presidential Campaign Finance
Federal Election Commission:
http:/ /www.fec.gov/DisclosureSearch/mapApp.do

¢ Receipts of 2008 Presidential Campaigns

http:/ /www.fec.gov/press/presssummary.pdf (pdf)

Contributions to All Candidates by State

Campaign Finance: Developments in the 110" Congress

CRS Report for Congress, Congressional Research Service/Library of Congress, September 28, 2007
Recent events suggest continued congressional interest in campaign finance policy.
This report provides an overview and analysis of 110th Congress legislation addressed in hearings or that
has passed at least one chamber. The report also discusses two policy developments: Federal Election
Commission (FEC) nominations and a recent Supreme Court ruling that could affect future political
advertising (Federal Election Commission v. Wisconsin Right to Life, Inc.) As of this writing, approximately 50 bills
devoted largely to campaign finance have been introduced in the 110th Congress, but none have become
law

FULL TEXT: http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/93477.pdf (pdf)

Campaign 2008: Campaign Finance
The Washington Post

http:/ /projects.washingtonpost.com/2008-presidential-candidates /finance /

Campaign Finance
CQ MoneyLine
http://moneyline.cq.com/pml/home.do?MBF=pres

’08 Presidential Fundraising
opensecrets.org
http://www.opensecrets.org/
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Frequently Asked Questions
United States Election Assistance Commission

Q. Why are federal elections held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November?

A. The Tuesday after the first Monday in November was initially established in 1845 (3 U.S.C. 1) for the
appointment of Presidential electors in every fourth year. 2 U.S.C. 7 established this date for electing U.S.
Representatives in every even numbered year in 1875. Finally, 2 U.S.C. 1 established this date as the time
for electing U.S. Senators in 1914.

Why early November?

For much of our history America was a predominantly agrarian society. Law makers therefore took into
account that November was perhaps the most convenient month for farmers and rural workers to be able
to travel to the polls. The fall harvest was over, (remembering that spring was planting time and summer
was taken up with working the fields and tending the crops) but in the majority of the nation the weather
was still mild enough to permit travel over unimproved roads.

Why Tuesday?

Since most residents of rural America had to travel a significant distance to the county seat in order to vote,
Monday was not considered reasonable as many people would need to begin travel on Sunday. This would,
of course, have conflicted with church services and Sunday worship.

Why the first Tuesday after the first Monday?

Lawmakers wanted to prevent election day from falling on the first of November for two reasons.
November 1st is All Saints Day, a holy day of obligation for Roman Catholics. In addition, most merchants
were in the habit of doing their books from the preceding month on the 1st. Congress was apparently
worried that the economic success or failure of the previous month might influence the vote of the
merchants. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.eac.gov/voter/faq/?searchterm=faq

Quick Answers to General Questions
Federal Election Commission

Can non-US citizens contribute?

Foreign nationals are prohibited from making any contributions or expenditures in connection with any
clection in the U.S. Please note, however, that "green card" holders (i.e., individuals lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the U.S.) are not considered foreign nationals and, as a result, may contribute. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.fec.gov/ans/answers general.shtml

Frequently Asked Questions
Bureau of International Information Programs/U.S. Department of State
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Who can vote?

American citizens ages 18 and older can register to vote. To register, voters must meet the residency
requirements of their states, which vary, and comply with voter-registration deadlines....

What are the requirements for running for elected office in the United States?

Each federal elected office has different requirements, which are laid out in Articles I and II of the U.S.
Constitution.

A candidate for president of the United States must be a natural-born citizen of the United States, be at
least 35 years old, and have been a resident of the United States for at least 14 years. A vice president must
meet the same qualifications. Under the 12th Amendment to the Constitution, the vice president cannot be
from the same state as the president. ...

When are primary elections held?

State and local governments determine the dates on which primary elections or caucuses are held. These
dates, and the amount of time between a primary and general election, significantly influence how early
candidates begin campaigning and the choices they make about how and when campaign funds are spent.
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In the run-up to presidential elections, victories in primaries held very early in the election year, such as that
in New Hampshire, can influence the outcome of later state primaries. ...

Why is voter turnout sometimes low in the United States?

Several factors seem to influence voter turnout, which was approximately 41 percent of eligible voters in
2006 and 61 percent in 2004. Many observers believe that current registration laws hinder voter turnout.
The demographic composition of the electorate, long periods of political or economic stability, predictable
outcomes in many races and some candidates’ lack of popular appeal are other factors affecting voter
turnout. Turnout tends to be higher in general elections than in primary elections. Turnout also tends to be

higher in years in which the president is elected than in midterm elections. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.america.gov/st/pubs-

english /2007 /October/20071009122854hmnietsua?7.178903e-03.html

TRIVIA

How Did Republicans Pick the Elephant, and Democrats the Donkey, to Represent Their
Parties?
C-SPAN - Capitol Questions

They didn't pick these labels — they got stuck with them! Their origin as symbols for the parties is attributed
to a political cartoonist, Thomas Nast, who used the donkey and the elephant in cartoons drawn for
Harper's Weekly in the 1870's. Why Nast chose the donkey and the elephant is a pretty complicated story. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.c-span.org/questions /week174.htm

Presidential Quizzes
Grolier Online - The American Presidency
http://ap.grolier.com/quiz

Trivia
President Elect — The Unofficial Homepage of the Electoral College

http://www.presidentelect.org/trivia.html

Just for Fun: Presidential Trivia

National Park Service
... George W. Bush, 43rd President: 2001- Present
First son of a president to become president since John Quincy Adams, son of John Adams. ...
William |. Clinton, 42nd President: 1993-2001
Clinton was the first U.S. Democratic president to win reelection since Franklin D. Roosevelt....
George HW. Bush, 41st President: 1989-1993

Bush is distantly related to Presidents Pierce, Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Ford, and Winston Churchill....

Ronald W. Reagan, 40th President: 1981-1989
At age 69, Ronald Reagan became the oldest person ever elected U.S. president....
FULL TEXT: http:/ /www.nps.gov/pub_aff/pres/trivia.htm

CANDIDATE MATCHING SITES

e The Washington Post — Choose Your Candidate

¢ ABC News: Match-o-Matic
http:/ /abcnews.go.com/Politics /Vote2008 /page?id=3623346
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/interactives/candidatequiz/

¢ USA Today Candidate Match Game

http:/ /www.usatoday.com/news/politics /election2008 /candidate-match-game.htm

e Glassboth — Quiz to help you choose the best 2008 presidential candidate
http://glassbooth.or

¢  WQAD - Select a Candidate 2008 Quiz
http:/ /www.wqad.com/Global/link.asp?1.=259460

¢ VAJoe.com Candidate Calculator
http:/ /www.vajoe.com/candidate calculator.html

MEDIA
o Elections - The Washington Post
http:/ /www.washingtonpost.com -dvn/content/politics /elections
e DPolitics blog: The Fix, by Chris Cilliza
http:/ /blog.washingtonpost.com/thefix

e Election Guide 2008 — The New York Times
http:/ /politics.nytimes.com/election-guide /2008
e Politics blog: The Caucus

http:/ /thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/

e Election Center 2008 — CNN
http:/ /www.chn.com/ELECTION /2008
e Blog: The Situation Room
http://www.cnn.com/CNN /Programs /situation.room/blog/

e Campaigns: White House - CQPolitics

http:/ /www.cqgpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?parm1=6

e Campaign 2008 - C-SPAN

http://www.campaignnetwork.or:

e Campaigns & Elections
http:/ /www.campaignsandelections.com

¢ Election 2008 — NPR (National Public Radio)
http:/ /www.npr.org/templates /topics/topic.php?topicId=1102

o Campaign 2008 — The Hill
http:/ /thehill.com/campaign-2008

o Campaign Tracker 2008 - National [ournal
http:/ /nationaljournal.com/campaigns
¢ Blog: The Hotline on Call

http:/ /hotlineblog.nationaljournal.com/
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e You Choose ’08 — YouTube

http:/ /www.youtube.com/vouchoose

POLLING/ PUBLIC OPINION SITES

¢ Election 2008 — PollingReport.com

http:/ /www.pollingreport.com/2008.htm

e Election 2008 — Gallup
http://www.gallup.com/tag/Election%2b2008.aspx

o Polls — The Washington Post

http://www.washingtonpost.com -dvn/content/politics /polls

o Poll — Los Angeles Times

http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/timespoll /

e CBS News Polls

http://www.cbshews.com/sections /opinion/polls /main500160.shtml

e« ABCNews Polling Unit

http://abcnews.go.com/pollingunit

e Election 2008: Presidential, Senate and House Races — electoral.vote.com
http:/ /www.electoral-vote.com/

e The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
http://people-press.org/

FOREIGN PRESS CENTER BRIEFINGS
(http://fpc.state.gov)

Overview of the Presidential Debates

With Janet Brown, Executive Director, Commission on Presidential Debates

Washington, D.C., August 6, 2008
... MS. BROWN: ... the Commission on Presidential Debates ... is a non-partisan, tax-exempt, not-for-profit
corporation headquartered here in Washington. It was started in 1987. A large part of the reason that it is
formed the way it is is the result of Federal Election Commission law, which governs debate sponsors
during the general election petiod.
There are two kinds of organizations that can sponsor debates during the general election. One is a not-for-
profit, which is what we are. And the other is media organizations, which is what you are. And in either
event, the organization has to have criteria by which to decide who to invite in the debates, which you will
also find on our website if that's of interest to you. These are applied to all of the people who have actually
filed to run as president of the United States with the FEC, not just the major party nominees. So there are
very few FEC requirements, but they are important ones and they largely determine why the Commission
looks the way it does. ...
Yesterday, as some of you may be aware, we announced the moderators for the four debates. They will be
Jim Lehrer of Public Broadcasting who will do the first debate. Gwenn Ifill, his colleague, will do the vice
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presidential debate. Tom Brokaw of NBC is going to do town meeting, and Bob Schieffer of CBS will do
the last presidential debate.

The format is a little different this year. We hope that all of the debates, except for town meeting, will
feature longer time segments given to one question. The moderator will pose a question to the candidate,
the candidates will answer that question, and then the moderator will have the balance of ten minutes to

pursue that topic in conversational style with the candidates. ... I think this will benefit viewers and listeners
in this country and worldwide in understanding, in greater depth, the candidates' positions on important
topics. ...

FULL TRANSCRIPT: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/107977.htm

Presidential Campaign Update: Overview of the Battleground States & The Key Issues
With Kellyanne Conway, President & CEO, The Polling Company, Inc.; Jefrey Pollock, President,
Global Strategy Group

New York, New York, June 24, 2008

.. MR. POLLOCK: ... We've been asked to intro and tell you what we think the electoral map on the
national situation looks like. And I, to be fair, none of us know what the electoral map is going to look like.
We all have a -- somewhat of an understanding of what the swing states ate going to be, but I think there's a
lot of states that people are talking about today that are potentially in play that come 90 days from now and
certainly after both the Democrat and Republican Conventions maybe they fall off the map.

But the states that I am looking at that I think are in play nationally speaking are Florida, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Michigan, Missouri, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Colorado, Iowa, New Mexico, Nevada, New Hampshire.
It's a long list of states, and my list doesn't even include places that some people are talking about, like New
Jetsey for example, or some things I've heard, for example that the Republicans are going to play in
California just to make Obama spend some money maybe. You know, we don't know. But that's where I
see the election right now in terms of state of play. We can talk about it in depth each state if you all want,
but that's where I see it. ...

FULL TRANSCRIPT: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/107518.htm

2008 Elections - The Latest Post-Primary Overview
With Vaughn Ververs, Senior Political Editor, CBS News
Washington, D.C., June 17, 2008

... MR. VERVERS: ... Obviously, you've all watched as the primary campaign between Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton went, you know, 15 rounds. It's sort of like the U.S. Open yesterday, if any of you are golf
fans. You know, with the actual - the extra overtime, and then another overtime it had to keep going, and
you know, we sort of saw the same thing in this primary system.

And as wonderful and as exciting and truly mind-blowing when you kind of step back and look at it and
think for a moment, you know, how we got to the point where we've now nominated - the Democratic
Party has now nominated the first African American to ever be a real contender for the Presidency, the first
one ever nominated from any major party; how close they were to nominating the first woman to be elected
- I think we're not even - we haven't even started to get into the real excitement of this election. So I would
say everybody should hold on to your hats. This thing is probably only going to get a little bit better.

Now, when you're looking - when you step back and look at the big picture and the general dynamics of the
campaign and the electorate, the Democrats have everything going for them. If you were to put down - this
down on paper and really just do a statistical analysis of all the things that they have, some 37 million people
came out and voted in the democratic primaries this year, almost twice as many as 2004. Of course, it did go
a little bit longer, but even in those early contests we saw unprecedented excitement.

On the Republican side, not so much, though. We had maybe a little bit of a bump in the turnout in those
contested early primaries. Of course, once John McCain effectively wrapped up the nomination, that
excitement went away. ...

FULL TRANSCRIPT: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/105997.htm

The 2008 Elections and the Hispanic Vote
With Susan Minushkin, Deputy Director of the Pew Hispanic Center
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Washington, D.C., May 30, 2008
... MS. MINUSHKIN: ... Today I would like to speak with all of you about the Latino vote in these 2008
primary seasons so far, and what we might -- some information to help you think about, going into the
general election season.
First of all, a little demography about Hispanics. How many Hispanics are there? About 46 million in the
United States. That's an estimate, as of 2007. This number has tripled since 1980. And the number of
Hispanics is expected to triple again by 2050. Now, when we say "triple again," it's important to note that
we're taking the Hispanics today and projecting them into the future. So these will be some new immigrants,
but also children and grandchildren of the Hispanics here today. We don't know if they'll identify
themselves as Hispanic or not, but if we take who is here today, how many we expect to come, we will be
looking at a rough tripling of the Hispanic population by 2050. Their share of the population right now,
about 14-some percent, will rise to be about 29 percent of the U.S. population. ...
FULL TRANSCRIPT: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/105433.htm

Election 2008 - The African American Vote

With Hilary O. Shelton, Director of the NAACP's Washington Bureau; and Lorenzo Mortis, Professor

of Political Science, Howard University

Washington, D.C., February 11, 2008
.. MR. SHELTON: ... We are expecting a tremendous turnout. What we have seen thus far, as you look at
the primaries that have taken place and the caucuses is the African American community is mobilized and
actively engaged like never before. That progtression from 2000 to 2004, 2004, even looking at 2006 as a
marker the African American community, and today as we prepare for those in Maryland, D.C. and Virginia
to go to the polls, we're expecting record turnouts to show how committed they are to making sure that this
President is the right President for all their concerns. ...
MR. MORRIS: ... the peculiar role of African Americans in the Democratic party. Ideologically, given the
voting choices of black voters over the years, they have been effectively excluded from the Republican party
since the 1980s in any significant way in terms of the choices expressed by any range of opinion sampling.
So that when it comes to votes in primaties, their votes represent a minimum of a third and in some cases in
some states half of the electorate that is making the choice. Which means that the choices between Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama are choices not just between black and white or man and woman but also
between people who can represent this historically left-leaning range. ...
FULL TRANSCRIPT: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/100247.htm

ARTICLES

(for full text please contact the American Reference Center at: arc@usembassy.at)

The Front-Runner’s Fall

By Joshua Green, A#lantic, September 2008
Hillary Clinton’s campaign was undone by a clash of personalities more toxic than anyone imagined. E-
mails and memos—published here for the first time—reveal the backstabbing and conflicting strategies that
produced an epic meltdown.
FULL TEXT: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc /200809 /hillary-clinton-campaign

Reconcilable Differences

By Ronald Brownstein, A#antic, September 2008
Obama and McCain both say they want to usher in a new, less divisive brand of politics. Which of them has
the better chance? Is bipartisanship still possible?
FULL TEXT: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200809/partisanship

Rhetorical Questions
By James Fallows, A#antic, September 2008
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Who will win the presidential debates? What does each candidate’s use of words say about how he would
govern as president? Can Obama’s rhetorical skills lift him to the heights of Lincoln, FDR, and Reagan—or
will his speechmaking do him in? After watching all 47 () of the primary season’s debates, our
correspondent has the answers—and some harsh criticism for the moderators.

FULL TEXT: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200809/fallows-debates

The 2008 Primaries Elections: What in America's Name Is Going On

By Chatles E. Cook, Jr., The Washington Quarterly, Summer 2008
The article examines the U.S. presidential election and the primary election contests for the Republican and
Democratic party nominations. Both of those campaigns were won by candidates deemed longshots before
the process began in January, 2008, Republican John McCain and Democrat Barack Obama. McCain's
victory is attributed to the overall weakness of his Republican rivals, notably the collapse of the campaign of
Rudy Giuliani. Obama's ability to incorporate several popular themes in U.S. politics, the desire for change
and an ability to transcend partisanship, is held responsible for his defeat of his better-known rival Hillary
Rodham Clinton. The upcoming general election on November 4, 2008 is deemed to be extremely close
between McCain and Obama.

FULL TEXT: http://www.twq.com/08summer/docs/08summer cook.pdf (pdf)

Balancing Act: The Other Wilsonianism

By Peter Beinart, World Affairs, Summer 2008
John McCain has made this much clear: The 2008 election will be about national security. Barack Obama
will discuss the economy, where he has an edge. He will even discuss Iraq, where his position enjoys public
support. But McCain will broaden the discussion to the larger question of how the two candidates see the
world. Today, even as majorities oppose the war in Iraq, polls show that Republicans still maintain the lead
on the broader issue of 'national security.
FULL TEXT: http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org /2008%20-%20Summer/full-Beinart.html

Drawing Power: Though no longer a weekly cartoonist, Feiffer still wields his political pen

By Mary Voelz Chandler, Rocky Mountain News (Denver, CO) August 24, 2008
Jules Feiffer gave up a weekly cartoon strip years ago. But this longtime obsetver of the country's political
and mental health is still busy making images that combine his darkly funny take on modern life with a
languid style that suggests as much as it says.
"I try to figure out a way to comment when the mood moves me," Feiffer said in a recent call from New
York, where he's working on a somewhat-autobiographical musical for Disney and on memoirs to be
published in 2009. "I see my work as a way of explaining what's going on to myself. It's not a polemic or a
lecture or to score points on readers. I just wanted to figure the . . . thing out. I never believed the official
explanation."
What's moving him now - no surprise - is the current political campaign, and so two new images of
Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama are featured in a show of several types of Feiffer work at
Michele Mosko Fine Art. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.rockymountainnews.com/news /2008 /aug/24/though-no-longer-a-
weekly-cartoonist-feiffer-his/

Political Conventions. Have They Outlived Their Usefulness
CQ Researcher, August 8, 2008

The Democrats and Republicans share a fundamental goal for their upcoming national conventions: to
produce scripted television shows that will boost their candidates' prospects in the general election without
showcasing any intra-party squabbling. Under that scenario, convention delegates seem to have nothing to
do but cheer Barack Obama and John McCain, whose nominations were virtually assured before the
conventions began. If the important decisions are made before the conventions begin, ask some politicians,
political scientists and critics in the media, why bother to hold them? Convention supporters argue that the
gatherings ate needed in case a nomination isn't settled beforehand. The conventions also make decisions
about party rules that can affect which candidates get nominated. And conventions are the one time every
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four years when the parties become truly national organizations, with delegates and activists from around
the country mingling face-to-face.

Via Springfield

By Alan Ehrenhalt, Governing, August 2008
Here's something I bet you didn't know: If Barack Obama becomes president, he will have spent more time
serving as a state legislator (eight years) than anyone who has occupied the White House since Abraham
Lincoln. In fact, he will be very close to the all-time record. John Tyler spent nine years in the Virginia
House of Delegates. Nobody else has put in anywhere near that much time in a state legislative body." This
article explains why a U.S. senatot's experience might not trump a state senator's on a presidential
candidate's résumé.

FULL TEXT: http://www.governing.com/articles /0808assess.htm

Line by Punch Line

Interviews by Michael Cavna, The Washington Post, August 3, 2008
As the major-party conventions near, the nation's political cartoonists are still getting a feel for how to
caricature the Men Who Would Be King. Lanky vs. squat, loose vs. stiff - an election takes on a distinctive
coloration when viewed through the eyes of these three Pulitzer Prize-winning artists. For them, after all, it's
not just about a Democratic or Republican ticket; these faces represent their next meal ticket. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/story/2008/08/01/ST2008080102787.html

McCain's Choice

By Derek Chollet and James Goldgeier, National Interest, July/ August 2008
Neoconservatives and realists are battling to set the GOP’s foreign-policy agenda—and the future of
American diplomacy hangs in the balance. Who’s on what side, what does each one want, and what can we
expect if John McCain beats Barack Obama? Inside the struggle for the foreign-policy soul of the
Republican Party.
FULL TEXT: http://www.nationalinterest.org/Article.aspx?id=18692

America Sorts Itself

By Terry Teachout, Commentary, July/August 2008
Huckabee, a Southern Baptist minister turned more-or-less conservative Republican politician, was
appealing to evangelical Christians; Obama, a liberal Democrat who grew up in Indonesia and Hawaii and
attended Columbia University and Harvard Law School, was appealing to secular up-market urbanites. If
cither presidential candidate should do so successfully this year, it will mean that identity politics, in which a
voter's political choices are best understood not as a set of rational responses to external circumstances but
as a near-reflexive manifestation of his group affiliation, has come to dominate the American political
process.
FULL TEXT: http: . ine. viewarticle.cfm /america-sorts-itself-11459

Race and Politics. Will Skin Color Influence the Presidential Election?
CQO Researcher, July 18, 2008

The once unthinkable could happen this November: A black man may win the presidency. When freshman
Illinois Sen. Barack Obama was born in 1961, African-Americans couldn't vote in parts of the United
States. Now, as Obama prepares to accept the Democratic nomination in August, he is running slightly
ahead of his presumptive Republican opponent, Arizona Sen. John McCain, a 71-year-old Vietnam War
hero. First dogged by questions of whether he was "black enough," Obama now faces doubts about
whether racial prejudice will prove a major obstacle to his historic campaign, especially among white
working-class voters. Nonetheless, Obama is likely to benefit from changes in the country's demographic
makeup, which is growing less white as immigration diversifies. At the same time, younger voters are
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showing notably less racial prejudice than older generations. Meanwhile, some top Republicans
acknowledge the GOP needs to appeal to a broader range of voters if McCain is to win.

Imagine a World without Cartoonists
By James Rainey, Los Angeles Times, July 17, 2008

I had already been talking to some of America's best editorial cartoonists about the enduring power of a
single well-drawn image when the New Yorker delivered the proof with megaton force - this week's cover
depicting that closet jihadist, Barack Obama.

Put a turban on the senator from Illinois, dress his wife up in camo and an assault rifle, and you get the
whole country talking. Some folks were outraged at the elite magazine's insensitivity; others thrilled at the
satiric skewering of an absurd myth.

Newspaper publishers and editors take note: Even in that wildly divided audience, no one doubted the
cartoon's power to engage and provoke.

Because cartoonists have such a potent ability to excite, infuriate, perplex and amuse, you would think that
newspapers - struggling to maintain audiences in the Internet Age - might lovingly nurture them.

Instead, cartoonists are disappearing like brunet anchors at Fox News - about a hundred are scratching out
a living today, compared with about double that a couple of decades ago. And this presidential election cycle
has been less engaging for their absence. ...

FULL TEXT: http://articles.latimes.com /2008 /jul /17 /nation/na-onthemedial7

Whose Misperceptions?
By John Mercutio, The National Journal, July 17, 2008

Put me down as one of those people who think the New Yorker magazine cover is hurting Barack Obama.
But not for the reasons that have been widely, and wildly, articulated this week. The satirical cartoon
probably won't give one swing voter second thoughts about the Obamas or the Illinois senatot's
presidential campaign. But his supporters' reaction to it could.

(Forgive me for weighing in at this late juncture on such a well-worn topic of debate among bloggers, cable
talkers and the guy behind you in the grocery store checkout line. Such are the perils of a weekly column. I
promise to try to break new ground.)

Obama's at risk of falling into the same personality straitjacket that, rightly or wrongly, bound Al Gore and
John Kerry. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.nationaljournal.com/njonline/print friendly.php?ID=ps 20080717 5839

Cartoons and Caricatures
By David Reinhard, The Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), July 17, 2008

32

Not funny.

There's Barack and Michelle Obama fist-bumpin' in the Oval Office. He's in Islamic garb - a turban, tunic
and sandals. She's a study in radical chic - Afro, combat fatigues and boots, AK-47 strapped to her back. A
portrait of Osama bin Laden gazes down on the first couple. An American flag burns in the Oval Office
fireplace.

Not funny. Obama's team was spot on in calling The New Yorker cover "tasteless and offensive." John
McCain was right to call it "inappropriate” and "offensive." I'm a big fan of cartoon kicks and giggles and
no fan of either Obama. Barack Obama has serious questions to answer about his past associations
(Jeremiah Wright, Tony Rezko and William Ayers) and Michelle seems full of left-wing resentments about
both her nation ("For the first time in my life I'm proud of my country"), but neither deserves such a loaded
caricature on the cover of a national magazine. Talk about giving aid and comfort to a limited crew of
yahoos in the republic's fever swamps.

And The New Yorker's excuse for its "Politics of Fear" cartoon only added insult to injuty -and unmasked
Obamaland's diseased and paranoid view of those who don't share their beatific vision. ...

FULL TEXT:

http:/ /www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/david reinhard/index.ssf?/base/editorial /12162543

10214090.xml&coll=7
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Why the Obama Cartoon Cover Bombed; Is it funny? Is it true? Is the target worth it?
By Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune, July 16, 2008
I winced. I'm sure that's what The New Yorker's esteemed editor David Remnick expected me to do when 1
saw the Barack and Michelle Obama caricature that everybody's talking about.
Every so often the quiet little liberal-leaning literary and cultural magazine presents a cover that is intended -
like a high-class editorial cartoon - to startle us.
Back in 1993, for example, during a time of high tensions between blacks and Jews, cartoonist Art
Spiegelman raised hackles from some and heartfelt praise from others with a cover that depicted a black
woman kissing an Orthodox Jewish man.
The controversial Obama cover by artist Barry Blitt is just as startling in its image, but not nearly as clear in
its meaning. If a casual observer didn't know that The New Yorker was a liberal literary and cultural magazine,
he or she might easily believe Blitt's drawing was trying to promote the right-wing smears that it intended to
lampoon. ...
FULL TEXT:
:/ /www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/david reinhard/index.ssf?/base/editorial /12162543
10214090.xml&coll=7

If You Can't Take a Joke...; The New Yorker cover of the Obamas is smart political satire

By Tim Rutten, Los Angeles Times, July 16, 2008
The ancient Irish believed that a poet's satire had the power to kill the target of his scorn.
That might even have been true in the sort of traditional society where shame still was an operative
emotion. It's a little harder to believe in the current American context, which is just one of the things that
makes the bipartisan hysteria about this week's New Yorker cover rather difficult to swallow.
Just in case you've missed it, the magazine's cover is a cartoon by veteran illustrator Barry Blitt depicting
Sen. Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, in the Oval Office, presumably after his inauguration as
president. The senator wears Islamic garb, including a turban, while the new first lady sports an Angela
Davis-style Afro and has an AK-47 slung over her back. The couple bumps fists while an American flag
burns in a fireplace whose mantel is topped by a portrait of Osama bin Laden.
Anyone with an ounce of wit and a passing acquaintance with what's been going on during this presidential
campaign will recognize Blitt's illustration as a compendium of the vatious false and defamatory allegations
about the Obamas that have been spread across the Internet in what amounts to the cyber-spatial equivalent
of an old-fashioned whispering campaign: In this fanciful netherworld, the presumptive Democratic
nominee is unpatriotic, a secret Muslim and an appeaser of terrorists, while his wife is an anti-American
harridan whose college thesis advocated black supremacy. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-rutten16-2008jul16,0,4404751.column

When Satire Goes Haywire

By Lynne K. Varner, The Seattle Times, July 16, 2008
The man who, political polls suggest, is feared by some Americans of being a closet Muslim, offered
foreign-policy positions on Iraq and terrorism Tuesday but they were almost eclipsed by a cartoon.
Not just any cartoon but one on the cover of the July 21st New Yorker. The illustration depicts America's
first black couple as fist-bumping, AK-47-toting, flag-burning bin Laden-lovers.
Sen. Barack Obama could not have picked a worse time to talk foreign policy if John McCain were his
scheduler. The presumptive Democratic presidential nominee's pledge to swiftly end the Iraq war and
reshape America's approach to terrorism, nuclear proliferation and energy fell into the cloud of suspicion
whipped up by The New Yorker's attempt at satire.
Polls show the Republican and Democratic contenders just several percentage points apart, so this is no
time for theater of the absurd. This could slice through Obama's aspirations sharper than Jesse Jackson's
imagined castration. ...
FULL TEXT: http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2008053412 lynnel6.html
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Cartoon Riles Democrats; 'New Yorker' Says Cover Was Meant to Mock Attacks on Obama
By Brent Jones, The Baltimore Sun, July 15, 2008

A satirical New Yorker cover cartoon picturing Barack Obama in the Oval Office dressed as a Muslim, his
wife as a terrorist, and a portrait of Osama bin Laden hanging over a fireplace with a burning American flag

elicited angry responses yesterday from the Democrat's presidential campaign and his supporters.

But The New Yorker defended the artist and its cover, which illustrates an article titled "The Politics of Fear,"
as a satirical look at the scare tactics and misinformation being used to derail Obama's campaign. The
magazine noted that two serious articles on the candidate's political education and rise in Chicago

accompany the piece.

"The burning flag, the nationalist-radical and Islamic outfits, the fist-bump, the portrait on the wall? All of
them echo one attack or another. Satire is part of what we do, and it is meant to bring things out into the
open, to hold up a mirror to prejudice, the hateful, and the absurd. And that's the spirit of this cover," a

New Yorker spokesman said in a written statement. ...
FULL TEXT: http:/ /www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/politics /bal-

te.magazine15jull5,0,4906395.story

Satire in Politics: When Does It Go Too Far?
Talk of the Nation, National Public Radio (NPR), July 15, 2008

Barry Blitt's cover of this week's New Yorker shows just about every rumor you've ever heard about Barack
Obama. Only when you open the magazine and turn to the contents page do you see the caption, "The

Politics of Fear."

Both the Obama and McCain campaigns were quick to denounce the cartoon as tasteless. New Yorker editor
David Remnick, meanwhile, has given a number of interviews maintaining that, while satire is sometimes
offensive, the cover lampoons those who believe — and maybe even perpetuate — the rumors about the

presidential nominee and his wife.

Pulitzer Prize-winning political cartoonist Mike Peters, the man behind the Mother Goose and Grimm cartoon
strip, speaks with former New Yorker staff writer and artist Art Spiegelman about whether the magazine's

cover missed the mark and reinforced stereotypes, or if it did its job.
AUDIO CLIP: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=92556059

Closing the Enthusiasm Gap: McCain and Obama, by the Numbers
By Stephen F. Hayes, The Weekly Standard, July 7, 2008

The conventional wisdom, adopted and internalized by many on the McCain campaign, is that McCain must
move to the center to appeal to independents. So that’s largely what he’s done. Immediately after McCain
became the de facto nominee, he toured the country touting his biography. Shortly after that he spent a
week on a trip informally dubbed the ‘Places Republicans Don’t Go’ tour. Not long afterwards, he traveled
to Washington and Oregon talking about global warming. He has launched radio ads explicitly targeting
Hispanics and last month held secret meetings with Hispanic and gay leaders. Twice in recent weeks,
McCain has participated in virtual town halls targeting disaffected Democrats and moderates. One could

reasonably argue that the strategy is working. [...] But it is a strategy that carries considerable risks.
FULL TEXT:
http:/ /www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles /000/000/015/270¢tjcev.asp?pg=1

The Evolution of John McCain
By David Whitford, Fortune, July 7, 2008

This article examines Republican presidential candidate John McCain's plan to fix the economy. How does a
tough, uncompromising former prisoner of war - a self-described maverick who built his political reputation
on straight talk - handle competing demands for limited resources during hard times, meanwhile keeping

the ideologues in his own party at bay?
FULL TEXT:
http://money.cnn.com/2008/06/20/magazines /fortune /Evolution McCain Whitford.fortune
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Redemption Politics

By Ted Widmer, New York Times Magazine, July 6, 2008
The author traces the common ground between Democrats and evangelicals in relation to Barack Obama's
bid for the presidency. He observes that for most of American history, evangelicals were Democrats or their
equivalents, profoundly uncomfortable near the temple of the moneychangers. Among others, he cites
Jefferson who attracted huge numbers of voters simply because his running mate, Aaron Burr, was the
grandson of the great evangelist Jonathan Edwards.
FULL TEXT: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/06/magazine /06wwln-lede-t.html

His Space: How Would Obama’s Success in Online Campaigning Translate into Governing?
By Marc Ambinder, A#antic Monthly, June 2008
America’s politics have regularly been transformed by sudden changes in the way we communicate. And
revolutions in communications technology have always bestowed great gifts on those politicians savvy
enough to grasp their full potential. It is still unclear how far Barack Obama’s talent for online campaigning
will take him. But it’s worth noting that some of the best-known presidents in U.S. history have stood at the
vanguard of past communications revolutions—and that a few have used those revolutions not only to
mobilize voters and reach the White House but also to consolidate power and change the direction of
politics once they got there.
FULL TEXT: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200806/ambinder-obama

America’s Next Chapter

By Gary Hart, The New York Times, June 25, 2008
Former Sen. Gary Hart (D-CO) says the 2008 presidential election represents a new cycle of American
political history. He says Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) should introduce a 'new, expanded, post-cold-war
definition' of national security. He also says the United States must 'transition from a consumer economy to
a producing one,' and says U.S. moral obligations to the environment 'must become paramount.'
FULL TEXT: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/25/opinion/25hart.html

It's not Race, It's Arugula

By Noemie Emery, The Weekly Standard, June 23, 2008
On the way to his rendezvous with destiny, Barack Obama consistently lost white voters, especially of the
Middle and working class, to Hillary Clinton - voters variously known as Appalachians or Reagan
Democrats, rural voters and white ethnics in the industrial states. This article evaluates the sociological and
historical precedents to this year's Democratic Party campaign and concludes that the "race theory" for
Obama's difficulties with white working class voters isn't adequate to explain the phenomenon, nor does it
conform to the known facts about voting in those states.
FULL TEXT:
http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles /000/000/015/215hpooz.asp

It is Vetting Time

By Marc Ambinder, National Journal, June 21, 2008
The history of the selection of modern-day presidential nominees is replete with missteps caused by haste or
by presidential candidates being consumed with political calculations. John McCain and Barack Obama
appear determined to avoid those pitfalls.
FULL TEXT:

http:/ /www.nationaljournal.com/njmagazine/print friendly.php?ID=cs 20080621 9379

Campaign Finance Reform: Have Efforts to Rein in Political Donations Failed?

By Thomas J. Billitteri, CQ Researcher, June 13, 2008
As the 2008 presidential contest continues, the campaign finance system is in upheaval. Six years after
Congtess passed the landmark Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act to help curb the influence of unregulated
"soft" money in politics, the so-called McCain-Feingold law is facing court challenges and petsistent claims
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that it infringes on free-speech rights. Meanwhile, the system of public funding for federal campaigns is
teetering. Presumptive Democratic nominee Barack Obama is poised to be the first major-party presidential
candidate to bypass the system in a general election.

Changing U.S. Electorate: Are Demographic Trends Reshaping U.S. Politics?

CQ Researcher, May 30, 2008
Demographics have played neatly as large a role in this yeat's presidential race as health care, war and the
economy. [...], the Democratic candidate's first order of business will be reuniting party suppotters against
Republican John McCain. Many trends favor Democrats, including increased support among Latinos and
voters under 30. But states that have supported George W. Bush are gaining in population and will gain
electoral votes by 2012. One sign of changing voter dynamics is the white working class, which made up a
majority of all voters not so long ago and is now the key "swing" group of voters. As the American
electorate changes shape, the big question is which party stands to gain the most.

Changing the US Electorate. Are Demographic Trends Reshaping US Politics?

By Alan Greenblatt, CQ Researcher, May 30, 2008
Demographics have played nearly as large a role in this year's presidential race as health care, war and the
economy. The Democratic field has come down to an African-American man dominating voting among
blacks, the young and highly educated voters and a white woman winning older voters, Hispanics and the
white working class. Regardless of whether Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton is the nominee, the
Democratic candidate's first order of business will be reuniting party supporters against Republican John
McCain. Many trends favor Democrats, including increased support among Latinos and voters under 30.

The McCain Doctrines

By Matt Bai, New York Times Magazine, May 18, 2008
Senator John McCain (R-Arizona) is now the prospective nominee for his party's presidential nomination.
Among the many issues in his party's platform, he has made Iraq the battle he has chosen to fight, despite
criticism from members of the Republican Party that such a stand could hurt him and the party in the
November elections. However, in the U.S. Senate, senators are reluctant to impugn one another's motives
or integrity, whatever their disagreements on policy, including strong support or opposition to the Iraqi
conflict.
FULL TEXT: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/18 /magazine /18mccain-t.html

They Cross the Divide

By Claude R. Marx, Politics (Campaigns and Elections), May 2008
This article focuses on U.S. Presidents who crossed party lines and politics in U.S. Congress to work on
their legislatives agenda. President Harry Truman worked with Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Arthur Vanderberg to get Congress to pass the Marshall Plan. President Lyndon Johnson forges
alliances with key Republican leaders, including Republican Senator Everest Dirksen of Illinois. President
Bill Clinton cooperated with Republican House Speaker Newt Gingrich on issues related to budget and
taxation.

Function Follows Form

By Dana H. Allin, Survival, April/May 2008
The author discusses the various views of Obama, Clinton, and McCain about the different political issues.
These issues include foreign policy, Iraq war, and national security. Allin asserts that Obama, like Clinton,
has surrounded himself with 'national security Democrats' - nationalist liberals - and there is indeed every
indication that he is one himself. But when the moment comes to choose between war and peace, between
intervention and restraint, there could be wisdom in choosing restraint. Obama indicates that he might do
so. So, for that matter, if either becomes president, could Clinton or McCain.

Off Target
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By Paul Farhi, American Journalism Review, April/May 2008

The author, a Washington Post reporter, notes that media coverage of the presidential election in today's
accelerated news cycle, with round-the-clock cable television coverage and newspaper journalists having to
write for the Web as well as work on print stories, has resulted in a barrage of superficial reporting, analysis
and forecasting, much of which has turned out to be inaccurate. As established news media are offering
buyouts to expensive, seasoned reporters, younger reporters with less experience are covering the campaign
without the context of having covered several campaigns and without the long view. Farhi writes that
reporters should look beyond the "groupthink” of the political insiders and pose hard questions to the
candidates.

FULL TEXT: http://www.ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4489

The Obama Doctrine
By Spencer Ackerman, The American Prospect, April 2008

Barack Obama is offering the most sweeping liberal foreign-policy critique we've heard from a serious
presidential contender in decades. But will voters buy it?
FULL TEXT: http://www.prospect.org/cs/articlesParticle=the obama doctrine

A 21st Century Campaign
By Ronald Brownstein, National Journal, April 19, 2008

The author examines the many reasons why he believes that the Democratic battle for the presidential
nomination will be remembered as “the first true 21st-century campaign. [...] On virtually every front,
[Barack Obama's and Hillary Clinton's] efforts dwarf those of all previous primary contenders — not to
mention presumptive GOP nominee John McCain. It’s easy to miss the magnitude of the change amid the
ferocity of the Democratic competition. But largely because of their success at organizing supporters
through the Internet, Clinton and, especially, Obama are reaching new heights in raising money, recruiting
volunteers, hiring staff, buying television ads, contacting voters, and generating turnout. They are producing
changes in degree from prior primary campaigns so large that they amount to changes in kind."
Brownstein’s article provides numerous examples of both Barack Obama’s and Hillary Clinton’s successful
campaign techniques.

FULL TEXT:

http://www.nationaljournal.com/njmagazine/cs 20080416 3324.php

New Media as the Message
By Alexis Simendinger, National Journal, April 19, 2008

National Journal staff writer Simendinger describes the Obama campaign's deft use of mainstream media to
attract potential voters to its "offline" campaign network. Using text messaging and e-mail signals to young
voters that Obama understands who they are and they should trust him, says political communications
expert Kathleen Hall Jamison.

The World According to John McCain
By Michael Hirsch, Newsweek, April 7, 2008

He's both the consummate pragmatist and a zealous crusader for causes he feels just. The question is which
America needs now.
FULL TEXT: http://www.newsweek.com/id /129660

The 51st State: The State of Online. Issues for Future Presidents
By Laura Gordon-Murnane, Searcher, April 2008

Not getting all the answers you need from the debates? In her continuing series, Laura Gordon-Murnane
provides websites that outline and dissect the candidates’ views on the big issues, including healthcare, the
economy, national security, the war in Iraq, energy resources, and global warming.

FULL TEXT: http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/apr08/Gordon-Murnane 51stState.pdf (pdf)

“Drawing Comparisons — A Political Cartoonist’s View of the U.S. Presidential Election,” Sept. 3-4, 2008 37
Program brief by the American Reference Center



Cartoonists' Symbols Illustrate Issues and Scandals
By Marylynne Pitz, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 18, 2008

Symbols are some of the strongest weapons that political cartoonists have used over the ages to make a
point with important issues or to lampoon politicians or candidates.

Some symbols last only as long as an issue; others have endured for generations.

The camel (no, not of the cigarette brand) is a classic example of the one-issue symbol. During the early
20th century, this desert creature symbolized the Prohibition Party and its push to ban alcohol
consumption, said V.C. Rogers, a cartoonist for The Independent Weekly in Durham, N.C. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08078/865948-42.stm

The Politics of a Failed Presidency
By Jettrey Bell, The Weekly Standard, March 17, 2008

The success of John McCain's campaign for the White House will depend on how the Republican Party
deals with the unpopularity of the Bush administration, Jeffrey Bell writes. The Republican party hopes to
cast the current administration's policies as an extension of the legacy of Ronald Reagan. Writing from a
conservative perspective, Bell looks at policy throughout the two Bush terms and concludes: "It is thus
essential for McCain and other Republican candidates to point out the violent activities of jihadists all over
the world. [...] Mistakes by Bush or Tony Blair or any other war leader do not make the threat of mass
murder any less real. The global war on terrorism is not a mirage or a bumper sticker, but a necessity. So is
the promotion of democratic values around the world. [...] This is the central argument that must be joined,
and it is an argument not just about the past but about our future and the future of the world. It is an
argument that, for all of our faults, Republicans were born to win."

Political Cartoonists Impact Presidential Races - Throughout history cartoonists' influence has
varied, but the enduring trade lives on
By Dan Gilgoff, U.S. News & World Report, posted February 28, 2008

The drawing that turned Thomas Nast into the most powerful political cartoonist in American history
wasn't the least bit funny. Published in Harper's Weekly in September 1864, it showed a triumphant
Confederate soldier shaking hands with a peg-legged Union veteran as a woman wept over a grave of Union
heroes from a "Useless War." Titled "Compromise with the South," the cattoon blasted the anti-Civil War
peace platform adopted by the Democrats.

Facing Democrat George McClellan in that fall's election, Abraham Lincoln's Republican Patty printed up
millions of copies of Nast's cartoon and distributed them everywhere. Nast's popularity skyrocketed, and his
cartoon was credited with helping turn the tide in favor of Lincoln, who called Nast the Union's "best
recruiting sergeant."” ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/politics /2008 /02 /28 / political-cartoonists-
impact-presidential-races.html

The Obama Effect - His Success Is Challenging the Rules of Race and Politics
By Jay Tolson, U.S. News & World Report, February 25, 2008

"Barack Obama says he stands for a new kind of politics, and many Americans cleatly approve of that
message. So many, in fact, that if the junior U.S. senator from Illinois doesn't win the presidency or even
prevail in what is now a dead-heat run for his party's nomination, his candidacy will still be seen as what
University of New Hampshire historian Harvard Sitkoff calls 'an important moment in Ametican political
history." Important is an understatement. That a black man has mounted so successful a charge upon the
nation's highest political office speaks volumes about changes that have occurred in America even since
Jesse Jackson made his own impressive bids for that office in 1984 and 1988."

The 51st State: The State of Online. Tech Tools for the American Voter and the 2008
Congressional Elections
By Laura Gordon-Murnane, Searcher, February 2008
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Americans will be electing more than a president and vice president come November: 435 House and 33
Senate seats are up for grabs. In Part 2 of her continuing series, Laura Gordon-Murnane recommends sites
for finding biographies, voting records, campaign finance, and more about the nation's congressional
candidates.

FULL TEXT: http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/feb08/Gordon-Murnane 51stState.pdf (pdf)

Mediator, Mobilizer, Or Both

By Ronald Brownstein, National Journal, February 16, 2008
Barack Obama's contrasting skills - as both mediator and mobilizer - could collide if he wins the White
House and has to govern.

Can You Count on These Machines?

By Clive Thompson, New York Times Magazgine, January 6, 2008
"After the 2000 election in the US, counties around the country rushed to buy new computerized voting
machines. But it turns out that these machines may cause problems worse than hanging chads. Indeed, in a
mote sanguine political environment, this level of error might be considered acceptable but in today's highly
partisan and divided country, elections can be decided by unusually slim margins and are bitterly contested.
Thompson discusses whether America is ready for another contested election.”

The Candidates Make Their Case for Black Votes

By Sylvester Monroe and Kevin Chappell, Ebony, January 2008
"How do voters distinguish between Democratic front-runners Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John
Edwards and Bill Richardson? Do they vote for Obama just because he is Black? Ot for Clinton because of
her husband's ongoing popularity among African-Americans? Or do Edwards and Richardson or others in
the field offer real alternatives?" This article discusses the platforms of U.S. presidential candidates which
address African American issues.

Political Bloggers at Newspaper Sites Help Drive 2008 Campaign Coverage?

By Joe Strupp, Editor & Publisher, December 2007
Mainstream news outlets have embraced the Web log, making political blogs key features of campaign
coverage. The author interviews political bloggers from the Los Angeles Times, Reno Gazette-Journal, The Boston
Globe, Chicago Tribune and The Washington Post. They say blogs provide more information sooner, but it’s
demanding work and the results are unpredictable. “It is an online newsreel,” says Michael Tackett of the
Chicago Tribune's “The Swamp,” adding that anything goes: serious reporting comes alongside gossip, trivia
and campaign ad videos. Blogs allow greater freedom and can give a local flavor. “It is like a conversation,
and it does not take as much context as a story because it is for people who know the context,” says the
Reno Gazette Journals Anjeanette Damon. But writing at a fever pitch opens the doors to more editorial slips
and errors. Cross-referencing competitors is new. It is part of Internet culture to feature a “blogroll,” links
to other similar blogs. Blogs also invite readers to post comments. The author maintains that, thanks to
blogs, candidates now receive unprecedented exposure.
FULL TEXT:
http://www.editorandpublisher.com/eandp/search/article display.jsp?vnu content id=10036856
80

Super Donors

By Eliza Newlin Carney, National Journal, December 8, 2007
An analysis done for National Journal by the Center for Responsive Politics identified a select group of
perhaps a dozen lobbyists who each double up with their spouses to give, as a couple, a staggering $150,000
to $200,000 to candidates and political parties per election cycle.
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Obama's Background Better Known than His Issue Positions
Biden Pick a Top Campaign Event
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, August 27, 2008

As Barack Obama prepares to accept the Democratic Party's nomination for president and frame his
campaign message for the fall, many Americans still do not have a clear understanding of where he stands
on the issues. Public awareness of Obama's policy positions has increased modestly over the past month.
Still, fewer than half (48%) know a lot or a fair amount about his foreign policy positions, while 51% say
they know just some or very little. Somewhat more people (56%) know at least a fair amount about
Obama's economic positions, while 44% know just some or very little. ...

FULL TEXT: http://people-press.org/report/447 /obama-mccain-background-issue-positions

It's All Veepstakes All the Time
By Mark Jurkowitz, Associate Director, Project for Excellence in Journalism, August 26, 2008

In a week that culminated with the introduction of Senator Joe Biden as Barack Obama's running mate, the
veepstakes dominated the campaign narrative, shunting other storylines - particularly policy differences - to
the sidelines.

For the week of Aug. 18-24, speculation about Obama's choice - which centered on Biden, Vitrginia
Governor Tom Kaine and Indiana Senator Evan Bayh - accounted for 27% of all campaign news, according
to the Campaign Coverage Index from the Pew Research Centet's Project for Excellence in Journalism.
Reaction to the Biden selection, revealed on Aug. 23, accounted for another 9%. With John McCain
expected to name his running mate on Aug. 29, that buzz - which focused largely on Mitt Romney -
garnered another 5% of the coverage.

In all its incarnations, the veepstakes accounted for 42% of last week's election coverage. No other storyline
came close. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.otg/pubs/936/its-all-veepstakes-all-the-time

A Closer Look at the Parties in 2008
Convention Backgrounder
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, August 22, 2008

As the 2008 conventions approach, the Democratic Party's advantage in patty identification remains as large
as it has been over the past two decades, and the Democratic Party's image remains substantially more
positive than the GOP's. The Democrats have a 13-point lead in party affiliation (51% vs. 38%) among
registered voters, when independents who "lean" to either party are included. Four years ago, the
Democrats held only a slim 47% to 44% lead by this same measure.

This report provides a detailed breakdown of party identification trends from 2004 to 2008, along with
demographic profiles of Democrats and Republicans. These analyses are based on summary data of all
registered voters interviewed by the Pew Research Center in each yeat. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/933/a-closer-look-at-the-parties-in-2008

Party Time: Democrats Primed to Tune into Convention
Interest in Georgia War Spikes
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, August 21, 2008

40

The upcoming Democratic National Convention is generating much more public interest than did the
party's convention four years ago. Fully 59% of Americans say they are interested in following what
happens at the Democratic convention, up from 36% in 2004. Nearly a third (31%) say they are very
interested, while 28% say they are fairly interested in developments from Denver next week.

Roughly half of the public (48%) expresses interest in following this year's Republican National Convention.
This is comparable to interest in the 2004 GOP convention, but significantly higher than 2000, when the
party first selected George W. Bush as its nominee.
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Democrats are especially enthusiastic about their party's convention next week ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/931/news-interest-democratic-convention

Foreign Policy and Political Nominating Conventions

By Joanna Klonsky, Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, August 21, 2008
Every four years, Republican and Democratic delegates gather to appoint presidential nominees and
formulate their party's platform for the general election. Until the middle of the twentieth century,
conventions offered great drama in the choosing of presidential candidates and in some cases, they exposed
intraparty differences over foreign policy and other issues. For the past couple of decades, though, there has
been little suspense over the choice of candidates. The results of the presidential primary contests earlier
this year will likely be confirmed in late August 2008 when the Democratic gathering in Denver nominates
Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL), and the Republican convention in Minneapolis-St. Paul endorses Sen. John
McCain (R-AZ) to be the GOP's presidential standard-bearer. Some experts say the significance of
conventions has decreased in recent years as platforms are increasingly dictated by the campaigns of the
presumptive nominees. Still, conventions have served to draw national attention to candidates and this year
could showcase sharp differences over issues such as the Iraq war, energy expansion, and free trade. ...
FULL TEXT:

http:/ /www.cfr.ot ublication/16992 /foreign policy and political nominating conventions.ht

More Americans Question Religion's Role in Politics

Some Social Conservative Disillusionment

Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, August 21, 2008
Some Americans are having a change of heart about mixing religion and politics. A new survey finds a
narrow majority of the public saying that churches and other houses of worship should keep out of political
matters and not express their views on day-to-day social and political matters. For a decade, majorities of
Americans had voiced support for religious institutions speaking out on such issues.
The new national survey by the Pew Research Center reveals that most of the reconsideration of the
desirability of religious involvement in politics has occurred among conservatives. Four years ago, just 30%
of conservatives believed that churches and other houses of worship should stay out of politics. Today,
50% of conservatives express this view. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewforum.org/docs/?DocID=334

Presidential Race Draws Even

GOP Base Getting Behind McCain

Survey Report, Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, released August 13, 2008
With less than two weeks to go before the start of the presidential nominating conventions, Barack
Obama's lead over John McCain has disappeared. Pew's latest sutvey finds 46% of registered voters saying
they favor or lean to the putative Democratic candidate, while 43% back his likely Republican rival. In late
June, Obama held a comfortable 48%-to-40% margin over McCain, which narrowed in mid-July to 47% to
42%.
Two factors appear to be at play in shifting voter sentiment. First, McCain is garnering more support from
his base - including Republicans and white evangelical Protestants - than he was in June, and he also has
steadily gained backing from white working class voters over this period. Secondly and more generally, the
Arizona senator has made gains on his leadership image. An even greater percentage of voters than in June
now see McCain as the candidate who would use the best judgment in a crisis, and an increasing percentage
see him as the candidate who can get things done. ...
FULL TEXT: http://people-press.org/report/443 /presidential-race-draws-even

Comeback Kids: Clintons Return to Campaign Coverage
By Mark Jurkowitz, Associate Director, Project for Excellence in Journalism, August 12, 2008
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Just one week after John McCain finally generated as much campaign coverage as Barack Obama, the parity
proved to be short-lived.

For the eighth time in nine weeks, the presumptive Democratic nominee substantially outdistanced his
Republican opponent in the competition for exposure, according to PEJ's Campaign Coverage Index.
Obama was a significant or dominant factor in 78% of the campaign coverage from August 4-10 compared
with 53% for McCain. That is almost identical to the 79%-t0-54% lead in quantity of coverage Obama has
accumulated since the general election campaign began in early June. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/922/clinton-news-coverage

Obama Fatigue - 48% Hearing Too Much About Him
McCain's Ads Seen As Negative, Obama's as Positive
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, August 6, 2008

As he has since January, this week, Barack Obama enjoyed much more visibility as far as the public was
concerned than did John McCain. By a margin of 76% to 11% respondents in Pew's weekly News Interest
Index survey named Obama over McCain as the candidate they have heard the most about in recent days.
But the same poll also shows that the Democratic candidate's media dominance may not be working in his
favor. Close to half (48%) of Pew's interviewees went on to say that they have been hearing too much about
Obama lately. And by a slight, but statistically significant margin - 22% to 16% - people say that recently
they have a less rather than more favorable view of the putative Democratic nominee. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/920/obama-fatigue

Spears and Hilton Raise McCain Coverage Even With Obama
By Mark Jurkowitz, Associate Director, Project for Excellence in Journalism, August 5, 2008

For the first time since this general election campaign began in eatly June, Republican John McCain
attracted virtually as much media attention as his Democratic rival last week.

Barack Obama was a significant or dominant factor in 81% of the campaign stories compared with 78% for
McCain, according to PE]J's Campaign Coverage Index for July 28-Aug. 3. That was a high water mark for
McCain in the general election season (his previous best was 62% from June 30-July 6) . And the virtual
dead heat in the race for exposure between the two candidates also marked the first time his weekly
coverage had even been within 10 percentage points of Obama's total. Indeed, in the eight weeks since early
June when the general election contest began, 79% of the stories have significantly featured Obama,
compared with 55% for his Republican rival. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/919/spears-hilton-obama

Foreign Policy Brain Trusts: McCain Advisers
By Robert McMahon, Deputy Editor, Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, updated August 4,
2008
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Sen. John McCain’s (R-AZ) presidential campaign has sought to highlight his diverse foreign policy
experience derived from time as a naval aviator and later service in the U.S. Senate. Throughout the present
campaign, McCain has been the strongest supporter of the U.S. military surge in Iraq. He has portrayed the
Iraq war as a crucial part of a larger struggle against radical Islamic extremism that threatens U.S. security, a
view shared by many top Republicans in Congress and the Bush administration. At the same time, McCain
has broken with many fellow party members on issues such as climate change, immigration, and the need to
ban interrogation methods characterized by many as torture. McCain’s advisers include a wide range of
veteran party strategists and former top policymakers. Media reports have pointed to a tug-of-war for
influence in the campaign between policy pragmatists and a mixture of so-called neoconservatives and
experts regarded as hard-liners over the projection of U.S. power globally. But some experts say such
depictions oversimplify the views held by McCain advisers and underestimate the candidate’s own grasp of
foreign affairs. ...

FULL TEXT:

http://www.cfr.org/publication/16194/foreign policy brain trusts.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublic

ation%2Fpublication list%3Ftype%3Dbackgrounder%26page%3D3
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Obama's Trip a Top Campaign Event for Public

42% Say Campaign Coverage Biased in Favor of Obama

Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, July 31, 2008
Barack Obama's weeklong tour of the Middle East and Europe dominated campaign coverage last week,
and 90% of the public heard at least something about his travels. Obama's trip became one of the biggest
campaign events thus far, with 62% saying they heard a lot about it. The only campaign development more
widely known was Obama's securing the Democratic nomination in June.
Despite all the media attention and the high level of public awareness, only 15% say they learned a great
deal about Obama's approach to foreign policy from hearing or reading about his overseas trip. A third say
they learned some about his foreign policy views, but more than half (52%) say they didn't learn much or
learned nothing at all. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/916/obama-trip-top-campaign-event

Obama's Trip Consumes Coverage

But not all of the coverage was flattering

By Mark Jurkowitz, Associate Director, Project for Excellence in Journalism, July 29, 2008
Barack Obama's July 24 speech to a crowd of about 200,000 in Betlin provided a stattling campaign visual
to punctuate a week of remarkable media attention. A story about the event on CNN.com, complete with
video, quoted the network's European political editor saying Obama "is one of those politicians who
reaches parts other politicians don't reach."
But not all of the coverage last week was flattering. By the time Obama concluded a week-long overseas
tour intended to burnish his geopolitical credentials, some press post-mortems questioned whether
adulation abroad would translate into votes at home and whether the candidate had the specifics to back up
his popularity. And in a reprise of a primary-season burst of introspection, the press devoted significant
attention to whether it was tilting toward the Democrat. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/913/obama-trip-coverage

Latinos Overwhelmingly Support Obama and Democrats in 2008
Obama is doing better among Hispanics who supported Clinton than he is among non-
Hispanic white Clinton supporters
By Mark Hugo Lopez, Associate Director, and Susan Minushkin, Deputy Director, Pew Hispanic
Center, July 24, 2008
Hispanic registered voters support Democrat Barack Obama for president over Republican John McCain by
66% to 23%, according to a nationwide survey of 2,015 Latinos conducted by the Pew Hispanic Center, a
project of the Pew Research Center, from June 9 through July 13, 2008.
The presumptive Democratic nominee's strong showing in this survey represents a sharp reversal in his
fortunes from the primaries, when Obama lost the Latino vote to Hillary Clinton by a nearly two-to-one
ratio, giving rise to speculation in some quarters that Hispanics were disinclined to vote for a black
candidate. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs /908 /obama-latino-voters

Foreign Policy Brain Trusts: Obama's Advisers

By Joanna Klonsky, Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, updated July 21, 2008
Sen. Barack Obama's (D-IL) foreign policy agenda has emphasized multilateralism and reinvigorated
diplomacy to advance U.S. interests. He has pledged to take steps to end the war in Iraq soon after taking
office, to negotiate with the leadership of U.S. adversaries like Iran and Cuba, and to revamp the U.S.
approach to free trade to bolster labor and environmental protections. Obama has attracted as advisers a
number of top foreign policy experts who served under President Bill Clinton. Many of Obama's top
advisers were opposed to the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, although a number of prominent Democrats,
including Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY), supported the action at the time. Obama's advisers generally appear
to agree with his belief that it is "important for the United States not just to talk to its friends but also to
talk to its enemies." ...
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FULL TEXT:
http:/ /www.cfr.org/publication /16188 /foreign policy brain trusts.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublic
ation%2Fpublication list%3Ftype%3Dbackgrounder%26page%3D2

McCain's Lead among Evangelicals Smaller than Bush's in '04
Religiously Unaffiliated Voters Strongly Favor Democratic Candidate
By Allison Pond, Research Associate, Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, July 17, 2008

Republican presidential candidate John McCain has a smaller lead among white evangelical Protestants than
Republican George W. Bush had at a similar point in the 2004 campaign, even though Democratic
presidential candidate Barack Obama has made few inroads into this key constituency. Those who are
unaffiliated with a particular religion, on the other hand, are just as supportive of the Democratic candidate
as they were at this point in the 2004 campaign and are substantially more supportive of Obama than they
were of Democratic candidate Al Gore in June 2000. Meanwhile, a major divide in candidate preference
remains between those who regularly attend worship services and those who seldom or never attend
services. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/905/mccain-evangelicals

Should Women Worry Obama?
By Juliana Menasce Horowitz, Research Associate, Pew Research Center for the People & the Press,
July 17, 2008

Whether female voters, who largely favored Hillary Clinton for the Democratic nomination, will give broad
support to Barack Obama this fall remains a key to the outcome of the election. The latest survey from the
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press finds that Obama is, in fact, performing quite well among
this key voting bloc, largely as the result of his substantial lead among politically independent and younger
women. However, a significant numbers of older women, especially those who backed Clinton for the
Democratic nomination, are not yet ready to throw their support behind Obama. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/902/should-women-worry-obama

18- to 29-year-olds More Likely to Be Liberal and Less Likely to Follow Presidential Campaign
Very Closely, Annenberg Survey Shows
The Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania, July 17, 2008

Young adults 18 to 29 years of age are more likely to describe themselves as liberal in comparison to other
age groups, according to recent data collected by the Annenberg Public Policy Center’s National Annenberg
Election Survey. Thirty-four percent of 18- to 29-year-olds called themselves “liberal” or “very liberal,”
while only 27 percent of 30- to 44-year-olds, 25 percent of 45- to 64-year-olds, and 18 percent of those 65
years and older described themselves the same way.

The youngest cohort of potential voters is also less likely to describe itself as following the 2008 presidential
campaign “very closely” in comparison to older cohorts. While 24 percent of 18- to

29-year-olds said that they are following the campaign very closely, 33 percent of 30- to 44-yearolds,

44 percent of 45- to 64-year-olds, and 48 percent of those 65 years and older stated that they are following
the campaign very closely. ...

FULL TEXT:

http://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.otg/Downloads/Releases /NAES%202008/AgeandIssu

ePositions final.pdf (pdf)

Candidates' Policy Positions Still Not Widely Known
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, July 16, 2008
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While Barack Obama has been the dominant figure in the presidential campaign, both in press coverage and
public visibility, most Americans say they do not know very much about his policy positions. Only 40% say
they know a lot or a fair amount about his positions on foreign policy; 59% say they know just some or very
little.
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These numbers are unchanged from early March. Even among Democrats, just 49% currently know at least
a fair amount about Obama's foreign policy positions, while 50% know just some or very little. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/899/candidates-policy-positions-still-not-widely-
known

Belief that Obama is Muslim is Durable, Bipartisan — but Most Likely to Sway Democratic

Votes

By Michael Dimock, Associate Director, Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, July 15, 2008
The New Yorker magazine's controversial cover has renewed focus on public misperceptions of Sen. Barack
Obama's faith. Despite recurrent media attention to the issue - including extensive coverage of his
association with the controversial Protestant cleric, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright - the incorrect perception that
the Democratic presidential candidate adheres to the Muslim faith or to another non-Christian faith has
remained remarkably constant over the course of the 2008 election campaign. The belief that Obama is
Muslim, however, appears to have virtually no effect on Republican voters - who overwhelmingly support
McCain in any case. But Democrats who share the misperception are significantly less likely to support
Obama. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/898/belief-that-obama-is-muslim-is-bipartisan-but-
most-likely-to-sway-democrats

Gaffe Coverage: Jackson Tops Gramm
By Paul Hitlin, Mahvish Shahid Khan, and Tom Rosenstiel, Project for Excellence in Journalism, July
15, 2008
If the Rev. Jesse Jackson feared his own historic runs at the presidency in 1984 and 1988 were being ignored
this year in coverage of the presumed Democratic nominee Barack Obama, he need worry no longer. But
be careful what you wish for.
Jackson's derogatory remarks about Obama - made while he thought he was off camera and off microphone
while preparing to appear on a Fox News program - was the biggest campaign storyline in the media last
week, according to the Project for Excellence in Journalism's Campaign Coverage Index.
And as the media portrayed the incident, in which Jackson sharply criticized Obama for suggesting that
black men need to take more responsibility for their unwed children, it may well have proven to be a boon
to Obama, not to Jackson. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/897/gaffe-coverage-jackson-tops-gramm

Obama's Black Audience

What Surveys Show About the Attitudes and Priorities of African Americans

By Jodie T. Allen, Senior Editor, Pew Research Center, July 14, 2008
Who is more in touch with the African American public? Presidential aspirant Sen. Barack Obama, who has
called for an expansion of faith-based social service programs and for more responsibility among black men
in caring for their children? Or critics like the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, who was overheard saying that Obama
was "talking down to black people,” a comment he later explained was meant as suggesting that the
candidate should focus more on "racial justice and urban policy and jobs," and University of Maryland
Professor Ronald Walters who remarked that "we're not electing [Obama] to be preacher in chief"? ...
FULL TEXT: http: ewresearch.org/pubs/895/obamas-black-audience

Likely Rise in Voter Turnout Bodes Well for Democrats

McCain's Enthusiasm Gap, Obama's Unity Gap

Survey Report, Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, July 10, 2008
The outlook for the presidential election at mid-year is substantially different than at comparable points in
time in recent campaigns. First, turnout is likely to be higher this fall - perhaps much higher than in
previous elections - as voter interest continues at record levels. Second, as has been the case since the start
of the campaign, Democrats enjoy a substantial engagement advantage over Republicans that may
significantly alter the composition of the November electorate. ...
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FULL TEXT: http: eople-press.org/report/436/obama-mccain-jul

Running on Faith

Study Finds Media Coverage of Religion in Primary Campaign Rivaled That of Race and
Gender Combined

Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, July 10, 2008

As the historic 2008 presidential primary season came to an end, the presumptive Republican and
Democratic nominees faced similar dilemmas. Both Republican Sen. John McCain (Ariz.) and Democratic
Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.) decided to sever ties with controversial religious figures who had been backing
their campaigns.

As the general election campaign got under way, both candidates continued to face questions related to their
religious backgrounds. Obama’s decisions to relinquish his membership with Chicago’s Trinity United
Church of Christ and to sever ties with its controversial former pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah Wright, could
influence voters’ opinions of him, especially since he is a relatively new figure in national politics. And
McCain’s ability to turn out the conservative religious base of his party could be a deciding factor in how he
fares in November. Indeed, religion could be at least as important in the 2008 presidential campaign as it
was in 2000 and 2004. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewforum.org/docs/?DocID=312

Why Vice Presidents Are Important to Governing
By Michael Barone, American Enterprise Institute (AEI), June 27, 2008

The office of the vice-president has long been the buff of the joke - you know the punch line - but as we
await Barack Obama's and John McCain's choices for vice-president we do so with the knowledge that vice
presidents in the last five administrations have been important officers of government. How the vice
presidency has been transformed is an interesting story that takes us from the Founding Fathers to recent
history.

FULL TEXT: http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.28203filter.social/pub_detail.asp

Foreign Policy Brain Trusts: Clinton Advisers
By Toni Johnson, Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, updated June 20, 2008

Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) projects a tough but pragmatic approach to national security issues and an
eagerness to revive what she sees as sagging U.S. credibility in the world. On the campaign trail she has said
she’s unwilling to hold unconditional direct personal talks with Iran's president and wants to renegotiate the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Though Clinton initially supported the Iraq war, she has
since criticized the effort, blamed prewar intelligence failures for misleading Congress, and pledged to
withdraw troops. Clinton touts a foreign policy team of nearly three hundred people, but she has
emphasized her own readiness for the White House based on experience as a senator and First Lady. Many
of her top advisers are familiar foreign policy figures and include former Clinton administration officials,
top former military officials, top officials from other Democratic administrations, and veteran lawmakers.
The list of advisers below, confirmed with the campaign, represents a cross section of the most active
members of the foreign policy team. ...
FULL TEXT:

: brain trusts.html?breadcrumb=%2Fpublic
ation%2Fpublication list%3Ftype%3Dbackgrounder%26page%3D2

More Hear Negative News about Michelle Obama than Cindy McCain
Coverage of the Candidates’ Wives
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, June 18, 2008
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With the major party nominations now settled, the images of the candidates' wives are coming into sharper
focus. While opinions about Cindy McCain and Michelle Obama are mostly positive, Mrs. Obama has
emerged as the more high profile and controversial spouse.
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More Americans have heard a lot about Michelle Obama than about Cindy McCain, and Mrs. Obama has
received much more media coverage than Mrs. McCain. However, somewhat more of those who have
heard about Mrs. Obama say the coverage of her has been mostly negative rather than mostly positive (by
26% to 21%,); by comparison, 31% of those who have heard about Mrs. McCain say coverage of her has
been mostly positive while just 7% say it has been generally negative. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/871/campaign-spouses-public-hears-more-negatives-

about-michelle-than-cindy

Coverage Turns To Issues

By Mark Jurkowitz, Associate Director, Project for Excellence in Journalism, June 18, 2008
In the first official week of the general election, the differences between Barack Obama and John McCain
on issues ranging from the economy to Iraq constituted the media's main campaign narrative. Together, the
debates over several key issues accounted for 29% of the campaign newshole, as measured by PEJ's
Campaign Coverage Index for June 9-15.
Still, a fair amount of attention was also paid to some controversies and gaffes. Led by coverage of the
resignation of Obama's vice-presidential search leader James Johnson, a handful of controversies finished
second behind the issues (at 18%) as a narrative theme last week. Trailing in third place (at 13%) was
coverage of the candidates' efforts to heal the wounds left by the primary battles - particulatly the bruising
Democratic contest. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs /872 /campaign-coverage-turns-to-issues

The Internet and the 2008 Election

By Aaron Smith and Lee Rainie, Pew Internet & American Life Project, June 15, 2008
A record-breaking 46% of Americans have used the internet, email or cell phone text messaging to get news
about the campaign, share their views and mobilize others. A significant number of voters are also using the
internet to gain access to campaign events and primary documents. Online activism using social media has
also grown substantially since the first time we probed this issue during the 2006 midterm elections. Yet
despite the growth in the number of people who are politically engaged online, internet users express some
ambivalence about the role of the internet in the campaign. On one hand, 28% of wired Americans say that
the internet makes them feel more personally connected to the campaign, and 22% say that they would not
be as involved in the campaign if not for the internet. At the same time, however, even larger numbers feel
that the internet magnifies the most extreme viewpoints and is a source of misinformation for many voters.
FULL TEXT: http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP 2008 election.pdf (pdf)

Most Americans See a Black Nominee as Important for Country

Partisan and Racial Divisions over Significance of Obama's Win

Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, June 11, 2008
A solid majority of Americans say it as at least somewhat important to the country that an African American
has won the presidential nomination of a major political party. But there are wide political and racial
divisions over the significance of Barack Obama's history-making achievement.
Overall, 36% of the public says it is very important to the country that an African American won a major
party's nomination, while another 27% see this as somewhat important. A third of Americans say it is either
not too important (15%) or not at all important (18%) that a black candidate has become a major party
nominee. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/866/obamas-nomination-important

Inside Fundraising for the 2008 Party Conventions

The Campaign Finance Institute, web posted June 8, 2008
A new analysis finds that both Democrats and Republicans are using local “host committees” in Denver
and Minneapolis-St. Paul as vehicles for unlimited soft money contributions to their respective 2008 party
conventions. Host committees are expected to pay for as much as 80% of the expenses for the conventions,
which produce the biggest and longest political ads of the presidential campaign. The Federal Election
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Commission and Internal Revenue Service have permitted a vast expansion of host committee fundraising
on the grounds that since these organizations are nonpartisan “charities” or “business leagues,” contributing
to them does not present an issue of potential political corruption or appearance of corruption.

FULL TEXT: http://www.cfinst.org/books reports/conventions/2008Conventions Rptl.pdf (pdf)

Many Say Coverage is Biased in Favor of Obama
Primary Wrapup: Even As Obama Controversies Widely Registered
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, June 5, 2008

Over the course of the primary campaign season greater numbers heard about controversies associated with
Barack Obama than heard about other campaign events. Nonetheless, far more Americans believe that the
press coverage has favored Barack Obama than think it has favored Hillary Clinton.

Nearly four-in-ten (37%) say that in covering the Democratic race, news organizations have been biased
toward Obama while just 8% say they have been biased toward Clinton; 40% say news organizations have
shown no bias in their coverage. Substantial minorities of Republicans (45%) and independents (40%) say
the press has been biased toward Obama; somewhat fewer Democrats (35%) see a pro-Obama bias. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/862/campaign-news-interest

Obama Backers Cool to Clinton as Running Mate
But "Dream Ticket" Draws Support from Key Democratic Blocs
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, June 4, 2008

On the morning after Barack Obama's historic nomination victory, attention has quickly turned to the
question of possible running mates - specifically whether Obama and Hillary Clinton will join forces in a so-
called "Dream Ticket."

In a survey conducted in late May (May 21-25), a majority of Democratic and Democratic-leaning voters
(53%) said they would like to see Obama choose Clinton as his running mate. However, Obama supporters
viewed a possible Obama-Clinton pairing as anything but a dream. Fully 54% said they did not want to see
Obama choose Clinton as his running mate while 37% said they did. Clinton supporters, not surprisingly,
were much more open to the idea - 76% said they would like to see Obama to choose Clinton as his
running mate. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/860/obama-clinton-ticket

Hispanics in the 2008 Election: Puerto Rico
Pew Hispanic Center, May 29, 2008

On Sunday June 1, 2008, Puerto Rico will hold an open Democratic presidential primary contest. More than
3.9 million people reside in Puerto Rico and 2.8 million of them are eligible to vote. As of May 2, 2008,
according to the government of Puerto Rico, 2.37 million Puerto Rican residents were registered to vote.
This fact sheet provides key demographic information on eligible voters in Puerto Rico and compares them
with eligible Latino voters and all eligible voters in the United States. All data is from the Census Bureau's
2006 American Community Survey. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/855/puerto-rico-primary

Greater Coverage of McCain, But Public Still Focused on Obama
Most Expect Gas Prices To Reach $5 a Gallon or More
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, May 28, 2008
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Despite a significant increase in news coverage of John McCain last week, Barack Obama remained by far
the most visible candidate in the eyes of the public. Fully half of the public said Obama was the candidate
they had heard the most about in the news recently, while only 8% said they had heard the most about the
presumptive GOP nominee.

McCain was featured prominently in 41% of all campaign news last week, according to the Project for
Excellence in Journalism's Campaign Coverage Index. That is still significantly less than the amount of
coverage devoted to Obama - 62% of the campaign newshole - but is more coverage than McCain has
received in any week since Februaty's Super Tuesday primaries. ...
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Foreign Policy and the 2008 Presidential Nominating Campaigns

By Toni Johnson, Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, updated May 12, 2008
Voters in nearly all US. states participating in the 2008 party nominating races have placed economic
concerns ahead of the war in Iraq and national security. After the economy, the importance voters have
attached to foreign policy issues is a mixed picture, according to a range of exit polls and other opinion
surveys. On the economic front, the races do not appear to be focused solely on domestic concerns. Voters
on the campaign trail, especially in traditional manufacturing states, have signaled negativity toward free
trade and globalization, linking them to a loss of higher-paying jobs as well as an influx in illegal immigrants.
It has been difficult to link this sentiment to voting patterns. After the economy, Republicans have tended
to split on whether immigration or the Iraq war is more important, while Democrats seem more focused on
concerns about the war. ...
FULL TEXT:
http://www.cfr.org/publication /15456 /foreign policy and the 2008 presidential nominating ca
mpaigns.html?breadcrumb=%_2Fpublication%2Fpublication list%3Ftype%3Dbackgrounder%26pa

ge%3D2

The Case for Keeping the Electoral College

By Walter Berns, American Enterprise Institute (AEI), April 7, 2008
Debate over whether to keep the Electoral College or move to a system of direct popular election of the
president is a hardy perennial of the presidential election season. In this article, the eminent constitutional
scholar Walter Berns reminds us of the arguments in favor of the Electoral College and dissects the
proposals of those who would nullify it without having to abolish it. ...
FULL TEXT: http://www.aei.org/publications /pubID.27766/pub _detail.asp

Robo-Calls Now Top Type of Campaign Outreach

Wealthy Democratic Donors Now Outnumber Wealthy GOP Donors

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, April 3, 2008
As Congtress considers a proposal to put restrictions on pre-recorded campaign calls, or "robo-calls," the
frequency of such calls is increasing. Overall, 39% of voters say they have received a pre-recorded call about
the campaign, up from 25% in November.
In states that have already held a primary or caucus, fully 44% of voters have received robo-calls. In states,
that have not yet held their election or caucus, just 16% of voters have gotten recorded calls.
The use of robo-calls appears to be very much a bipartisan campaign practice. ...
FULL TEXT: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/785/robo-calls-election-2008

Internet as Political Information Tool Popular, But Television Still Dominates, Annenberg
Survey Finds
The Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania, March 28, 2008
Despite the popularity of the Internet during this campaign season, television remains the top source among
all age groups for obtaining information about the 2008 presidential campaign, according to data released
today by the National Annenberg Election Survey of the University of Pennsylvania.
Most adults (89%) say they get information about the presidential race from broadcast or cable television.
The numbers are similar regardless of age and education levels for broadcast and cable as a source of
information. ...
FULL TEXT:
http://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/Downloads/Releases /NAES%202008 /NewsConsu
mptionMARCH 28 2008.pdf (pdf)

Americans Following Presidential Campaign More Closely Than In 2004, Annenberg Data
Show
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The Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania, March 24, 2008

Americans are following the 2008 presidential campaign more closely than they did in 2004, according to
data released today by the National Annenberg Election Survey of the University of Pennsylvania. The level
of interest in the campaign has remained high throughout the campaign season among all ideological
segments of the population, Democrats, Republicans, and independents.

More than three-quarters of adults in the United States (78%) report following the 2008 presidential
campaign “very closely” or “somewhat closely.” When asked a comparable question in 2004, 57% of adults
reported following the Democratic primary “very closely” or “somewhat closely.” ...

FULL TEXT:

http://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/Downloads/Releases /NAES%202008 / CloselyFollo

wingFINATL march242008.pdf (pdf)

How and When Experience in a President Counts
By Chatles O. Jones, Issues in Governance Studies #12, The Brookings Institution, March 2008

Experience has become a dominant issue in the 2008 presidential campaign. Initially thought to be an open
contest, the range and types of candidate experience have varied substantially: sitting and former senators,
representatives and governors, and a former mayor and first lady. At this writing the campaign has
narrowed to three candidates: Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton in a tight race for the Democratic
nomination; John McCain having secured the Republican nomination.

The contrast in Washington-based experience among these three is striking. McCain leads in elective service
with four years in the House of Representatives and just over 20 years in the Senate. Clinton is in her eighth
year in the Senate; Obama in his third year.

Experience prior to elective government service in Washington has also been identified as relevant for
accrediting candidacies. ...

Each of these rationales for candidacy and election has strengths and weaknesses. ...

FULL TEXT:

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers /2008/03 presidency jones/03 presidenc

jones.pdf (pdf)

The Hispanic Vote in the 2008 Democratic Presidential Primaries
By Susan Minushkin and Mark Hugo Lopez, Pew Hispanic Center, updated March 7, 2008

Hispanics have emerged as a potentially pivotal constituency in the battle between Senators Hillary Clinton
and Barack Obama for the Democratic presidential nomination. This report examines the turnout,
demographic characteristics, opinions and voting patterns of the Hispanic electorate in Democratic
primaries and caucuses held so far in 2008. Where possible, it draws comparisons and contrasts between
Latino, black and white voting patterns. It also compares Latino turnout in 2008 with turnout in 2004. The
report is based on an analysis of Super Tuesday exit polling data about Hispanics that the Pew Hispanic
Center received on a contractual basis from Edison Media Research and Mitofsky International, the firm
that conducts exit poll surveys for the National Election Pool, a national consortium of media
organizations. It also contains analysis of publicly available exit poll data for the Texas primary. ...

FULL TEXT: http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=86

Some Historical Analogies to the 2008 Election
Interview with Walter Russell Mead, Henry A. Kissinger Senior Fellow for U.S. Foreign Policy, Council
on Foreign Relations, February 6, 2008

50

Walter Russell Mead, an award-winning historian and CFR senior fellow, says the U.S. electorate today can
be compared to the public during the Cold War era, when security concerns were ever present but in the
background to domestic issues. He says presidential candidates viewed as dovish fared poorly in the Cold
War years, and that Democratic front-runners Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton are carefully measuring
their Iraq war policies, despite pledging a troop drawdown. ...

FULL TEXT: http://www.cfr.org/publication/15431/mead.html
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Race, Ethnicity and Campaign 08

People...Can We All Get Along?

By Paul Taylor, Executive Vice President, Pew Research Center, January 17, 2008
Race, ethnicity and politics can sometimes make for a volatile mix, as the presidential field of 2008 has
begun to discover. But in the world beyond politics, race relations in this country are on a pretty even keel.
So say the real experts - the people themselves.
A major Pew Research survey of racial attitudes taken this past fall found that whites, blacks and Hispanics
all have generally favorable opinions of one another and all tend to see inter-group relations in a more
positive than negative light. There are some differences in these attitudes by race, ethnicity, age, social-
economic status and geography - but these tend to be small. The overall portrait of race relations is one of
moderation, stability and modest progress. ...
Full Text: http://pewresearch.org/pubs/694/race-ethnicity-and-campaign-08

Internet's Broader Role in Campaign 2008

Social Networking and Online Videos Take Off

Survey Report, The Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, released January 11, 2008
The internet is living up to its potential as a major source for news about the presidential campaign. Nearly
a quarter of Americans (24%) say they regularly learn something about the campaign from the internet,
almost the double the percentage from a comparable point in the 2004 campaign (13%).
Moreover, the internet has now become a leading source of campaign news for young people and the role
of social networking sites such as MySpace and Facebook is a notable part of the story. Fully 42% of those
ages 18 to 29 say they regulatly learn about the campaign from the internet, the highest percentage for any
news source. In January 2004, just 20% of young people said they routinely got campaign news from the
internet. ...
FULL TEXT: http://people-press.org/reports/display.php3?ReportID=384

USEFUL LINKS

e Elections ... the American Way - The Library of Congress
http:/ /memotry.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/election/home.html

e 2008 Presidential Election — U.S. National Archives and Records Administration
http:/ /www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college /2008 /

o Presidential Elections — The American Presidency Project/ University of California, Santa
Barbara
http:/ /www.presidency.ucsb.edu/elections.php

o HarpWeek: The Presidential Elections 1860-1912 — Cartoons from Harper’s Weekly and Other
Leading Journals
http://elections.harpweek.com/

e Presidency 2008 - Politics1
http://www.politicsl.com/p2008.htm

e DPresidential Election - Project Vote Smart
http://www.vote-smart.org/election president.php

e electionline.org
http:/ /www.electionline.org/
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http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/features/election/home.html
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/2008/

¢ The Green Papers

http:/ /www.thegreenpapers.com

e Atlas of U.S. Presidential Elections
http:/ /www.uselectionatlas.org/

¢ Democracy in Action: P2008 - The Race for the White House
http://www.gwu.edu/~action/P2008.html

e The Cook Political Report
http:/ /www.cookpolitical.com/

e League of Women Voters
http://www.lwv.org

e FairVote — The Center for Voting and Democracy
http://www.fairvote.org/
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http://elections.harpweek.com/
http://www.politics1.com/p2008.htm
http://www.vote-smart.org/election_president.php
http://www.electionline.org/

Please visit the homepage of the U.S. Embassy Vienna,
Austria at: http:/ /www.usembassy.at

L. ST EMBasey Vienne =
i~ L ITE] d A

The program page on “Drawing Comparisons — A Political Cartoonist’s
View of the U.S. Presidential Election” will be available at:
http://www.usembassy.at/en/embassy/photo/lowe.htm

Information about the services and resources of the American Reference
Center is available at:
http://www.usembassy.at/en/embassy/arc.htm

This program brief was prepared by the American Reference Center.

For your convenience all links included in this brief are hypetlinked.

The brief will be made available on the program page at
http://www.usembassy.at/en/embassy/photo/lowe.htm. For printouts of items referred to in this
btief ot for any additional information please contact the American Reference Center at: arc(@usembassy.at.
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