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The original purpose of the Platform for Cooperative Security was to foster a “culture of 
cooperation” among European security organizations and institutions that share the OSCE’s 
principles and comprehensive approach to security. The Platform is intentionally informal and 
non-hierarchical in nature, and it eschews any type of permanent division of labor between 
organizations. It provides a flexible framework for cooperation of mutually reinforcing security 
institutions, which obviates the need to conclude individual cooperation agreements between the 
OSCE and other organizations. Cooperation and coordination with a wide range of organizations 
is already well-established at all levels, and is driven by operational needs and interests, 
demonstrating the value and validity of the Platform as a framework. 

The United States has always been a strong supporter of OSCE cooperation and coordination 
with other organizations and institutions. We will continue to support joint activities that provide 
a true benefit to the OSCE and the participating States. In particular, we see scope for various 
organizations to work on the same issues, each within its own mandate, to address crises such as 
the one in Kyrgyzstan earlier this year, or to support implementation of global agenda items such 
as counterterrorism, UNSCR 1540, and the protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

We believe that there is scope, however, for improving the OSCE’s cooperation with sub-
regional organizations.  In the past, thematic meetings of sub-regional organizations were held 
under the OSCE umbrella on topics such as counterterrorism and trafficking-in-persons. 

The United States proposes that the OSCE consider hosting another such thematic meeting of 
sub-regional organizations to exchange experience and develop a coordinated, comprehensive 
approach to supporting resolution of the protracted conflicts, particularly on Track I and Track II 
diplomacy.  Such a meeting would support the OSCE’s conflict resolution efforts by directing 
additional attention and resources to areas of concern and by ensuring that other organizations’ 
activities complement existing conflict resolution efforts. We believe that this meeting would be 
in harmony with other proposals made previously in the framework of the Corfu Process. 

One of the best ways to improve cooperation and coordination among various organizations 
would be to improve coordination within capitals – the offices dealing with OSCE issues should 
be aware of relevant events and developments in the Council of Europe, the EU, and NATO. 
Internal coordination would go a long way toward improving external cooperation.  


