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Security Message to U.S. Citizens—Crime Increase in Asuncion 
U.S. Embassy Asuncion, Paraguay 
 
The Paraguayan National Police and other sources report an increase in assaults, 
robberies, and vehicle break-ins in the following areas of Asuncion:  Shopping del Sol, 
Shopping Mariscal Lopez, Paseo de Carmelitas (TGIF restaurant), and Mercado de 
Abasto.    
 
The method of criminals in Paraguay often involves thieves taking advantage of people 
when they are distracted.  Accordingly, it is recommended you avoid using cell phones 
or any electronic device in public.  It is also recommended you carry only those 
valuables or documents you know you need to minimize your losses in the event you do 
become the victim of a crime.   
 
There have been reports of victims being assaulted by one or two individuals operating 
a motorcycle, wearing helmets and brandishing weapons.  To avoid becoming a victim, 
always be aware of your surroundings and avoid walking alone, especially at night and 
on streets with poor lighting.  If you are a victim of a crime, don’t resist.  It’s safer to be 
non-confrontational and give up your belongings. 
 
Leaving bags, briefcases, laptops or any other item visible inside the car can attract 
thieves looking for vehicles to break into.  The following recommendations will assist in 
lessening the likelihood and impact of vehicle break-ins, both when parked and while 
driving: 
 

 Check your vehicle every time you close your door.  If something is visible from 
the outside, take it with you – into the mall, the store, the restaurant, wherever.  
Although slightly inconvenient, you cannot leave it in your vehicle or it may be  
stolen. 

 
 While in the car driving, keep all purses, shopping bags, backpacks, phones, etc. 

underneath the seats, or tucked away in a compartment. 
 

 If you prefer, stop by your residence or leave items at your office if you know you 
will be leaving your car unattended. 
 

 Park in well-lit areas with high traffic and/or park in parking lots with a security 
guard.   
 

 Be alert to your surroundings when stopped at traffic lights, in traffic, stop signs, 
or intersections. 
 

Most importantly, be alert at all times and do not leave any items in your car visible from 
the outside, no matter how inconsequential.   
 
 
You can stay in touch and get Embassy updates by checking the Embassy Asuncion 
website.  Up-to-date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-
4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or, for callers outside the United States 
and Canada, by calling the regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are 
available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except 



U.S. federal holidays). 
 
U.S. citizens who travel to or reside in Paraguay are encouraged to enroll in the State 
Department's Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP).  U.S. citizens without internet 
access may enroll directly with the U.S. Embassy in Asuncion.  By enrolling, you make it 
easier for the U.S. Embassy to contact you in case of an emergency.  Stay up to date 
by bookmarking our Bureau of Consular Affairs website, which contains the current 
Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as the Worldwide Caution.  Follow us on 
Twitter and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on Facebook.  You can also download 
our free Smart Traveler iPhone App to have travel information at your fingertips. 
 
U.S. Embassy Asuncion contact information: 
Tel: 011-595 21-213-715, 
After-hours 011-595 21-213-715 extension 2210 
Fax: 595-21-228-603 
E-mail: ParaguayACS@state.gov 
 
The U.S. Embassy also encourages U.S. citizens to review "A Safe Trip Abroad," which 
includes valuable security information for those both living and traveling abroad.  
 
 
 


