Embassy of the United States of America

Vientiane, Laos
Consular Section

December 23, 2008

NOTICE: NEW REGULATIONS FOR TEMPORARY R1
RELIGIOUS WORKERS; APPROVED FORM 1-129 NOW
REQUIRED

New regulations published by the Department of Homeland Security
require that sponsoring employers must file a Form 1-129 Petition for
Alien Worker for all aliens for whom R-1 nonimmigrant status is sought.
Self-petitions will not be accepted. Effective December 1, 2008, no R-1
nonimmigrant visa may be issued to an alien who is not the beneficiary
of an approved 1-129 visa petition for R-1 classification filed by the
employer (the sponsoring temple in the U.S). More information on how
a temple in the US can file a form 1-129 may be found at
www.uscis.gov. The Form 1-129 cannot be filed at the U.S. Embassy in
Laos.
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