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Mr. Charge’ d’Affaires and Mrs. Eric Wong
Excellences,
Fellow Americans

Ladies and Gentlemen

Thank you for joining me tonight and for giving me this chance to say thank you and good bye to my
friends and colleagues.

As | prepare to leave Madagascar next week,
1 am filled with a sense of thanks and joy because of my good fortune.

| am humbled to have been given the opportunity to lead the USAID Mission over the past four and

a half years.

My work here in Madagascar has enriched my life.

I have enjoyed immensely my work and my extensive travels to the four corners of this beautiful,
unique, and diverse country.

| have met and worked with interesting, talented, and passionate people.

I have had the had the satisfying and fulfilling challenge of managing $300 million in humanitarian
assistance

and overseeing the work of our expanded USAID team of close to 2000 people across the nation.

Our resources have been used well and efficiently to reduce malnutrition, iliness, and death among
millions of Madagascar’s poorest people.

I am delighted to have been involved in USAID’s success in providing emergency assistance to combat
droughts, overcome cyclone damage, and control locus infestations

and the steps we have taken to strengthen Madagascar’s capacity to withstand and recover from
natural disasters.



| am proud of the work we have done and our success in helping people.

Not only do | have the satisfaction of a job well done,

my work in Madagascar has inspired me and strengthened my faith and confidence in the capacity of
people to do good, to care about, and to help their follow man.

The USAID program has been blessed with an extraordinary network of partners, including international
and local Non-Governmental organizations and private firms. Our implementing partners have been
highly successful in recruiting and maintaining passionate, dedicated, and courageous employees.
They have been resourceful and determined in overcoming difficult challenges in bring life-saving

and life enhancing services to the most remote areas of Madagascar.

Their efforts and assistance have been warmly welcomed by the Malagasy beneficiaries.

But most of all, | have been inspired by the thousands of Malagasy citizens

who have helped USAID carry out its work.

This includes over 12, 000 volunteer community workers

and thousands of household members and individuals involved in our food for work programs

who have given their time, energy, and resources to our joint effort to improve the quality of life in
Madagascar.

| want to recognize the commitment, dedication, and hard work of millions of Malagasy people
who are our partners as well as the beneficiaries our assistance.

Under the USAID funded activities, there have been countless positive examples of good governance,
local ownership,

motivation, and unselfishness.
Our Malagasy partners have welcomed and embraced the opportunity to assume responsibility for their
lives

and to ensure sure that USAID resources are used efficiently and make a difference.



These small successes and concrete commitments by Malagasy people
to their families and communities have given me, the USAID Mission, and the US Government hope

and encouraged us to stay the course and do our best to honor and reciprocate their efforts and
sacrifices.

| salute these silent and invisible Malagasy heroes, who are the backbone of the country and the key its
future.

As | look at Madagascar’s troubled past and its future challenges, | see hope and promise.
While there have been frustrating moments and disappointments over the past four years,
there is one thing that we have all done well,

both Madagascar as a nation and the international community.

Throughout the crisis period, we remained engaged.

We never abandoned Madagascar.

We never stopped talking, stopped looking for a way forward,

or stopped exploring alternative approaches. Nobody gave up and walked away.

Political leaders, civil society leaders, religious leaders, the multinational organizations, and the
international community all stayed engaged,

no matter how confrontational their dialogues and encounters were.

They kept talking.

As a result, Madagascar today has its best chance since the 2009 coup d’état to hold democratic
elections

and return to its position as a full, honorable, and credible member of the international community.

| think we owe this significant progress and turn of events to our mutual and unwavering commitment
to not abandon Madagascar

and to keep looking for just and sustainable a way forward.

With this insight,



I have every reason to believe that Madagascar will soon emerge from its long crisis
and will once again find itself on the road to prosperity.
To do so, not only must it remain engaged with all of its partners,

Madagascar and its partners should enhance their commitment to work together, to pursue inclusive
policies, and to expand and depend the involvement of the international community

and a broad cross section of Madagascar’s society as the nation seeks peace, prosperity, and stability.
Itis clear to me,

and | hope it is increasingly clear to those who will decide Madagascar’s future,

that in our shrinking world, no nation, no matter how big, how rich, or how powerful

can achieve lasting peace, prosperity, and stability in isolation.

We are one world and our destinies are undeniably linked together. Our connectedness is a source of
strengthen that should be embraced and exploited, not feared or denied.

In conclusion, let me say that over the past four years and half years,
| have learned to love Madagascar and its people.

They will be forever a part of who | am.

| thank Madagascar for the many gifts that it has given me,

and my memories of my wonderful stay in this extraordinary country

will always be a source of pleasure, encouragement, and hope.

Thank you.

Rudolph Thomas



