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s Consul General, | introduce this booklet
ﬁ with great pleasure. A year ago, the U.S.
Consulate General in Chennai entered into

a partnership with Dr. B.A. Rajakrishnan and lead-
ing Malayalam news magazine Kerala Sabdam. “Ask
America” represents a unique attempt to provide an
open forum where Malayalees can ask about the U.S.,
be it foreign policy, visas, culture, education, tourism,
or anything else. Each month we select and answer a
diverse set of questions from readers -- and there has
been no shortage of good questions.

| want to acknowledge in particular the contribu-
tions of Dr. Rajakrishnan, whose support in launching
this novel column has made all the difference.

Although the column serves primarily to explain
U.S. policy and life to the Malayalee community, our
staff have also learned a lot about U.S. society and
government in preparing responses to the readers’
questions.  Answering some of the technical ques-
tions on election procedures, agriculture -- and even
cricket in the U.S. -- has been challenging and ulti-
mately resulted in my American staff being better in-
formed about our own country as well.

| am proud that we are celebrating the first anni-
versary of our partnership with Kerala Sabdam. This
publication reviews the best of the questions/answers
posed by our readers in the last year and we hope
will provide a handy reference. The Consulate looks
forward to another year of fruitful exchange with the
Malayalee people.

With warm regards,
Jennifer Mcintyre

Consul General
U.S. Consulate Chennai
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t is fifty years since ‘Keralasabdam’ made its entry
into the world of Malayalam print media. Right
®i\from its inception ‘Keralasabdam’ has kept its
independent identity , adopting a progressive outlook,
and has played a decisive role in taking Kerala forward
along the path of democratization and politicalization.
And it has achieved this without the backing of any
political or communal organization and without the
help or support of a daily newspaper.

Oneoftheproudestachievementsof ‘Keralasabdam’
in the annals of its publication is the monthly column
‘Ask America’ published regularly from April 17th
2011. It was the first time that the Malayalam
readers got an opportunity to ask questions and get
information about America, the mightiest economic
and military power in the world. It is our experience
that the readers have made use of this opportunity
with the greatest enthusiasm.

We are exceedingly happy that the questions and
answers published in the column ‘Ask America’ in the
last one year are now being brought out in book form
for the benefit of a wider reading public.

On this occasion | express my deep sense of
gratitude and indebtedness to Consul General Jennifer
A Mcintyre, Public Affairs Section Information
Officer Mr. Anand Krishna and Public Affairs Section
Malayalam Editor Mr. Punnoose Mathen who first
approached us with the idea of starting the column
‘Ask America’. | wish that this book might prove to be
of genuine use to the general public which does not
want to miss an opportunity to know and understand
America.

Dr. B.A.Rajakrishnan
Managing Editor
Keralasabdam Weekly
Kollam 691001
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What is the status of Guantana-
mo?

Justice K. T. Thomas,

Kottayam

Former Judge Supreme

Court of India

President Obama has an-
nounced his commitment to close
Guantanamo in a manner consis-
tent with our values, by prosecut-
ing Guantanamo detainees when
possible, by transferring them
abroad when it can be safely done,
and by asserting clear, defensible
and lawful standards for those
Guantanamo detainees who can-
not be prosecuted for past crimes,
but still pose a threat to the secu-
rity of the U.S.

The Administration has also
worked with Congress to enact
key reforms for the treatment of
detainees, such as a ban on the
use of statements taken as a result
of cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment. On March 7, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton reaffirmed
the determination of the United
States to treat all detainees hu-
manely by supporting two impor-
tant protocols of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions, the international le-
gal framework that covers armed
conflicts. Specifically, the Admin-
istration announced support for
Additional Protocol Il, which con-
tains detailed humane treatment
standards and fair trial guaran-
tees, and Article 75 of Additional
Protocol I, which sets forth fun-
damental guarantees for persons
in the hands of opposing forces.
The adherence to both these prin-
ciples is not only consistent with
our current practices, but is also
an important safeguard against
the mistreatment of captured U.S.
military personnel. As Secretary
Clinton said, these steps are not
about who our enemies are, but
who we are: a nation committed
to providing all detainees in our
custody humane treatment.

Eligibility for immigrant and non-
immigrant visas?
Sunny Thomas,
Changanacherry

To apply for an immigrant visa,
a foreign citizen must be sponsored
by a U.S. citizen relative, a U.S.
lawful permanent resident relative,
or by a prospective employer, and
be the beneficiary of an approved
petition with U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS). For
more information on immigrant
visas, please visit http://www.
travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/
immigrants_1340.html.

If you are planning to visit the
United States on a temporary ba-
sis, you will need a non-immigrant
visa. Non-immigrant visas are
based on the purpose of travel.
The main types are tourist/busi-
ness travelers (B1/B2), temporary
workers (H or L), students and
exchange visitors (F, J, and M),
crew members (C1/D), religious
workers (R), and dependent visas
(H4, F2, J2, L2, and R2). The
qualifications and requirements
for each visa class may be found
on our website: http://chennai.us-
consulate.gov/temporary-visitors.
html.

U.S. comments about Kerala in
Wikileaks?
Dijo Kappen,
Pala
We cannot speak to the au-
thenticity of purported classified
documents provided to the press.
But U.S. policy and affection for
India, and particularly for Kerala, is
well-known. As President Obama
expressed during his visit to India
in November, the U.S. and India
are bound by shared interests and
values, and we are building a rela-
tionship that is one of the defining
partnerships of the 21st century.
Kerala is  well-represented
among the large Indian-American
communities across the U.S, and
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Keralites have excelled in govern-
ment, as well as in the private sec-
tor. American diplomats engage
regularly with the government, po-
litical and social leaders of Kerala,
and interact widely with student
and business communities.
How many Indians live in the
U.Ss.?
Sugunan Krishnan,
Ahmedabad
The community of Indian-
Americans and Indian residents
in the U.S. has grown rapidly, to
around 25-30 lakh. To learn more,
please Vvisit http://www.census.
gov/population/www/socdemo/
immigration.html. Please note the

U.S. does not track state-by-state
origins of Indians in the U.S.

Requirements to practice nursing
in the U.S.?
Sheela Kurian,
Thodupuzha
To practice nursing in the
United States, foreign-trained
nurses are required to obtain li-
censure after passing qualifying
examinations. More information
is available from the Commission
on Graduates for Foreign Nursing
Schools (CGFNS) at http://www.
cgfns.org/.
How much from the income of
those who work in America can
send back to their home country?

There is no restriction in U.S.
law on money sent back by for-
eign workers to their home coun-

tries. Such remittances are often
very important for the families of
such workers.

How much from the income of
those who work in America can
send back to their home country?
Justin Kurian,
Iringalakkuda
There is no restriction in U.S.
law on money sent back by for-
eign workers to their home coun-
tries. Such remittances are often
very important for the families of
such workers.
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1. Tragedy in Japan-- any impact on

U.S. policy, including nuclear policy

and cooperation with India?
Varghese Joseph, Ernakulam

First and foremost, our
thoughts and prayers go out to
the people of Japan. The images
of destruction and flooding that
followed the disaster were heart-
breaking. To date, the U.S. has
dedicated more than six million
dollars in humanitarian funding to
assist with rescue and rebuilding
efforts, along with on-the-ground
efforts from several U.S. govern-
ment agencies, including the De-
partment of Defense, Department
of Energy and the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

At the same time, the Obama
Administration has focused on
learning from this experience to
strengthen America’s nuclear in-
dustry. The administration be-
lieves that the United States must
rely on a diverse set of energy op-
tions, including renewable sources
like wind and solar, as well as nat-
ural gas, clean coal, and nuclear
power. With respect to nuclear
cooperation with India, our gov-
ernments are working closely to-
gether to complete the final steps
required for both our countries
to realize the full benefits of civil
nuclear cooperation—including
economic growth and sustainable
development—that would gener-
ate employment in both countries.
As Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asian Af-
fairs Robert Blake said recently,
“We remain very much committed
to pursuing civil nuclear coopera-
tion with India.”

2. Increased security at airports and
elsewhere. Targeting Muslims?
M. Muhammad Sait
Poojappura, Thiruvananthapuram
All travelers entering or trav-
eling within the U.S. via airport,
including all U.S. citizens, are sub-
ject to the same security require-
ments. Our multicultural society
depends upon the rule of law,
the principles of fairness, and the
protection of all people within our
borders, including members of mi-
nority groups. While global terror-
ist threats have led to revisions of

some homeland security policies,
our government continues to seek
and support equal protection under
the laws for all those who reside in
or visit the U.S. As President Obama
said at the Iftar at the White House
in August, “The principle that peo-
ple of all faiths are welcome in this
country and that they will not be
treated differently by their govern-
ment is essential to who we are.”

3. Interested in immigrating to the
U.S. but don’t have siblings there.
Reji Mathew, Thiruvalla
To apply for an immigrant visa,
you must first be sponsored by an
eligible U.S. citizen relative, U.S.
lawful permanent resident, or by a
prospective employer, and be the
beneficiary of an approved petition
filed with U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS). Please
note, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
in-laws, and cousins cannot spon-
sor a relative for immigration. For
more information, please visit http://
www.uscis.gov/ or http://travel.

state.gov/visa/.

4. Main achievements of the Obama
administration?
C.P.Nair,
Thiruvanananthapuram
Former Chief Secretary, Kerala
President Obama announced
April 4 that he plans to seek re-
election in the November 2012
election. As the leading opposi-
tion candidates among the Repub-
licans have begun to debate among
themselves in preparation for the
campaign, many supporters of the
President have cited as some of his
main achievements:
® enactment of health care reform,
with expanded health insurance
coverage and measures to at-
tempt to control costs;
® enactment of the U.S. economic
stimulus package to stabilize the
U.S. economy, as well as related
work with world leaders to com-
bat the world financial crisis that
began in 2007;
® withdrawal of U.S. military forces
from Iraq proceeding on schedule,
along with redirection of resources
and effort to operations in Afghan-
istan against Al Qaeda;
® worked to attempt to transform

relations between the U.S. and
the Arab world through the
June 4, 2009, speech in Cairo,
and other measures;

® ordered higher petrol efficiency
standards for automobiles, and
supported such clean energy
initiatives as weatherization,
transit programs and hybrid/
electric vehicle production, and
new 'smart grid' electrical infra-
structure investments

5. Indo-U.S. cultural exchange?
Jagadeesh,

Film actor, Thiruvananthapuram

The U.S. Government spon-
sors various exchange programs
that bring thousands of people
from all over the world to connect
with their counterparts in the Unit-
ed States. These programs allow
participants to bridge cultural and
political divides to cultivate last-
ing relationships that help address
challenges that face us all.

Exchange grantees range from
young emerging leaders from the
private and public sectors, aca-
demia, think tanks, NGOs, media,
politics, law and law enforcement,
judiciary, arts, sports and other
sectors. In recent years, special
exchange programs have been de-
veloped for college and school stu-
dents, especially from underserved
and underprivileged backgrounds.
More than 200,000 distinguished
individuals have participated in
various U.S. Government spon-
sored exchange programs and the
numbers are growing each year.
More than 300 of them have gone
on to become chiefs of state,
heads of government or leaders in
their field.

Some prominent Indian ex-
change grantees include President
Pratibha Patil; former Prime Min-
isters Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Indira
Gandhi, and Morarji Desai; well
known journalists like Shekar Gup-
ta, Barkha Dutt, and MJ Akbar;
artists and filmmakers like Mallika
Sarabhai, Sivaji Ganesan, Thota
Tharrani, Girish Karnad, Girish
Kasaravalli, and Shyam Benegal;
social activists and NGO heads
like Ela Bhat, Vandana Gopikumar,
Pinky Anand and others. For more
information, please visit http://ex-
changes.state.gov/.

ASK AMERICA | 11



=

@3 (W) Milos10d
(G226M30v03 2MOG3 3900

31 @)oaanQ eqYIV

339a0) @PCADNB5, 2196aM)

anilad e193HM ™I
msSalisl

VI aIPDIW]HI0 PIL2§DIY
212510009603 983103 HSAN 3aVIA
enilad ercom allslenarad msomlw
aB b al b1l M1 aMID ag)an’
M1 6 AIMYBBD. D)osNN
@709 DMONINEI (2 IDDOB A dlS]
)SIMIV] VBIMDIW 830) HSAD)
@0 WAy MSOMIWIDE @PCA
@199 afla))eN D H9)CBI?

aHNI13 alocelol,
CHISICHNIS

"

ORe261866WIS] 8212880

v

ASK AMERICA

(B Y MSalS] MoeNITWla) alELG)
©)es QilaoEBUd GRM) ARV
) BOTIWILH)IM@AUNHO @D 1QIEGU0
M0 aileles Wl dlon) & wolleyan).

ald & 1MNOMIG3 @I (& RO OIV) &
B0 IOSO@NO0 VI RMIWlal
@O (aI®1CO0 WHn)IM KM 63
G3W)o BOEMBNSEGAMW)0 MVa0IW1H6)
M@ MEBRUT (Al L6 I6NIAL O
6m. (Vw3 BeNIod alOETIN@)Gald
eel, aldselTuNIHMMICOWIo BaVOR
enilad 210303 WYEL(AIRIYdAIMo MSTITI
©lo)am). manywleno WOHEMQ
equg avlenjo  al0s91auno mlelo
2Ueqleps Mloaiw] ooxRymRsEleI0W]
HISOINLIHUW MSOm W15 88 WO
806m 6enilad 10GM. £10BHMY G@RAD
OO TLAWOIMEBIEN0 A0MAile:® ]
eno ailvIMlenmm «f)aloaidye MVIOW
@o §algemo. 26/11 @1QIAIE] @R)(H»

@PGMI0506nI03108 eniladeiosad aalaymoamilajlojan ails.

D@BoaVYlas milad L1303

A0S0 B0) alEA0UWlH:00 00
RY006M. ©).af)T @O AOMIEHAM).
&1001068 BlaHaTlHW 621080}
MOV W).ag)MV. alddlTuN0Md VB0
0)0WB BOAOMOOA 2] (aIQIBOH6)E
@M. WHHEMQAL GIYGIVIM)o GEID
SHOmIMo BaVod ilad e10EM QWA
OO &laHeM] HEMBSOLIS)OT) DD

@6Mo MoeNIMWla] ADL0 TVAEHOD)
2001 @RS)OMISOalg WIOHEMQS
AT (alIdomaflg)ens. &leom
Doso®oow alallwaEBsow alleaw
@BBS103 HO)00RYEBBlo MANLNSS
MVAOG:O6Mo ONSOYBHWY0 HalQo.

(Ve l¥e] [OY
@RAIIBW) B U3

V201D G2 tIBTVICO MM ID]
@Pcadlen1o3 mleinlenss (alwIm
aIZ0@ 3 B)o (A IID GRAUIGAD)HSB)o
ARODININ DI P

afPodd)Bo CAINIWf)NIAB,
@Ps)d
610} aNMEloUla) BlaIOEMWOd:)

@Yo, MVIHHI0Y alBOSICMOO Glald
@0 a0laflan)M @) 200 21LIMI O]

ahellgmd eaawaes

&aljo Afles((B1o @AW quoailwd
MORENHSWIMN) BHLIHVWD)o TVIas]
®IHOCNW)0 WIHHEMQAL GIRITV Gald
oHla lema@. DanyDleel G, Mo
aLOOM MVIasI®Y @RHHIBAlBUBGAI0
HE1 MIaUEM@S af)MBEWIAIOHAF Gand
@ @RASV)o (af)m.m0.0f)) CGING, (21063
Wl MVAHHIQ aBRMIVHB)o WO
MQ GIRIMUIE3 HEIOW®)o TV
a0l®OOMWI0 MVRIAUNIW] G(aIdENO
aOlafleeyam).

QileBuoEBRSICl GREAGISHM &el
OVW)o TVIAOI®IHOMW0 GOV
aOla{leo)MGINBS alRLNHHU3 ©).af)
. equg Wlajodseaadleng eniycoo
800l af)R})CHNUMO3 GRHAF HUBa]
0@ @RANCWEIY @R CMIBH MS
OOMO. AlGHH, &HLIO-TVIa0I®Y an
MEoUIM)B8 HROTMo MBHWYOS 6N

12 | ASK AMERICA



June 2011

DAMYI-aldd MIMWAI0
@RCABIHNHA3 MILIaIdS)o

DA -alIBH1TV0I8 AVBIWIM (2l DD (BHSH PRAIDDIW CUBN U
2MRIINDB9IS)HNIM)BB @CARTINNE MIBNETBUZ alLIGa[¥)o all22ao
H6N21S)6NZ. @PEMAVAWoI, 21101 GPEAD1INS AUIC3UDHI0S HNV(BHS01NIB
219891000 WD LI a1t DD IEAIWY (2 INVDIAUDDUE 21)02S)0H6)
&h@)o, AVAIWIDM (all B 1QWHOB DdhlSo MONH6))dhAD)o 21))AN). 6INIBNS
Co[IPLIW)88 CRB)HS03 WO CPYUWHN)Pafo AVSaiS1a9))an). @PEad]
DWW MVoPOWESaHSICRINS CMIBNIM)o WD G2 10)afl39))h IS, DADSI
-a19898) MITWsIBS103 GPEAVIINWHS TV@)SAVAMWAIY MILIaIIS aaDIGT?

M)COAHEWI M, BIEI0
(21212l MSa3)

AN Y0-I0HHITLAOMS MNITWEBSILNSS ©).af)M. MWo AUBOO QAUYED® QO
6M. DANIW)o aldSHITUNOM)o @EAIENSS ATVLoRIAHEMEBBS)0 OA2|ealg
MITWAN0 @).af)TV. af)GaoP}o TVINMo H2ITGISNE. MBEM)IVY@20W] @R

@nosnioavlavd
@leaoom]
0. 6000d

WOAOMo AI(@AEM HaNALOGI VA
#6008 MTBHHYIMND. GAVG, (a10GBUTlH
LI oBRWBAMVIBHUB af)IAUWOS an
6NElod) af)§ LOMAOMo QIDYo. MVIBIOY
Q@108 EH08a]C0Q)HUE BY VIGO0

2182)&8)0S GaINAlo AIYOIGIVIo MVIBOAINN0 AT
©}ESW)o aldHITLNICMV)0 EN@ISOUB WUV BH6M
®aMMYo, MDA W).af)M @RWIBIMAB @)SA2joW]
Al0EOD15)BS 6. MSB2|VOMBS 21B2 B8} DO}
0oORI@BSICRIVI0 RMEBBUS ®A1LNS8 «loTMald
MVDaOBOMIOA Alld:0aIVAN0 H)SJMGE TVAYRLAIO
MIMMANAOW GARIEI RO IS @IMSS @RAITVOAD
SO0 B6NI0A BOM)So AlUITVIENMM). OBIOO
MO, HANIEVD)0 aldHITLNOEM Do @RS a{len)
am®Ic3 ‘Lueﬂoeog MO OBIMBS (aIOWIM o @@
2J0leo), aflallw alateBSIE3 )OOV PNBOLHW
21Q 2] B)@0W] MEMNMOFIQUIM DOYTVAHHI DY EBW)0
DANIWOS GRDDBa] ANRVWOCHOMSBM @oo6NI0
mlawd@ @leaoom] oR. ¢0oad @pElmaslajloyam).

@LMO0alMEEBU3 ™)S6aR1W QWO s
anenElouilcRInO®)o (43 VM@IMo) M
BQJa0lENM@. BHLITVIAOI®Y Glald
OOROMOTIM LI0EE2] $)SIOD (all
BOWNBN M, GYINIDMWBSB TVoCLIS

MBUBBE MDA TVORIAUMBHOS M
)] alolwllenss @yco ol
@O ©IS1e)0Tea)M@Ia) 21001
Qmnild D@Bdro SOBTY AWl SUT
@REACIBHBHIOHO @RM)AUB1ENMM)MNE.

@RCOOIHNM @RHHIRA 82af @R
Bsa @R’ HeIeQ$aS 61wl saw
@3, a)ellgaud ee(aImS (&Ln, MoSo,
SO ag)MAUTE9)0, HELOD O, al(®
(alIBOD & aileoNE@BUGN) 0 alyeil
gaud aLEROMo VUBHISIAM)). MOoH
6M@3 6N1)Bs BRAIABA (HLD, HHELOD
0, &ll®, NIVRITVIaCIMYo), GREAO]

m——

SOM NNBE @AW, §alad allgocl
@PAINAW, WOHEMYAL CIVFAV Gald
©Q ©L1060g (GRHILNIME®A) 8. Hao
M0 @RAIAUS @SBRI @GRERA
GBloOVI@3 TVICIMYODIMBS (A IWOM
®a]g @RAOBW)E:US. D) quoeITWla]
&)S)M@3 @RAIWIM BAINW] TLVmBAUD
O . http.//www. nea.gov/.

NS0 GAVIM)H U3

CAUECaHINHB) NIV alel (aldql
030 @CAOIAN TVBAWaflg)mE. @o
GRS WINEI HOSoBAVIM)B>BI6N
G))OL(D):BGﬂSG)ﬂQEI%Oo alelle eyeul
500 EPM)@NING|SISIBRC). GRECA
AlANVDLI HHSo GAVIMYB:U3 Vo6
awla] &)S)M@ @ROIWING ®IGIa|
@ymeNE?

)92 HAUNNI0MN)S,
®10)Imamat)@o
(21212l DM 513)

MNO6EBUE Mmailensss 0Wla VM
0o 3S1VleM BN @NOG @RHAIVDY
SOWIE3 1883 £I1061M) ©).0f)TVI@ HOSO
GIVIEM)BU3 DOITHIGIVIIMN@). MBB:0
216838103 aloMal®0 aBCHOalMERD
MoilWOMEBBESO BaN)o DLINOD VI
Mo (2 I0GRUTIE: TVAWV(HARE ©).af)
mileeal 80600 MWOEB3 o allam)s
Bamloym ).

1918 @3 QROMEWAW HOHSo ERBS
©).af)V1@3 MWAA0W]. ald@ aqUO
WVOAD )5} DT (IGWIRMO|S)

ASK AMERICA | 13



June 2011

115 E 38

=3 R e s g

&
=, LS = m-._-.l__._..a—_._l
WenPlay Cricke e
Red 21754
_,—-r-t:f ‘_:.-1' 3 _-.
& T J"E";‘
Sy &= 3
2-% 1449
. 2 2R"1I% B 2L "
: f [ 5
@D eIy cavalla3al easmo (,.a;l.ﬂe)g‘kzmosggg
IROCWBW 6©6So @RHHESAS mleal
oo avalaimo

ailed aiam). H®MAVE]a], TVOWoam
eoaIglajo al®n0 Wl HH) M @My
DO SHOLRIC B30) AeMIBNA alleamo
S)o, UM OMIG3 B0} 26N1He)d
2)EINOSG)0 BEBIBN)BHUB BNBIBHEMO.
1966-@3 &Bq)Qla] Mlelailenss qvaw
M ao WODEEYM, HAVAB(SEI,
202, alManld, a0 WIOM,
@I M HM a1 @Yo e So
GaLOEM) B0 VY S12{15) 88 ©).
)S0OH® @RAIEIVI6M, Galddeg00]1
GH90, a0QIW, ®).af)V. eaideFlad
®afelrg’, @eceaalaenm aquemaoal
)l BF1OHWBB af)LI0 TV
sleno e)aileove@nglene cweaeeld
cmoaileBal eesmo D MVACODIOS
mleiailensns. $s)®3 dMILNEnId
3o a0l avmsdwles)s. http://

www.time.gov/

@RCNAlanDE6 G311W (H180]
slo 9EM=0?

@pawl. @aa3 awl. ez

B I01IE]o,

(106B W&, Baf).aUl.avl sydemen
WS 2 1OBHS)HN)M EBU1W (H1H0
Q S'lo ®EHEMQAS GARGIVIMYENE. ol
OM3g00 MQoaEleoa ®)S H5 O1@3
(6n1571631) 0006 WOOMQAS EIRY
mlealss (S1e0g af)@Tajd. alGoH,
1850- 1860 QIBaueEBS1LI0W] GenIay
GenIoud Loeﬂoaogﬂe)m aBO0W)o alflam
88l ©OOMQA eIIaUleeal §aIdl
©WI0) H:0WHilemMIBMIW M@3Hs)
GMIOP)o ©).af)TVIENSS 30 Ald:Ho
I OBHO0YESV0 (B1HOF (alaloQD]
enss ag 0oRyEESlBmIIMSS @)S]
GOQBHNIO}ESW)0 TVANIWAMITT (5]

@RCAOMIB6CIS GaldElseedo

\

QPQRDMANOQ)OS G2I03468BUIHS H2I0OAD W).af)TV. G0
emdav)eeld 20)als] M@BB)AD DD alod@IWIGEIHS G213y
@BU3 DO2WILIW)o BPWWHNI0. DO2WIO8 lleioavo:
askamerica 2011@gmail.com

6)m)(63(3a006n7721376)5@[]o 612!(7106)9__/500: 09445898480
Mt GPWWCHNIE AUleIIaTVo

@RGEDOIINCWIS @al10310600, GHOBUIMIB0 AU,
OB0LJo-1

cse)g' )S)OT3 RM(ailn0W6H6H6NE]
QNE6)BQIEM. WO GARG TS
30af @RGACIEE (H)BO7 @REILIAV]
GWaUMOEM (W)af)Mag)Vlag)) @RED
olanvleel (_oeﬂoesagbm MO MIB6)aMN
©. HOMVoNITWla] &)S;O@ ailalo
6830368 BOAIW] mumdudlen)s.http:/

usaca.org/.
Ha0WO@d mizgloel
NS 2]) 0} BDEN B> U3
Ma0WOod sni2glaer a1nd oHaigl
2])Q) B9 LN 303 GRECNOISHVINEI VI
WIBEMANIND f)sTBHMWIN IdW]
BN)h?
nilaz) af.cezoav
o)t M1 35701 agyerailmIaad.
D.a) AV, @.6nil. WSALIWIS

&S00 )00 GEIN)OBUBH6SW]
OOANDBS aBQAI}0 OJGHHURIW VI
MIODB@0M3 OTI@MI WOesmQal
IR H0BQOOBHNEGC]E6)) WO
6m. H®OYIT3 MaHSEBBB)ES@OW O6R)
QUG U 6BBUIHN) GUDaHo @ GA O] H6 0B
nialmqy 10 LISHOTIGRINO oG
O®o91o3 @AMV OEBUW VY atiSla]
avmnudalyainn alengjo A8EOM @S
BBl 01G189) oM. aldl MVOMUCH]
@ V2 IMHUWB Hald®)BA UDJREOMI
WB1e6)EMIOWB®HAD,  BRHGOINY B0
200 qVMIGPRISMW)eS AflKILIN0W
@RBOHSIRI06M WHOMQS GRS
ailwInle)mM@. LlaInMB88 6210)
&S QLAY HBRIEINOW ©)]
© GRUVMSS B0) TVoOORGEMI
@ROIOEMBIEN0 TVOWINEM @REAGIHE
#H0T) MCAINOOMBS @OQITVOC DENED
flalesnemo.

M (A ICWIRMAIW Al BHUD
eaIglajjoysmmleno aildyocyomn
oo alBla¥BGleMGNEN0 @RENIS
MU eRISM OGS AGTLO BHAD O B6)
@RMINNO200 HOAIBUWIWYo @REAGIHS
@988 M@BYMN H®FIG3 lGluo1el
MOBIE3 MeeHalOmIMo ). af)aVy.
MABBHOG DDANGS MTIHYIAM). TVAHHI
3@ RN HHOOIHS YOMISo VENB) AUBaH
comee 00aillaflaj®uBonasw)ss
aflelr ®yoneBUd 6.21Qoad wmaudlol
WOS WOLNIBDNY0 BREAGILNHHINHO
MNBNITWIDOIBSIDISENE. alGey ail3)
00018 @REACILHNW &)S)O @3
WOBOROEN)MDIEN0 NEEBBIHS LM
BBUBHE B3SO, TV ELIW)ENBOE)
m@leno 0D eIRG (al@laneflafles)
an qLOMIOE MWEBBUS TVAOIWd:

20H)o0. [ B

14 | ASK AMERICA



1. What justification can you give
for your unilateral action to cap-
ture Osama Bin Laden inside the
territory of a sovereign country,
Pakistan? Will you support India if
it attempt for a similar operation
inside Pakistan to nab the culprits
involved in the Mumbai attacks?
Shabeer Paleri,
Kozhikode
Pakistan is a sovereign nation
and the U.S. respects that. The
governments of the U.S. and Paki-
stan work together closely in com-
bating the threat of terrorism. In
this particular operation, given the
threat Usama bin Laden posed to
the United States and the world,
information about the plan was
very tightly restricted until it had
been successfully carried out.
In Pakistan we are committed
to supporting the people and gov-
ernment as they defend their own

democracy from violent extrem-
ism. As President Obama said,
Usama bin Laden had also declared
war on Pakistan. Bin Laden was a
mass murderer of people in many
countries, including India, the
United States, and Pakistan. His
demise should be welcomed by all
who believe in peace and human
dignity. The United States has
worked closely with the Govern-
ment of India regarding the 26/11
terrorist attacks, and will continue
to do so on a range of counterter-
rorism issues.

2. What are the major projects

in America to promote literature?

What are the main literary awards
in America?

Ezhamkulam Mohankumar,

Adoor

The United States promotes

arts and literature through a dy-

namic and decentralized system
that leverages public funding while
encouraging private generosity.
Like the Central and State Sahitya
Akademies in India, the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and
state and local government agen-
cies actively promote arts and lit-
erature in the United States.

The Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs of the U.S. State
Department administers many
projects promoting American arts
and literature abroad. However,
the federal government provides
only two percent of the total arts
and literature funding. State and
local art agencies provide eight per
cent. Individual Americans, corpo-
rations and other private institu-
tions supply most of the funds
(43 percent). Charitable income
tax deduction allows Americans to
subtract from their income for tax
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purposes their donations to quali-
fied nonprofit organizations pro-
moting arts and literature.

Some of the important literary
awards for American Literature in-
clude American Academy of Arts
and Letters Gold Medals, the Pulit-
zer Prize (for fiction, drama and po-
etry, as well as various non-fiction
and journalist categories), the Na-
tional Book Award (Fiction, Non-
Fiction, Poetry and Young-Adult
Fiction), American Book Awards,
PEN literary awards, United States
Poet Laureate, and the O. Henry
Award. To learn more, please visit
http://www.nea.gov/.

3. American moves to provide
strong platform for Indo-Pak peace
process have often been success-
ful. However some American
Foreign Secretaries issue biased
statements from Pakistan and sab-
otage the peace process. This is
confusing for people like us. This
also prompts us to look at America
suspiciously. What is the genuine
policy of America on Indo-Pak re-
lations?
Suresh Gopi,
Film Actor, Kollam,
U.S. policy on Indo-Pakistan
relations is very clear: the U.S. has
always welcomed dialogue and
better relations between India and
Pakistan. Simultaneously, senior
U.S. officials have repeatedly said
that Indian and Pakistani leaders
should determine the pace, scope,
and character of that dialogue. The
Obama Administration believes
that continued dialogue, and the
expansion of people-to-people ties
between the two countries, offers
promise for a more prosperous and
peaceful region. For example, in
the aftermath of India’s victory in
the World Cup, Ambassador Ro-
emer recognized the importance
of “cricket diplomacy” for bringing
India and Pakistan closer together
and commended the two govern-

ments for holding talks that made
progress on a range of issues.

4. | have visited America several
times as part of stage shows. Dur-
ing the visits, the time zone exist-
ing there was the major cause for
worry for me. We are interested
to know more about the American
time zones?

Suraj Venjarumoodu,
Film Actor,
Thiruvananthapuram,

Time zones in the U.S. began
in 1883, triggered by railroads
looking to synchronize arrival and
departure schedules from town to
town. Previously, each town in
the U.S. maintained its own local
time, with no coordination or sys-
tem.

In 1918 the Standard Time
Act was passed into U.S. law.
The Standard Time Act also cre-
ated Daylight Savings time, which
moves all clocks back one hour in
the fall and one hour forward in
the spring, to maximize afternoon
sunlight. The current law regard-
ing time, signed in 1966, estab-
lishes six time zones, Eastern,
Central, Mountain, Pacific, Hawai-
ian, and Alaskan, as well as Day-
light Savings Time in all states and
territories except Arizona, Puerto
Rico, Hawaii, U.S. Virgin Islands
and American Samoa. To learn

more, please visit http://www.
time.gov/.

5. How will the huge federal bud-
get effect the common man in
America?
Bindu V. Jose,
Executive Engineer, KSEB
Idamalaya,
The United States is emerg-
ing from the worst recession in
generations, but after nearly two
years of job losses, the economy
is beginning to grow again, with
American businesses adding more
than one million jobs. While the

overall macroeconomic trends are
positive, the United States has al-
ways believed in a broader mea-
sure of economic health: the op-
portunity for average Americans
to get ahead, whether it's a small
businessperson with a dream or
an entrepreneur with a great new
idea. As such, the U.S. govern-
ment is focused on cutting inef-
fective programs while reforming
education and investing in job
training so that Americans have
the skills necessary to compete
in the global economy. Fiscal re-
alities have forced Americans to
make sacrifices, such as a two-
year freeze on salaries for govern-
ment employees, but in the long
term, the fiscal choices reflected
in the budget will make America
stronger and our people more
prosperous.

6. Whether America has a national
team for Cricket?
Amal D. Raj,
Advocate, Kavalam,
Yes, the United States has a
national cricket team which par-
ticipates in several regional and
ICC sponsored events. The British
brought cricket to United States
in the early 18th century, but the
game was largely supplanted by
baseball in the 1850s and 1860s.
Although cricket remains a mi-
nority sport in the United States,
it is finding increased popularity,
helped in particular by the three
million Indians who now reside in
the U.S., along with immigrants
from other countries in which
cricket is popular. Cricket in
America is governed by the United
States of America Cricket Asso-
ciation (USACA). To learn more,
please visit http://usaca.org/.
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1. Tell us more about where things stand with the
Taliban and U.S. activity in Afghanistan.
Eugene Francis (London);
Babu Kavil, Kannur
(Combined question)
The United States has worked with the militaries
and law enforcement agencies of our international
partners to disrupt the sources of funding for the
Taliban and al-Qaida. These counterterrorism op-
erations have interrupted the operational planning of
terrorist groups and placed significant pressure on
their leadership. Although our primary engagement
with the Taliban is through an intense military cam-
paign, the United States has consistently supported
the Afghan government’s reconciliation efforts.
In our view, such reconciliation must be based on
several prerequisites: the Taliban must renounce
violence, abandon their alliance with al-Qaida, and
accept the Afghan constitution. As Defense Sec-
retary Gates said recently, most wars end through
a political outcome. In order to achieve peace and
stability in Afghanistan, the United States believes
we must pursue both political and military solutions
simultaneously.

2. President Obama's "Arab Spring” speech made

references to fresh negotiations based on the ac-

ceptance of the pre-1967 boundary in resolving the

Palestine question. Does this represent a change

in American policy towards the Middle East and, if

so, how do the policy-makers envisage these nego-

tiations being received by people in Israel and the
United States?

Dr. K.M.Seethi,

Professor of International Relations

Mahatma Gandhi University,

Kottayam

President Obama's recent speech offered U.S.
views on the way forward in the Middle East. As he
stated, the boundaries of Israel and the prospective
Palestinian state should be based on the 1967 lines
with mutually agreed swaps. The Palestinian state
should be non-militarized, and the full and phased
withdrawal of Israeli forces would be geared to the
ability of Palestinian security forces and other ar-
rangements as agreed to prevent a resurgence of
terrorism; stop the infiltration of weapons; and pro-
vide effective border security. The duration of this
transition period must be agreed, and may vary for
different areas like borders. President Obama and
other U.S. leaders have discussed these issues with
leaders in the region, and the U.S. remains commit-
ted to progress in this important area.

Regardless of U.S. policy, it is up to lIsraelis
and Palestinians to take action. No peace can be
imposed upon them, nor can endless delay make
the problem go away. But what America and the in-
ternational community can do is state frankly what
everyone knows: a lasting peace will involve two
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states for two peoples, Israel as a
Jewish state and the homeland for
the Jewish people, and the state
of Palestine as the homeland for
the Palestinian people; each state

enjoying self-determination, mu-

tual recognition, and peace.

3. Whether journalists in America
have any national/state level asso-
ciation? Whether the government,
Federal or State, has any control
over the salary/working condition
of journalists in the U.S., as wage
boards in India?
Manoharan Morai
General Secretary,
Kerala Union of Working Journalists,
Thiruvananthapuram
Unlike India, the United States
has no government control speci-
fying journalistic wages and other
employment factors. However,
there are several private associa-
tions for journalists, focusing on
professional development, and
available to both aspiring and
working journalists. The Society
of Professional Journalists (http://
www.spj.org/) is perhaps the best
example. There are also other as-
sociations for journalists based on
factors such as area of specialty,
region, or ethnicity, such as the
South Asian Journalists Associa-
tion (http://www.saja.org/). U.S.
Federal and State Governments
set minimum wages for all people,
but these minimum wages are the
same for all types of work. Jour-
nalists are a respected and valued

part of American society, and af-
forded protection in their work by
the first amendment of the U.S.
Constitution.

4. How many registered political
parties are presently functioning in
the U.S?
Ponmana Valsakumar,
Kulashekharam, Kanyakumari
For most of its history, the
United States has functioned as
a two-party system. Since the
1850’s, the candidate of one of
the two major parties has won ev-
ery Presidential election contested,
and members of smaller parties or
independents have held very few
congressional seats. However,
there are currently over 30 other
national political parties, as well as
several regional parties that some-
times have indirect influence, such
as when drawing national atten-
tion to a particular issue. Third-
party candidates often affect the
outcome of elections by drawing
off votes that otherwise would
have gone to one of the two major
parties.

5. Whether American government

is used to officially host cultural

programs of foreign countries
there?

G.Hari,

Cartoonist,

Thiruvananthapuram

A number of Indian cultural

groups visit the United States ev-

ery year. Many of these visits are

sponsored by the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the
cultural wing of the Government
of India. The U.S. Government
as well as non-governmental agen-
cies work with ICCR to host Indian
artists in the United States. For
example, in March 2011 the Ken-
nedy Center for Performing Arts in
Washington D.C. hosted a month
long festival titled “MAXIMUM
INDIA”. This festival included a
large number of established and
emerging artists from all over In-
dia. Senior artists from South
India who participated in MAXI-
MUM INDIA included Alarmel
Valli, Malavika Sarukkai, Shantala
Shivalingappa, Daksha Seth, Usha
Venkateswaran and others. Many
private event management com-
panies and agencies in India and
Indian-American associations in
the United States also regularly
host stage shows by Indian cul-
tural groups.

Likewise, the U.S. Mission in
India regularly invites American
artists and cultural groups to visit
India for performances. The U.S.
Consulate General in Chennai hosts
several artistic programs in Kerala
each year, including famous Amer-
ican folk singer Carrie Newcomer
in Trivandrum in 2009; the Charlie
Porter Quartet jazz group in Kochi
in 2010 and performances by the
Anikai Dance Company in Kochi
and Thrissur in January 2011.
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1. We know America as the land
of liberty and freedom. You also
consider freedom of religion as a
basic human right. In India, we the
Dalits (lower caste untouchables
of India) are denied this freedom
by the government of India. Dal-
its, who embraced Christianity or
Islam to liberate themselves from
the clutches of inhuman caste
system, are denied their constitu-
tional right of reservations. Jus-
tice Mishra Commission pointed
out this injustice. But our govern-
ment is not taking any action. We
are interested to know, what is
the position of U.S. government
over this issue. Also, please let us
know, whether any of your annual
Religious Freedom Reports has
mention on this.
Prof. Raju Thomas,
Kaduthuruthy
The U.S. Government stands
against intolerance, negative ste-

reotyping and stigmatization of,
and discrimination, incitement
to violence, and violence against
persons based on religion or be-
lief. In the July 15, 2011 Joint
Statement on Combating Religion-
Based Intolerance and Violence,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
asked stakeholders throughout
the world to take seriously the
call for action set forth in Resolu-
tion 16/18, which contributes to
strengthening the foundations of
tolerance and respect for religious
diversity as well as enhancing the
promotion and protection of hu-
man rights and fundamental free-
doms around the world.

The Report on International Re-
ligious Freedom is available online:
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/
index.htm

2. My mother is working in Amer-
ica last three years as a house

maid. If there any chance to get a
Green Card?
Saji P.C., Chennai
That depends, in part, on the
type of visa your mother was is-
sued to travel to the U.S. initially. In
general, to apply for an immigrant
visa, you must first be sponsored
by an eligible U.S. citizen relative,
U.S. lawful permanent resident,
or by a prospective employer and
be the beneficiary of an approved
petition filed with U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS).
Please note, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, in-laws and cousins cannot
sponsor a relative for immigration.
For more information, please visit:
http://www.uscis.gov/ or http://
travel.state.gov/visa/.

3. My relative who is about 60
years old intends to go to The
USA for visiting his daughter on
visit visa. In the DS 160 VISA ap-
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plication, there are columns for
family Information, where the date
of birth of his father and mother
are to be given. Since the appli-
cant himself is 60 years old and
his parents expired long back , he
does not know the date of birth
of his parents. It may please be
informed whether those columns
can be filled as DO NOT KNOW.
Razia Ashraf
nmrazia@gmail.com
All questions on the DS-160
should be answered. However, if
the information is unavailable, as in
this case, it is acceptable to write
‘do not know.” For more informa-
tion about filling out the DS-160,
please see our frequently asked
questions section at: http://travel.
state.gov/visa/forms/forms 4401.

is the best time to visit U.S. and
what are the ways to make my
trip and stay there economical?
Sunil Varghes,
Thiruvananthapuram
The United States is a vast
country with a variety of tourist
attractions, climates, and natural
beauty. So, it really depends what
type of vacation you are seeking.
From the nation’s capital of Wash-
ington, DC to the cosmopolitan
bustle of New York City to the
beaches of California and Florida
to the Great Lakes in the Midwest
and mountains and Grand Canyon
in the southwest, there are sights
for every taste and interest.
For links to each state’s travel

website, visit: http://www.usa.
gov/Citizen/Topics/Travel Tour-

html.

4. | would like to visit U.S on a
tourist visa. Will you tell us which

ism/State Tourism.shtml.

For information on obtaining
a tourist visa, visit: http://travel.
state.gov/visa/.

Music
Dance

dZl Salsa

5. How many films Hollywood pro-

duces every year? Whether Holly-

wood is the only place where films
are produced in U.S.?

Mohan Chirappuram,

Kozhikode

More than 600 Hollywood
movies are produced annually.
While hundreds of films are filmed
and produced in and around Hol-
lywood, California, movie produc-
tion occurs in every state in the
U.S., according to the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America. More
than 2.4 million jobs in the U.S.
depend on the film and television
industry, which adds nearly $180
billion a year to the country’s
economy.

The U.S. Consulate Gen-
eral Chennai’s American Library
screens free major Hollywood
movies every Saturday. For more
information, visit: http://chennai.
usconsulate.gov/satmatinee.html
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1. What are the procedures for
legislation in U.S. States? How
the U.S. Constitution defines the

separation of power between
State - Federal governments?
Whether the U.S. government

has any program for introducing
American democratic intuitions
to the members of Indian State
Legislative Assemblies?
P.C. George M.L.A.
Govt. Chief Whip,
Kerala Legislative Assembly,
Thiruvananthapuram
As indicated in Article |, Section
8 of the U.S. Constitution, the
U.S. Congress has the authority
"to make all Laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying
into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers
vested by this Constitution in
the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof. The process by
which legislation is enacted is
both fascinating and complex.
It has many commonalities with

procedures under
systems such as India's, as
well as significant points of
divergence. For a full description
of procedures, please visit http://
www.house.gov/content/learn/
legislative process/.

Like India, the United States has
a federal system of government,
in  which powers not assigned
to the central government are
handled by individual states. Being
the world's oldest and world's
largest democracy respectively, the
United States and India also have
much to share with one another
and the rest of the world with
regards to democratic institutions
and processes. Recently Reta Jo
Lewis, Special Representative for
Intergovernmental Affairs, traveled
to India to discuss and share ideas
for state-to-state cooperation and
dialogue between the U.S. and India,
including a meeting with senior
leaders in Trivandrum. Her Vvisit,
along with the Strategic Dialogue,
reflect the many ways in which our

parliamentary

two countries work together on
an array of important issues.

2. What are the major
implications of U.S.
downgrading? How will it affect
Indian stock market, including
the IT industry, which hugely
depends on U.S. market?
M.S. Shabeer,
Kozhikode
As President Obama
recently noted, "the markets
continue to reaffirm our credit
as among the world's safest.
Our challenge is the need to
tackle our deficits over the
long term." President Obama
further stated, "for all of
the challenges we face, we
continue to have the best
universities, some of the
most productive workers, the
most innovative companies,
[and] the most adventurous
entrepreneurs on earth.”
The United States is
emerging from the worst
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recession in generations, but after
nearly two years of job losses,
the economy is beginning to grow
again, with American businesses
adding more than one million jobs.
One area that has continued to
grow in spite of the recession is
trade between the U.S. and India.
As a result, both India and the
U.S. should feel confident about
long-term economic prospects.

3. How the meeting of Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai Lama with
President Obama, ignoring the
objections raised by China, is
going to affect the growing U.S. —
China relations?
K.G.Parameswaran Nair,
Columnist,
Thiruvananthapuram
The 14th Dalai Lama is a
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and
internationally recognized religious
and cultural leader and the U.S.
government engages with him

in that capacity. However, the
United States considers Tibet to
be a part of the People’s Republic
of China and does not support
independence for Tibet. In their
recent meeting, President Obama
and the Dalai Lama stressed
the importance they attach to
building a U.S.-China cooperative
partnership.

4. What prompted vyou to
close down the space shuttle
experiment? Was it due to the
financial crisis affecting the U.S.?
George Joseph, Kolencherry

The U.S. Space Shuttle
Program conducted 135
missions, beginning in 1981 and
concluding in July of this year.
Among the many achievements

of this program was helping
to construct the International
Space Station. However, as

a 30 year old program, Space
Shuttle technology was no longer

cutting edge, and as such NASA
is now pursuing new methods
of space exploration, technology

development and scientific
research. As NASA administrator
Charles Bolden said, "as a former
astronaut and the current NASA
Administrator, I'm here to tell you
that American leadership in space
will continue for at least the next
half-century because we have laid
the foundation for success."

In July, the U.S. and India
convened the third Joint Working
Group on Civil Space Cooperation
to discuss collaboration on earth
observation and earth sciences,
joint initiatives that can deliver
societal benefits to millions of
people in both countries.

To learn more about NASA's
proposals for going forward,
please visit http://www.nasa.gov/
about/whats next.html.
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1. Are there any developments in
the discussions over cooperation

between Indian cities and
American cities? Can you explain
the potentials of these initiative?
Sunny Kaloor,
Chairman,
Kottayam Municipality
The U.S.-India State-to-
State Engagement is aimed at
encouraging state and local
leaders across India to discuss
topics of mutual interest with
their counterparts in the United
States. Those topics include
trade, investment, infrastructure,
education, science and technology.
U.S. Special Representative for
Global Intergovernmental Affairs
Reta Jo Lewis spent two weeks
this past August visiting Chief
Ministers, mayors, and panchayat
leaders across North, West and
South India, including in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. She also met
with  representatives of the
business community and academic
institutions.
At the time, Lewis said the
goal of her trip was “to listen
and to learn how state and local
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leaders in India hope to engage
their U.S. counterparts. I'm very
excited about this state-to-state
engagement, but | need [their]
vision for linking together regional
leaders.” The U.S. India State-to-
State Engagement is part of the
broad U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue
launched in July 2009 to formalize
and expand relations between
the world’s oldest and largest
democracies. The U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi and our Consulates in
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, and
Mumbai are continuing to work on
efforts to deepen and broaden this
engagement.

Several South Indian cities
already have existing sister city
relationships with cities in the
U.S., including Kochi (Norfolk,
Virginia), Trivandrum (Galveston,
Texas), Bangalore (San Francisco,
California) and Chennai (Denver,
Colorado and San Antonio,
Texas). Additional sister city
relationships are currently under
discussion. These initiatives
offer an opportunity to enhance
cultural and commercial ties at
the municipal level. In addition,

they provide a forum for city
government officials to discuss
public policy issues that affect
both Indians and Americans, and
exchange best practices to deliver
better governance in urban areas
in both our countries.

2. | had a visa interview three
months ago. But | am yet to get the
visa. Wheneverinquire, | am getting
the reply as ‘under administrative
processing’. Can you tell us what
is this administrative processing?
Shiju T Jose ,
Ettumanoor

The U.S. routinely issues 10-
year, multiple entry tourist and
business visas to Indians—no
other country’s visa has a longer
validity. We process 97% of the
visa applications we receive by the
next business day, and only 0.1%
take longer than a month.

In some instances we are
obligated by U.S. law to take
a closer look at an application.
We do our best to make special
provisions for applicants impacted
by this administrative processing.
It is our policy not to disclose the



specifics of what we do when we
investigate cases. Each case is
examined uniquely and some take
longer than others. We appreciate
your patience.

3. We know hardly anything about
the organizational structure of
either Republican or Democratic
Party in U.S. Unlike in India,
whether party leaders are not
very much important in U.S.? We
would also like to know the names
of top leaders (President?) of each
party?
R. Sreedevi,
Kozhikode

The Republican and Democratic
Parties in the U.S. are led by the
Republican National Committee
and the Democratic National
Committee, respectively. The
committees, comprised of
representatives from all 50 of
the United States as well as the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
and other territories, set party
platforms and establish rules for
national elections in every state.
They also send delegates to their
national conventions, which are
held during presidential election
years at which the parties choose
their nominees for President of the
United States. The conventions
are held every four years - the
next ones will be held in 2012: the
Republican one in Tampa, Florida;
the Democratic one in Charlotte,
North Carolina.

The chairman of the Republican
National Committee is Reince
Priebus, who previously served
as chairman of the Wisconsin
Republican Party. The chairwoman
of the Democratic National
Committee is a member of the U.S.
Congress — Representative Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, a Democrat
from Florida.

4. How much is the annual U.S.

aid to Pakistan? Are you giving
any such aid to India?

Y.Nazer,

Kozhikode

The United States Agency for

International Development (USAID)

extends assistance to countries

recovering from disaster, trying

to escape poverty, and engaging
in democratic reforms. The U.S.
continues to be the world’s largest
bilateral donor, having given $34

billion in economic aid to 184
countries in fiscal year 2009.

In Fiscal Year 2010, USAID
has allotted $1.3 billion to
Pakistan, which is being used for
stabilization, education, energy,
humanitarian assistance, health,
earthquake reconstruction, social
assistance, agriculture, economic
growth and governance.

Separate from humanitarian
aid, the U.S. Government also
provides military aid to Pakistan
to assist with counterterrorism
efforts. As President Obama has
said, it is in our national interest
to support Pakistani efforts to
develop democratic institutions,
foster economic growth, and
reject violent extremism.

Notably, India’s situation is
different. The United States and
India are committed to working

in partnership to reach India’s
development goal of halving
poverty by 2015. USAID has

forged a strong relationship with
India since 1951, and provides
India assistance for investing in
various programs for the benefit
of the people of India.

To learn more about U.S.
humanitarian efforts, please visit
http://www.usaid.gov/index.html.

5. How do we get a membership
in American Library? Will you send
us books by courier?
Lisy Varghese,
Ernakulam
The American Library holds a
strong collection of materials on
American government, literature,
history, international relations,
economy and global issues.
The catalog of all the American
Libraries in India can be found at
http://amlibindia.state.gov/. You
may also visit http://chennai.
usconsulate.gov/resources.
html for more information about
membership, resources and
services of our library in Chennai.
The membership application
form can be downloaded using
the following link http://chennai.
usconsulate.gov/pdfs/al-ind-
membform.pdf. Members of the
American library located away
from Chennai receive books via
courier. For additional details,
please contact Chennairefdesk@
state.gov.
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English Access Microscholarship Program

The US Embassy sponsored English Access Microscholarship Program
provides a foundation of English language skills to talented 14 to 18 year-
olds from disadvantaged sectors. The program gives participants English
skillsthatleadto better jobs and educational prospects.
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1. Whether the “Wall street move-
ment” is reflecting the public un-
rest against the growing inequality

in U.S. society?
Rajasree Gopalakrishnan
Alappuzha

The “Occupy Wall Street”
movement started in the heart of
the financial district in lower Man-
hattan on Sept. 17 as an objection
to corporate greed, bank bailouts
and the power of Wall Street. It
has since spread to dozens of cit-
ies across the United States. That
the movement has grown and
swept up Americans from all polit-
ical parties as well as movie stars,
musicians, writers and educators,
is an indication of the concern that
has also attracted the attention
of U.S. President Barack Obama.
During a press conference on Oct.
6, President Obama said, “l think
it expresses the frustrations that
the American people feel — that
we had the biggest financial crisis
since the Great Depression, huge
collateral damage all through-
out the country, all across Main
Street, and yet you’'re still seeing
some of the same folks who acted

irresponsibly trying to fight efforts
to crack down on abusive practic-
es that got us into this problem in
the first place.”

The movement also reflects
a basic freedom afforded United
States citizens. The First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution pro-
tects citizens’ right to free speech
and peaceable assembly. The First
Amendment reads: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the Government for re-
dress of grievances.”

2. Recently we saw some reports
in media regarding the U.S. aid of
Millions of dollars to India for devel-
oping renewable energy sources,
especially the solar energy. What
is the process of channelizing this
money? Are you disbursing it only
through the central government?
G. Arun Nair, Thiruvanan-
thapuram
The U.S-India Partnership to

Advance Clean Energy aims to ac-
celerate innovation in energy ef-
ficiency, renewable energy, and
clean technologies. USAID’s ener-
gy program contributes to making
India’s energy sector more efficient
and sustainable by enhancing the
capacity of institutions, govern-
ment agencies, and individuals.

A key instrument to carry for-
ward U.S.-India collaboration is
the Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy (PACE) program, which
will support and strengthen en-
ergy-technology innovation with
India. The USAID-led Deployment
Component (PACE-D) will build on
USAID’s four decades of energy
experience, specifically in the de-
velopment and promotion of more
efficient and cleaner coal tech-
nologies, energy efficiency, and
renewable energy development.
For more information please visit:
http://www.usaid.gov/in/index.
html.

3. Whether the recent U.S. Con-
gress report on Gujarath, glorify-
ing Chief Minister Narendra Modi
is a rethinking from the part of
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U.S. government on Modi? Also
why this report keeps silent on
the widespread violation of human
rights in the State?

K.Jamal, Kozhikode

The Congressional Research
Service (CRS) is a nonpartisan in-
stitution that provides independent
research for the legislative branch
of the U.S. government. Although
highly respected for its objective
analysis, its views do not repre-
sent the official policy of the U.S.
government. In a wide-ranging
report entitled “India: Domestic
Issues, Strategic Dynamics, and
U.S. Relations,” the CRS explored
several aspects of India’s foreign
and domestic policy, including In-
dia’s rapid economic growth and
human rights concerns such as
religious freedom. Gujarat was
mentioned in both contexts.

Each year the U.S. Depart-
ment of State produces complete
reports regarding the status of
internationally recognized human
rights. To view these documents,
please visit: http://www.state.
gov/g/drl/ris/hrrpt/.

4. We represent the Dalits, the
most disadvantaged section of
Indian society. We would like to
know whether the U.S. has any
special project to promote Eng-
lish learning among the under-
privileged people like us. We are
also interested to know about the
possibilities for USAID to promote
education among our people.
Rajan Babu, Kottayam

The U.S. Government has two
programs in India that promote
English Language Teaching and
Learning. The “English Access Mi-
croscholarship Program” provides
a foundation of English language
skills to talented 14-to 18-year-
olds from disadvantaged sectors
through a two year program of
after-school classes and inten-
sive summer camps. Since its in-
ception in 2004, approximately
70,000 students in more than 85
countries including India have par-
ticipated in the Access Program.
Currently, there are 17 Access

locations throughout India and ap-
proximately 1,000 new students

are enrolled each year. So far
more than 2,000 students have
completed or are enrolled in Ac-
cess programs in Ahmedabad, Ali-
garh, Aurangabad, Chennai, Cali-
cut, Delhi, Jammu, Kolkata, Aluva
and Thiruvananthapuram.

In the second program, Ameri-
can professional language instruc-
tors receive ten-month fellowships
to teach English as a foreign lan-
guage to teachers and students in
India and around the world. These
English Language Fellows provide
foreign teachers and students with
the communication skills they will
need to participate in the global
economy. English Language Fel-
lows provide training across India,
including Kerala.

Generally, the U.S. and India
are working closely on educational
partnerships, as evidenced by the
recent U.S.-India Higher Education
Summit in Washington D.C. There,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
and Minister Kapil Sibal launched
the expanded U.S.-India Higher
Education Dialogue as an annual
bilateral event to map out strate-
gies for partnership in the field of
education between the two coun-
tries. The Dialogue will identify
areas for mutually beneficial ex-
changes and provide a platform

for intense and meaningful col-
laboration among academia, the
private sector, and government on
both sides. The plan is for the Dia-
logue to be held alternately in the
United States and India.

5. Why U.S. is opposing the Pales-
tinian move for Statehood?
M.Nizar, Kannur
The United States is commit-
ted to a comprehensive, just, and
lasting peace in the Middle East,
including two states for two peo-
ples — Israel as a Jewish state and
the homeland for the Jewish peo-
ple and the State of Palestine as
the homeland for the Palestinian
people — each enjoying self-deter-
mination, mutual recognition, and
peace. We've been very clear that
the only realistic path for realizing
Palestinian aspirations is through
direct negotiations, and that ef-
forts to achieve statehood through
the UN system are counterproduc-
tive. Efforts to secure a Palestin-
ian state by seeking membership
in UN entities distract us from our
shared goal of a negotiated settle-
ment that results in a secure Israel
and an independent Palestine liv-
ing peacefully side by side. Such
efforts also politicize the organiza-
tions and could undermine their
ability to carry out their missions.
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1. Which are the major American
companies doing businesses in
Kerala? Do you have any plan to

increase U.S. investment in the
State?

George Mathew,

Kochi

There are many American com-
panies doing business in Kerala,
including McCormick, Coca-Co-
la, Pepsi, UST Global, Ernst and
Young, Oracle, and IBM.

Consul General Jennifer Mcln-
tyre and Principal Commercial Of-
ficer James Golsen visited Kochi
last month. They met with various
industry stakeholders and offered
to increase business interactions
between Kerala-based business-
men and U.S. companies. We are
keen on working with Kerala busi-
nesses, government and local in-
dustry associations to multiply our
efforts, which we hope will result
in more U.S.-India joint ventures.

2. Do you have any schemes to
provide American government
publications freely to public librar-
ies in Kerala?
K.J. Nandakumar,
Alappuzha
American Libraries and Ameri-
can Corners throughout India
house thousands of books, jour-
nals and English Language learn-
ing materials, along with DVD's,
newspapers and government
publications. In addition, Ameri-
can Libraries have vast online
databases available to members
for their professional or personal
research. Membership fees are
nominal, and allow users to bor-
row materials from anywhere in
India, including Kerala. You may
visit our home page at http://
chennai.usconsulate.gov/re-
sources.html for more informa-
tion about the resources and ser-
vices of our library.

American Libraries in India also
distribute free copies of certain
publications published by the
State Department’s Bureau of In-
ternational Information Programs,
to libraries in Kerala and other in-
terested parties. You may access
these publications online along
with other resources at http://iip-
digital.usembassy.gov/.

3. | am from Kerala, but now live
in Kuwait. | would like to go to
U.S. for higher studies. Am | sup-
posed to come to Chennai for a
visa interview, or can | do it here
at your Kuwait Embassy?
Preethy Abraham
Consular,
Kuwait
You can apply in Kuwait as you
are currently residing there. If your
ties are more to India than Kuwait,
you may consider the option of
applying in India. When you ap-
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ply for a student visa, you must
demonstrate legitimate academic
interests along with evidence of
adequate finances to cover costs.
You must be able to provide evi-
dence of sufficient funds imme-
diately available to pay your first
year of tuition and living expenses
as well as a credible funding plan
for subsequent years of your edu-
cation at the time of the interview.
To learn more, you may seek guid-
ance from USIEF. Information on
their services is available at http://
www.usief.org.in. For complete
information on visas, you may also
refer to www.travel.state.gov.

4. How the U.S. has become free
of corruption in political and gov-
ernment levels? Is there any mech-
anism like Lokpal to deal with cor-
ruption?
N.R. Gopinatha Pillai,
Kollam
The United States has adopted
a multi-agency strategy for fighting
corruption, and the Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics (OGE) represents
one component of this approach
(see www.usoge.gov). The OGE
cooperates with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, and
the Justice Department to estab-
lish standards of ethical conduct

for the executive branch, ensure
transparency in government, and
promote good governance. At the
same time, the United States has
been a leader in the multinational
effort to end bribery and corruption
in international business practices,
a campaign that has been sup-
ported by the United Nations, the
Organization of American States,
the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD), and other multilateral or-
ganizations and institutions. In
addition, the 1977 Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) prohibits the
payment of bribes by American
corporations operating overseas.

5. How much is the percentage
of Muslims in the total population
of U.S.? How do they adjust with
the modern lifestyles of American
society?
M.Rahmathulla,
Mananthavadi
Muslim Americans make up be-
tween one and two percent of the
total U.S. population. They are
a highly diverse group, originat-
ing from more than 80 countries
on four continents including many
immigrants of Arab and South
Asian descent. The U.S. Muslim
population is also geographically
dispersed —with mosques and re-

ligious centers located across the
country and in both cities and
small towns.

Muslims are well-represented
across American society. They
hold a variety of professions in gov-
ernment, including as elected offi-
cials serving in the U.S. Congress,
as well as in the military, business,
academia and the media. They are
involved in arts and entertainment
through literature, music, and film
and television. They also partici-
pate at the highest levels of pro-
fessional sports, including athletes
who compete in some of our favor-
ite pastimes such as American foot-
ball and basketball.

The Muslim American com-
munity is also very diverse in the
way its people choose to exercise
their faith. Some are religiously
devout while others decide to be
non-practicing and secular. Many
Muslim Americans participate in
cultural or civic groups that may
be tied to their specific traditions.
For example, one can find a wide
mixture of Muslim music bands,
comedy troupes, magazines and
journals, and charitable organiza-
tions.

6. Whether English has the recog-
nition as official language of the
U.S. government? What are other
main languages spoken in U.S.?
Jacob John,
Kottayam
The United States and its gov-
ernment have no official language.
According to the 2010 U.S. Cen-
sus, 80 percent of the population
older than five speaks English.
Of the 20 percent that does not
speak English, the majority speaks
Spanish. However, many differ-
ent languages are spoken across
the United States, including many
from India, such as Malayalam.
For more information, visit www.
census.gov.
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1. Who runs elections in U.S.? Do

you have an election commissions

in national and state level, like in
India?

K.G. Ramachandran,

Thrissur

This is a perfectly-timed ques-
tion as the 2012 U.S. Presidential
Election is fast approaching! The
United States has a federal system,
with elected officials at the nation-
al, state and local levels. Elections
are regulated by both federal and
state laws. At the federal level,
the United States Constitution
defines how federal elections are
held, for both the President and
members of Congress. Over time,
Amendments to the Constitution
have further defined election rules
as well as expanded the rights of
voters.

In addition to the U.S. Consti-
tution, each of the 50 states has
laws that address the eligibility of
voters and details how state and
local elections should be run. Each
state also has a chief elections of-
ficer or a larger elections office
that is responsible for enforcing
and administering election-related
laws. Though differences exist
from state to state, election offi-
cials across the nation do much of
the same work. They host semi-
nars and trainings, provide ballot
certification and primary election
funding and advise on legal inter-
pretations of elections laws. They
also provide assistance to the gen-
eral public on voter registration.

The Federal Elections Com-
mission (FEC) is an independent
regulatory agency that oversees
the system of election financing.
Its duties are to disclose campaign
finance information, enforce the
provisions of the law such as the
limits and prohibitions on contri-
butions and to oversee the public
funding of Presidential elections.
For more information about elec-
tions and voting, please Vvisit:
http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Top-
ics/Voting/Learn.shtml.

2. Transparency and the right to
know are the basic principles of
democracy. Also, America them-
selves claims to be the oldest de-
mocracy in the world. But, when a
visa is rejected you don’t even tell
us on what ground you took that
decision. Is it an affront to demo-
cratic values?
Geetha Aravind
Koyilandy
The United States is commit-
ted to facilitating legitimate travel.
In India, the U.S. processes more
than 600,000 non-immigrant visas
each year, and 97% of visa appli-
cations are processed by the next
business day. If an applicant is re-
fused a visa, they receive a letter
explaining the reason for the refus-
al. Among the factors consular of-
ficers consider are the applicant's
ties to his home country; financial
means to pay for a round-trip to
the United States without seeking
unauthorized employment in the
United States; and if the purpose
of travel is appropriate for the visa
class under which the applicant
has applied. Students must prove
they are credible students; that
they plan to return to their home
country; and have the resources
to pay for their studies.
For more information about vi-

sas, please visit: http://chennai.
usconsulate.gov/visas.html.

3. Whether U.S. has any interstate

problems like Mullaperiyar? What

is the mechanism existing in U.S.
to settle such issues?

Mathew John,

Idukki

Inter-state or inter-territory dis-
putes have existed in the United
States for hundreds of vyears,
and have included a range of is-
sues, such as Civil War debts,
water rights, and boundaries.
One of the oldest ways to resolve
these types of conflicts has been
through a “compact” between the
warring states or territories that
was overseen by a central author-
ity. The process of compacts was
formalized in Article VI of the Ar-
ticles of Confederation: “No two
or more States shall enter into any
treaty, confederation or alliance
whatever between them, without
the consent of the United States
in congress assembled, specifying
accurately the purposes for which
the same is to be entered into, and
how long it shall continue.”

The Articles of Confederation
were replaced by the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which grants the rights to the
United States Supreme Court, the
country’s highest court, to settle
inter-state disputes. For more infor-
mation on states’ rights, please visit
the U.S. Council of State Govern-

ments at www.csg.org.
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4. Last issue of Ask America had
the question and answer on life of
Muslims in America. But nothing
was seen on the educational as-
pects of Muslims there. We would
like to know, whether Muslims are
allowed to run their own academic
institutions in America. Whether
Madrasas are also functioning in
U.S. to provide Islamic education
for Muslim students?
B.Amjad
Kasargod
The United States allows all re-
ligious groups to run their own ac-
ademic institutions, as established
by the U.S. Constitution and sub-
sequent Supreme Court rulings.
However, these institutions must
be private schools as opposed to
state or nationally funded.

There are some Islamic private
schools in areas with large Muslim
communities such as Washington
DC, Detroit, and Denver, teaching
Islamic Studies, Arabic language
and culture. They also teach main-
stream American academic subjects
and usually offer afterschool activi-
ties, clubs, and sports. Some other
cities have supplemental schools in
which students study Islam in ad-
dition to regular schooling, either
afterschool or on weekends.

5. What is your opinion on the re-

cent move by government of India
to restrict internet freedom?

Sobhana R. Venu

Kollam

The United States’ stance on

internet freedom is clear. Secre-

tary Clinton has called on the global
community to protect the freedoms
of expression, association, and
assembly in the online world. By
protecting these rights in the digital
era, we preserve the promise and
the possibility of the internet as a
platform for ideas, innovation, con-
nection, and economic growth.

India is a democracy with strong
democratic traditions, an indepen-
dent judiciary, open and robust me-
dia, and a vibrant civil society and
internet culture. We share the same
values, including respect for the
freedoms of expression, association
and assembly.
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1. What is the root/spirit of Ameri-

can unification? Is it cultural, his-

torical, religious or economical?
Saji P. Nair, Kottayam

The spirit of American unifica-
tion is all of the above. The United
States is a country largely of im-
migrants, who represent a variety
of cultural, historical, religious and
economic backgrounds. The Dec-
laration of Independence, adopted
on July 4, 1776, was the coun-
try's official assertion of freedom
from British rule, and deemed that
all people have the right to "Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness."

The United States Constitu-
tion, adopted in 1787, lays out
the country's laws and seeks to
ensure equal treatment and free-
dom of speech and religion for all
citizens. The First Amendment to
the Constitution reads: “Congress
shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the Government for re-
dress of grievances.”

2. Why U.S. pressurizing India
against buying oil from Iran?
Raju Thekkekkara, Palakkad

In November 2011, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
found that Iran continues at least
some of its nuclear weapons pro-
grams in violation of its commit-
ment to the Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty. We continue to have a good
dialogue with many countries, in-
cluding India, on the implications
of the Iran sanctions provisions in
the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA). India continues
to be a valued partner in our com-
mon objective of preventing Iran
from acquiring a nuclear weap-
on. Under the new legislation, if
the President determines that a
country has significantly reduced
its volume of crude oil purchases
from Iran, no foreign financial insti-
tution based in that country will be
subject to the banking sanctions

under the NDAA. This provides a
powerful incentive for countries to
significantly reduce crude oil pur-
chases from Iran. The best way
for our international partners to
avoid potential sanctions under
this law is to wind down all busi-
ness with the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) as quickly as possible and to
significantly reduce their volumes
of crude oil purchases from Iran.

3. Whether America views the na-
tionalized Indian banking system
as a success in the period of global
financial crisis?
Aniyan Mathew,
National Secretary,
State Bank of Travancore
Employees Union
India’s economic health and
prosperity  contribute to the
growth of the American economy
and support a peaceful and stable
Asia-Pacific region. Therefore,
India’s rapid recovery from the
global financial crisis was a posi-
tive development. As the world’s
largest and most open economy,
the United States believes that
reducing barriers to trade and in-
vestment is the surest path to
continued growth and prosperity,
and encourages the Indian gov-
ernment to continue its domestic
reform agenda to facilitate greater
foreign investment and market ac-
cess. This reform process is good
for India and the world.

4. Volleyball, Basketball and Foot-
ball are popular games in Kerala.
Kerala has also produced some of
the finest stars of India, like Jim-
my George, Geethu Anna Jose,
I.M. Vijayan etc., in these games.
Is there any scope for exchange of
teams or players?
P.K. Cherian,
Kannur
Sports diplomacy is a key
component of U.S. foreign policy.
Sports help transcend cultural dif-
ferences to bring people together.
Many leading American sports
professionals have visited India
and many from India have visited
the U.S. through the Sports Diplo-

macy initiatives of the U.S. State
Department’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs (ECA).
For example, Basketball coach JD
Walsh, who visited India on ECA’s
Sports Initiative Grant Program,
conducted clinics in Chennai and
Bangalore in April 2010. Similarly,
many sports professionals from
South India have visited the U.S,
on ECA’s programs. Fourteen bas-
ketball coaches from India, includ-
ing three from Tamil Nadu and one
from Kerala, will visit the U.S. on
ECA’s Sports United program from
February 17 to 27, 2012.

The U.S. Consulate is mindful
of Kerala’s vibrant athletic tradi-
tion and has high regards for its
eminent sports persons. Last year,
Geethu Anna Jose made history,
becoming the first Indian invited
to compete for a position in the
U.S. Women's National Basketball
Association (WNBA). Though not
selected, Geethu made a strong
impression, and the U.S. coaches
indicated she may be selected in
the future. The U.S. Consulate
Chennai held a special sendoff for
Geethu before she made that trip:
http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/
geethujose apr2011.html.

5. Whether U.S. visa application
fees are uniform all around the
world or do you have separate fee
structure for each countries?
Jaini Oommen,
Kottayam
The basic visa fee is uniform
across the world, and the laws
behind visa adjudications are the
same across the world. Please
visit our website, http://travel.
state.gov, for a list of visa fees.
Unlike fees, the length of avail-
able visas differs by country de-
pending on a number of factors.
For India, the U.S. routinely issues
10-year, multiple entry tourist and
business visas—no other country’s
visa has a longer validity. This
is one of the ways in which the
U.S.-India partnership is strong--
as President Obama described it,
“one of the defining partnerships
of the 21st century”.
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1. What is the current status of

U.S. - India nuclear deal? Media

reports say the U.S. - India
relationship is now under clouds.
Prabhakaran Kunnathu,

Shornur

The U.S.-Indian Nuclear
agreement reached in 2005 was
always envisioned as a complex,
long-term accord. It also was a
catalyst for what has become the
strategic  partnership between
the two countries on a variety of
issues, including science, business,
education and the environment.
The two governments continue
to work together to provide
the framework for commercial
provision of safe, efficient and
reliable nuclear power for India’s
development.

Speaking specifically to the
nuclear agreement last fall during
the Indo-U.S. Nuclear Safety
Summit in  Mumbai, Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the
Bureau of South and Central Asian
Affairs Geoffrey Pyatt said, “We
believe that Secretary Clinton’'s
vision of the day when the
‘computers of a school in Gujarat
are powered by a reactor designed
in America’ will not only mark
the successful completion of our
six-year civil-nuclear cooperation
effort, but will be the first page
of a new and promising chapter in
our relationship.”

In  January 2012, U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
met with new Indian Ambassador
to the United States Nirupama
Rao in Washington, D.C., and the
two discussed a range of issues,
including the nuclear agreement.
State Department spokeswoman
Victoria Nuland said, the two
countries are “still trying to work
through the legal and regulatory
issues that we have in India.”

2. Vast areas of land, especially
paddy fields, now remain
uncultivated in Kerala. This is
especially due to the lack of skilled
laborers to do the agricultural
jobs. We are interested to know
and adapt the farming practices
existing in U.S. Is there any
possibility for better interactions

between the agricultural sector of
U.S. and Kerala?

K.M. Philipose,
Kavala

India and the United States have
been close partners in agricultural
development for nearly 60 years,
through a period of profound
agricultural transformation. This
partnership  continues through
the U.S.-India agriculture dialogue
between our national governments,
which was launched in September
2010.

The United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) runs the Agricultural
Education and Innovation Systems
Project, which has linked together
Indian  institutions and U.S.
land grant universities. USAID
projects also focus on increasing
productivity of principal crops,
promoting improved natural
resource management practices
and addressing the challenges of
climate change, strengthening
linkages of farmers to the value
chain, and nutrition improvement
at the farm household level.

In addition, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
offers the Cochran Fellowship
Program, which provides U.S.-
based agricultural opportunities
for senior and mid-level specialists
and administrators from public and
private sectors. In one of their
blog entries, http://blogs.usda.

gov/2011/03/01/indian-dairy-
farmer-uses-u-s-genetics-training-
to-improve-his-business/, the
USDA detailed how an Indian dairy
farmer used training he received in
the U.S. to improve his business
in India. Learn more details about
the Cochran Fellowship Program
at http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/
cochran/cochran.asp.

3. Which state in U.S. has the
largest population of Indians?

Ashok Bhaskaran,

Kalpetta

According to the 2010 U.S.
Census., California has the largest
population of Asian Indians, with
more than 500,000 Asian Indians
living there. New York is second,
with  approximately 313,000
Asian Indians, followed by New
Jersey with 292,000 Asian
Indians, Texas with 245,000 and
lllinois in 5th place with just under
190,000. Wyoming has the least
number of Asian Indians living in
the state, only 589.

The Asian Indian population in
the United States has more than
doubled - from almost 1.7 million
in 2000 to about 2.8 million in
2010, making Asian Indians one of
the fastest growing ethnic groups
in the U.S.

For more info, see http://www.
USAToday.com/news/nation/
census/2011-05-12-asian-indian-
population-Census. n.htm
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4. Whether the U.S. inaction in
Maldives shows the weakening of
the U.S. as a global power?
R.S. Chandran,
Thiruvananthapuram

Working with India and other
partners, the United States has
been appropriately engaged with
the situation in Maldives. Within
days after former President
Nasheed resigned and President
Waheed took the oath of office,
Robert Blake, Assistant Secretary
of State for South and Central
Asian Affairs traveled to Male
to hear from all sides, as well as
to meet with Indian and other
diplomats who have been active
on this issue. His statement to
the press can be found at http://
srilanka.usembassy.gov/tr-
12feb12.html.

Currently, Ambassador Patricia
Butenis, US Ambassador to
Maldives and Sri Lanka, is meeting
with officials in Male as well.
The United States is encouraged
by recent efforts that all sides
have made in order to find a
peaceful way forward. We also
welcome the ongoing dialogue
among Maldivians regarding the
role of a unity government in
addressing issues of common
interest, including the creation of
the conditions for possible early
elections. We continue to urge all
parties working together to enact
needed reforms. Now is the time
for everyone to prioritize the best
interests of the country and the
safety of the Maldivian people,
and not allow violence to further
complicate the situation.

5. How is the weather in the
U.S., and how does it change
during the year? --Suma G. M.
BSSKN Doddabale, Davanagere

The United States is a
geographically large country with
a wide range of climates and
weather conditions, from tropical
to arid, Mediterranean to alpine.
In northern Alaska, for example,
the temperature has fallen as low
as -62 degrees Celsius, while
the temperature in Death Valley,

California once reached 56.7
degrees Celsius.

Theweatherchangesdepending
on where one lives within the U.S.
For example, if you live in Buffalo,
New York, one can experience all
four seasons - spring, summer,
fall and winter — with plenty of
snow in the winter season. If you
live in Los Angeles, snow is very
rare, and the temperatures range
between the 4.4°C to 21.1°C and
26.7°C.

6. Recently President Obama has
announced the liberalized U.S.
visa policy for emerging countries
like India and China to attract
more travelers to U.S. from these
countries. What kind of changes
are you going to make in your visa
policy?
Smitha Surendran, Kollam
President Obama recently
issued an Executive Order that
aims to increase the numbers
of international visitors to the
United States. The order requires
a review to possibly expanding

the Visa Waiver Program, which
allows citizens of some countries
to enter the United States without
a visa, and directs that 80 percent
of visa applicants worldwide be
interviewed within three weeks
of applying. Further policy
decisions are under review in
Washington, D.C., but improved
processing is very much on the
minds of consular officers here in
India, where visa issuances have
increased 51 percent during the
past five years.

Around the world, at some
posts, we are operating with
significantly extended hours to
maximize use of existing facilities.
Working bilaterally with host
governments, the U.S. Department
of State is working to expand
and improve our visa-processing
facilities to allow for even more

applicant interviews, dedicating
more personnel and resources
to visa adjudication, and using

many different tools to maximize
efficiency and improve security-
related screening.
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U.S. Consulate General
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Tel: 2857 4223 Fax: 2857 4307

Email: chennairefdesk@state.gov

Website: http://chennai.usconsulate.gov

Catalog: http://amlibindia.state.gov
elibraryUSA: http://elibraryUSA.state.gov

Library Hours 9.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. Monday through Saturday

The American Library in Chennai
provides accurate and up-to-date
information on  contemporary
American government, its
policies, institutions, society,
culture and values, literature,
history, international relations,
U.S. economy and global issues.
The Library serves people from all
walks of life that include students,
teachers, researchers, government
officials, politicians, media
representatives, businessmen and
the general public residing in south
India.

Resources:

Books — Over 14,000 Volumes
focusing on American studies and
related areas.

Special Collections on Business
Management, Computers, English
as Second Language and Books for
Children and Young Adults

Print - 100
and general

Periodicals in
includes scholarly
interest category

Electronic Databases —access to
more than 30,000 full-text journals
and 20,000 other electronic
documents

elLibraryUSA : a special collection
of databases with remote access to
individual members

Government documents, Think
Tank reports, and U.S. Newspapers

Individuals:
Rs. 400.00 for one year and Rs.
700.00 for two years

Institutions:

Non-Profit (educational and Non
Governmental Organizations)

Rs. 2000.00 for one year and Rs.
3000.00 for two years

Profit (Commercial organizations)
Rs. 4000.00 for one year and Rs.
7000.00 for two years

Mail Service membership to those
staying outside of Chennai, fee is
the same as above.

Non-members can make use of
many resources without a fee.

Lending:

Four books and back issues of
periodicals 2 individual members,
20 books, 10 magazines and five
video programs to institutions for
a period of four weeks

Presentations about

Library

Services/Higher

Free access to Personal com-
puters and Internet for mem-
bers

Reference service in person,
by mail, email, telephone and
fax

Research Assistance by pro-
fessional Librarians

Research  and reference
support for programs for
schools, colleges and other
institutions

Individual and group orienta-
tions at the Library and on-
site at schools, colleges and
other institutions

Photocopying / printing

Education

Opportunity in the U.S. and FAQs on Visas on every second

Saturday

Matinee on every Saturday at 11.00 a.m.

Please check our website http://chennai.usconsulate.gov/resources.html for latest information of all the

programs above and also for more information.
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