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Dear Alumni,
Greetings!

It was wonderful to meet so many of you who attended the Alumni Reconnect on April 1! Within this
month’s newsletter, you will find great photographs from that event.

The Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund (AEIF) fever has just subsided, and we are pleased to say that 15
alumni teams from the Chennai region submitted projects! One of the |5 projects has moved to the next
round. We thank all our alumni who proposed wonderful projects; they were really difficult to short-list!

We take this opportunity to welcome into the alumni family several new members who have just returned
from exchange programs in the United States. Lets us all look forward to engaging with them in the coming
weeks.

Please remember that we invite and encouraie you to regularly contribute to this newsletter with interest-
ing anecdotes, press cIippin§s, photographs, short write ups and anything else that would help us highlight
you, your work, or your U.S. experience. We also welcome your ideas and suggestions to improve the
content of this newsletter.

On a closing note, we congratulate India and all its citizens for successfully conducting and participating in
one of the world’s biggest and most closely watched democratic exercises!

Happy reading!
David Gainer, Public Affairs Officer
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IVLP Alumnus aka “Salma” was the
only poet from South Asia to attend the Common-

wealth Poetry Conclave, Scotland

Breathing

Everything happens so quickly

before | can feel it.

| keep trying to feel something
before it's too late.

It all happens in my name

without me being there.

Flowers, people,

the world is so much bigger than me.
Should | carry on breathing

If I'm not really here?

Translated by Hari Rajaledchumy.

From the collection Chuttum Vizhichchudar.

Poetry Postcards: India: Salma

Salma talks about women's rights and reads her poem "Breathing’

2 More on Poetry Postcards
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Terms | Help

BBC Radio Scotland - Commonwealth Poetry Postcards, India: Salma

Student leader and entrepre-
neur Ms. Sruthakeerthi Mo-
han Ram participated in the
Model United Nations in
Almaty, Kazakhstan as one
of the 200 future leaders
from eight Central and
South Asian countries who
gathered to discuss and pro-
pose solutions for common
security, social, and econom-
ic problems. The delegates
discussed the situation in
Afghanistan, international
narcotics trade, violence
against women, freedom of
speech, and freedom of reli-
gion.

Organized by the U.S. Con-
sulate General, Almaty, the
event served as a network-
ing opportunity for the re-

gion’s young leaders, allow-

ing them to meet one anoth-
er and forge relationships
that can grow into a valuable
network as they move for-
ward in their careers.

Ms. Sruthakeerthi is a stu-
dent of MOP Vaishnav Col-
lege, Chennai, and is the
founder of an innovative
start-up “Scan on Wheels”
which provides a quick, con-
venient, and affordable solu-
tion to digital scanning
needs.


http://commonwealthpoetsunited.com/2014/04/15/salmas-story/

SPOTLIGHT—MEET RECENT GRANTEES!

The Global Undergraduate Exchange Program (Global UGRAD Program) provides se-
mester and academic year scholarships to outstanding undergraduate students from underrepresent-
ed sectors in East Asia, Eurasia and Central Asia, the Near East and South Asia, and the Western
Hemisphere for non-degree full-time study combined with community service, internships, and cul-
tural enrichment. See more at: http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/information/undergraduate-and-graduate-
students#sthash.bp4hF5Np.dpuf

| Smriti Mohan from Palai, Kerala is currently pursuing her year-long internship at Utica |

| College, New York. Recovering from the early culture shock upon landing in the United 1

: ' States, Smriti now has a better understanding of the American way of life and thinking. |
. |:> 1 She had her first ‘Sushi’ meal in the U.S. with a Japanese roommate, and celebrated Holi. |
| She cherishes the certificate from her alma mater that commends her “for her willingness 1

'to take chances and her commitment to making a difference in the lives of others.” \

I

I

| Sherin Sabu, student of sociology from Sacred Heart College, Thevara, Kochi,

! recently returned from her year-long internship at Chatham College, Pittsburgh.
:What she cherishes the most is having met some wonderful women from all over
1 the world who received the International Women of Courage Awards from Sec-

: retary Kerry on March 8 (including Ms. Laxmi, the courageous acid-attack survivor
\ from India).

|jen|fer Raj—From Fatima College, Madurai went to the U.S. on a NESA UGRAD scholarshlp in |
12012 to the Jackson State University majoring in journalism. The program she says “gave hera 1
: new perspective about life.” Besides learning belly dancing from an Algerian friend, a little bit of |
1 hip hop, her program gave her a positive outlook to tackling social problems. Jackson State is the X
| place which also kindled the feminist in her. Jenifer is currently pursuing her post graduate de- 1
|greein English, at the same time preparing to get into the Indian Administrative Service. While |
1 chatting with her NESA UGRAD friends many of whom she is in touch with, she recalls all the |
| unusual things she did in the U.S. (which includes tasting ‘alligator soup’). |
1

| Chellam Chockalingam’s life-changing moments happened in Old Dominion University

| (ODU).  She realized the joy of volunteering on that freezing Thanksgiving Day in 2011 (when
1 she chose to distribute food at a homeless shelter instead of shopping with friends). The sense
| of fulfilling a social obligation made her steer her career path and she is currently working as an
I'associate at Chrysalis, an educational outreach NGO in Madurai. She dreams of starting an

1 NGO of her own after obtaining a degree in management.

Read about more UGRAD alumni and their success stories in our next installment of alumni updates in the future
issues of c.a.n.



[Have you been to the American Librarg yet?

The American Library in Chennai offers a wide range of resources, programs and services to provide accurate and

up-to-date information on contemporary American government, its policies, institutions, society, culture and val-

ues, literature, history, international relations, U.S. economy and global issues. The Library serves people from all

walks of life, including students and teachers, researchers, government officials, politicians, media representatives,

and businessmen. In addition to books and magazines, the Library provides access to a large number of full texts

articles through subscriptions to commercial electronic databases. A library membership gives remote access to
eLibraryUSA to individual members 24/7 from work/home. The current fee structure is as follows:

One Year Enrollment Processing Fee

Two Years Enrollment Processing Fee

Rs.400.00

Rs.700.00

Individual members can borrow four books, two back issues of journals and remote access to eLibraryUSA. The
library provides regular eUpdates consisting of interesting and useful links, JUST IN: New Books @ the Library,
elnfopacks on important topics, eNewsletters, to its members. This May, the library is screening children’s movies

@ 10.30 a.m. and Clint Eastwood Films @ 2.00 p.m. every Saturday. All are welcome but have conform to entry

requirements.

==
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Saturday
Flm Screenings

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY
Chennai

MAY 2014
SUMMEIR
SIZZLERS

Entry Requirements:

O Visitors are requesied to conform 1o security regulations and produce a valid
iginal Photo identificaton (D) at the Consutate's Cathedral Road entrance.

O Acceptabie pholo | Ds are: passpart, driver'shicense, voter D card, PAN card,

govemment employer issued 10s or school / calege / university issued ID. The

[ ly accept odgi and not )

O Al decronic devices must be deposited with he securly staff before

entering the Consulate.

O Pleasenotehat Mere is no cariwo wheeler pakng facility inthe Consulate

premises.

The programs are subject o change.
Please refer the website for updates:
Mitg//cheonai.usconsulate gov/stmatinee himl

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY
U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL
GEMINI CIRCLE, CHENNAI 600 006
Tel: 28574000 extns 4223 /4041 /4321/4017
Library Hours: 9.30am - 5.00 pm ; Monday to Saturday
Email: chennairefdesk@state.gov

Children's Film Fest
EPIC

9 gor himard ismagically
H 2 foreat workd, whaez she 12ams up with 3 band of mis®s warions callad he
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] from dzsroying the forest, allwhile tyingoream toh fathar and the wodd
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2013, 992 rerusee

MEGAMIND

Super villain Magamind's (Wil Farrall) deams have come s when he
canquers the aty's prossca MaroMan (Brad Pis) gaining conrol of Matro
i Chy. 82 when a naw villain (Jonah Hll) is cretzd and chaos uns mmpant,
[ e word's biggast ‘mind" and his comic sidskick Minion (David Cross)
LY mightacaually save the day

| atopted by a family of goellas. Even hough be is shnned as a harkess
| worper” by thar leadsr, Tarzan isacoepsad by e gorilas andraisedas ore of
{ thair own. His “Two Workds® collide with the arivalof humans, forcing Tazan
{4 10 choose between a ‘civilized” e with the beastiul Jne and the e he

— 1 knowsand loveswith his gonilla familly
/10,30 am.

monsters and ther familiss an ve it up and no humans are allowed. One
specil waekend Dracula (Adam Sandler) has invizd all his best Fends
Frankanstain andhis wilz the Mummy fe hvisiblz Manthe Weewolf family
[ and mare 00 celebras his beloved daughty Mavs's (Sekena Gomez) 1180
birhday. For Dracula casring ® all of hese kegandary monsiers Is no
'M24 10,30 &.m: problam but e party really sarts whanone ondinery guy stumbles into he
| b e hotal and chengss everyghing!

2072, 0% rivates

(] v, t's upto Oscar's loyal riend Angle (Rende Zeliwager) and Lemy o
help himstand up ths most feared shark n e waer (Robert De Niro) and
findhisyieplaceinthered.

2004, 50 s

int Eastwood Films

EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE

Adors: Cit Exstwood, Sondra Locie, Geafliey Lawis, Bevery D Angeso
Director: James Fagp

Philo Baddoe Easwood) s your reguiar, easyQing Tuk-aVing Quy. e
s the bast bamoom brawler wast of he Roodes. And he ives with 3 185-

a2 d(yd. Like othearguys, lve-wha
fighty singer who ks hm on 3 screwbal chase across he Amencan
W Souhwest Nahing's in he way xcept 3 mpsonty e gang. Wo snaskyof-adty
copsand lgendirybrawiar BrkMubek.

MAGNUM FORCE

Adtors: Cid Bxstwond, K Maltrook, Deid Sou{ Rabert Urich, Tim Maheson
Director: Ted Poet
Magrum Face, which s 2 sequel © Diny Harry has Easwood repess his
Bmass role & Inspector Calahan, which has him face croded cops and a
ranomus boss 3 well & suflenng - SIgUment fom hamicid 1 sdecd
duty afer his handing of he Scomio case. Callahan and hs new pamec
Earingion -Saty- Smin Felon Parry), are called of a case In which a men

1975, 114 minues

| May 10 02.00 P-mj aoquimied of mundy § found dead acng win his chasf, lawyer and

— bodyguard. Soon afer, a mata figure, andseveral of s family andrend ae
6, 124 meuwn

310 gunned cown. Then, 3 wel-known pimp i3 mudred too. Caldhan and
£AMy 0000 12-255,0780 10 TNes IR TS Romoces

ESCAPE FROM ALCATRAZ
Adors: Cint Exstwood, Patvick Mcoohan, Fred Wad, Raberts Sassom, Jaok
Thdex Diechirs: Don Sege
Basad on e e STy of he only escaps fom Alcaaz, Escape fom Alcaar
s Ot Eastwood & nmats Frark Moms, he man who pans Me escape.
1 Whenheamves @ Acaaz, Marms Pas @ mEnvew wih e ompous wasen
o 4 Panck McGodhan), who assues him ha he prson § escape-prood, we

- awars o his recand of prsan beeaks. Lpon ensr ng hepnsan popdation, Moms.
| May 17 02.00 P 10 rgncs wih some df the inmats, inciuding Do foberts Sossam), an
- old Marwho paints in he call, and English (Paul Banjamin), the pason lbaran
As Moms finds hat his old fnends, e Angin brothers Jack (Fred Ward) and

Claence (lack Thbam) rave amved n AlaTa, he knows Tat wih ham he
can makea bosk

THE BRIDGES OF MADISON
COUNTY

Adtors: Clint Eashood, Meny! Stree, Annve Coriy Vior Sk, Jim My
Diecbr: Ciint Extwood
Worid-raveling Natonal Geographic photographer Rcbent Kincad and lowa
Posawits Francesca Jonson aren’t looking %0 Bam helr IWes Lgsice down
E30h 5313 point In 142 where xpactaions @2 behind fem. Yl four days @t
hey maet, hey dont want D lose he love hey've found. Acadamy Award
[1“_25 E“i’ﬂ winners * Menyt Sreep and Clint Baswond gaming her 100 Oscar namination
1568, 138 mruns for her work hers) and Clirt Easwoad (who also procuees and directs) being
blazng star power and powartl conviction 10 the lovers chronicled In Robart
Jamas Walersrhapsodc bassaler

UNFORGIVEN

Adtors: Clint Exsdeood, Gere Haciman, Morgan Fresman, Richand Hanis ()
Diecbr:Cint Extwood

Limie B Dapper (Gere Hadman), a sadkstic, detiondl shen®! erforcss gun

o 2ty fronger town, doling cut hE own brand of due process as he

388382 When he danies Justie % the oatates of the town brahal, one of

whom has baen slashad by a chent, e wamen hire 811 Munny Eastwood), a
1 00 pmy refommad QuAsinger, 10 gan vangaance. Fowever, Munny must contand with

‘Lun_s_ 1 02.90 P hus newmral code in he faceot revisisingthe i he b&tbehind.

1082, 131 minetes
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The Public Affairs Office at the U.S. Consulate in Chennai publishes this
monthly newsletter to connect with Indian alumni of U.S. exchange pro-
grams in Chennai’s consular district. The newsletter features alumni news
by highlighting recent events and activities as well as U.S. Consulate Chen-
nai’s outreach programs. It is also a platform for alumni to share their suc-
cess stories and spread the word about interesting opportunities. The
newsletter provides alumni with updated information, resources, job and Address:
training opportunities and upcoming events and programs deadlines. Public Affairs Section

220, Anna Salai, Gemini Circle,

Keep in touch and send us your suggestions for alumni events, inquiries, Chennai 600006

success stories, and proposals. We welcome your comments!

Contact Alumni Coordinator, Brindha Jayakanth at: jayakanthb@state.gov.

Closed Facebook groups:

Phone/Fax/E-mail:

Chennai Alumni [i Phone: 91-44-2857 4000

International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) India [i Fax: 91-44-2857 4024/4311
E-mail: chennaialumni@state.gov
KL-YES Returnees from Bangalore, Chennai and Trivandrum ﬂ http://chennai.usconsulate.gov

ccPinda b o
)
Global Leadership Institute Alumni ﬂ ﬂ L Youyli: ®

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, email chennaialumni@state.gov with the subject line “C.A.N. UNSUBSCRIBE”.



http://www.facebook.com/chennai.usconsulate
http://www.twitter.com/usandchennai
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmConGenChennai
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usconsulatechennai
http://www.facebook.com/groups/chennaialumni
http://www.facebook.com/groups/IVLPIndia/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150885264971147/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/563285613724331/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCIP.India/
mailto:chennaipasprograms@state.gov?subject=C.A.N.%20UNSUBSCRIBE

