
Dear Alumni, 
 
Greetings! 
 
It was wonderful to meet so many of you who attended the Alumni Reconnect on April 11!  Within this 
month’s newsletter, you will find great photographs from that event. 
  
The Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund (AEIF) fever has just subsided, and we are pleased to say that 15 
alumni teams from the Chennai region submitted projects!  One of the 15 projects has moved to the next 
round.  We thank all our alumni who proposed wonderful projects; they were really difficult to short-list! 
  
We take this opportunity to welcome into the alumni family several new members who have just returned 
from exchange programs in the United States. Lets us all look forward to engaging with them in the coming 
weeks. 
   
Please remember that we invite and encourage you to regularly contribute to this newsletter with interest-
ing anecdotes, press clippings, photographs, short write ups and anything else that would help us highlight 
you, your work, or your U.S. experience.  We also welcome your ideas and suggestions to improve the 
content of this newsletter. 
   
On a closing note, we congratulate India and all its citizens for successfully conducting and participating in 
one of the world’s biggest and most closely watched democratic exercises! 
   
Happy reading! 
 
David Gainer, Public Affairs Officer 
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Together we CAN! 



 

Show time 

Student leader and entrepre-

neur Ms. Sruthakeerthi Mo-

han Ram participated in the 

Model United Nations in 

Almaty, Kazakhstan as one 

of the 200 future leaders 

from eight Central and 

South Asian countries who 

gathered to discuss and pro-

pose solutions for common 

security, social, and econom-

ic problems. The delegates 

discussed the situation in 

Afghanistan, international 

narcotics trade, violence 

against women, freedom of 

speech, and freedom of reli-

gion.  

Organized by the U.S. Con-

sulate General, Almaty, the 

event served as a network-

ing opportunity for the re-

gion’s young leaders, allow-

ing them to meet one anoth-

er and forge relationships 

that can grow into a valuable 

network as they move for-

ward in their careers.  

Ms. Sruthakeerthi is a stu-

dent of MOP Vaishnav Col-

lege, Chennai, and is the 

founder of an innovative 

start-up “Scan on Wheels” 

which provides a quick, con-

venient, and affordable solu-

tion to digital scanning 

needs.  

Breathing  

 

Everything happens so quickly  

before I can feel it.  

I keep trying to feel something  

before it's too late.  

It all happens in my name  

without me being there.  

Flowers, people,  

the world is so much bigger than me.  

Should I carry on breathing  

If I'm not really here?  

 

Translated by Hari Rajaledchumy.  

 

From the collection Chuttum Vizhichchudar.  

IVLP Alumnus Rajathi Samsudeen aka “Salma” was the 

only poet from South Asia to attend the Common-

wealth Poetry Conclave, Scotland  

http://commonwealthpoetsunited.com/2014/04/15/salmas-story/


SPOTLIGHT—MEET RECENT GRANTEES! 

The Global Undergraduate Exchange Program (Global UGRAD Program) provides se-

mester and academic year scholarships to outstanding undergraduate students from underrepresent-

ed sectors in East Asia, Eurasia and Central Asia, the Near East and South Asia, and the Western 

Hemisphere for non-degree full-time study combined with community service, internships, and cul-

tural enrichment. See more at: http://eca.state.gov/fulbright/information/undergraduate-and-graduate-

students#sthash.bp4hF5Np.dpuf  

Smriti Mohan from Palai, Kerala is currently pursuing her year-long internship at Utica 

College, New York.  Recovering from the early culture shock upon landing in the United 

States, Smriti now has a better understanding of the American way of life and thinking.  

She had her first ‘Sushi’ meal in the U.S. with a Japanese roommate, and celebrated Holi.  

She cherishes the certificate from her alma mater that commends her “for her willingness 

to take chances and her commitment to making a difference in the lives of others.” 

Jenifer Raj—From Fatima College, Madurai went to the U.S. on a NESA UGRAD scholarship in 

2012 to the Jackson State University majoring in journalism.  The program she says “gave her a 

new perspective about life.” Besides learning belly dancing from an Algerian friend, a little bit of 

hip hop, her program gave her a positive outlook to tackling social problems. Jackson State is the 

place which also kindled the feminist in her.  Jenifer is currently pursuing her post graduate de-

gree in English, at the same time preparing to get into the Indian Administrative Service.  While 

chatting with her NESA UGRAD friends many of whom she is in touch with, she recalls all the 

unusual things she did in the U.S. (which includes tasting ‘alligator soup’). 

Sherin Sabu, student of sociology from Sacred Heart College, Thevara, Kochi, 

recently returned from her year-long internship at Chatham College, Pittsburgh.  

What she cherishes the most is having met some wonderful women from all over 

the world who received the International Women of Courage Awards from Sec-

retary Kerry on March 8 (including Ms. Laxmi, the courageous acid-attack survivor 

from India).  

Chellam Chockalingam’s life-changing moments happened in Old Dominion University 

(ODU).   She realized the joy of volunteering on that freezing Thanksgiving Day in 2011 (when 

she chose to distribute food at a homeless shelter instead of shopping with friends).  The sense 

of fulfilling a social obligation made her steer her career path and she is currently working as an 

associate at Chrysalis, an educational outreach NGO in Madurai.  She dreams of starting an 

NGO of her own after obtaining a degree in management. 

Read about more UGRAD alumni and their success stories in our next installment of alumni updates in the future 
issues of c.a.n. 



The American Library in Chennai offers a wide range of resources, programs and services to provide accurate and 

up-to-date information on contemporary American government, its policies, institutions, society, culture and val-

ues, literature, history, international relations, U.S. economy and global issues.  The Library serves people from all 

walks of life, including students and teachers, researchers, government officials, politicians, media representatives, 

and businessmen.  In addition to books and magazines, the Library provides access to a large number of full texts 

articles through subscriptions to commercial electronic databases.  A library membership gives remote access to 

eLibraryUSA to individual members 24/7 from work/home.  The current fee structure is as follows: 

One Year Enrollment Processing Fee                                     Rs.400.00 

Two Years Enrollment Processing Fee                                  Rs.700.00 

Individual members can borrow four books, two back issues of journals and remote access to eLibraryUSA.  The 

library provides regular eUpdates consisting of interesting and useful links, JUST IN: New Books @ the Library, 

eInfopacks on important topics, eNewsletters, to its members.  This May, the library is screening children’s movies 

@ 10.30 a.m. and Clint Eastwood Films @ 2.00 p.m. every Saturday.  All are welcome but have conform to entry 

requirements. 

Have you been to the American Library yet? 



About C.A.N.:  

The Public Affairs Office at the U.S. Consulate in Chennai publishes this 

monthly newsletter to connect with Indian alumni of U.S. exchange pro-

grams in Chennai’s consular district. The newsletter features alumni news 

by highlighting recent events and activities as well as U.S. Consulate Chen-

nai’s outreach programs. It is also a platform for alumni to share their suc-

cess stories and spread the word about interesting opportunities. The 

newsletter provides alumni with updated information, resources, job and 

training opportunities and upcoming events and programs deadlines.  

Keep in touch and send us your suggestions for alumni events, inquiries, 

success stories, and proposals. We welcome your comments! 

Contact Alumni Coordinator, Brindha Jayakanth at: jayakanthb@state.gov. 

U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL, CHENNAI 

Address: 

Phone: 91-44-2857 4000 

Fax: 91-44-2857 4024/4311 

E-mail: chennaialumni@state.gov 

http://chennai.usconsulate.gov 

Phone/Fax/E-mail: 

Public Affairs Section 

220, Anna Salai, Gemini Circle,  

Chennai 600006 

 

Closed Facebook groups:  

Chennai Alumni 

International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) India  

KL-YES Returnees from Bangalore, Chennai and Trivandrum  

CCIP India 

Global Leadership Institute Alumni  

If you wish to unsubscribe to this newsletter, email chennaialumni@state.gov with the subject line “C.A.N. UNSUBSCRIBE”.  

http://www.facebook.com/chennai.usconsulate
http://www.twitter.com/usandchennai
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmConGenChennai
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usconsulatechennai
http://www.facebook.com/groups/chennaialumni
http://www.facebook.com/groups/IVLPIndia/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/150885264971147/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/563285613724331/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CCIP.India/
mailto:chennaipasprograms@state.gov?subject=C.A.N.%20UNSUBSCRIBE

