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During the 2012 election cycle, a number of important offices will be decided by
voters, including:

v'The offices of U.S. President and Vice President
v'33 seats in the U.S. Senate

v'435 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives

v'Governorships in 11 States and 2 U.S. territories
v'State and local offices

v'Ballot questions and referenda




Absentee Voting

MYTH: Absentee ballots are not counted unless it is a close race.

FACT: All valid absentee ballots are counted regardless of the
closeness of the race.

States differ as to when they count absentee ballots. Many States require absentee
ballots to be received by Election Day so that they can be counted along with the
In-person votes.

Some States accept absentee ballots after Election Day. In these cases, the final
outcome of the election would not be certified until all absentee ballots received by
the State’s deadline are counted.




Every Vote Counts

It is important that you to exercise your right to vote, because
every vote counts. Several recent elections have been
decided by a margin of victory of less than 0.1%.

Margin of
Election Victory

2008 — Minnesota U.S. Senate 312 votes
2005 — Virginia Attorney General 323 votes
2004 — Washington Governor 133 votes
2000 — Florida Electoral Votes (U.S. Presidential election) 537 votes

2000 — New Mexico Electoral Votes (U.S. Presidential election) 366 votes
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*fr,:,\// What Is UOCAVA?

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act of 1986, or
UOCAVA, requires U.S. States and territories to allow certain U.S. citizens to
apply to register and vote absentee in elections for Federal office. Citizens
covered under UOCAVA include:

Members of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine who are absent from their
voting jurisdiction due to their service.

Dependents of members of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine who are
absent from their voting jurisdiction with the member.

UOCAVA covers over 6 million potential voters worldwide.
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The Federal Voting Assistance Program, or FVAP, is charged with providing
assistance and outreach to U.S. citizens covered under UOCAVA.

FVAP’s purpose is to:

Inform and educate U.S. citizens worldwide of their right to vote.

Protect and enhance the integrity of the electoral process at the Federal, State,
and local levels.

Promote efficiency and effectiveness in administering UOCAVA.




The Absentee Voting Process
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As a voter, you should be familiar with two forms unique to UOCAVA voters:

The Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB)

Federal Post Card Appiication (FPCA) o= Federal Post Card Appiication (FPCA) —————4 Federal Wik 41 Absertes Balol (FWAD) 5 Official Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot
Instructions = Voter Registration and Absentee Ballot Request Zms e sy Voter's T
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Step 1: AUOCAVA
citizen completes the
Federal Post Card
Application (FPCA)
to apply to register to
vote and request an
absentee ballot. The
completed FPCA is
submitted to the
applicant’s local
election official.

How Do Overseas Citizens Vote?

Step 2: The local
election official
reviews the
submitted FPCA.

After verifying BALLOT

eligibility, the local
election official
sends the applicant
an absentee ballot.

Note: If applicants have not received an absentee ballot by 30 days
before the election, they should complete and submit the Federal Write-
In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) to ensure that their vote is received in time
to be counted.

Step 3: The applicant
receives the
absentee ballot,
votes the ballot, and
returns it to the local
election official to be
counted.
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By filling out the FPCA, UOCAVA voters can:

Apply to register to vote.

Request an absentee ballot.

Update a mailing address and/or
other contact information.

You should submit an FPCA:

1. Once a year.

2. Anytime they need to update their
contact information.

Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)

Aquicker, easier 10 compies, elecironic varsion of this
#orm s aiso avallable on FVAP.gov. For any questons
t your Vioang Assistance Officsr or

Voter Registration and Absentee Ballot Request i sess ci s nateraen

FVAP.gov. Please pentin blackink.

Classification
Make only 1 seiecton.

(N most States, you musbe

[ 13m amemder of the Uniformed Senvices o Merchant Marine on active cuty OR [] 13m theirspouse or dependent.

O 1amau.s. cazenresikiing outsice the U.S_, and | intend to retumn.

306t Y0m your votng dstict [ 1am aU.S. citzen residing outside the U.S.. and | donot intend to return.
0 use thvs form) ? = 5 2 ” 2 S
[ 13m 3U.5. izzen otherwise granted miltaryioverseas voting rights Lnder State iaw {check the Voting Assistance Guide)
Political Party 2 Tovownprimary elections, your State may require you to specify a poliscal party:
Lastname Sufix
Your legal name 3 Frstname Middie name
Previous name (if appicabie)
Identification sex O OF Race = o X Bithdate |y m |0, 0|/ v
somesaesrepeyor WO Srie ivers Lose i
FgesIn the Voing Assistance !
Guide on FVAP.gov OR Social Securty Number . H |
Contact oy L L
information Fax
Include International
prefixes. No DSN number. Emal
Altemate Emall
Ballot receipt & | 1premriorecaive my balot, 3s permitied by my State, by: L) EmaiOnine || Mail | Fax
{rank from 1 -3 In order of preference; be sure appropriate contact Information Is provided above)
U.S. address for Street Address ot FO. Box) Apt®
voting purposes | - R
CyTownyVie
Usually your last U.S. Z = -
Tesidence of your iega U.S. s | 51
residence. See Instructions. Souty e | | zpcose | Il
Address where
you live now
This is aiferant from above.
Your voting materiais 8
Wik be sent here, uniess
you specity a forwarding
adaressin Box 3
Additional
regquirements
for your State
Such as: mail forwarding s

adaress, addtonal phone,
of otner State raquired
Information. See your
Stae's pagesinthe
Voting Assistance Guice
onFVAP.gov

Affirmation (REQUIREDY): 1 swear or afirm, under penaity of parjury, that

* 1am 3 member of the Uniformed 2ervices or Merchant Marine on actve Guty or an eigible spouze
or dependent of zuch 8 member, or a U.S. ciizen temporarily residing outside the U.3., or cther U.2
*13maU.S. ciizen, atieast 18 yearz of age (orwiibe by thedy  Togay's date | o |
ofthe eiection), eligdie to vote In the requesied jurizdiction.  * | have not been convicted of 3 — L
felory or other dizqualfying offenze or been adjudicated mentally Incampet
Fightz have been reinztated.  * 1 am not registering, requesting a bailot, or g
Junizgicson inthe U.S.  * My signature and date herein ingicate when | compileted thiz docus e
m Iz true and compiete to the best of my Enowiedge. | under
compietion of thiz document may consttute grounds for conviction 03!

citizen residing outzide the U.S.

* The informsation on th
material mizstatement of fact
ofperjury.

signature

orit 30, my voting

“Thiz micemation i for OfICIS Lo oriy. ATy LNS.thorizad relecce My be punizhabie by . ‘St Form 7 e, 082011
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The FWAB was designed as a backup ballot for UOCAVA voters who have not yet
received their State absentee ballot and are concerned they will not have sufficient
time to return the State ballot before the deadline.

FVAP recommends that voters who have not received their absentee ballot by 30
days before an election complete and submit a FWAB.

Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWWAB) A s e e ok e =305 =
3 : : : o ot AEAaea O o o VoG Aot G Official Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot
Voter’s Declaration/Affirmation e o coy o o VAP g
Destenman President/Vice President:

Qualifications &
Voter Registration Lol o e ___ Oves Ono
berranarasae 4 2 75 £ U.S. Senator':
e e
fom. a

[u] a Unformag Services of Merch: vedutyOR [ 1amer t us. Del **/Resident C:
g L D0 1om30s.ctzmresmngassoene 3. a1 manaiorum
wua\r)‘im [ 1amau.s. citzen resiaing outside the U.S., and | 6o not intend to returm. * Legal residents of the District of Columbia may vote only for President/Vice President and Delegate.

lamaus,

0 ** Legal residents of American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands may vote only for Delegate|

Lastname Sutx or Resident Commissioner to the Congress.
Your legal name 3 | Fistaame Mk name

stname M Addendum
Previous name (If appicabie)
Some states allow the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot to be used by military and overseas civilian voters in elections

\dentification s« Ow OF Race e | e other than general elections or for offices other than Federal offices. Consult your state section in the \Voting Assistance

Guide on FVAP.gov to determine your state’s policy. If you are eligible to use this ballot to vote for offices other than
those listed above o for ballot initiatives, piease indicate in the spaces provided below, the office for which you wish to
OR Socil Securty Numoer H o H | vote (for example: Governor, Attomey General, Mayor, State Senator, etc.), and the name and/or party affiiation of the
candidate for whom you wish to vote. You may also indicate the ballot intiative and your vote for the initiative.

‘Some States recure yourull-
SSN. Check your Stae’s pages
In1he Voting Assistance Guige:
onFuARgov

4 SiDmversLienseor (D,

Taephone

Contactinformation = Office / Ballot Initiative Candidate Name, Party Affiliation,

. B 2 e e e or Initiative Vote
Eman

Anernate Emai

Political party 5 Y Y

U.S. address for voting Sireet Aaress nte.800 s
purposes

7 | CiyTosnviage

your
U, Courty state | zpcose -
Seeinstnuctons. | L

Addtional
requirements
from your State

. Signature

Tosaysoate |

IStandard Form 186 {Rev 08-2011)

S 156 e 052010
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The instructions for completing the FPCA and FWAB differ across States, so
it is iImportant to refer applicants to the most up-to-date Voting Assistance Guide to
ensure that they complete and submit the form correctly.

v" For example, some States may require the
applicant to provide a full Social Security Number, ‘ F -
while other States may require a driver’s license or VOTING

) . ASSISTANCE
State identification number. GUIDE

e N\

v" The Voting Assistance Guide also includes State- ) ‘,/'..A-Nh
specific deadlines for voter registration, absentee -
ballot requests, and ballot returns. -

°
FOR UNIFORMED SERVICE MEMBERS,-THEIR
FAMILIES, AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS

FVAP recommends you use the online Voting Assistance Guide available at
http://www.fvap.gov/vao/quide.html.



http://www.fvap.gov/vao/guide.html
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FVAP has created Online Assistants that automate and simplify the process of
filling out the FPCA and FWAB.

J FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

/ - - FAP Voting Melp For Uniformed Service Members, Their Families, & Citizens Living Outside The U.S.

The Online Assistants offer
START OVER FYAP HOME CONTACT FVYAP

point-and-click assistance
and prOduce pnntable Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) for Absentee Ballot

Complete the Form Uniformed Services Member > California > Orange

fO rm S th a.t e I I m I n a.te Eligibility Voting Residence (Help)

State Street Address (required) [122 Maple Terrace K

I eg I bl I Ity e rro rS . Jurisdiction City, Town, or Village (required) ‘Maywlle

My Information

Voting Residence

Mailing Address State (required) California

County (required) - select -

Method To Receive Ballot Zip Code (required) |0

Additional Information

v" The Online Assistants also
produce a postage-paid
template that then may be |
printed onto an envelope

If you have a Rural Route (R.R.) mailing address as your legal voting residence, you must
provide detailed directions to its physical location
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All States and territories accept the FPCA via mail.

v Mailing addresses for local election officials are available in the Voting
Assistance Guide.

v" The FPCA can be mailed postage paid through the U.S. Postal Service,
Military Postal Service, or State Department pouch mail. The postage-
paid envelope template is produced by the Online Assistant and is also
available at http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/returnenvelope.pdf.

NAME AND COMPLETE ADDRESS
James Larry Jones
USS FVAP US POSTAGE PAID
FPO AE 54321
39 USC 34086

PAR AVION

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST-CLASS MAIL

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAIL - DMM 703.8.0

©: Orange Registrar of Voters
1300 S. Grande Ave Bldg. C
Santa Ana, CA 92705-4434



http://www.fvap.gov/resources/media/returnenvelope.pdf
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Some States and territories will accept the FPCA via email and/or fax.

v'Check the Voting Assistance Guide to see if the applicant’s State will accept the form
by email or fax.

v'The Online Assistant will produce an email and/or fax cover sheet if online or faxed
submissions are allowed by the applicant’s State.

FJAPGOV FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
A Vatiag Halp For Unfarmad Sarvice Marbers, Tl Fauilies, & Cilrans Living Ctda The L8

Automated Register, Request and Receive Ballot Process (R3)
Official Election Materials - Electronic Transmission Sheet (FWAB)
Transmission (Cover) Sheet from Absentee Voter to Election Official

To:
. . City/Coun Morris County Clerk
Email FPCA to this address ey ¥
Board Of Elections
State New Jersey
LEQ Email jbramhall@clerk morris.nj.us
Fax Number 973 285-6136
Fax FPCA to this number / From:
Last Name McDonnell
First Name Kathleen
Middle Name
Telephone Number
Fax Number
Email Address

Humber of pages being transmitted, including this sheet
ovicontactitolHreetax, html for i

Fax/Email Cover Sheet
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v' After receiving your FPCA, a local election official will process the form and
verify your eligibility.

v You are encouraged to call, fax, or email their local election official to verify
that your application has been received.

v You should receive their regular State absentee ballot from the local election
official in time for them to vote and return the ballot by the State’s deadline.

Voters who have submitted an FPCA and have not received their absentee ballot by
30 days before the election should submit the FWAB. The following slides will outline
uses of the FWAB and how to complete it.
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The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) allows UOCAVA voters who have not
yet received their absentee ballot to vote in elections for Federal offices.

Similar to the FPCA, the instructions for completing the FWAB and the uses of the
FWAB differ across States, so it is important to refer to the Voting Assistance Guide to
ensure that they complete it correctly.

el A quicker, easier 10 compiete, iectronic version of this form is aiso
Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB)  Saasamts et Official Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot
Voter’s Declaration/Affirmation S oy ofcn VAP gox.
il President/Vice President:

‘Qualifications &
Voter Registration sia ezl il Loxsie el = ________[Ows 0w
bermtmorsaestan | & : Aiipge i ' U.S. Senator':
A
S 5 .

[m] > [m] t us. ive/Delegate**/Resident C

[ tamau.s. citizen resicing outside the U.S., and 1 Inenato retum.
Classification 2 " 2 :
Make oty 1 setckon. [ 12maU.5. ctzenreskding outsice e UsS.. and  donotintend foretum. * Legal residents of the District of Columbia may vote only for President/Vice President and Delegate.

0 1amaus. eneat "

= * Legal residents of American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands may vote only for Delegate]

Lastname . sumx or Resident Commissioner to the Congress.

Yourlegal name 3 | Fntname Wisae rame
Addendum

Previous name (If appicabie)

Some states allow the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot to be used by military and overseas civilian voters in elections
ik s On OF Race sitnaze | other than general elections or for offices other than Federal offices. Consult your state section in the Voting Assistance
‘Some States racuire yourul T TR - - i Guide on FVAP.gov to determine your state’s policy. If you are eligible to use this ballot to vote for offices other than
SN Creckyoursesgages Lt - : those listed above or for ballot initiatives, please indicate in the spaces provided below, the office for which you wish to
bl oy ‘OR Social Securty Numoer H H vote (for example: Govemor, Attorey General, Mayor, State Senator, etc.), and the name and/or party affiliation of the

candidate for whom you wish to vote. You may also indicate the balot intiative and your vote for the initiative.

Teiepone n - o

Contactinformation = Office / Ballot Initiative Candidate Name, Party Affiliation,
.. I = = : : : or Initiative Vote
Political party s .y
U.S. address for voting Sireet Address P, 80 apts

urposes

cyT
i - 7 CiyTownviiage
g«plu\egzu f resicence. County State 2ipCoce | i -
¥

live now
Tiskaneromaoe | 8
Yourvoing materd wil

senihere. uness you
soecry aoraaring aadress
nEex
‘Additional
requirements
from your State e
Suenas mat oruarding s

acsonal pnore,

o Saterequred

Infomaticn. See your iz’
inthe Vg
Gude on FVAP gov
"Affimation (REQUIREDY: {swearor afirn, under penalt of perry, nat-
|
o Istandard Form 186 (Rev 08-2011)
T e e
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While all States accept the FWAB as an absentee ballot for Federal elections,
many States have started moving to allow universal use of the FWAB, including:

v Accepting the FWAB as an application for voter registration, an
absentee ballot request, and a write-in ballot.

v Accepting the FWAB as an absentee ballot for all Federal, State, and
local elections.

For each office, voters may write in either a candidate’s name or a political party
designation.

You should check their State’s guidelines or the Voting Assistance Guide on
FVAP.gov for the accepted uses of the FWAB in your State.
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*"’31,\-// Submitting the FWAB: Submission Modes

Completed FWABs should be submitted to the your local election official for
processing. All States and territories will accept the FWAB via mail.

To mail the FWAB, insert the voted ballot (1) into the
security envelope (2).

Then, the sealed security envelope (2) and the
declaration/affirmation (3) should be placed in the pre-
paid mailing envelope (4).

U.S. Postage Paid
39 USC 3406

PAR AVION

v" Mailing addresses for local election officials o b
are avallable |n the Votlng ASSIStance GL“de_ AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA -FIRST CLASS MALL

v The FWAB can be mailed postage paid
through the U.S. Postal Service, Military Postal
Service, or State Department pouch mail. The
postage-paid envelope template is produced
by the Online Assistant and is also available at
www.fvap.gov.
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FVAP Help Desk

FVAP provides a telephone and
email Help Desk to assist with:

v" Providing information on UOCAVA and

other voting legislation. 1-800-438-VOTE (8683)
v Understanding uses of the FPCA and Vote@fvap .gov
FWAB.

v Connecting voters to their local election
official when necessary.

Also, you can contact the U.S. VOteChennai @state.gov

Consulate Chennai with voting
guestions!
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