1. TOPIC NUMER ONE - EDUCATION AND THE USA

VOCABULARY
1. Study Abroad
2. Education Fair
3. Community College
4. Matriculate

EDUCATION is an important topic and always part of a family’s plan for their children, both in the USA
and Taiwan. Today’s topic is Study Abroad in the United States.

1. Iwant to further my education. Is the USA a place | should be thinking about?

Yes, absolutely. American higher education sets the world standard. What is just as good as the quality
of the education is America’s openness to foreign students. Moreover, Taiwan consistently ranks near
the top in number of international students studying in American higher education.

2. What kinds of schools are in America that | might attend?

One great aspect of U.S. higher education is not only the depth andr quality of education but the
breadth and variety of educational institutions in America. | can list some of the main types of
institutions you will find in America.

Community College — Two years institutes that can lead to a two year degree and many have programs
that help you matriculate to a four year school.

University/College — A four year school that grants bachelors degrees. | attended the University of New
Mexico.

Graduate School — Schools that award master and doctoral degrees. For graduate school, | graduated
from the University of Washington

Professional School — law schools, pharmacy schools, medical schools, etc.
3. How can I research which school to attend?

The best place to start is on AlT's website. He have information on studying in the USA at
www.educationusa.org.tw/zh. Many schools also have great websites.

You can also seek out counseling centers, alumni networks and education fairs. Education fairs are
events where representative from many schools come to talk to you about their schools. You can learn
about many schools in one place. In fact, AIT Kaohsiung will be supporting an education fair on the
evening of March 13" at the Dream Mall. | will be there. Maybe I'll see you there too!



2. TOPIC NUMBER TWO — AMERICAN CULTURE SHARING, SAINT PATRICK's
DAY, March 17th

VOCABULARY

Saint Patrick

Diaspora

Immigrants

Green Beer

What is St. Patrick’s Day?

Saint Patricks Day is an Irish holiday, celebrated internationally on March 17™. It commemorates Saint
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. Although a religious holiday it is now widely celebrated throughout
the Irish Diaspora and has also become a secular holiday of Irish culture in general.

1. Why do American’s celebrate St. Patrick’s Day?

Yes, it may seem strange to celebrate an Irish Holiday. However, America is a country of immigrants.
And we celebrate our diversity. So many of the holidays of our citizens ancestors are still celebrated,
either on a very small scale or large one.

2. Why is Chicago famous for St. Patrick’s Day celebrations?

Chicago is home to a large Irish immigrant community, part of the Irish Diaspora. So Chicago has
numerous activities that celebrate Irish culture and the “color” of Ireland ... GREEN. To celebrate the

city turns a portion of the main river in Chicago green, so you can go visit and see an actual GREEN river!!
People also dye their beer green in celebration. Yes, Green Beer. There are also many other wonderful
activities such as the annual parade in downtown Chicago.

3. Greg. | have one final question... Does Green Beer taste Good?

| guess | can say if it’s a good beer to start with, it will taste good when it is green as it is made by simply
adding some food coloring to the beer. | always like to leave you a website where you can do further
research into these topics. For Chicago and St. Patricks Day events, please check out
http://www.chicagostpatsparade.com/




3. TOPIC NUMBER THREE — SPRING BREAK and MICHIGAN

Spring Break

Parade

Dutch heritage

Tulip

Gorgeous

1.

When people think of Spring Break in Taiwan, they think of Kenting. What do students in the
US think about when they think about Spring Break?

When people in the USA think of spring break they typically think of warm weather and great
places such as Florida and Texas. But today, I'd like to talk about another beautiful place to go in
the spring..... Michigan.

If most people go to other (warm) places in the spring, why do you want to talk about
Michigan?

Just because there are many other things to do during spring break. | lived in Michigan for five
years and its one of my favorite places in the U.S. During the spring Holland, Michigan hosts the
Tulip Time Festival. Holland, Michigan is home to many descendents of Dutch heritage and the
festival celebrates this culture. Although Tulip Time is a bit later than most spring breaks, it is in
Spring and it’s a wonderful time to visit the great state of Michigan. You may think of Michigan
as the home of automobiles and it is. But it is also a great place to see nature and the summers
are simply gorgeous.

What is there to do at the Tulip time festival?

Enjoy parades and the beautiful tulips. The city hosts 3 large parades, each with its own theme,
one of which has over 1,000 dancers in traditional Dutch costumes. With millions of beautiful
tulips on display, you can take driving tours around the city to enjoy a sea of color.

I’'ve noticed that Meinong and Kaohsiung have also started some flower planting to improve
scenery. The festival in Michigan is one of America’s one hundred best and includes millions
upon millions of beautiful tulips. | hope you get the chance to spend some time in Michigan
during spring. If you’'d like to know more about the Tulip Time Festival, please check the
internet at www.tuliptime.com




4. Traveling in the United States — SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota
Road Trip

Mount Rushmore
Camping

FIT traveler (Free independent traveler)

Today we’re going to talk about tourism and the United States. The destination we’d like to
discuss is the American State of South Dakota, located in the Great Plains area of the U.S.

1. We often hear of the large cities in the USA such LA, San Francisco and New York, as being
good places for tourists to go. But, where else can people think about going?

Sometimes to experience local culture you really need to try some of the less visited sites. To get
another taste of American, “western” or “native American” culture a trip to South Dakota will let you
enjoy a different pace and feel of the USA. South Dakota would be a great place for FIT’s.

2. What are some of the special places to visit and experience in South Dakota?

There are many wonderful things to see and do in South Dakota. On the top of my list would be Mt.
Rushmore — a famous site that commemorates four great U.S. presidents. You can see huge rock
carving of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Roosevelt. The scale is grand and it’s a world class
monument.

The Black Hills — a place of reverence for native Americans, these mountains hold Mr. Rushmore and the
Crazy Horse Memorial. This memorial is under construction and honors a great native American leader.

Sturgis — Is a small city which holds an annual Harley Davidson festival. You could join tens of thousands
of bikers at this event.

3. What is the best way to travel in South Dakota?

There are certainly many choices. You can fly in and take a guided bus tour, or if you are more
adventurous like an FIT traveler, you might want to rent a car and drive to the various sites as part of a
road trip. South Dakota is quite large and you’ll need a vehicle. | must add that the really adventurous
may want to ride a bike or motorcycle in the area. You may even want to try camping. When | went to
South Dakota last summer | noticed many many bicyclists and motorcyclists touring the area.

If you would like to experience what | did in the great state of South Dakota, please go to the website
www.travelsd.com



