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Barney Saltzberg Visits China
By Barney Saltzberg
Jun 30, 2011
Saltzberg read from his picture book ‘Crazy Hair Day' at the Shanghai International Literary Festival
Earlier this year | received an email from the U.S. State Department asking if | would be willing to travel as part of their Cultural Exchange
Program. | responded that | would be fine traveling and sent my phone number. The phone rang five minutes later, and | was stunned to
hear that | had been invited to visit schools and libraries in China
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Some Reflections on “American Fashion™

Last Thursday, I attended the lecture named “American Fashion” held by American Consulate, Shenyang.
Among all the brands of haute coutures, ready-to-wears and mass markets, Ralph Lauren and Levis Strausse caught
most of my attention.

With the introduction of Consul Mara and some background information I got from the Internet. I concluded
the success of RL and Levi’s into two points—daring to dream and act and seizing opportunity.

Ralph was born to Jewish immigrants. While in school, he was known for selling ties to his classmates. When
asked about what he wanted to do in his Clinton yearbook, he wrote that he wanted to be a millionaire. As for Levis,
he was originally involved in dry goods business with his brother. It is easily noticed that neither a high social status
nor a solid fashion background was in the pocket of these two fashion initiators. But they did share one thing—the
courage to dream and act.

If we see around us, we easily locate myriad people who draw beautiful blueprints and then desert them under

the pretext of restriction of current situation or self-incapability. Dreams are hard to get while finding exc 4
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The impression of the Thursday Lecture
Ricky

To be honest, | feel really surprise that | could make a habit of my weekly “trips” to the Thursday night lectures. But, this is an activity that |
dreamed for so long since | was a kid, and it just come true unexpectedly and absolutely changed my life.

First of all, to my mind, the Thursday night lectures are an extracurricular activity, and it does make my education much better. By
participating in this extracurricular activity, | can expand my social circle. For instance, when | play basketball, | can meet people of other
grades from other majors and we can become friends on and off court. So participating in the Thursday night lectures as an after-class
acfivity helps me get to know more people with similar interests. | have made friends with group of well-educated people at the U.S.
Consulate General. For that, | feel grateful.

Secondly, | will thank the organizer—Thanks to the people who put together these lectures and movie presentations. You guys bring us a
great way to understand U.S. culture and to find out the difference between Chinese culture and US culture.
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