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美國選舉
政黨代表大會

Political Party Conventions

出席在丹佛舉行的 2008 年民主黨全國代表大會的俄亥俄州代表佩吉 •坦克斯利（Peggy Tanksley, 左）和凱薩琳 •菲林格（Cathryn Fellinger, 右）。

上演歷史
今夏美國民主、共和兩黨將分別舉行全國代表大會，出
席大會的數千名代表將在會場揮舞美國國旗和帶有本黨
總統候選人名字的標語牌。這將是一個群情激昂的場面。

儘管代表大會上這樣的激情場面是與會者真實情緒的流
露，但大會幾乎每時每刻都按照預定的腳本和程序進行，
以便在電視、電腦和智慧手機螢幕上產生最好的效果。

華盛頓史密森尼學會（Smithsonian Institution）負責政
治史的博物館管理員威廉 •伯德（William L. Bird）說：“要
讓人們在參加大會活動時手中拿一些他們可以揮舞的東
西。負責會場設計的人 --也就是安排會場活動的人 --對
這一點非常重視。”

來自華盛頓新聞媒體 “政論 ”（Politico）的大衛 •馬克
（David Mark）指出，全國政黨代表大會必須完成某些
事項：通過黨的綱領（一系列原則）和正式提名本黨的
總統和副總統候選人。他寫道：“其餘的大會常規議程，
例如接受提名的演說、主題發言乃至唱名表決，都屬於
政治舞臺上應景的項目。”

2012年兩黨代表大會 
兩黨的全國代表大會都在總統選舉的幾個月前舉
行。今年總統選舉的日期是 11月 6日。共和黨
於 8月 27日至 30日在佛羅里達州坦帕（Tampa, 
Florida）舉行代表大會。民主黨全國代表大會
則於 9月 3日至 6日在北卡羅來納州夏洛特
（Charlotte, North Carolina）舉行。光臨這兩座
城市的人約達 35,000名之多 --其中包括兩黨成
員、代表、新聞記者、安保人員和其他服務商等。

如同美國政治的許多方面，政黨的全國代表大會
隨著時間的推移而演變，以適應選民不斷變化的
需求。美國憲法沒有提及政黨，也沒有提及挑選
國家最高職務候選人的程序，相關機制應運而生，
並不斷發展。

從 1796年開始，屬於當時不同政黨的國會議員
採用非正式會議的形式提名本黨的總統和副總統
候選人。這種被稱為 "君主會議 "(King Caucus)
的遴選體制延續了將近 30年。1824年，隨著美
國向西部擴展造成的政治權力分散而導致這種體
制解體。

全國提名代表大會逐步取代了 "君主會議 "成為
提名黨內總統與副總統候選人的途徑。1831年，
一個小黨 --反共濟黨 (Anti-Masons)--在巴爾的摩
市的一家酒吧開會，確定候選人並制定黨的綱領。
次年，民主黨人在同一家酒吧開會推舉候選人。

自那以後，主要政黨和大多數小黨都舉行了全國
提名會議，來自各州的代表投票決定本黨的總統

代表們出席在芝加哥舉行的 1920 年共和黨全國代表大會。

During the U.S. Democratic and 
Republican national conventions this 
summer, thousands of delegates will 
be waving American flags and signs 
bearing the name of their party’s 
candidate for president. It will be a 
stirring sight.

But while the excitement on the 
convention floor is genuine, virtually 
every moment of the event is script-
ed and choreographed to have 
maximum impact on television, 
computer and smartphone screens.

“You put things in people’s hands 
that they can wave and participate 
with,” said William L. Bird, a curator 
of political history at the Smithson-
ian Institution in Washington. “The 
people who manage the stagecraft of 
the convention — by that I mean 
what happens on the floor — pay 
very close attention to this.”

A national political convention 
has to accomplish certain things, 
writes David Mark of Politico, a 
Washington-based news outlet: 
adopting a party platform (a set of 
principles) and formally nominating 
candidates for president and vice 
president. “The rest of the usual 
convention stagecraft — acceptance 
speeches, keynote addresses, and 
even the traditional roll call vote 
— are optional bits of political theater.”

2012 Conventions
The conventions are held a  

few months before the presidential 
election, which is scheduled for 
November 6 this year. Republicans 
will gather in Tampa, Florida, 
August 27 to 30, and Democrats  
will convene September 3 to 6 in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. More  
than 35,000 people - including party 
members, delegates, journalists, 
security forces and other service 
providers — are expected to descend 
on each of these cities.

As with many aspects of U.S. 
politics, national party conventions 
have evolved over time to serve the 
changing needs of the electorate. 
The U.S. Constitution does not 
reference political parties or a 
selection process for candidates to 
the nation’s highest office, but 
mechanisms arose and adapted  
to fill that vacuum.

Beginning in 1796, members  
of the U.S. Congress who identified 
with one of the political parties of 
the time met informally to agree on 
their party’s presidential and vice 
presidential nominees. This selection 
system, known as the “King Cau-
cus,” continued for almost 30 years 
but broke down in 1824 as the 
nation’s westward expansion decen-
tralized political power.

National nominating conventions 
gradually replaced King Caucus as 
the means for selecting party nomi-
nees. In 1831, a minor party called 
the Anti-Masons met in a Baltimore 
saloon to choose candidates and 
write a party platform. A year later, 
Democrats met in the same saloon  
to select their nominees.

Since then, the major parties  
and most minor parties have held 
national nominating conventions at 
which state delegates vote on the 
party’s nominees to the offices of 
president and vice president and on 
the party’s policy positions. For most 
of the 19th century, the presidential 
nominating conventions were 
controlled by party leaders  
who selected their state’s convention 
delegates and steered the  
delegation’s votes.
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Top: Ohio delegates Peggy Tanksley(l) and Cathryn 
Fellinger(r) at the 2008 Democratic National Convention 
in Denver. Above: Delegates attend the 1920 Republican 
National Convention in Chicago.
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和副總統候選人以及黨的政策立場。在 19世紀的大部
分時間裡，這些提名總統候選人的黨代表大會都由政
黨領袖控制。政黨領袖挑選本州出席代表大會的代表，
並控制本州代表團的投票。

初選
20世紀早期，民眾要求改革的呼聲催生了初選
(primary elections)制度，使選民能夠直接選舉參加全
國代表大會的代表。到 1916年，有半數以上的州舉
行總統初選。第一次世界大戰後，政黨領導人成功地
使挑選州代表的做法倒退回去，他們說服許多州議會
廢除了初選。到 1936年，只有十來個州繼續舉行總
統初選。但在 20世紀中葉，電視使候選人能夠與選民
進行更直接的溝通，提高了選民對提名程序的關注，
因此趨勢再度調頭。

在此後的每 10年中，初選範圍都不斷擴大，黨內總統
候選人提名基於各州初選的結果，大多遠在全國代表
大會召開之前便已確定。

出席黨的全國提名代表大會的各州代表團的實際人
數根據各黨制定的規則來計算，考慮的因素包括：
一個州的人口、過去對黨的全國候選人的支持程度、
以及該州在州一級和聯邦一級任職的現任民選官員
和黨的領袖的人數等。民主黨採用的分配規則使其參
加全國代表大會的人數比共和黨參加全國代表大會
的人數多出大約一倍。

超黨派網站 “民主在行動 ”（Democracy in Action）
製作人艾瑞克 •阿普爾曼（Eric Appleman）說：“過
去，黨的全國代表大會起到決策機構的作用，實際確
定黨內總統候選人的提名。可以說，現在的黨代表大
會對政黨來說差不多就是四天大造聲勢的活動……
是嚴格編排的電視盛會。”

他說，對各個政黨來說，黨代表大會仍然非常重要，
因為這樣的大會有助於黨內骨幹為秋季的選戰激發
力量。“如果一切進展順利，總統和副總統候選人名
單出爐後會出現 ‘會後彈升 ’效應 ”，大大提升民眾
的支持度。
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Primary Elections
Populist demands for reform in 

the early years of the 20th century 
led to primary elections that allowed 
voters to select convention delegates 
directly. By 1916, more than half  
the states were holding presidential 
primaries. After World War I, party 
leaders successfully pushed back, 
persuading many state legislatures 
to abolish primaries. By 1936,  
only a dozen states continued to  
hold presidential primaries. The 
pendulum swung back in the mid-
20th century, when television 
allowed candidates to communicate 
more directly with voters and 
heightened voter interest in the 
nominating process.

With each succeeding decade, 
primaries expanded and the party’s 
nominee became more likely to be 
determined well in advance of the 
national convention, based on the 
results of state primaries.

The actual size of any state’s 
delegation to the national nominat-
ing convention is calculated by a 
formula established by each party 
that considers the state’s population, 
its past support for the party’s 
national candidates and the number 
of elected officials and party leaders 
currently serving in statewide  
and national office from that state. 
The Democratic Party’s allocation 
formula results in national conven-
tions that have about twice as  
many delegates as those of the 
Republican Party.

“In the past, the national conven-
tion served as a decision-making 
body, actually determining the 
party’s nominee,” said Eric Apple-
man, producer of the nonpartisan 
website Democracy in Action.  
“One could argue that modern-day 
conventions are little more than 
four-day advertisements for the 
political parties’ tightly scripted 
made-for-TV spectacles.”

Conventions remain important to 
the political parties, he said, because 
they energize party activists for the 
fall campaign, “and, if all goes well, 
the presidential ticket emerges with 
a “convention bounce” — a surge in 
public support.
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Left: Delegates wave signs during the 2008 Republican National 
Convention in St. Paul, Minnesota. Above: Rene Christian from  
Miami dances during the 2008 Democratic National Convention.  
Below: Fireworks explode at the end of the 2008 Democrats’ convention.
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左圖：在明尼蘇達州聖保羅舉行的2008年共和黨全國代表大會上，

代表們揮舞標語牌。

上圖：來自邁阿密的勒內•克裡斯琴 (Rene Christian) 在 2008

年民主黨全國代表大會上興高采烈。 

下圖：2008 年民主黨全國代表大會閉幕時放煙火。


