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STATUS:  

Agreement amending the agreement of January 21, 1952.  

Effected by exchange of notes  

Dated at Madrid May 11 and July 5, 1963;  

Entered into force July 5, 1963.  

 

 

VISAS: EXTENSION OF VALIDITY OF DIPLOMATIC AND OFFICIAL VISAS 

FOR ACCREDITED OFFICIALS   

 

TEXT:  

The Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the American Embassy  

   

MINISTERIO DE ASUNTOS EXTERIORES  

 

43  

 

NOTA VERBAL  

   

NÚM. 231  

 

El Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores saluda atentamente a la Embajada de los Estados 

Unidos de América y con referencia a su Nota numero 1.080, de 28 de Marzo pasado, 

tiene la honra de manifestarle que a fin de simplificar las formalidades actualmente en 

vigor para la obtención de visados diplomáticos y oficiales y facilitar los viajes de 

funcionarios acreditados de los Gobiernos de Estados Unidos y España, hubiera deseado 

poder aceptar la propuesta contenida en la mencionada Nota, extendiendo la validez de 

los citados visados de doce (12) a cuarenta y ocho (48) meses.  

 

A ello se opone, sin embargo, el hecho de que los pasaportes diplomáticos españoles 

tienen una validez máxima de dos años.  

 

Este Ministerio, habida cuenta de lo expuesto en el párrafo anterior y animado del 

propósito de atender en lo posible los deseos expuestos por el Departamento de Estado, 

tiene el gusto de sugerir a esa Embajada que la duración de los visados diplomáticos y 

oficiales para funcionarios acreditados de uno de los dos países que se dirijan al otro en 

misión oficial se extiendan de los doce meses en vigor actualmente a veinticuatro meses.  

 

Por consiguiente se entendería que a los funcionarios acreditados del Gobierno español 

que estén en posesión de pasaportes españoles diplomáticos u oficiales validos y que se 

dirijan a los Estados Unidos con una misión oficial del Gobierno español, se les 

concederían los correspondientes visados gratis válidos para ilimitadas peticiones de 
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entrada dentro de un periodo de veinticuatro (24) meses, con tal de que, naturalmente, 

durante el periodo de validez de los visados mantengan su status oficial.  

 

Al propio tiempo se entendería que a los funcionarios acreditados del Gobierno de los 

Estados Unidos que estén en posesión de pasaportes diplomáticos u oficiales 

norteamericanos válidos y que se dirijan a España para asuntos oficiales del Gobierno de 

los Estados Unidos, les serian concedidos los correspondientes visados gratis válidos para 

veinticuatro (24) meses y para ilimitadas peticiones de entrada y salida durante el periodo 

de validez de los visados con tal de que, naturalmente, mantengan su status oficial.  

 

Si la Embajada está de acuerdo con la presente contrapropuesta y así lo confirma a este 

Ministerio en nombre de su Gobierno, esta Nota Verbal y la respuesta de la Embajada se 

considerarían como una enmienda al Acuerdo de Visados de 21 de Enero de 1952 y el 

sistema acordado por esta enmienda entraría en vigor a los treinta días siguientes a la 

fecha de la Nota de respuesta de la Embajada.  

 

El Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores aprovecha la oportunidad para reiterar a la Embajada 

de los Estados Unidos de América el testimonio de su mas alta consideración.  

 

Translation  

   

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

 

43  

 

NOTE VERBALE  

   

No. 231  

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the United 

States of America and, with reference to its note No. 1.080 of March 28 last, (1) has the 

honor to inform it that, for the purpose of simplifying the existing formalities for 

obtaining diplomatic and official visas and of facilitating the travel of accredited officials 

of the Governments of the United States and Spain, it would have liked to accept the 

proposal contained in the above-mentioned note, extending the validity of the aforesaid 

visas from twelve (12) to forty-eight (48) months.  

   
NOTES  

(1) Not printed.  
   

However, the fact that Spanish diplomatic passports have a maximum validity of two 

years prevents it from doing so.  
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In view of this fact and desiring to accede, in so far as possible, to the desire expressed by 

the Department of State, this Ministry takes pleasure in suggesting to the Embassy that 

the duration of diplomatic and official visas for accredited officials of either country who 

are proceeding to the other on an official mission be extended from the twelve months 

now in force to twenty-four months.  

 

Consequently, it would be understood that accredited officials of the Spanish 

Government who are in possession of valid Spanish diplomatic or official passports and 

who are proceeding to the United States on an official mission of the Spanish 

Government would be granted appropriate gratis visas valid for unlimited applications for 

entry within a period of twenty-four (24) months, provided, of course, that during the 

period of validity of the visas they maintain their official status.  

 

At the same time it would be understood that accredited officials of the Government of 

the United States who are in possession of valid United States diplomatic or official 

passports and who are proceeding to Spain on official business of the Government of the 

United States would be granted appropriate gratis visas valid for twenty-four (24) months 

and for unlimited applications for entry and exit during the period of validity of the visas, 

provided, of course, that they maintain their official status.  

 

If the Embassy agrees to this counterproposal and confirms that fact to this Ministry in 

the name of its Government, this note verbale and the Embassy's reply would be 

considered an amendment to the Visa Agreement of January 21, 1952, (1) and the system 

stipulated by this amendment would become operative thirty days subsequent to the date 

of the Embassy's note in reply.  

   
NOTES  

(1) TIAS 2471; 3 UST (pt. 2) 2927.  
   

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Embassy 

of the United States of America the assurance of its highest consideration.  

 

The American Ambassador to the Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs  

 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

 

NOTE VERBALE  

   

NO. 15  

 

The Ambassador of the United States presents his compliments to His Excellency the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, and has the honor to state that careful consideration has been 

given to the proposal contained in the Ministry's Note No. 231, of May 11, 1963, 
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concerning the simplification of certain of the existing visa formalities. By authority of, 

and pursuant to, instructions from the Department of State, the Embassy hereby reaches 

an agreement with the Foreign Ministry, upon the following points:  

 

It shall be understood that accredited officials of the Spanish Government who are in 

possession of valid diplomatic or official Spanish passports and who are proceeding to 

the United States on an official mission of the Spanish Government shall be granted 

appropriate gratis visas valid for unlimited applications for admission within twenty-four 

(24) months, provided, of course, that during the period of validity of the visas they 

maintain their official status.    

 

At the same time it shall be understood that accredited officials of the Government of the 

United States who are in possession of valid United States diplomatic or official 

passports, and who are proceeding to Spanish territory on official business of the 

Government of the United States, shall be granted appropriate gratis visas valid for 

twenty-four (24) months and for unlimited applications for entry and exit during the 

period of validity of the visas, provided, of course, that they maintain theiro fficial status.  

 

The Ambassador further has the honor to state that this amendment to the Visa 

Agreement of January 21, 1952, will become operative thirty days subsequent to the date 

of this Note, (1) as agreed upon by the Ministry in its Note of May 11, 1963.  

   
NOTES 

(1) Aug. 4, 1963.  

   

The Ambassador avails himself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs the assurance of his highest consideration.  

 

SIGNATORIES:  

MADRID, 11 de Mayo de 1963.  

   

A LA EMBAJADA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA Madrid.  

   

[Initialed]  

MADRID, May 11, 1963  

   

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Madrid.  

   

R. F. W.  

   

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Madrid, July 5, 1963.  


